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LORD CLANCHARLIE’S SPEECH 




THE MAN WHO LAUOHS 


BOOK III 

THE BEHIHHING OF THE FISSURE 


CHAPTER I 

THE TADCASTER INN 

T that pei'iod London ha<l but one bridge — Lon- 
don-bridge, with houses built upon it. This 
bridge united London to Southwark, a suburb 
whieh was paved with flint pebbles taken from 
the Thames, divided into small streets and alleys, 
like the city, with a great number of buildings, 
houses, dwellings, and wootleu huts jammed to- 
gether, a i>ell-mell mixture of combustible matter, 
amidst which fii'C might take its pleasure, as 1666 
had proved. 

Southwark was then pronounced Soudric, it is now pronounced 
Sousouorc, or near it ; indeed, an excellent way of pronouncing English 
names, is not to pronounce them. Thus, for Southampton, say, Stpntn. 

It was the time when “ Chatham ” was pronounced je P<Ume. 

The Southwark of those days resembles the Southwark of to-day 
about as much as Vaugirard resembles Marseilles. It was a village — ^it 
is a city. Nevertheless, a considerable trade was carried on there. The 
long old Cyclopean wall by the Thames was studded with rings, to 
which were anchored the river barges. 
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This wall was called the Effroc Wall, or Effroc Stone. York, in 
Saxon times, was called Eifroc*. The legend related that a Duke of 
Effroc had been drowned at the foot of the wall. Certainly the water 
there was deep enough to drown a duke. At low water it was six good 
fathoms. The excellence of this little anchorage attracted sea vessels, 
and the old Dutch tub, called the Vograat^ came to anchoi- at the Effroc 
Stone. The Vograat made the crossing from London to Rotterdam, 
and from Rotterdam to London, punctually once a week. Other barges 
started twice a day, either for Deptford, Gi*eenwich, or (iravesend, 
going down with one tide and retuining with the next. The voyage to 
Gravesend, though twenty miles, was jieifonned in six hours. 

The Vograat was of a model now no longer to be seen, except in 
naval museums. It was almost a junk. At that time, while France 
copied Greece, Holland copied China. The Vograat^ a hea\y hull with 
two masts, was partitioned peipendicularly, so as to be water-tight, 
having a naiTOW hold in the middle, and two decks, one* foi-i^ an<l the 
other aft. The decks were flush, as in the iron tiu*ret-vc^sst*ls of the 
present day, the advantage of which is that in foul weathei*, th<? foi'ce 
of the wave is diminished, and the inconvenienct^ of which is that the 
crew is c‘xposed to the action of the sea, owing to there being no bul- 
warks. There was nothing to save any one on board from falling over. 
Hence the frequent falls overlioard and tin* losses of men, whicli have 
caused the model to fall into disuse. The Vograat went to Hollaml 
direct, and did not even call at trravt?send. 

An old lidge of stones, rock as much as masonry, ran along the 
bottom of the Effroc Stone, and being passable at all tides, was used as 
a pa.ssage to board th(^ shijis moored to the wall. This wall was, at in- 
tervals, furnished with steps. It marked the southern point of South- 
wark. An embankment at the top allowed the i)assers-by rest their 
elbows on the Effroc Stone, as on the 2jarai>et of a cpiay. Thence they 
could look d()wn on the Thamc's ; on the other side of tlie water London 
dwindled awa)^ into fields. 

Lq> the river from the Effroc Stone, at the bend of the Thames 
which is nearly oi>2»osite St. James’s Palace, bc^hind Lain])etli House, 
not far fi*om the walk then called Foxhall (Vauxhall; 2»i'obably), there 
was, between a 2>otteiy in which they made poi-celain, and a glass- 
blower’s, where they made ornamental bottles, one of those large unen- 
closed spaces covered with grass, called foi-merly in France cultures and 
mails^ and in England bowling-greens. Of bowling-green, a green on 
which to roll a ball, the French have made houlingrin. Folks have this 
green inside their houses nowadays, only it is jiut on the table, is a 
cloth instead of tmf, and is called billiards. 
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It is difficult to see why, having boulevard (boule-vei*t), which is 
the same word as bowliug-gi’een, the French should have adopted 
houlingrin. It is surprising that a person so grave as the Dictionaiy 
should indulge in useless luxuries. ‘ 

The bowling-gi*een of Southwark was called Tarrinzeau Field, be- 
<*ause it had belonged to the Barons Hastings, who are also Barons 
Taninzeau and Mauchlino. From the Lords Hastings the Tarrinzeau 



Field passed to the Lords Tadcaster, who had made a speculation of it, 
just as, at a later date, a Duke of Orleans made a speculation of the 
Palais Royal. Tarrinzeau Field aftei*war«ls became waste ground and 
Itarochial property. 

Tarrinzeau Fiehl was a kind of permanent fair ground, covered with 
jugglers, athletes, mountebanks, and music on platforms; and always 
full of “ fools going to look at the devil,” as Archbishop Bharpe said. 
To look at the devil means to go to the play. 

Several inns, which harboi*ed the i>ublic and sent them to these 
outlandish exhibitions, were established in this place, which kept holi- 
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day all the year round, and thereby prospered. These inns were simply 
stalls, inhabited only during the day. In the evening the tavern-keeper 
put into his pocket the key of the tavern and went away. 

One only of these inns was a house, the only dwelling in the whole 
bowlingf-green, the caravans of the fair ground having the power of dis- 
appearing at any moment, considering the absence of any ties in the 
vagabond life of all mountebanks. 

Mountebanks have no roots to their lives. 

This inn, called the Tadcaster, after the former owiieis of the 
ground, was an inn rather than a tavern, an hotel rather than an inn, 
and had a caiTiage entrance and a large yard. 

The carriage entrance, opening from the court on the field, was the 
legitimate door of the Tadcaster inn, which had, beside it, a small 
bastard door, by which people entered. To call it bastard, is to mean 
preferred. This lower door was the only one used. It opene<l into the 
tavern, properly so called, which was a large tap-room, full of tobacco 
smoke, furnished with tables and low in the ceiling. Ovei- it was a 
'mndow on the first fioor, to the iron bars of ivhich was fastened and 
hung the sign of the inn. The principal door was ban*ed anti bolted, 
and always remained closed. 

It was thus necessary to cross the tavern to enter the c()urt-yard. 

At the Tadcaster inn there was a landlord and a boy. The landlord 
was called Master Nicless, the boy Govicum. Master Nicless — ^Nicholas, 
doubtless, which the English habit of contraction had made Nicless — ^was 
a miserly widower, and one who respected and feared the laws. As to 
his appearance, he had bushy eyebrows and hairy hands. The boy, aged 
fourteen, who poured out drink, and answered to the name of CTOvicum, 
wore a merry face, and an apron. His hair was cropped close, a sign of 
seiwitude. 

He slept on the ground fioor, in a nook in which they formerly 
kept a dog. This nook had for window a bulPs-eye looking on the 
bowling-green. 



CHAPTER II 


OPEN AIK ELOQUENCE 

'NE veiy cold and windy evening, on which there was every 
■mInV I'eason why folks should hasten on their way along the 
street, a man who was walking in Tamnzeau Field close 
under the walls of the tavern, stopped suddenly. It was 
during the la.st mouths of winter between 1704 and ITO.'i. This man, 
whose dress indicated a sailor, was of good mien and fine figure, things 
im])erative to courtiers, an<l not forbidden to common folk. 

Why did he stop ? To listen. What to f To a voice apparently 
sjieaking in the court on the other side of the wall, a voice a little 
weakeiKHl by age, but so powerful, notwithstanding, that it reached the 
passer-by in the street. At the same time might be heard in the enclos- 
ure, from which the voice (^ame, the hubbub of a crowd. 

This voice said : 

“ Men and women of London, here I am ! I cordially wish you joy 
of ])eiug English. You are a gi-eat people. I say more : you are a great 
populace. Yoiu' fisticuffs are even better than your sword thrusts. 
You have an appetite. You are the nation which eats other nations — a 
magnificent function ! This suction of the world makes England pre- 
eminent. As politicians and i)hilosoi)hers, in the management of colo- 
nies, populations, and iudustiy, and in the desire to do others any harm 
which may tm*n to your own good, you stand alone. The horn* will 
come when two boai’ds will be put up on earth — inscribed on one side. 
Men; on the other, Englishmen. I mention this to your glorj’’, I, who 
am neither English nor human, having the honor to be a beai*. StiU 
moi*e — ^I am a doctor. That follows. Gentlemen, I teach. Whatl Two 
kinds of things — ^things which I know, and things which I do not. I 
sell my drugs and I sell my ideas. Approach and listen. Science invites 
you. Open your ear; if it is small, it will hold but little truth; if large, 
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a great deal of folly will find its way in. Now, then, attention! I 
teach the Pseudoxia Epidemica. I have a comrade who will make you 
laugh, but 1 can make you think. We live in the same box, laughter 
being of quite as old a family as thought. When people asked Democ- 
ritus, ‘How do you know I’ he answered, ‘I laugh.’ And if I am 
asked, ‘ Why do you laugh ? ’ I shall answer, ‘ I know.’ However, I am 
not laughing. I am the rectifier of populai* en-ors. 1 take upon myself 
the task of cleaning you)’ inteUeots. They require it. Heaven permits 
people to deceive themselves, and to be deceived. It is useless to be 
absurdly modest. I frankly avow that I believe in Providence, even 
where it is wrong. Only when I see filth— ciTors ai’e filth — I sweep 
them away. How am I sure of what I know ? That concenis only 
myself. Every one catches wisdom as he can. Lactantius asked ques- 
tions of, and received answers from, a bronze hea<l of Virgil. Sylvester 
II. eonvei*sed with birds. Did the birds speak ? Did the Pojje twitter? 
That is a question. The dead eliild of the Rabbi Eleozer talked to Saint 
Augustin. Between ourselves, I doubt all these facts except the last. 
The dead child might perhaps talk, because under its tongue it had a 
gold plate, on which were eug)’aved divers constellations. Thus he 
deceived people. The fact explains itself. You see ray moderation. I 
separate the trae from the false. See! here ai’e other eiTors in lirhich, 
no doubt, you pai'take, poor ignorant folks that you are, and from whi<’h 
I wish to fi-ee you. Dioscorides believed that there was a god in the 
henbane ; Chrysippus in the eyuoi»a.ste ; .Tosephus in the root bauras ; 
Homer in the ])lant moly. They were all wrong. Tlie spirits in hoi’bs 
are not gods but devils. I have tested this fact. It is not tine that the 
serpent which tempted Eve had a human face, as Cadmus I’clates. Gai’- 
cias de Horto, Oadamosto, and John Hugo, Ai’chbishop of Trcv«‘s, deny 
that it is sufficient to saw down a tree to catch an elephant. I incliiie 
to their opinion. Citizens, the efforts of Lucifer are the cause of all 
false impressions. Under the reign of such a prince, it is natural that 
meteors of ei-ror and of perdition should raise. My fiiemls, Claudius 
Pulcher did not die because the fowls refused to come out of the fowl 
house. The fact is, that Lucifer, having foreseen the death of Claudius 
Pulchei’, took care to prevent the birds feeding. That Belzebub gave 
the Emperor Vespasian the virtue of <’uring the lame and giving sight 
to the blind, by his touch, was an act praiseworthy in itself, but of 
which the motive was culpable. Gentlemen, distrust those false doctors, 
who sell the root of the briony and the white snake, and who make 
washes with honey and the blood of a cock. See clearly through that 
which is false. It is not quite true that Orion was the result of a 
natural fimction of Jupiter. The truth is that it was Mercury who 
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produced this star iu that way. It is uot tine that Adam had a navel. 
When St. Cleorge killed the dragon he had not the daughter of a saint 
standing by his side. St. Jerome had not a clock on the chimney-piece 
of his study; first, because living iu a cave, ho had no study; secondly, 
because he had no chimney-piece ; thirdly, because clocks were not yet 



invented. Let us put these things right. Put them right. 0 gentle- 
folks, who listen to me, if any one tells you that a lizard will be born in 
your head if you smell the herb valerian — ^that the rotting carcass of 
the ox changes into bees, and that of the horse into hornets, — that a man 
weighs’ more when dead than when alive, — that the blood of the he-goat 
dissolves emeralds, — that a caterpillar, a fiy, and a spider, seen on the 
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same tree, announces famine^ war, and pestilence, — ^that the falling sick- 
ness is to be cured by a worm found in the head of a buck, do not 
believe him. These things are errors. But now listen to truths. The 
skin of a sea-calf is a safeguard against thunder. The toad feeds upon 
eai'th, which causes a stone to come into his head. The rose of Jericho 
blooms on Christmas-eve. Serpents cannot endure the shadow of the 
ash tree. The elephant has no joints, and sleeps resting upright against 
a tree. Make a toad sit upon a cock’s egg, and he will hatch a scorpion 
which will bec-ome a salamander. A blind person will recover sight by 
putting one hand on the left side of the altar and the other on his eyes. 
Virginity does not hinder maternity. Honest people, lay these truths 
to heart. Above all, you can believe in Providence in either of two 
ways, either as thirst believes in the orange, or as the ass l)elieves in the 
whip. Now I am going to introduce you to my family.” 

Here a violent gust of wind shook the window-frames and shuttei*s 
of the inn, which stood detached. It was like a prolonged nmnimr o>f 
the sky. The orator paustMl a moment, and then resumed : 

“ An inteiraptiou ; very good. Speak, north wind. Gtentlemen, T 
am not angry. Tlie \vind is loquacious, like all solitary creatures. 
There is no one to keep him company up there, so he jabbers. I resume 
the thread of my discourse. Here you see associated artists. We are 
four — a lupo principhm. I begin by my friend, who is a wolf. He does 
not conceal it. See him ! He is educated, gi’ave, and sagacious. Prov- 
idence, perhaps, entertained for a moment the idea of making him a 
doctor of the univerrity ; but for that one must l>e rather stupid, an<l 
that he is not. I may add that he has no prejudices, and is not aristo- 
cratic. He chats sometimes with bitches; he who, by right, should 
consort only with she-wolves. His hen’s, if he have any, will no doubt 
gracefully combine the yap of their mother with the howl of their 
father. Because he does howl. He howls in sympathy with men. He 
barks as well, in condescension to civilization — a magnanimous con- 
cession. Homo is a dog made perfect. Let us venerate the dog. The 
dog — curious animal ! sweats with its tongue and smiles with its tail. 
Gentlemen, Homo equals in wisdom, and siupasses in coi’diality, the 
hairless wolf of Mexico, the wonderful xoloitzcniski. I may add that 
he is humble. He has the modesty' of a wolf who is useful to men. He 
is helpful and charitable, and says nothing almnt it. His left paw 
knows not tlie good which his right paw does. These are his merits. Of 
the other, my second firiendf I have but one word to say. He is a mon- 
ster. You will admire him. He was fonnerly abandoned by pirates on 
the shores of the wild ocean. This third one is blind. Is she an. excep- 
tion? No, we are all blind. The miser is blind; he sees gold, and he 
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does not see riches. The prodigal is blind ; he sees the beginning, and 
does not see the end. The coquette is blind; she does not see her 
wrinkles. The learned man is blind; he does not see his own igno- 
rance. The honest man is blind ; he does not see the thief. The thief 
is blind ; he does not see God. God is blind ; the day that he created 
the world, he did not see the devil manage to creep into it. I myself 
am blind ; I speak, and do not see that you are deaf. This blind gii*l 
who accompanies us is a mysterious priestess. Vesta has confided to 
her her torch. She has in her character depth's Jis soft as a division in 
the wool of a slieep. I believe her to be a king’s daughter, though I do 
not assert it as a fact. A laudable distrust is the attribute of wisdom 
For niy own part, I reason and I doctor, I think and I heal. Chirurgiis 
sum, 1 cure fevei-s, miasmas, and jdagues. Almost all our melancholy 
and sufferings are issues, which if carefully treated relieve us quietly 
from other evils which might bo woi’se. All the same I do not recom- 
mend you to have an anthrax, otheiwise called carbuncle. It is a stupid 
malady, and serves no good end. One dies of it — ^that is all. I am 
neith<»r uncultivated nor rustic. I honor eloquence ^nd poetiy, and 
live' in an innocent union with these go<ldesses. I conclude by a piec^ 
of advice. Toadies and gentlemen — on the sunny side of your disposi- 
tions, <*ultivati‘ vii'tue, modesty, honesty, lU'obity, justice and love. 
Each one here btihjw may thus have his little pot of flowers on his win- 
dow-sill. My lords and gentlemen, I have spoken. The play is about 
to begin.” 

Tlie man, who was apparently a sailoi*, and who had been listening 
outside, entered the lower room of the inn, crossed it, paid the necessaiy 
entrance money, reached the court-yard, which was full of people, saw at 
the bottom of it a caravan on wheels, wide oj>on, and on the platform 
an old man dressed in a bear-skin, a young man looking like a mast, a 
blind girl, and a wolf. 

“ Gracious heaven ! ” he <*-i‘ied, “what delightful i)eople ! ” 



CHAPTEE III 

WHEBE THE PASREB -BY BE-APPEABR 

HE Green Box, as \ro have just seen, had arrived in London. 
It was established at Southwark. Ursus htul been tempted 
by the lx)wling-green, whieh had one gi’eat recommendation, 
that it was always fair-day there, even in winter. 

The dome of St. Paul’s was a delight to Frsus. 

London, take it all in all, has some good in it. It was a hrav(‘ thing 
to dedicate a cathedral to St. Paul. The real cathedral saint is St. 
Peter. St. Paul is suspected of imagination, and in matters ec(‘lesias- 
tical imagination means heresy St. Paul is a saint only with extenu- 
ating circumstances. He entered heaven only by the ai’tists’ door. 

A cathedral is a sign. St. Peter is the sign of Eome, the city of 
the dogma ; St. Paul that of London, the city of schism. 

Ursus, whose philosophy had arms so long that it embraced eveiy- 
thing, was a man who appreciated these shades of difference, and his 
attraction towards London arose, jierhaps, from a certain taste of his 
for St. Paul. 

The yard of the Tadcaster Inn had taken the fancy of Lh’sns. It 
might have been onlered for the Green Box. It was a theatre ready- 
made. It was square, with three sides built round, and a wall forming the 
fourth. Against this wall was placed the Green Box, which tlicy were 
able to draw into the yard, owing to the height of the gate. A large 
wooden balcony, roofed over, and supported on posts, on which the 
i-ooms of the first story opened, ran round the three fronts of the in- 
terior fa^gide of the house, making two right angles. The windows of 
the ground fioor made boxes, the pavement of the court the pit, and the 
balcony the galleiy. The Green Box, reared against the wall, was thus 
in front of a theatre. It was very like the Globe, where they played 
“ Othello,” “ King Lear,” and “ The Tempest.” 
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In a corner behind the Green Box was a stable. 

Ursus had made his aiTangements with the tavern-keeper, Master 
Nicless, who, owing to his respect for the law, would not admit the wolf 
without charging him extra. 

The placard, “ Gwynplaine, the Laughing Man,” taken from its 
nail in the Green Box, was hung up close to the sign of the inn. The 
sitting-room of the tavern had, as we have seen, an inside door, which 
opened into the court. By the side of the door was constructed off- 
hand, by means of an empty barrel, a box for the money-taker, who 
was sometimes Fibi, and sometimes Vinos. This was managed much 
as at present. Pay and pass in. Under the placard announcing the 
Laughing Man was a piece of wood, painted white, hung on two nails, 
on which was wiitten in ehai-coal in large letters the title of Ursus’ 
gland piece, “ Cham Vamjuishcd.” 

In the centre of the bjilcoiiy, precisely opposite the Green Box, and 
in a coinpai’tment having for entrance a window reaching to the ground, 
there had been paiiitioned off a space “ for the nobility.” It was large 
enough to hold, in two rows, ten spectators. 

“Vo are in London,” said Ui’sus. “We must be 2>repared for the 
iron try.” 

He had fuinished this box with the best chairs in the inn, and had 
l)laccd in the <!eutro a giand arm-chair of yellow Utrecht velvet, with a 
<'hciT> -coloi’ed pattern, in case some aldeiman’s wife should come. 

Tlicy began their iierformances. The ci’owd immediately flocked to 
them, but tlic* compartment for the nobility remained emiity. With 
that excei)ti()ii their success became so great, that no mountebank 
memory could recall its parallel. All Southwark ran in crowds to 
admire the Laughing Man. 

The merry-andrews and mountebanks of Taninzeau Field were 
aghast at Gwynidaine. The effect he caused was as that of a sparrow- 
hawk fla2>2)iug his wings in a cage of goldfinches, and feeding in their 
seed-trough. Gwyn2)laine ate U2) their 2niblic. 

Besides the small fry, the swallowers of swords and the giimace 
makers, real 2>erfonnances took 2>lace on the green. There was a circus 
of women, lingiug from morning till night with a magnificent peal of 
all sorts of instiTiments, — dnims, rebecks, micamons, tim- 
brels, ree<ls, dulcimers, gongs, cherrettes, bagpi2)es, German horns, 
English eschaqueils, pipes, flutes, and flageolets. 

In a large round tent were some tumblei*s, who could not have 
equaled om* present climbers of the P’yienees — Dulma, Bordenave, and 
Meylonga — who from the peak of Pierrefitte descend to the plateau of 
Lima^on, an almost perpendiculai' height. There was a traveling 
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menageiie, where was to be seen a performing tiger, who, lashed by the 
keeper, snapped at the whip and tried to swallow the lash. Even this 
comedian of jaws and claws was eclipsed in success. 

Curiosity, applause, receipts, crowds, the Laughing Man monopo- 
lized everything. It happened in the twinkling of an eye. Nothing 
was thought of but the Green Box. 

“ ‘Chaos Vanquished’ is ‘Chaos Victor,’” said TJrsus, appi’opriating 
half Gwynplaine’s success, and taking the wind out of his sails, as they 
say at sea. That success was prodigious. Still it remained locaL Fame 
does not cross the sea easily. It took a hundred and thirty years for 
the name of Shakspeare to penetrate from England into France. The 
sea is a wtUl; and if Voltaire — a thing which he very much regivtted 
when it was too late — ^had not thrown a bridge over to Shakspeare, 
Shakspeare might still be in England, on the other side of the wall, a 
captive in insular glory. 

The glory of Gwynplaine had not passed London Bridge. It was 
not great enough yet to re-echo throughout the city. At least not at 
first. But Southwark ought to have sufficed to satisfy the ambition of 
a clown. TJrsus said : 

“ The money bag giws palpably bigger.” 

They played “ TJrsus Jiursus” and “ Chaos Vanquished.” 

Between the acts TJrsus exhibited his power as an engastrimythist, 
and executed marvels of ventriloquism. He imitated every ciy which 
occurred in the audience — a song, a cry, enough to startle, so exu(‘t the 
imitation, the singer or the crier himself ; and now and then ho copied 
the hubbub of the public, and whistled as if there were a crowd of 
people within him. These were remarkable talents. Besides this, he 
harangued like Cicei’o, as we have just seen, sold his drugs, attended 
sickness, and even healed the sick. 

Southwark was enthralled. 

TJrsus was satisfied with the applause of Southwark, but by n<* 
means astonished. 

“ They are the ancient Trinobantes,” ho said. 

Then he added, “ I must not mistake them, for delicacy of taste, 
for the Atrobates, who people Berkshire, or the Belgians, who inhabited 
Somersetshire, nor for the Parisians, who founded York.” 

At every performance the yard of the inn, transformed into a pit, 
was filled with a ragged and enthusiastic audience. It was composed of 
wateimen, chairmen, coachmen, and bargemen, and sailors, just ashore, 
spending their wages in feasting and women. In it there were felons, 
ruffians, and blackguards, who were soldiers condemned for some crime 
against discipline to wear their red coats, which were lined with black, 
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inside out, and from thoneo the name of blackguard, which the French 
turn into hlagueurs. All these flowed from the sti-eet into the theatre, 
and poured back from the theatre into the tap. The emptying of tank- 
ards did not deci-ease their success. 



Amidst what it is usual to call the scum, there was one taller than 
“^he-rest; bigger, sti'onger, less poverty-stinckeii, brosider in the shoulders; 
dressed like the common people, but not ragged. 

Admiring and applauding everything to the skies, clearing his way 
with his fists, wearing a disordered periwig, swearing, shouting, joking, 
never dirty, and, at need, ready to blacken an eye or pay for a bottle. 
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This frequenter was the passer-by whose cheer of enthusiasm has 
been recorded. 

This connoisseur was suddenly fascinated, and had adopted the 
Laughing Man. He did not come every evening, but when he came he 
led the public — applause grew into acclamation — success rose not to the 
roof, for there was none, but to the clouds, for there were plenty of 
them. Which clouds (seeing that there was no I'oof) sometimes wept 
over the masterpiece of Uraus. 

His enthusiasm caused Ursus to ramark this man, and Gwyuplaine 
to observe him . 

They had a gi'eat friend in this unknown visitor. 

Ursus and Gwynplaiue wanted to know him; at least, to know who 
he was. 

One evening, Ursus was in the side scene, which was the kitchen- 
door of the Green Box, seeing Master Nicless standing by him, showetl 
him this man in the crowd, and asked him : 

“ Do you know that man ? ” 

“ Of course I do.” 

“ Who is he f ” 

“ A sailor.” 

“ What is his name ? ” said Gwynplaine, intemipting. 

“ Tom-Jim-Jack,” replied the inn-keeper. 

Then, as he re-desosiided the steps at the back of the Green Box, to 
enter the inn. Master Nicless let fall this profound reflection, so deep as 
to be unintelligible : 

“What a pity that he should not be a lord. He would make a 
famous scoundrel.” 

Otherwise, although established in the tavern, the gi*oup in the 
Green Box had in no way altered their manner of living, and held to 
their isolated habits. Except a few words exchanged now and then 
with the tavern-keeper, they held no communication with any of those 
who were living, either permanently or temporarily, in the inn; and 
continued to keep to themselves. 

Since they had been at Southwark, Gwynplaine had made it hLs 
habit, after the performance and the supper of both family and horses 
— ^when Ursus and Dea had gone to bed in their respective compart- 
ments — ^to breathe a little the fresh air of the bowling-green, between 
eleven o’clock and midnight. A certain vagrancy in our spirits impels 
us to take walks at ni^t, and to saunter under the stars. There is a 
mysterious expectation in youth. Therefore it is that we are prone to 
wander out in the night, without an object. At that hour there was no 
one in the fair-ground, except, perhaps, some reeling drunkard, making 
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staggering shadows in dark corners. The empty taverns were shut up, 
and the lower room in the Tadcaster Inn was dark, except where, in 
some corner, a solitary candle lighted a last reveler. An indistinct 
glow gleamed through the window-shutters of the half-closed tavern, as 
Gwynplaiiie, i)eiisive, content, and dreaming, happy in a haze of divine 
joy, passed backwards and forwards in front of the half-open door. 

Of what was he thinking ? Of Dea — of nothing — of eveiy thing — of 
the depths. 

He never wandered far from the Grreen Box, being held, as by a 
thread, to Dea. A few steps away fi*om it was far enough for him. 

Then he returned, found the whole Green Box aslee]), and went to 
bed himself. 


W\;GL)fA 
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CHAPTER IV 

CONTKABIES FRATERNIZE IN HATE 

ITCCESS is hateful, especially to those whom it overthrows. 
It is rare that the eaten adore the eaters. 

The Laughing Man had decidedly made a hit. The 
mountebanks around were indignjuit. A theatrical success 
is a siphon — ^it pumps in the crowd and <*reates emi)tiuess all round. 
The shop opposite is done for. The increased i'ec<npts of th(» Oreeii Box 
caused a corresponding decrease in the receipts of the suiToundiug 
shows. Those entertainments, popular up to that time, suddenly <'ol- 
lapsed. It was like a low-water mark, slioudng inversely, but in perfect 
concordance, the rise hero, the fall there. Theatres exi)erience the effect 
of tides : they rise in one only on condition of falling in another. 

The swarming stroUera who exhibited their talents and their tnuni)- 
etings on the neighboring platfonus, seeing themselves ruined by the 
Laughing Man, were despairing, yet dazzled. All. the gi'iraacers, all the 
clowns, all the merry-andrews envied Gwynj^aiiic. How happy he 
must be with the snout of a wild beast ! The buffoon mothers and 
dancers on the tight-rope, with pretty children, looked at them in anger, 
and pointing out Gwynplaine, would say, “ "What a i»ity you have not 
a face like that ! ” Some beat their babies savag(jly for b(‘ing pretty. 

More than one, had she known the se(;ret, would have fashioned 
her son’s face in the Gwynplaine style. The head of an angel, which 
brings no money in, is not as good as that of a lucrative devil One 
day the mother of a little child who was a marvel of beauty, and who 
acted a cupid, exclaimed : 

“ Our children are failures ! . Gwynplaine is the sole success.” And 
shaking her fist at her son, she added, “ If 1 only knew your father, 
wouldn’t he catch it 1 ” 
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Gwyuplaine was the goose with the golden eggs ! What a marvel- 
ous phenomenon ! There was an uproar through all the caravans. The 
mountebanks, enthusiastic and exasperated, looked at Gwynplaine and 
gnashed their teeth. Admiring anger is called env}'. Then it howls ! 
They trietl to disturb “ CJinos Vanquished;” made a cabal, hissed, scolded. 



shouted ! This was an excuse for TJrsus to make out-of-door harangues 
to the populace, and for his friend Tom-Jim-Jack to use his fists to 
re-establish order. His pugilistic marks of friendship brought him still 
more under the notice and regard of Ursus and Gwynplaine. At a dis- 
tance, however, for the group in the Green Box sufficed to themselves, 
and held aloof from the rest of the world, and because Tom-Jim-Jack, 
this leader of the mob, seemed a sort of supreme buUy, without a tie. 
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without a friend; a smasher of windows, a manager of men, now here, 
now gone, hail-fellow-well-met with every one, companion of none. 

This raging envy against Gwynplaine did not give in for a few 
friendly hits horn Tom-Jim-Jack. The outcries having miscarried, 
the mountebanks of Tarrinzeau Field fell back on a petition. They 
addressed to the authorities. , This is the usual course. Against an 
unpleM^nt success we firat try to stir up the crowd and then we petition 
the magistrate. 

With the merry-andrews the reverends allied themselves. The 
Laughing Man had inflicted a blow on the preachers. There were 
empty places not only in the caravans, but in the churches. The con- 
gregations in the churches of the five parishes in Southwai‘k had 
dwindled away. People left before the sermon to go to flwynplaine. 
“ Chaos Vanquished,'^ the G-reen Box, the Laughing Man, all the abomi- 
nations of Baal, eclipsed the eloquence of the pulpit. The voice crying 
in the desert, vox clamantis in deserto, is discontented, and is prone to 
call for the aid of the authorities. The clergy of the five parishes com- 
plained to the Bishop of London, who complained to her Majesty. 

The complaint of the merry-andrews was based on religion. They 
declared it to be insulted. They described Gwynplaine as a sorcerei*, 
and Ursus as an atheist. 

The reverend gentlemen invoked social oinler. Setting orthodf)xy 
aside, they took action on the fact that acts of parliament wei’e violate<l. 
It was clever. Because it was the period of Mr. Locke, who had died 
but six months previously-— 28th October, 1704 — and when skepticism, 
which Bolingbroke had instilled into Voltaii’e, was taking root. Later 
on Wesley came and restored the Bible, as Loyola restored the papacy. 

Thus the Green Box was battered on both sides ; by the meny- 
andrews, in the name of the Pentateuch, and by chaplains in the name 
of the police. In the name of heaven and of the inspectors of nuisances, 
the reverends holding to the nuisance, the mountebanks to heaven. 
The Gb«en Box was denounced by the priests as an obstruction, and by 
the jugglers as sacrilegious. 

Had they any pretext f Was there any excuse f Yes. What was 
the crime! This: there was the wolf. A dog was allowable; a wolf 
forbidden. In England the wolf is an outlaw. England admits the 
dog which barks, but not the dog which howls, — a shade of difference 
between the yard and the woods. 

The rectors and vicars of the five parishes of Southwark called 
attention in their petitions to numerous parliamentary and royal 
statutes putting the wolf beyond the protection of the law. They 
moved for something like the imprisonment of Gwynplaine and the 
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execution of the wolf, or at any rate for their banishment. The ques- 
tion was one of public importance, the danger to persons passing, etc. 
And, on this point, they appealed to the Faculty. They cited the 
opinion of the Eighty physicians of London, a learned body which dates 
from Henry YIII., which has a seal like that of the State, which can 
raise sick people to the dignity of being amenable to their jurisdiction, 
which has the right to imprison those who infringe its law and contra- 
vene its ordinances, and which, amongst other useful regulations for 
the health of the citizens, put beyond doubt this fact acquired by 
science : that if a wolf sees a man first, the man becomes hoarse for life. 
Besides, he may bo bitten. 

Homo, then, was a pretext. 

Uims heard of these designs through the inn-keeper. He was 
uneasy. He was afraid of two claws — the police and the justices. To 
be afraid of the magisti'acy, it is sufficient to be afraid, there is no need 
to be guilty. Ui-sus had no desire for contact with sheriffs, provosts, 
bailiffs, and coronem His eagerness to make their acquaintance 
amounted to nil. His curiosity to see the magistrates was about as 
gi’eat as the hai'e’s to see the gi’eyhound. 

He began to regret that he had come to London. 

“‘Better’ is the enemy of ‘good,’” miuinured he apart. ‘I thought 
the proverb was ill-considered. I was wrong. Stupid truths are tiue 
truths.” 

Against the coalition of powers — ^merry-andrews taking in hand 
the cause of religion, and chaplains, indignant in the name of medicine, 
— the iK)ov Green Box, suspected of sorcery in Gwynplaine and of 
hydrophobia in Homo, had only one thing in its favor (but a thing of 
great power in England), municipal inactivity. It is to the local author- 
ities letting things take their own course that Englishmen owe their 
liberty. Liberty in England behaves very much as the sea around 
England. It is a tide. Little by little manners suimoimt the law. A 
cruel system of legislation drowned under the wave of custom; a 
savage code of laws still visible through the transpai'ency of universal 
liberty : such is England. 

The Laughing Man, “GAaos Vanquishedf” and Homo might liave 
mountebanks, preachers, bishops, the House of Commons, the House of 
Lords, Her Majesty, London, and the whole of England against them, 
and remain undisturbed so long as Southwark permitted. 

The Green Box was the favorite amusement of the suburb, and the 
local authorities seemed disinclined to interfere. In England, indiffer- 
ence is protection. So long as the sheiiff of the county of Surrey, 
to the jurisdiction of which Southwark belongs, did not move in 
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the matter, TJrsus breathed freely, and Homo eould sleen cm his 
wolPs ears. 

So long as the hatred which it excited did not occasion acts of 
lence, it increased success. The Ghreen Box was none the worse for it, 
for the time. On the contrary, hints were scattered that it contained 
something mysterious. Hence the Laughing Man Ijecame more and 
more popular. The public follow Avith gusto the scent of anything con- 
traband. To be suspected is a recommendatioii. The i)eople adopt by 
instinct that at which the finger is pointc‘d. The tiling Avhich is 
denounced is like the savor of forbidden fruit; Ave rush to eat it. 
Besides, applaii»e Avhich irritates some one, especially if that some one 
is in authority, is sweet. ' To perform, Avliilst passing a jileasant cA^en- 
ing, both an act of kindness to the oppressed, and of opposition to the 
oppressor, is agreeable. You are protecting at the same time that you 
are being amused. So the theatric* al caravans on the boArling-green 
continued to howl and to cabal against the Laughing Man. Nothing 
could be better calculated to enhance his suc*(*ess. The shouts of one’s 
enemies are useful, and giv^e i>oiut and A^itality to one’s triumph. A 
friend wearies sooner in praise than an enemy in abuse. To abuse does 
not hurt. Enemies are ignorant of this fact. They cannot hel]) insult- 
ing us, and this constitutes .their use. They (*afenot hold their tongut*s, 
4|md thus keep the public aAA'ake. 

The crowds whicJi flocked to ‘‘ Chaos Vanquishefl^ in<*reased daily. 

Ursuit kept what Master Nicless had said of intriguers and com- 
plaints in high places to himself, and did not tell (xAvyiiplaine, lest it 
should trouble the ease of his acting by creating anxiety. I If cA'il Avas 
to come, he would be sure to know it soon enough. 



CHAPTER V 

THE WAPENTAKE 


JfCE, however, he thought it his duty to derogate from this 
prudence, for prudence’ sake, thinking that it might be well 
to make (Iwynplaine uneasy. It is true that this idea ai'ose 
tVoin a <*ircumstanee much gi*aver, in the opinion of Ursus, 
than the cabals of the fair oi’ of the church. 

(Iwynplaine, as he picked up a farthingj which had fallen when 
counting the receipts, had, in the presence of the inn-keeper, di*awn a 
contrast between the farthing, representing the jnisery of the people^ 
and the die, rein-esentiug, under the figure of Anne, the parasitical luag- 
nific(‘nce of the throne — an iU-sounding si)eech. This observation was 
rei)eate(l by Master Nieless, and Ixad such a run, that it I’eacheu to Ui’sus 
through and Vinos. It jnit Ursus into a fever. Seditions words, 
lose Majeste. He to<»k C-wyuplaine severely to task. 

“ Watch over your abominable jaws. Thei’e is a rule for the great 
— to do nothing; and a rule for the small — to say nothing. The poor 
man has but one frieml, silence, lie shoiild only pronounce one syl- 
lable: ‘yes.’ To confess and to consent is all the right ho has. ‘Yes,’ 
to the judge; ‘yeS,’ to the king. (Ireat people, if it i>leases them to do 
so, beat us. I have reeeived blows fi'om them. It is their prerogative; 
^and they h)so nothing of their gi-eatness by breaking our bones. The 
ossifrage is a|||^cios of eagle. Let us venerate the sceptre, which is the 
firet of, staves. Respect js prudence, and mediocrity is safety. To 
insult the king is to put one’s self in the same danger as a girl rashly 
l)aiing the nails of a Ijou. Th(‘y tell me that you have been prattling 
about the farthing, which is the same thing as the Hard, and that you 
have found fault with the august m<^alliou, for which they sell us at 
luai'ket the eigh1;h pai't of a salt hening. Take care ; let us be serious. 
Consider the gxistence of pains and penalties. Suck in these legislative 
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traths. You are iu a country in which the man who outs down a tree 
three years old, is quietly taken off to the gallows. As to swearers, 
their feet are put into the stocks. The drunkard is shut up in a barrel 
with the bottom out, so that he can walk, with a hole in the top, through 
which his head is passed, and with two in the bung for his hands, so 
that he cannot lie down. He who strikes another one iu Westminster 
Hall is imprisoned for life and has his goods confiscated. Whoever 
strikes any one in the king’s palace has his hand struck off. A fillip on 
the nose chances to bleed, and, behold ! you 81*0 maimed for life. He 
who is convicted of heresy in the bishop’s court is bunit alive. It was 
for no great matter that Outhbei't Simpson was quartered on a turnstile. 
Three years since, in 1702, which is not long ago, you see, they placed 
in the pillory a scoundrel, called Danid Defoe, who had had the audac- 
ity to print the names of the Members of Parliament who had spoken 
on the previous evening. He who commits high treason is disem- 
boweled alive, and they tear out his heart and buffet his cheeks with it. 
Impress on yourself notions of right and justice. Never allow youi'self 
to speak a word, and at the first cause of anxiety, run for it. Such is 
the bravery which I counsel and which I practice. In the way of temer- 
ity, imitate the birds ; iu the way of talking, imitate the fishes. Eng- 
land has one admii-able point in her favor, that her legislation is verj' 
mild.” 

His admonition over, Ursus remained mieasy for some time. (Iwyn- 
plaine not at all. The intrepidity of youth arises from want of exi)e- 
rience. However, it seemed that Gwynplaine had good reason for his 
easy mind, for the weeks flowed on peacefully, and no bad «|kise(£neuces 
seemed to have resulted from his observations about the queen. 

Ursus, we know, lacked apathy, and, like a roebuck on the'watch, 
kept a lookout in every direction. One d^y* n short time after his 
sermon to Gwynplaiue, as he was looking out from the window in the 
wall which commanded the field, he became suddenly pale. 

“ Gwynplaine f ” 

“ What f ” 

“ Look.” 

“ Where f ” 

“ In the field.” 

“Well?” 

“ Do you see that passer-by f ” 

The man iu black f ” 

“ Yes.” 

“ Who has a kind of mace in his hand f ” 

“Yes.” 
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Weill” 

“Well, Gwynplaine, that man is the wapentake.” 
“ What is the wapentake ? ” 

“ He is the bailiff of the hundred.” 

“ What is the bailiff of the hundred ? ” 



“He is the prcepositm hmulredi.” 

“And what is the propositus hvmdr&M f” 
“ He is a terrible officer.” 

“ What has he got in his hand f ” 

“ The iron weapon.” 

“ What is the iron weapon f ” 
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“ A thing made of iron.” 

“ What does he do with that f ” 

‘‘First of all, he swears upon it. It is for that reason that he is 
called the wapentake.” 

“And then!” 

“ Then he touches you with it.” 

“ With wdiat f ” 

“ With the iron weapon.” 

“ The wapentake touches you with the iron weapon ? ” 

“Yes.” 

“ What does that mean f ” 

“ That means, follow me.” 

“ And must you follow f ” 

“Yes.” 

“ Wliither f ” 

“ How should f know I ” 

“ But he tells vou where he is going to take you ? ” 

“ No.” 

“ How is that ? ” 

“ He says nothing and you say nothing.” 

“ But ^ 

“ He touches you with the iron w’’eai)oii. All is over then. You 
must go.” 

“ But where f ” 

“ After him.” 

“ But where I 

“ Wherever he likes, Gwynpiaine.” 

“ And if you resist f ” 

“ You are hanged.” 

TJrsus looked out of the window again, and drawing a long breath, 
said : 

“ Thank Gk)d ! He has passed. He was not coming here.” 

Ursus was perhaps unreasonably alarmed about the indiscreet 
remark, and the consequences likely to result from the unconsidered 
words of Gwynpiaine. 

Muster Nicless, who had heard them, had no interest in compro- 
mising the poor inhabitants of the Green Box. He was amassing at 
the same time as the Laughing Man, a nice little fortune. “ Chaos Van- 
quished^ had succeeded in two ways. While it made art triumph on the 
stage, it made drunkenness prosper in the tavern. 



CHAPTER VI 


THE MOUSE EXAMINED BY THE CATS 

RSUS was soon afterwards startled by another alarming eir- 
eumstance. This time it was he himself who was concerned. 
He was summoned to Bishopsgate before a commission com- 
l)osed of three disagi’eeable countenances. They belonged 
to three doctors, called overseers. One was a Doctor of Theology, dele- 
gated by the Dean of Westminster; another, a Doctor of Medicine, 
delegated by the College of Surgeons; the third, a Doctor iu History 
ainl ('ivil Law, delegated by Gresham College, These thi‘ee experts in 
oniiir )r sriUli had the ceiisorshi]* of everything said in public through- 
out the bounds of the hundred and thirty i)arishes of London, the 
seventy-three of Middlesex, and, by extension, the five of Southwark. 

Such theological juinsdictious still subsist in England, and do good 
service. In December, 18(58, by sentence of the Court of Aivhes, con- 
finned by the decision of the Privy (.'ouncil, tlui Revei’end Mackonochie 
was censured, besides being condemned in costs, for having placed 
lighted caudles on a table. The liturgj' allows no jokes. 

Ursus, then, one fine day, r<*ceived from the delegated doctors an 
order to a})]>ear before them, wdiich was, luckily, given into his own 
hands, and which he was therefore enabled to keep secret. Without 
saying a word, ho obeyed the citation, shuddering at the thought that 
he might be considered culpable to the extent of having the appear- 
ance of being suspected of a certain amount of rashness. He who had 
so iwommended silence to others had here a rough lesson. Garrule, 
Sana teipsnm. 

The three doctors, delegated and appointed overseers, sat at 
Bishopsgate, at the end of a room on the ground floor, in three arm- 
chairs covered with black leather, with three busts of Minos, .lEacus, 
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and Bhadamantlius, in the wall above their heads, a table before them, 
and at their feet a form for the accused. 

Ursus, introduced by a tipstaff, of placid but severe expression, 
entei'ed, perceived the doctors, and immediately in his own mind, gave 
to each of them the name of the judge of the infernal regions repre- 
sented by the bust placed above his head. Minos, the president, the 
representative of theologj*, made him a sign to sit down on the form. 

Ursus made a proper bow — that is to say, bowed to the gi’ouud ; 
and knowing that bears are chaimed by honey, and doctors by Latin, 
he said, keeping his body still bent respectfully : 

“ Tres faciunt capituluin ! ” 

Then, with head inclined (for modesty disarms), he sat dovni on the 
foim. 

Each of the three doctors had before him a bimdle of pa2)ers, of 
which he was tuniing the leaves. 

Minos began : 

“ You speak in public ? ” 

“ Yes,® replied Ursus. 

“ By what right f ” 

“ I am a philosopher.® 

“ That gives no right.® 

“ I am also a mountebank,® said Ursus. 

“ That is a different thing.® 

Ursus breathed again, but with humility. 

Minos resumed : 

“ As a mountebank, you may si)eak ; as a ihilosopher, yoTi must 
keep silence.” 

“ I win tiy,® said Ursus. 

Then he thought to himself : 

“ I may speak, but I must be silent. How complicated.® 

He was much alarmed. 

The same overseer continued : 

“You say things which do not sound right. You insult I’eligion. 
You deny the most evident truths. You propagate revolting errors. 
For instance, you have said that the fac*t of Aurginity excludes the pos- 
sibility of maternity.® 

.Ursus lifted his eyes meekly, — “ I did not say that. I said that 
the fact of maternity excludes the possibility of virginity.® 

Minos was thoughtful, and mumbled: “True, that is the con- 
trary.® 

It was really the same thing. But Ursus had parried the first 
blow. 
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Minos, meditating on the answer just given by Ursus, sank into 
the depths of his own imbecility, and kept silent. 

The overseer of history, or, as Ursus called him, Ehadamanthus, 
covered the retreat of Minos by this interpolation : 

“Accused ! your audacity and your oiTors are of two sorts. You 
have denied that the battle of Pharsalia was lost because Brutus and 
Cassius had met a negro.” 

“ I said,” muimured Ursus, “ that there was something in the fact 
that Ca0sar was the better oa2»tain.” 

The man of history passed, without transition, to mythology. 

“ You have excused the infamous acts of Actjeon.” 

“ I think,” said Ursus, insinuatingly, “ that a man is not tiishonored 
by having seen a naked woman.” 

“ Then you are wi*oug,” said the Judge, severely. 

Ehadamanthus returned to histoiy. 

“Ai)ro2)OS of the accidents which hapi)ened to the cavalry of Mith- 
ridates, you have contested the virtues of herbs and plants. You have 
denied tliat a herb like the secmiduca, could make the shoes of horses 
fall off.” 

“Pardon me,” rejdied Ursus. “I said that the power existed 
only in the hcrl) sfemi cavallo. I never denied the virtue of any 
herb.” 

And he added, in a low voice : 

“ Nor of any woman.” 

By this extraneous addition to his answer Ursus proved to himself 
that, anxious as he was, he was not disheartened. Ursus was a com- 
i)Ound of teiTor and presence of mind. 

“ To continue,” resumed Ehadamanthus ; “ you have declared that 
it was folly in Scipio, when he wished to ojien the gates of Carthage, to 
use as a key the herb a^thiopis, because the herb aethiopis has not the 
l)roi)erty of breaking locks.” 

“ I merely said that he would have done better to have used the 
herb lunaria.” 

“ That is a matter of opinion,” mumured Ehadamanthus, touched 
m his tuin. 

And the man of history was silent. 

The theologian, Minos, having retunied to consciousness, ques- 
tioned Ursus anew. He had had time to consult his notes. 

“ You have classed orpimeut amongst the products of arsenic, and 
you have said that it is a poison. The Bible denies this.” 

“ The Bible denies, but arsenic affirms it,” sighed Ursus. 

The man whom Ursus called .^acus, and who was the envoy of 
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medicine, had not yet spoken, but now looking down on Ureus, with 
proudly half-closed eyes, he said : 

“ ^e answer is not without some show of reason.” 

Ursus thanked him with his most cringing smile. 

Minos frowned frightfully. 

“ I resume,” said Minos. “ You have said that it is false that the 
basilisk is the king of serpents, imder the name of cockatrice.” 

“Very reverend sir,” said Ursus, “so little did I desii*e to insult the 
basilisk that I have given out as certain that it has a man’s head.” 

“ Be it so,” replied Minos, severely ; “ but you added that Poerius 
had seen one with the head of a falcon. Can you prove it ? ” 

“ Not easily,” said Ursus. 

Here he had lost a little groimd. 

Minos, seizing the advantage, pushed it. 

“ You have said that a converted Jew has not a nice smell.” 

“ Yes. But I added that a Christian who becomes a Jew has a nasty 
one.” 

Minos lost his eyes over the accusing dociunents. 

“You have affirmed and propagated things whicli are imjiossible. 
You have said that .^liau had seen an elephant write sentences.” 

“ Nay, verj' reverend gentlemen ! I simply said that Oppian liad 
heard an hippopotamus discuss a philosophical problem.” 

“You have declared that it is not true that a dish made t)f beech- 
wood will become covered of itself with all the viands that one can 
desire.” 

“ I said, that if it has this virtue, it must lx; that you rt‘ccived it 
from the devil” 

“ That I received it ! ” 

“ No, most reverend sir. I, nobotly, everybody ! ” 

Aside, Ursus thought, “ I don’t know what I am saying.” 

But his outward confusion, though extreme, was not distinctly 
visible. Ursus struggled with it. 

“ All this,” Minos began again, “ implies a certain belief in the devil.” 

Ursus held his own. 

“Very reverend sir, I am not an unbeliever with regard to the 
devil. Belief in the devU is the reverse side of faith in God. The one 
proves the other. He who does not believe a little in the devil, does 
not believe much in God. He who believes in the sun must believe in 
the shadow. The devil is the night of God. What is night? The 
proof of day.” 

Ursus here extemporized a fathomless combination of philosophy 
and religion. Minos remained pensive, and relapsed into sUence. 
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Ursus breathed afresh. 

sharp onslaught now took place, .ffiacus, the medical delegate, 
who had disdainfully protected Ursus against the theologian, now tmned 
suddenly from auxiliary into assailant. He placed his closed fist on his 



bundle of paper's, which was largo and heavy. Ursus received this 
apostrophe full in the breast : 

“ It is proved that crystal is sublimated ice, and that the diamond 
is sublimated crystal. It is averred that ice becomes crystal in a thou- 
sand years, and crystal diamond in a thousand ages. You have denied 
this.” 

“ Nay,” replied Ui'sus, with siwluess. “ I only said that in a thou- 
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sand years ice had time to melt, and that a thousand ages were difficult 
to count.” 

The examination went on; questions and answer's clashed like 
swords. 

“ You have denied that plants can talk.” 

“ Not at aU- But to do so they must grow under a gibbet.” 

“ Do you own that the mandragora cries ? ” 

“ No ; but it sings.” 

“ You have denied that the fourth ffiigor of the left hand has a 
cordial virtue.” 

“ I only said that to sneeze to the left was a bad sign.” 

“ You have spoken rashly and disrespectfully of the phoenix.” 

“ Learned judge, I merely said that when he wi'ote that the brain 
of the phoenix was a delicate morsel, but that it produced headache, 
Plutarch was a little out of his reckoning, inasmuch as the phoenix never 
existed.” 

“A detestable speech! The (finnamalker which makes its nest with 
sticks of cinnamon, the rhintacus that Parysatis used in the manufact- 
ure of her poisons, the manucodiatas which is the bird of jraradise, and 
the semenda, which has a beak with three holes, have been mistaken for 
the phoenix; but the phoenix has existed.” 

“ I do not deny it.” 

“ You are a stupid ass.” 

“ I desu'e to be thought no better.” 

“You have confessed that the elder tree cui’es the quinsy, but you 
added that it was not because it has in its root a fairy excrescence.” 

“ I said it was because Judas hung himself on an eldei* tree.” 

“A plausible opinion,” growled the theologian, glad to strike his 
little blow at jEacus. 

Arrogance repulsed soon turns to anger. .Eacus was enraged. 

“ Wandering mountebapk ! you wander as much in mind as with 
your feet. Your tendencies are out of the way and susiueious. You 
approach the bounds of sorcery. You have dealings with unknown 
animals. You speak to the populace of things that exist but for you 
alone, and the nature of which is unknown, such as the limmoirhous.” 

“ The hoemoiThous is a viper which was seen by Ti*emellius.” 

This repartee produced a certain disoi'der in the irritated science of 
Doctor .Eacus. 

Ursus added : 

“ The existence of the hoemorrhous is quite as true as that of the 
odoriferous hyena, and of the civet described by Castellus.” 

.Eacus got out of the difficulty by charging home. 
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“ Here are yonr owu words, and very diabolical words they are. 
Listen.” 

With his eye on his notes, .^acus read : 

“ Two plants, the thalagssigle and the aglaphotis, are hnuiuous in 
the evening, flowers by day, stars by night.” 

And looking steadily at Ursus : 

“ What have you to say to that f ” 

Ursus answered : 

“ Every plant is a lamp. Its perfume is its light.” 

jEacus turned over other pages. 

“ You have denied that the vesicles of the otter are equivalent to 
castoreuin.” 

“ I merely said that perhaps it may be ueeessaiy to I'cceive the 
teaching of Actius on this point with some reserve.” 

.Eaeus became furious. 

“ You practice medicine ? ” 

“ I practice medicine,” sighed UrShs, timidly. 

“On living things?” 

“ Rather than on dead ones,” said Ursus. 

Umis defended himself stoutly, but dully; an admirable mixture, 
in which meekness predominated. He spoke with such gentleness, that 
Doctor A^jums felt that he must insult him. 

“ What ai'o you murmuring there ? ” said he, rudely. 

Ursus was amazed, and restricted himself to saying : 

“ Murmurings are for the young, and moans for the aged. Alas, I 
moan ! ” 

AGacus replied : 

“ Be assm'ed of this, — ^if you attend a sick i)erson, and he dies, you 
will 1)0 punished by death.” 

Tarsus hazarded a question. 

“ And if he gets well t ” 

“ In that case,” said the doctor, softening his voico, “ yo\i will be 
punished by death.” 

“ There is little difference,” said Ursus. 

The doctor replied : 

“If death ensues, we punish gross ignorance; if recovery, we 
punish presumption. The gibbet in either case.” 

“ I was ignorant of the circumstance,” murmm’ed Ursus. “ I thank 
you for teaching me. One does not know all the beauties of the 
law.” 

“ Take care of yourself.” 

“ Religiously,” said Ursus. 
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“We know what you are about.” 

“As for me,” thought Ursus, “that is more than 1 always know 
myself.” 

“ We eould send you to prison.” 

“ I see that perfectly, gentlemen.” 

“ You cannot deny your infractions m)r your encTOachmeiits.” 

“ My philosophy asks pardon.” 

“ Great audacity has been attributetl to you.” 

, “ That is quite a mistake.” 

“ It is said that you have cured the sick.” 

“ I am the victim of calumny.” 

The three pairs of eyebrows which were so hombly fixed on Fi*sus 
contracted. The three wise factes drew near to each other, and whis- 
pered. Ursus had the vision of a vague fool’s cap sketched <mt al>ove 
those three empowei’ed heads. The low and requisite whispering of the 
trio was of some minutes’ duration, during whicli time Ursus felt all 
the ice and all the scorch of agony. At length Minos, who was presi- 
dent, turned to him and said, augiily : 

“ Go away ! ” 

Ursus felt something like Jonas when lu* was leaving tlie belly of 
the whale. 

Minos continued : 

“ You are discharged.” 

Ursus said to himself : 

“ They won’t catch me at this again. Good-bye, medicine 

And he added, in his innermost heai-t : 

“ Prom henceforth I will carefully allow them to die.” 

Bent double, he bowed everywhere; to the doctors, to the busts, 
the tables, the walls, and retiring backwards through the door, dis- 
appeai'ed almost as a shadow melting into air. 

He left the hall slowly, like an innocent man, and ruslicd from the 
street rapidly, like a guilty one. The officers of justice ai^e so singular 
and obscure in their ways, that even when acquitted, one flies from 
them. 

As he fled he mumbled : 

^‘I am well out of it. I am the savant untamed; they the savants 
civilized. Doctors cavil at the learned. False science is the excrement 
of the true, and is enq)loyed to the destruction of philosophers. Phi- 
losophers, as they produce sophists, produce their own scourge. Of the 
dung of the thrush is bom the mistletoe, with which is made birdlime, 
with which the thmsh is captured. TurAus sihi malum caentP 

We do not represent Ursus as a refined man. He was impradent 
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enough to use words which expressed his thoughts. He had no more 
taste than Voltaire. 

When TJrsus returned to the Green Box, he told Master Nicles.s that 
he had been delayed by following a pretty woman, and let not a woi-d 
escape him concerning his adventure. 

Except in the evening when he said in a low voice to Homo : 

“ See here, I have vanquished the three heads of Cerberus.” 



CHAPTEK VII 

WHY SHOULD A GOLD TIECE LOWEK ITSELF HY AIIXING WITH 

A HEAP (»F PENNIES? 


event happened. 

The Tadcostei' Inn liecame more and more a fm’iiaee of 
joy and laughter. Never was tliere more resonant gayi^tj’. 
The landlord and his boy were become insufficient to draw 
the ale, stout, and porter. In the evening in tlie lower room, with its 
windows all aglow, there was not a vacant table. They sang, they 
shouted; the great old hearth, vaulted like an ov»‘n, with its iron bars 
piled with coals, shone out brightly. It was like a house of fire and 
noise. 

In the vard — that is to sav, in the theatni — the crt)wd was great* >r 

still. 

Crowds as great as the suburb of Southwark couhl snp])ly so 
thronged the performances of “ Clmoa Vaiujitislml,'” that dii-eictly the 
curtain was raised — that is to say, the platform of the <-lreen Box was 
lowered — eveiy placte was filled. The windows were alive with spec- 
tators, the balcony was cranuned. Not a single paving-stone jn th** 
jjaved vard was to be seen. It seemed i)aved with fac«*s. 

Omy the compartment for the nobility remained empty. 

There was thus a space in the ceuti’e of the balcony, a black hole, 
caUeil in metaphorical slang, an oven. No one there. Crowds every- 
wirax; except in that one sjKjt. 

One evening it was occupied. 

It vras on a Saturday, a day on which the English make all haste 
to amuse themselves before the ennui of Sunday. The hall was fuU. 

We say haU. Shakespeare for a long time had to use the yard of 
an inn for a theatre, and he called it hall. 

Just as the curtain rose on the ptologue of “ Chaos Vanquished^ 
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with Ursus, Homo, and Gwynplaiiie on the stage, Ui'sus, from habit, 
(‘.ast a look at the audience, and felt a sensatiou. 

The compartment for the nobility was occupied. A lady was sit- 
ting alone in the middle of the box, on the Uti'echt velvet arm-chair. 
She was alone, and she filled the box. Certain beings seem to give out 
light. This lady, like Dea, had a light in herself, but a light of a dif- 
ferent character. 

Dea was pale, this lady was pink. Dea was the twilight, tliis lady, 
Aurora. Dea was beautiful, this lady was superb. Dea was innocence, 
candor, fairness, alabaster — ^tliis woman was of the purple, and one felt 
that she <lid not fear the blush. Her iiTudiatioii ovi'rflowed the box, 
she sat in the midst of it, immoviible, in the spreading majesty of an idol. 

Amidst the sordid crowd she .shone out grandly, as Avith the radi- 
ance of a carbuncle. She inundated it with so much light that slu' 
drowned it in shadow, and all the mean fa(*es in it uudeiw(*ut eclipse. 
Her sjdeiidor blotted out all tdso. 

Ev(‘ry eye was turned towards her. 

Toni-.lim-.Tack was in the crowd. He was lost lik(» the rest in the 
nimbus of this dazzling <‘reature. 

The lady at first absorbed the whole attention of the public, Avho 
ha<l crowded to the ]>erformauce, thus somewhat diminishing the open- 
ing effects of “ (luws VanqimlmL'^ 

TMiat(‘V(‘r might be the air of dreamland about her, foi’ those who 
W(Te in'ar she Avas a Avoman; ])erchjuice, too much a woman. 

She Avas tall and amply formed, and showed as much as jiossilde of 
her magnificent 2*erson. She Avore heaAw eairings of iiearls, AA'ith which 
Averc* mixed those wdiimsical jeAA'cls calh'd “keys of England.” Her 
ujijicr dress was of Indian mmslin, (‘inbroidnAMl all tivin’ Avith gold — a 
gi’eat luxury, because those muslin (b'essi's then cost .six hundi'cd croAms. 
A larg(' diamond brooch closed her chemis(‘, the which she wore so as to 
disjilay her shoidders and bosom, in the immodest fashion of the time; 
the chemisette AA'as made of that laA\^l of which Anno of Austria had 
sheets .so fine that they could be jiassed tlirough a ring. She Avoi-o what 
seemed like a cuirass of nrbies — .some rmcut, but jKdished, and iirecious 
stones Avere scaa'ii all over tin* body of her dress. Then, her eyebrows 
were blacktmed with Indian ink ; and her arms, elbows, shouldei-s, chin, 
and nostrils, with the toj) of her eyelid.s, the lobes of her ears, the jralms 
of her harrds, the tips of her fingers, Avere tinted A\ith a gloAving aird 
provokirrg touch of color. AboA'e aU, she Avr)re arr exjffessiorr of imida- 
cablo deternrinatiorr to be bearrtifrrl. This reached thc! point of ferocity. 
She was like a i)auther, with the power of trrrning cat at will, and car-ess- 
ing. One of her eyes was blue, the other blact'. 
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G-wynplaine, as well as TJrsus, contemplated her. 

The Green Box somewhat resembled a phantasmagoria in its repre- 
sentations. “ Chaos Vanquished” was rather a dimm than a piece; it 
• generally produced on the audience the effect of a vision. Now, this 
effect was reflected on the actors. The house took the performers by 
surprise, and they were thunderstruck in their tuni. It was a rebound 
of fascination. 

The woman watched them, and they watched her. 

At the distance at which they were placed, and in that luminous 
mist which is the half-light of a theatre, details were lost, and it was 
like an hallucination. 

Of course it was a woman, but was it not a chimera as well ! The 
l»eneti’ation of her light into their obscmity stupefied them. It was like 
the appearance of an unknown planet. It came from a world of the 
happy. Her in'adiation amplified her figure. The lady was covered 
with nocturnal glitterings, like a milk}’’ way. Her precious stones were 
stars. The diamond brooch was perhaps a pleiad. The splendid beauty 
of her bosom seemed supernatm’al. They felt, as they looked upon the 
star-like creature, the momentaiy but thiilling approach of tln^ regions 
of felicity. It was out of the heights of a Paradise that she leant 
towards their mean-looking Green Box, and revealed to the gaxa of its 
wretched audience her expression of inexorable serenity. As she satis- 
fied her unbounded curiosity, she fed at the same time the cuiiosity of 
the imblic. 

It was the Zenith permitting the Abyss tt) look at it. 

Ui’sus, Gwynplaine, Vinos, Fibi, the crowd, eveiy one had suc- 
cumbed to her dazzling beauty, except Dea, ignorant in her darkness. 

An apparition was indeed before them; but none of the ideas 
usually evoked by the word were realized in the lady’s appearance. 
There was nothing about her diaphanous, nothing undecided, nothing 
floating, no mist. She was an apparition ; rose-colored and fresh, and 
full of health. Yet, under the optical condition in which Uieus an<l 
G'wynplaiue were placed, she looked like a ’vision. There are fleshy 
called vampires. Such a queen as she, though a spirit to the 
^^xTOwd, consumes twelve hundred thousand a year, to keep her health. 

Behind the lady, in the shadow, her page was to l)e perceived, e/ 
moso, a little child-like man, fair and pretty, with a serious face. A 
very young and very' grave servant, was the fashion of that period. 
This page was dressed from top to toe, in scarlet velvet, and had on his 
skull-cap, which was embroidered with gold, a bunch of curled feathers. 
This was the sign of a high class of service, and indicated attendance on 
a very great lady. 
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The lackey is part of the lord, and it was impossible not to remark, 
in the shadow of his mistress, the train-bearing page. Memory often 
takes notes unconsciously; aud, without dwynplainO’s suspecting it, the 
round cheeks, the serious mien, the embroidered and plumed cap of the 



lady’s page left some trace on his mind. The page^ however, did nothing 
to call atWtion to himself. To do so is to be wanting in respect. He 
hel<l himselj^ aloof and passive at the back of the box, retiring as far as 
the closed door permitted. 

Notwi&.^~ •’mg the presence of her train-bearer, the lady was not 
the less alone in^tias.'^ ^•^^artment, since a voiet counts for nothing. 
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However powerful a diversion had been produced by this person, 
who produced the effect of a personage, the denouement of “ Chaos 
Vanquished^ was more poweiful stilL The impression which it made 
was, as usual, irresistible. Perhaps, even, there occimvd in the hall, 
on account of the radiant spectator (for sometimes the spectator is part 
of the spectacle), an increase of eletdricity. The contagion of Crwyn- 
plaine’s laugh was more triumphant than ever. Tlie whole audience 
fell into an indescribable epilepsy of hilarity, through which could be 
distinguished the sonorous and magisterial ha ! ha ! of Tom-,Tim-Jack. 

Only the unknown lady looked at the peifonuaiice with the 
immobility of a statue, and with her eyes, like those of a phantom, 
she laughed not. A spectre, but sun-bom. 

The performance over, the platform di’awn ui>, aiwl, the family re- 
assembled in the Orcen Box, Ursus opened and emptied on the supper- 
table the bag of receipts. From a heap of i)eunies, there slid suddenly 
forfh a Spanish gold onza. 

“ Hers ! ” cried Ursus. 

The onza amidst the pence covered witli vcrdigi'is was a type! of th(‘ 
lady amidst the crowd. 

“ She has paid an onza for her seat,” cried Ursus, with enthusiasm. 

Just then, the hotel-keeper entereil the Oreen Box, ami 2)assing his 
arm out of the window at the ])a(*k of it, opened the loop-hole in the 
wall of which we have already spoken, which gave a vi(‘w over th(* field, 
and which was level with the wmdow, then he made a silent sign to 
Ursus to look out. A carnage, swarming with plum<‘d footmen car- 
rying torches and magnificently appointed, was driving off jit a fast trot. 

Ursus took the jnece of gold between Ids foi'efiuger and thumb 
respectfully, and, showing it to Master Nicless, said : 

“ She is a goddess.” 

Then, his eyes falling on the carriage* which was about to turn the 
comer of the field, and on the imperial of w’hich the f(K)tmen’s torches 
lighted up a golden coronet, with eight sti’awberry leaves, lu* exclaimed ; 

“ She is more. She is a duchess.” 

The carriage disappeared. The nunbling of its whetds died away in 
the distance. 

Ursus remained some moments in an ecstasy, holding the gold piece 
between his finger and thumb, as in a monstram^e, elevating it as the 
priest elevates the host. 

Then he placed it on the table, and, as ho <!outemplato<l it, began 
to talk of “ Madam.” 

The inn-keeper replied : 

“ She was a duchess.” Yes. They knew her title. But her name f 
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Of that they were ignorant. Master Nicless liad been dose to the car- 
riage, and .'^een the coat of arms and the footmen covered with lace. 
The coachman had a wig on which might have belonged to a Lord 
Chancellor. The caiiiage was of that rare design ctdled, in Spain, 



cochetumhm, a splendid build, with a top like a tomb, which makes a 
magnificent support for a coronet. The page was a man in miniature, 
so small that he could sit on the step of the carriage outside the door. 
The duty of those pretty creatures was to bear the trains of their mis- 
tresses. They also bore their messages. And did you remark the 
plumed cap of the page? How grand it was ! You pay a fine if you 
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wear those plumes without the right of doing so. Master Nicless had 
seen the lady, too, quite close. A kind of queen. Such wealth gives 
beauty. The skin is whiter, the eye more proud, the gait more noble, 
and grace more insolent. Nothing can equal the elegant impertinence 
of hands which never work. Master Nicless told the story of all the 
magnificence of the white skin with the blue veins, the neck, the shoul- 
ders, the arms, the touch of paint everywhere, the pearl earrings, the 
head-dress, powdered with gold ; the profusion of stones, the rubies, the 
diamonds. 

“ Less brilliant than her eyes,” mm^mured Ursus. 

&wynplaine said nothing. 

Dea listened. 

“And do you know,” said the tavern-keej>er, “ the most wonderful 
thing of all ? ” 

“ What f ” said Ursus. 

“ I saw her get into her carriage.” 

“ What then f ” 

“ She did not get in alone.” 

“ Nonsense ! ” 

“ Some one got in with her.” 

“ Who t ” 

“ Guess.” 

“ The king,” said Ursus. 

“ In the first place,” said Master Nicless, “ there is no king at pres- 
ent. We are not living under a king. Guess who got into the car- 
riage with the duchess.” 

“Jupiter,” said Ursus. 

The hotel-keeper replied : 

“ Tom-Jim-J ack ! ” 

Gwynplaine, who had not said a word, broke silence. 

“ Tom-Jim-Jack ! ” he cried. 

There was a pause of astonishment, during which the low voice of 
Dea was heard to say : 

' “ Cannot this woman be prevented coming f ” 



CHAPTER VIII 

SYMPTOMS OF POISONING 


HE “ apparition ^ did not return. 

It did not re-appear in the theatre, but it re-appeared 
to the inemoiy of Grwynplaine. 

Gwynjdaine was, to a certain degi^eo, troubled. 

It s<‘euied to him that for the first time in his life he had seen a 
woman. 

He made that first stumble, a strange dream. We should beware 
of the nature of the reveries that fasten on us. Reverie has in it the 
mystery and subtlety of an odor. It is to thought what perfume is to 
tht‘ Tuberose. It is at tim the exudation of a venomous idea, and it 
])4MH'trates like a vapor. You may poison yourself with reveries, as with 
flowers. .\n intoxicating suicide, exquisite and malignant. The suicide 
of tlK‘ soul is evil thought. In it is the poison. Reverie attracts, ca- 
joles, liirrs, entwines, and then makes you its accomplice. It makes 
you bear your half in the trickeries which it plays on conscience. It 
charms ; then it corrupts you. We may say of reverie as of play, one 
begins by being a dupe, and ends by being a cheat. 

fTwynplaine dreamed. 

He had never before seen Woman. 

He had seen the shadow in the women of the populace, and he had 
seen the soul in Dea. 

He had just seen the reality. 

A warm and living skin, under which one felt the circulation of 
passionate blood ; an outline with the precision of marble and the un- 
dulation of the wave; a high and impassive mien, mingling refusal 
with attraction, and summing itself up in its own glory ; hair of the 
color of the reflection from a furnace ; a gallantry of adornment pro- 
ducing in herself and in others a tremor of voluptuousness, the half- 
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revealed nudity betraying a disdainful desire to be coveted at a distance 
by the crowd ; an irradicable coquetry ; the chaim of impenetrability, 
temptation seasoned by the glimpse of pei'dition, a promise to the 
senses and a menace to the mind ; a double anxiety, the one desire, the 
other fear. He had just seen these things. He had just seen Woman. 

He had seen more and less than a woman ; he had seen a female. 

And at the same time an 01ymi>ian. The female of a god. 

The mystery of sex had just Ijeen i-evealed to him. 

And where f On inaccesible heights. 

At an infinite distance. 

0 mocking destiny ! The soul, that celestial essence, he possessed; 
he held it in his hand. It was Dea. Sex, that terrestrial embodiment, 
he perceived in the heights of heaven. It was that woman. 

A duchess ! 

“ More than a goddess,” Ursus had said. 

What a precipice! Even dreams dissolved l)efore such a pei’pen- 
dicular height to escalade. 

Was he going to commit the foUy of dreaming aixmt Ihe unknown 
beauty? 

He debated with himself. 

He recalled all that Ursus had said of high stations which are 
almost royal. The philosopher’s disquisitions, which had hitherto 
seemed so useless, now became landmarks for his thouglits. A V(‘ry 
thin layer of forgetfulness often lies over our memoiy, through which 
at times we catch a glimpse of all beneath it. His fancy ran on that 
august world, the peei’age, to which the lady l»elonged, and which was 
so inexorably placed above the inferitw world, the common ptjoplo, of 
which he was one. 

And was he even one of the people? Was not he, the mdlintebank, 
below the lowest of the low ? For the first time since he luid ai’rive<l 
at the age of refioction, he felt his heart vaguely contracted by a sense 
^ his baseness, and of that which we nowadays call uiaisenient. The 
paintings and the catalogues of Ursus, his lyrical inventories, his dithy- 
rambics, of castles, parks, fountains, and colonnades, his catalogues of 
liches and of power, revived in the memory of (^wjTiplaine in the relief 
of reality mingled with mist. He was possessed with the image of this 
zenith. That a man should be a lord ! — it seemed cliimerical. It was 
so, however. Incredible thing ! There were lords ! But were they of 
flesh and blood, like ourselves ? It seemed doubtful. He felt that he 
lay at the bottom of all darkness, encompassed by a wall, while he could 
just perceive in the far distance above his head, through the mouth of 
the pit, a dazzling confusion of azure, of figures, and of rays, which was 
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Olympus. In the midst of this gloiy the duchess shone out n*- 
splendent. 

He felt for this woman a stmuge, inexpressible longing, combined 
with a conviction of the impossibility of attainment. 

This poignant contradiction returned to his mind again and again, 
notwithstanding every effort. He saw near to him, oven within his 
reach, in close and tangible reality, the soul ; and in the unattainable — 
in the depths of the ideal — ^the flesh. None of these thoughts attained 
to certain shape. They were as a vapor within him, changing eveiy 
instant its fomi, and floating away. But the darkness which the vapor 
caused was intense. 

He did not foim even in his dreams any hope of reac'hing the 
heights where th<^ duchess dwelt. Luckily for him. 

The vibration of such ladders of fancy, if ever we put our foot upon 
them, may I'endcr our brains dizzy forever. Intending to scale Olym- 
pus, we reach Bedlam ; any distinct feeling of actual desire would have 
teiTified him. He entertained none of that nature. 

Besides, -was he likely ever to see the lady again f Most probably 
not. To fall in love with a passing light on the horizon, madness cannot 
reach to that pitch. To make loving eyes at a star even, is not incom- 
prehensible. It is seen again, it re- appears, it is flxed in the sky. But 
can any one bo enamored of a flash of lightning f 

Dreams flowed find ebbed within him. The majestic, and gallant 
idol jit the bac'k <)f the box had cast a light over his diffused ideas, then 
faded aw'ay. He thought, yet thought not of it ; tmiied to other things 
— ^I'ctmued to it. It rocked about in his brain, — nothing more. 

It broke his sleep for several nights. Sleeplessness is as full of 
dreams as sleep. 

It is almost imi)0ssible to express in their exact limits the abstract 
evolutions of the brain. The iuconvonieuee of words is that they are 
more marked in fonn than ideas. j^Ul ideas have indistinct boundary 
lines, woMs have not. A certain diffused phase of the soul ever escapes 
words. Expression has its frontier's, thought has none. 

The depths of our secret souls are so vast that Gwyuplaiue’s di'eams 
scarcely touched Dea. Dea reigneil sjicred in the centre of his soul; 
nothing could approach her. 

Still (for siudi contradictions make up the soul of man), there was 
a conflict within him. Was he conscious of it ? Scarcely. 

In his heart of heaids he felt a collision of desires. Wo all have 
our weak points. Its natrrre would have been clear to Ui'sus ; birt to 
Gwyuplaino it was not. 

Two instincts — one the ideal, the othei' sexual — were stioiggling 
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within him. Such contests occur between the angels of light and dark- 
ness on the edge of the abyss. 

At length the angel of darkness was overthrown. 

One day Gwynplaine suddenly thought no more of the unknown 
woman. 

The struggle between two principles, — ^the duel between his earthly 
and his heavenly nature, — had taken place within his soul, and at such 
a depth that he had understood it but dimly. 

One thing was certain, that he had never for one moment ceased 
to adore Dea. 

He had been attacked by a violent disorder, his blood had been 
fevered ; but it was over. Dea alone remained. 

Gwynplaine would have been much astonished had any one told 
him that Dea had ever been, even for a moment, in danger; and in a 
week or two the phantom which had threatened the heai*ts of both their 
souls faded away. 

Within Gwynplaine nothing remained but the heai’t, which was the 
hearth, and the love, which was its fiin. 

Besides, we have just said that “the duchess” did not return. 

Ursus thought it all very natural “ The lady with the gold piece ” 
is a phenomenon. She enters, pays, and vanishes. It would be too 
much joy were she to return. 

As to Dea, she made no allusion to the woman who had come and 
passed away. She listened, perhaps, and was sufficiently enlightened 
by the sighs of Ursus, and now and then by some significant exclama- 
tion, such as : 

^ One does not get ounces of gold every day !” 

She spoke no more of “ the woman.” This showed deep instinct. 
The soul takes obscure procautious, in the secrets of which it is not 
always admitted itself. To keep silence about any one seems to keep 
them afar off. One fears that questions may call them back. We put 
silence between us, as if we were shutting a door. 

So the incident fell into oblivion. 

Was it ever anything f Had it ever occurred? Could it be said 
that a shadow had floated between Gwynplaine and Dea f Dea did not 
know of it, nor Gwynplaine either. No; nothing had occurred. The 
duchess herself was .blurred in the distant perspective like an illudon. 
It had been hut a mdinentary dream passing over Gwynplaine, out of 
which he had awakened. 

When it fades away, a reverie, like a mist, leaves no trace behind; 
and when the cloud has passed on, love shines out as brightly in the 
heart as the sun in the sky. 



CHAPTER IX 

ABYSSXTS ABYSSTTM VOOAT 

N’OTHER face disappeared; Tom-Jim-Jack’s. Suddenly he 
ceased to fi*equent the Tadcaster Inn. 

Persons so situated as to be able to observe other phases 
of fashionable life in London, might have seen that about 
this time the Weekly Gazette, between two extracts from pai'ish regis- 
ters, announced the departui’e of Lor<l David Dirry-Moir, by order of 
her majesty, to take command of his frigate in the white squadron then 
eniisiug off the coast of Holland. 

Uraus, perceiving that Tom-Jim-Jack did not return, was troubled 
by his absence. He had not seen Tom-Jim-Jack since the day on which 
he had driven off in the same carriage with the lady of the gold piece. 
It was, indeed, an enigma who this Tom-Jim-Jack could be, who carried 
off duchesses under his aim. What an interesting investigation! 
What questions to propound! What things to be said! Therefore 
Ursus said not a word. 

Ui-sus, who had had experience, knew the smart caused by rash 
ouriosity. Cmdosity ought always to be proportioned to the curious. 
By listening, we risk our ear ; by watching, we risk our eye. Pmdent 
people neither hear nor see. Tom-Jim-Jack had got into a princely 
earriage. The tavern-keeper had seen him. It appeared so extraordi- 
nary that the sailor should sit by the lady that it made Ursus circum- 
spect. The caprices of those in high life ought to be sacred to the 
lower orders. The reptiles called the poor had best squat in their holes 
when they see anything out of the way. Quiescence is a power. Shut 
yom‘ eyes, if you have not the luck to be blind; stop up your ears, if 
you have not the good fortune to be deaf ; paralyze yom’ tongue, if you 
have not the perfection of being mute. The great do what they like, 
the little what they can. Let the imknown pass unnoticed. Do not 
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importune mythology. Do not interrogate appearances. Have a pro- 
found respect for idols. Do not let us direct our gossiping towards the 
lessenings or increasings which take place in superior regions, of the 
motives of which we are ignoiunt. Such things are mostly optical delu- 
sions to us inferior creatures. Metamorphoses are the business of the 
gods : the transfonnatioiis and the contingent disorders of great persons 
who float above us are clouds impossible to comprehend, and perilous 
to study. Too much attention instates the Olympians engaged in their 
gyrations of amusement or fancy ; and a thunderbolt may teach you 
that the bull you are too curiously examining is Jupiter. Do not lift 
the folds of the stone-colored mantles of those temble powers. Indiffer- 
ence is intelligence. Do not stir and you will be sjife. Feign death, 
and they 'wiU not kill you. Therein lies the wisdom of the insc<*t. 
Ursus practiced it. 

The tavern-keeper, who was i)uzzled as well, questioiu^d I"rsu.s <me 

day. 

“ Do you observe that Tom-Jim-Jack never comes lnn*e now ? " 

“ Indeed ! ’’ said Ursus. “ I have not remarked it.” 

Master Nicless made an observation in an under tone, no doubt 
touching the intimacy between the ducal carriago aiid Tom-Jim-»Tack; 
a remark which, as it might have been irreverent and dangerous, Ursus 
took care not to hear. 

Still Ursus was too much of an artist not to regrt^t Tom-*Iim-.Tack. 
He felt some disappointment. He told his feeling to Homo, of whost* 
discretion alone he felt certfiin. He whispered into the ear of the 
wolf: 

“ Since Tom-Jim-Jack ceased to come, I feel a blank as a man, and 
a chill as a poet.” 

This pouring out of his heart to a friend relieved Ursus. 

His lips were sealed before Gwj’^nplaine, who, however, made no 
allusion to Tom-Jim-Jack. The fact was that Toni-Jim-Jack’s presence 
or absence mattered not to Gwynplaine, absorbed as he was in Dea. 

Forgetfulness fell more and more on Gwynplaine. As for Dea, she 
had not even suspected the existence of a vague trouble. At the same 
time, no more cabals or complaints against the Laughing Man were 
spoken of. Hate seemed to have let go its hold. All was tranquil in 
and around the Green Box. No more opposition from strollers, meriy- 
andrews, nor priests; Tio.more grumbling outside. Their success was 
unclouded. Destiny allows of such sudden serenity. The brilliant hap- 
piness of Gwynplaine and Dea was for the present absolutely cloudless. 
Little by little it had risen to a degree which admitted of no increase. 
There is one word which ^presses the situation : apogee. Happiness, 
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like the sea, has its high tide. The worst thing for the perfectly happy, 
is that it recedes. 

There are two ways of being inaccessible ; being too high and being 
too low. At least as much, perhaps, us the fii*st, is the second to be 
desu’ed. More surely than the eagle eseai)es the aiTOw, the animalcule 
escapes being crushed. This security of insignificance, if it had over 
existed on earth, was enjoyed by CrAvynplaine and Dea, and never before 
had it been so complete. They lived on, daily more and more ecstat- 
ically wrapt in each other. The heart saturates itself with love as with 
a divine salt that preserves it, and from this arises the incorruptible 
constancy of tho.se who have loved each other from the dawn of their 
lives, and the affection which keoi)s its freshness in old ago. There is 
such a thing as the embalmment of the heart. It is of Dai>huis and 
Chloe that Philemon and Baiuns aiv made. The old age, of whi(*h we 
speak, evtming I’esembling moniiug, was e^idenily reserved for Gw\ni- 
plaiiie and Dea. In the meantime they were young. 

Ursus looked on this love as a doctor examines his case. He had 
what was in those days termed a liippoci’atical expression of face. Ho 
fix(‘d his sagacious eyes on Dea, fragile and pale, and growled out : 

“ It is lucky that she is lmpi)y.'’ 

At other times he said, “ She is lucky for her health’s sake.” He 
shook his head, and at times read attentively a portion treating of heart- 
disease in Avicenna, trauslatinl by Vopiscus Portunatus, Louvain, 
an old worm-eaten book of his. 

Dea, when fatigued, suffered from perspirations and drowsiness, 
aiul took a daily siesta, as W(! have alretwly seen. One day, while she was 
lying asleep on the bear-skin, (Twynplaine was out, and Ursus bent down 
softly and applied liis eai‘ to Dea’s heart. He seeme<l to listen for a few 
minutes, and then stood up, mmmuriug, “ She must not have any shock. 
It would find out the weak place.” 

The crowd continued to flock to the peifonnanco of “ Chaos Van- 
quished.^ The success of the Laughing Man seemed inexhaustible. 
Eveiy one mshed to see him ; no longer from Southwark only, but even 
from other parts of London. The general jniblic began to mingle with 
the usual audience, which no longer cousistetl of saUoi's and didvei’s 
onlj’ ; in the opinion of Master Niclcss, who was well acquainted with 
ci'owds, thei'e wei'e in the crowd gentlemen and baronets disguised as 
common people. Disguise is one of the pleasures of pride, and was 
much in fashion at that period. Tliis mixing of the aristocratic element 
with the mob was a good sign, and showed that their popularity was 
extending to London. The fame of Grwjuiplaino has decidedly pene- 
trated into the gi'eat woild. Such Avas the fa-.t. Nothing was talked ol 
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but the Laughing Man. He was talked about even at the Mohawk 
Club, frequented by noblemen. 

In the Green they had no idea of all this. They were content 
to be happy. It was intoxication to Dea to feel, as she did every even- 
ing, the crisp and tawny head of Gwynplaine. In love there is nothing 
like habit. The whole of life is concentrated in it. The re-appearance 
of the stars is the custom of the universe. Creation is nothing but a 
mistress, and the sun is a lover. Light is a dazzling caryatide suppoit- 
ing the world. Each day, for a sublime minute, the earth covered by 
night rests on the rising sun. Dea, blind, felt a like return of wannth 
and hope within her when she placed her hand on the head of Gwyn- 
plaine. 

To adore each other in the shadows, to love in the plenitude of 
silence; who could not become reconciled to such an eternity! 

One evening Gwynplaine, feeling within him that overflow of felic- 
ity, which, like the intoxication of perfumes, causes a sort of delicious 
faintness, was strolling, as he usually did after the peiformaiice, in the 
meadow some hundred paces from the Green Box. Sometimes in those 
high tides of feeling in our souls we feel that we would fain pour out 
the sensations of the overflowing heart. The night was dark but clear. 
The stars were shining. The whole fair-ground was deserted. Sleep 
and forgetfulness reigned in the caravans which were si^attered over 
Tarrinzeau Field. 

One light alone was unextinguished. It was the lamp of the Tad- 
caster Inn, the door of which was left ajar to admit Gwynplaine on his 
return. 

Midnight had just struck in the five parishes of Southwark, with 
the breaks and differences of tone of theii’ various bells. Gwynplaine 
was dreaming of Dea. Of whom else should he dream! But that 
evening, feeling singularly troubled, and fxdl of a cham which was at 
the same time a pang, he thought of Dea as a man thinks of a woman. 
He reproached himself for this. It seemed to bo failing in i-espect to 
her. Sweet and imperious impatience ! He was crossing the invisible 
frontier, on this side of which is the virgin, on the other, the wife. He 
questioned himself anxiously. A blush, as it were, ovei’spi'ead his 
mind. The Gwynplaine of long ago had been transformed by degrees, 
unconsciously in a mysterious growth. His old modesty was becoming 
jpiisty and uneasy. ' We have an ear of light, into whidi speaks the 
spirit ; and an ear of darkness, into which speaks the instinct. Into the 
latter strange voices were making their proposals. However pure- 
minded may be the youth who dreams of love, a certain grossness of 
the flesh eventually comes between his dream and him. Intentions lose 
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their transparency. The nnavowed desire implanted by nature enters 
into his conseience. Gwynplaine felt an indescribable yearning of the 
flesh, which abounds in all temptation, and Dea was scarcely flesh. In 
this fever, which he knew to be unhealthy, he transfigured Dea into a 



more material aspect, and tried to exaggerate her seraphic form into 
feminine loveliness. It is thou, 0 woman, that wo require. 

Love comes not to permit too much of paradise. It requires the 
fevered skin, the troubled life, the unbound hail*, the kiss electrical and 
irreparable, the clasp of desire. The sidereal is embarrassing, the ethe- 
real is heavy. Too much of the heavenly in love is like too much fuel 
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on a fire : the flame suffers from it. Gwynplaine fell into an exquisite 
nightmare ; Dea to be clasped in his aims — Dea clasped in them ! He 
heard nature in his heai't oiying out for a Woman. Like a Pygmalion 
in a dream modeling a Galatea out of the azure, in the depth of his soul 
he ■worked at the chaste contour of Dea ; a contour with too much of 
heaven, too little of Eden. For Eden is Eve, and Eve was a female, a 
carnal mother, a terrestrial nurse; the sacred womb of generations; 
the breast of unfailing milk ; the rocker of the cradle of the new-born 
world, and wings are incompatible with the bosom of woman. Vir- 
ginity is but the hope of maternity. 

Still, in Gwyuplaine’s dreams, Dea, until now, had been enthroned 
above flesh. Now, however, he made wild efforts in thought to draw 
her downwards by that thi-ead, sex, which ties every girl to earth. Not 
one of those birds is free. Dea, like all the rest, was within this law ; 
and Gwynplaiue, though he scarcely acknowledged it, felt a vjigue 
desire that she should submit to it. This desii’e possessed him in spite 
of himself, and "vrith an ever-recumng relapse. He inctured Dea as 
woman. . He came to the point of regaiding her under a hitherto un- 
heard-of foim; as a creature no longer of ecstasy only, but of volupt- 
uousness; as Dea, with her head resting on the pillow, lie Avas 
ashamed of this ■visionaiy desecration. It was like an attempt at prof- 
anation. He resisted its assault. He turned from it, but it retunie<l 
again. He felt as if he were committing a ciiminal assault. To him, 
Dea was encompassed by a cloud. 

It was in April. The spine has its dioams. 

. He rambled at random with the uncertain step caused by solitude. 
To have no one by is a provocative to wander. Wliither flew his 
thoughts I He Avould not have dared to own it to himself. To heaven f 
No. To a bed. You Avere looking down upon him, O ye stars. 

Wliy talk of a man in love f Bather say a man possessed. To bo 
possessed by the devil, is the exception ; to be possessed by a woman, 
the rule. Every man has to bear this alienation of himself. What a 
sorceress is a pretty woman ! The true name of love is captivitj\ 

Man is made prisoner by the soul of a woman. By her flesh as 
well, and sometimes even more by the flesh than by the soul. The soul 
is the true-love, the flesh, the mistress. 

We slander the devil. It was not he who tempted.Eve. It was 
Eve who tempted him. The woman began. Lucifer was passing by 
quietly. He perceived the woman, and Irecame Satan. 

The flesh is the cover of the unknoAim. It is provocative (which is 
strange) by its modesty. Nothing could be more distracting. It is full 
of shame, the hussy! 
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It was the terrible love of the surface which was then agitating 
Gwynplaine, and holding him in his power. Fearful the moment in 
which man covets the nakedness of woman! What dark things lurk 
beneath the fairness of Venus ! 

Something within him was calling idoud Dea, Dea the maiden, Dea 



the other half of a man, Dea flesh and flame, Dea with uncovered bosom. 
That ciy was almost driving away the angel. Mysterious crisis through 
which all love must pass and in whi<!h the Ideal is in danger ! Theimu 
is the predestination of Creation. Moment of heavenly coiTuption! 
Owynplaine’s love of Dea was becoming nuptiaL Virgin love is but a 
transition. The moment was come. Gwynplaine coveted the woman. 
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He coveted a woman ! 

Precipice of which one sees but the firat gentle slope ! 

The indistinct summons of nature is inexorable. The whole of 
woman, what an abyss ! 

Luckily, thei’e was no woman for Gwynplaine but Dea. The only 
one he desired. The only one who could desire him. 

Glw3mplaine felt that vague and mighty shudder which is the vital 
claim of infinity. Besides, there was the aggravation of the spiing. He 
was breathing the nameless odoi's of the stany darkness. He walked 
forward in a wild feeling of delight. The wandeiing i)erfunies of the 
rising sap, the heady irradiations which float in shadow, the distant 
opening of nocturnal flowers, the complicity of little hidden nests, the 
murmurs of watei'S and of leaves, soft sighs rising from all things, the 
freshness, the warmth, and the mysterious awakening of April and 
May, is the vast diffusion of sex murmuring, in whispere, their proi)osals 
of voluptuousness, till the soul stammers in answer to the giddy pi*ovo- 
cation. The ideal no longer knows what it is saying. 

Any one observing Gwynplaine walk, would have said, “ See ! — a 
drunken man ! ” 

He* almost staggered under the weight of his own heart, of sj)ring 
and of the night. 

The solitude in the bowling-green was so peaceful that at times he 
spoke aloud. The consciousness that there is no listener induces 
speech. 

He walked with slow steps, his head bent down, his hands behind 
* hiTTi, the left hand in the light, the fingers open. 

Suddenly he felt something slipped between his fingers. 

He turned round quickly. 

In his hand was a jiaper, and in front of liim a man. 

It was the man who, coming behind him with the stealth of a cat, 
had placed the paper in his fingeiu 

The paper was a letter. 

The man, as he appeared pretty clearly in the starlight, was small, 
chubby-cheeked, young, sedate, and dressed in a scarlet liverj', exjwsed 
from top to toe though the opening of a long gray cloak, then called a 
capenoche, a Spanish word contracted; in French it was cajic-de-nuit. 
His head was coveredrby a crimson cap, like the skull-cap of a cardinal, 
on which servitude was indicated by a strip of lace. On this cap was a 
plume of tissei'in feathers. He stood motionless before Gwynplaine, 
like a dark outline in a dream. 

Gwynplaine recognized the duchess’s paga 
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Before Gwynplaine could utter an exclamation of surprise, he heai*d 
the thin voice of the page, at once child-like and feminine in its tone, 
saying to him : 

‘‘At this hour to-moiTow, be at the corner of London Bridge. I will 
be there to conduct you ^ 

“ Whither t ” demanded Gwyni>laine. 

‘‘ Where you are expected.” 

Gwynplaine dropi)ed his eyes on the letter, whicih he was holding 
inechani(*.ally in liis liaud. 

When he looked up, the page was no longer with him. 

He perceived a vague form lessening rajiidly in the distance. It 
was the little valet. lie turned the corner of the street, and solitude 
reigm^d again. 

< rwynplaine saw the page vanish, then looked at the letter. Thei*e 
are moments in our lives when what hai>pens seems not to happen. 
Stn]»or keeps us for a moment at a distance from the fact. 

(f\\’;]^mp]aine raised the letter to his eyes, as if to read it, but soon 
]>erceivcMl that he could not do so for two i*easons — first, because ho ha<l 
not la'oken the si^al; and, secondly, because it was too dark. 

It was some minutes before he remembered that there was a lamp 
at the inn. H(‘ took a few steps sideways, as if he knew not whither 
he was going. 

A somnambulist, to whom a i>hantoni had given a letter, might 
walk as he did. 

At last he made up his mind. He ran, rather than walked, towards 
the inn, stood in the light whi<*h broke through the half-open door, and 
by it iigain examined the closed letter. There was no design on tho 
seal, and on the envelope was written, “ To Gwynplaine.^ He broke the 
seal, toi-e the enveloj>e, unfolded the letter, i.)ut it directly under the 
light, and read as follows : 

“You iire hideous; I am beautiful. You are a jdayer; I am a 
duchess. I am the highest ; you arc the lowest. I desire you ! 1 love 

you ! Come ! ” 



BOOK IV 

THE CELL OF TOliTHHE 



CHAPTER T 

THE TE^ITTATIOX OP PT. O.WYNPLAINE 

NE jet of flame hanlly makes a 2)riek in the tlark- 
ness; another sets Are to a volcano. 

Some S2)ai'ks ai‘e gigjuitic. 

Gwyii2»laine rea<l the letter, then he r(*a<l 
over again. Yes, the woi*ds were there, “1 love 
you ! ” 

Ten‘oi*s chaswl each other tlu’ough his mind. 
The first was, that he lK*lieve<l himself ^ be 
mad. 

He was mad ; that was certain. He li^d just 
seen what had no existence. The twilight spectres were making game 
of him, j)oor wretch I The little man in .scarlet was the Avill-o’-the-Avisp 
of a dream. Sometimes at night, nothings condensed into flame come 
and laugh' at us. Having had his laugh out, the visionary being had 
disap2)eared, and left Gwynplaine behind him, mad. 

Such are the freaks of dai'kness. 

The second terror was, to find out that he was in his right senses. 
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A vision! Certainly not. How could that be! Had he not a 
letter in his hand ! Did he not see an envelope, a seal, paper, and wilt- 
ing ! Did he not know from whom that came! It was all clear enough. 
Some one took a pen and ink, and wi’ote. Some one lighted a taper, 
and sealed it with wax. Was not his name wiitteu on the letter, — “ To 
Gii'i/itfilainef” The paper was scenteil. All was clear. Clwynplaine 
knew the little man. The dwarf was a page. The gleam was a livery. 
The page had given him a rendezvous for the same hour on the moiTow, 
at the corner of London Bridge. Was Loudon Bridge an illusion ! 

No, no. All was clear. There was no delirium. All was reality. 
(Twyuplaiue was perfectly clear in his intellect. It was not a phantas- 
magoria, suddenly dissolving above his head, and fading into noth- 
ingness. It was something Avhich hjul really happened to him. No, 
(rwynplaiue was not mad, nor was he dfeaming. Again he read 
the letter. 

Well; yes. But then! 

That then, was teiTor-striking. 

Tlien' Avas a woman who desired him ! If so, let no one ever again 
]>ronoun<'e the word incredible! A woman desire him! A woman 
who had sc(‘n his face! A Avoman who Avas not blind! And who 
AA’as tliis AA’omanf An ugly one? No; a beauty. A gyi)sy? No; 
a fluchess ! 

What was it all about; and what could it all mean? AVhat peril 
in such a triumi)li! And hoAVwas he to liclp plunging into it headlong? 

What ! that woman ! The sii*en, the apparition, the lady in the 
visionaiy box, the light in the darkness ! It AA^as she. Yes ; it was she! 

The crackling of tlie fire bm-st out in every part of his frame. It 
was the strange unknown lady, she Avho had preAuously so troubled his 
thoughts; au<l his first tumultuous feelings about this woman retmued, 
heated by the cA'il fire. Forgetfulness is nothing but a palimpsest : an 
incident happens unexpectedly, and all that was effat;ed roAdves in the 
blanks of wondering memory. 

(rAvyuplaine thought that lie had dismisse<l that image from his 
remembrance, and he found that it was still there; and she had put her 
mark in his brain, unconsciously guilty of a dream. Without his sus- 
pecting it the lines of the eugi-aviug had been bitten deep by reverie. 
And now a c,ertaiu amount of eAdl had been done, and this train of 
thought, thenceforth, perhaps, irreparable, he took up again eagerly. 

Wliat, she desired him! What! the princess descend from her 
throne, the idol from its shrine, the statue from its pedestal, the phan- 
tom from its cloud ! What ! From the depth of the impossible had 
this chimera come ! This deity of the sky ! This irradiation ! This 
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nereid all glistening with jewels ! This proud and unattainable beauty, 
from, the height of her radiant throne, was bending down to Gwyu- 
plaine I What I had she drawn up her chariot of the dawn, with its 
yoke of turtle-doves and dragons, before Gwyuplaine, and said to him, 
“ Come ! ” What, this tenible glory of being the object of such abase- 
ment from the empyrean, for Gwynplaine ! This woman, if he could 
give that name to a form so starlike and majestic, this woman proposed 
herself, gave herself, delivered herself up to him ! Wonder of woiidero! 
A goddess prostituting herself for him ! Tlio anus of a ooui-tesau open- 
ing in a cloud to clasp him to the bosom of a goddess, and that without 
degradation! Such majestic creatures cannot be sullied. The gods 
bathe themselves pure in light; and this goddess who came to liiiu knew 
what she was doing. She was not ignomit of the incarnate hideous- 
ness of Gwynplaine. She had seen the mask which was his face ; and 
that mask had not caused her to draw 1)a(‘k. Gwynplaine was loved 
notwithstanding it ! 

Hero was a thing sm*passiug all the extravagance of dreams. He 
was loved in consequence of his mask. Far from repulsing the goddess, 
the mask attracted her. Gwynplaine was not only loved, he Avas «lesired. 
He w’as more than accepted, he was cho.sen. He, chosen ! 

What ! there, Avhere this Avoman dwelt, in the regal region of ii’re- 
sponsible splendor, and in the poAver of full free ■will ; Avhere there Avero 
princes, and she could take a prince; nobles, and she couhl take a 
noble; whero thero were men handsome, (‘harming, magnificent, and 
she could take an Adonis : Avhom did she take f Gnafron ! She could 
choose from the midst of meteors and thunders, the mighty, six-winged 
seraphim, and she chose the lai‘A*a crawling in the slime. < )n one side 
were highnesses and peers, all gi-andem’, all opulence, sdl glory. Gu the 
other, a mountebank. The mountebank can‘i(Mi it! What kind of 
scales could there be in the heart of this Avomau ? By Avhat measure 
did she Aveigh her love ? She took off her ducal coronet, and flung it 
on the platform of a clow'n ! She took from her broAv the Olympian 
aureola, and placed it on the bristly head of a gnome ! The Avorid had 
turned topsy-tm‘\y. The insects swarmed on high, the stars were scat- 
tered below, "whilst the wonder-stricken Gwynplaine, ovenvhelmed by a 
falling ruin of light and lying in the dust, was enshrined in a gloi'y. 
One all-powerful, revolting against beauty and splendor, gave hei'self to 
the damned of night ; |)refeiTed Gwynplaine to Antinoiis ; excited by 
curiosity, she entered the shadows, and descending Airithin them, and 
from this abdication of goddess-ship was rising, croAvned and prodigi- 
ous, the royalty of the wretched. “You are hideous. I love you.” 
These words touched GAvynplaine in the ugly spot of pride. Pride is 
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the heel in which all heroes are vulnerable. Gwynplaine was flattered 
in his vanity as a monster. Ho was loved for his deformitj’. He, too, 
was the Exception, as much, and perhaps, moi-e than the Jupiters and 
the ApoUos. He felt superhuman, and so much a monster as to be a 
god. Fearful bewildeiment ! 

Now, who was this woman f Wliat did ho know about her? 
Everything and nothing. She was a duchess, that he knew; ho knew, 
also, that she was beautiful and rich ; that she had liveries, lackeys, 
pages, and footmen running with torches by the side of her eoroneted 
carriage. He knew that she was in love with liiin ; at least she said 
so. Of everything else ho was ignorant. He know her title; but not 
her name. He knew her thoixght; he knew not her life. "Was she 
married, widow, maiden f Was she free f Of what family Avas she f 
Were there snares, tra2)S, dangers about her ? Of tho gallantry exist- 
ing on the idle heights of society; the caves on those summits, in 
which siivage chaiiners dream amid the scattered skeletons of the 
loves which they have ah'oadj' jn'eyed on; of the extent of tragic 
cynicism to which the expeiiments of a woman may attain who be- 
lieves herself to be beyond the reach of man ; of things such as these 
Gwynidaine had no idea. Nor had he even in his mind materials out 
of which to build u^) a conjecture, infoimation concerning sirch things 
being veiy scanty in the social depths in wliich he lived. Still he de- 
tected a shadow; he’ felt that a mist hung over all this brightness. 
Did he understand it '! No. Oould he guess at it f Still less. What 
was there behind that letter ? One ]>air of folding-doors opening before 
him, another closing on him, and causing him a vague anxiety. On 
the one side an avowal ; on the other an enigma. 

Avowal and enigma, which, like two mouths, one temiiting, the 
other threatening, pronounce th<‘ same word ; Dai-e ! 

Never had perfidious chance taken its measures better, nor timed 
more fitly the moment of temptation. Gwynplaine, stirred by sjning, 
and by the sap rising in all things, was in*omi)t tt) dream the dream of 
the flesh. The old man who is not to be stamped out, and over whom 
none of us can triumph, was awaking in that backward youth, still a 
boy at twenty-four. 

It was just then, at the most stormy moment of the crisis, that the 
offer was made him, and the naked bosom of the Sphinx appeared 
before his dazzled eyes. Youth is an inclined plane. Gwjmplaine was 
stooping, and something pushed him forward. What ! the season and 
the night. Who? the woman. Were there no mouth of April, man 
would be a great deal more viriuous. The budding plants are a set of 
accomplices ! Love is the thief. Spring the r jceiver. 
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Gwynplaiae was shaken. 

There is a kind of smoke of evil, preceding sin, in which the con- 
science cannot breathe. The obscure nausea of hell comes over virtue 
in temptation. The yearning abyss dischai'ges on exhalation which 
warns the strong and turns the weak giddy. Gwyuplaiue was suffer- 
ing its mysterious attack. 

Dilemmas, transient and at the same time stubborn, wera floating 
before him. Sin, presenting itself obstinately again and again to his 
mind, was taking fonn. The moiTow, midnight ? Loudon Bridge, the 
page? Should he gof “Yes,” cried the flesh; “no,” cried the 
soul. 

Nevertheless, we must remark that, strange as it may appear at 
flrst sight, he never once put himself the question, “ Should he go f ” 
quite distinctly. Eeprehensible actions are like over-strong bi’audios ; 
you cannot swallow them at a draught. You put down yom- glass ; you 
will see to it presently ; there is a strange taste even about that first 
drop. One thing is certain ; ho felt something behind him pushing him 
foiward towards the unknown. And he trembled. He could catidi a 
glimpse of a cnimbling precipice, and he drew bac;k, stinckeu by the 
terror encircling him. He closed his eyes. He ti'ied hal’d to deny to 
himself that the adventure had ever occmi’ed, and to persuade himself 
into doubting his reason. This was evidently his best plan ; the wisest 
thing he could do was to believe himself mad. 

Fatal fever! Every man, sm’prised by the unexpected, has at 
times felt the throb of such tragic pulsations. The obseiwer ever listens 
Avith anxiety to the echoes resounding from the dull strokes of the bat- 
tering-ram of destiny striking against a conscience. 

Alas! GrWynplaine put himself questions. Where duty is clear, 
to put one’s self questions is to suffer defeat. 

One detail, however, is noteworthy ; the effronteiy of the adventure, 
which might, perhaps, haA^e shocked a depraved man, never struck him. 
He was utterly uneons<*ious of what cynicism is composed. He had no 
idea of prostitution as referred to above. He had not the power to con- 
ceive it. He was too pure to admit comi)licated hypotheses. He saw 
but the gi-andeur of the woman. Alas ! he felt flattered. His vanity 
assui'ed him of victory only. To dream that he was the object of un- 
chaste desire, rather -than of love, would have required much greater 
wit than innocence possesses. Close to I hve you, he could not per- 
ceive the frightful corrective, I desire you. 

He could not grasp the animal side of the goddess’s nature. 

There are invasions which the mind may have to suffer. There are 
the Vandals of the soul, evil thoughts coming to devastate our Adrtue. 



THE MAH WHO LAUGHS. 


59 


A thousand contrary ideas rushed into Gwynplaine’s brain, now follow- 
ing each other singly, now crowding together. Then silence roigned 
again, and he would lean his head on his hands, in a kind of mouiiiful 
attention, as of one who contemplates a landscape by night 



Suddenly he felt that he was no longer thinking. His reverie had 
reached that point of utter darkness in which all things disappear. 

He remembered, too, that he had not entered the inn. It might be 
about two o’clock in the morning. 

He placed the letter which the page had brought him in his side- 
pocket, but perceiving that it was next his h^art, he drew it out again, 
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crumpled it up, and placed it in a pocket of bis hose. He then directed 
his steps towards the inn, which he entered stealthily, and without 
awaking little Govicum, who, while waiting up for him, had fallen 
adeep on the table, with his arms for a pillow. He closed the door, 
lighted a candle at the lamp, fastened the bolt, turned the key in the 
lock, taking, mechanically, all the pi-ecautions usual to a man retuiniug 
home late, ascended the staircase of the Green Box, slipped into the 
old hovel which he used as a bedi'oom, looked at Ursus, who was asleep, 
blow out his candle, and did not go to becL 

Thus an houi* passed away. Weary, at length, and faucyiug tliat 
bed and sleep were one, he laid his head upon the pillow without 
undressing, making darkness the concession of closing his eyes. But 
the stonn of emotions which assailed him liad not waned for an instant. 
Sleeplessness is a cruelty which night inflicts on man. Gwyuplaine suf- 
fered gi'eatly. For the firat time in his life, he was not plcas»*d with 
himself. Ache of heart mingled with gratified vanity. What was he 
to do ! Day broke at last; he heard Ursus get up, but did not raise his 
eyelids. No truce for him, however. The letter was ever in liis mind. 
Every word of it came laick to him in a kind of chaos. Tn ceidain vio- 
lent storms within the soul, thought becomes a liquid. It is couvnlstsl, 
it heaves, and something rises from it, like the dull roaring of the 
waves. Flood and flow, sudden shewks and whirls, the hesitation of 
the wave beforo the rock; hail and rain; clouds with the light shinuig 
through their bi-eaks; the petty flights of useless ff)am; the wild swell 
broken in an instant ; great efforts lost ; wi-cck appearing all around ; 
darkness and universal disi>ersion ; as these things are of the sea, so arc 
they of man. Gwyuplaine was a prey to such a storm. 

At the acme of his agony, his eyes still closed, he heard an exqui- 
site voice singing, “Are you asleep, Gwyuplaine?” He ojmned his 
eyes with a stai't and sat up. Dea was standing i]i the half-opened 
doorway. Her ineffable smile was in her eyes and on her lips. She 
was standing there, chaming in the unconscious serenity of her radi- 
ance. Then came, as it were, a sacred moment. Gwynplaiuo watched 
her, startled, dazried, awakened. Awakened from w^T fn)m sleep! 
no, from sleeplessness. It was she, it was Dea; and suddenly he felt in 
the depths of his being the indescribable wane of the storm and the 
sublime descent of good over evil; the miracle of the look from on high 
was accomplished; the blind girl, the sweet li^t-bearer, with no effort 
beyond her mere presence, dissipated all the darkness within him ; the 
enrtain of dond was dispersed from his soul as if drawn by an invisible 
hand, and a sky of azure, as though by celestial enchantment, again 
spread over Gwynplainb’s conscience. In a moment he became, by the 
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virtue of that angel, the great and good G^wynplaine, the innocent mn-Ti- 
Such mysterious confrontations occur to the soul as they do to creation. 
Both were silent ; she, who was the light ; he, who was the abyss ; she, 
who was divine ; he, who was appeased ; and over Gwynplaine’s stormy 
heart Dea shone with the indescribable effect of a star RbiniTig on the 
Sea. 



CHAPTER II 

FBOM OAY TO GBAYE 

OW simple is a miracle ! It was breakfast hour in the Green 
Box, and Dea had merely come to see why Gwjmplaine had 
not joined their little breakfast table. 

“ It is you ! ” exclaimed Gwynplaine ; and he had said 

everything. There was no other horizon, no vision for him now but 
the heaven where Dea was. 

His mind was appeased; appeased in such a manner as he alone 
can understand, who has seen the smile spread swiftly over the sea 
when the hurricane has passed away. Over nothing does the calm come 
so quickly as over the whirlpool. This results from its power of absorp- 
tion. And so it is with the human heaii. Not always, however. 

Dea had but to show herself, and all the light that was in Gwyn- 
plaine left him and went to her, and behind the dazzled Gwynplaine 
there was but a flight of phantoms. What a peace-maker is adoration ! 

A few minutes afterwards they were sitting opposite eatth other, 
Ursus between them. Homo at their feet. The teapot, hung over a little 
lamp, was on the table. Fibi and Vinos were outside, waiting. 

They breakfasted as they supped, in the centre compai’tment. 
Prom the position in which tlie narrow table was placed, Dea’s back was 
turned towards the apeiinire in the partition, which was opposite the 
entrance door of the Green Box. 

Their knees were touching. Gwynplaine was pouring out tea for 
Dea.' Dea blew gracefully on her cup. Suddenly she sneezed. Just at 
that moment a thin smoke rose above the flame of the lamp, and some- 
thing like a piece of paper fell into ashes. It was the smoke which had 
caused Dea to sneeze. 

“ What was that f ” she asked. 

“ Nothing,” replied Gwynplaine. 
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Aud he smiled. 

He had just burnt the Duchess’s letter. 

The conscience of the man who loves, is the ^^uardian angel of the 
woman whom he loves. 



TJnbiu’dened of the letter, his relief was wondrous, aud Clwyuplaine 
felt his integrity as the eagle feels its wings. 

It seemed to him as if his temptation had evaporated with the 
smoke, and as if the duchess had crumbled into ashes with the paper. 

Taking up their cups at random, and diinking one after the other 
from the same one, they talked, a babble of lovers, a chattering of 
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sparrows ! Child’s talk, worthy of Motlier Goose or of Homer ! With 
two loving hearts, go no farther for poetry : with two kisses for dia- 
logue, go no further for music. 

“ Do you know something t ” 

“No.” 

“ Gwynplaine, I dreamt that we were animals , and had wings.” 

Wings ; that means birds,” murmured Gwynplaine. 

“ Fools ! it means angels,” growled Ursus. 

And their talk went on. 

“ If you did not exist, Gwynplaine f ” 

“ What then ? ” 

“ It could only bo because there was no Go<l.” 

“ The tea is too hot ; you will bum yoiu’self, Dea.” 

“ Blow on my cup.” 

“ How beautiful you ai*e this morning ! ” 

“ Do you know that I have a great many things to say to you f ” 

“ Say them.” 

“ I love you.” 

“ I adore you.” 

And Ursus said aside : “ By heaven, they are polite.” 

Exquisite to lovere are their moments of silence ! In them they 
gather, as it were, masses of love, which afteiwards explode into sweet 
fragments. 

Then came a pause, and Dea cried : 

“ Do you know ! In the evening, when we are playing our paHs, 
at the moment when my hand touches your forehead — oh, what a noble 
head is yours, Gwynplaine! — at the moment when I feel your hair 
under my fingers, I shiver ; a heavenly joy comes over me, and I say 
to myself, In all this world of darkness which encompasses me, in this 
universe of solitude, in this great obscurity of ruin in which I am, in 
this quaking fear of myself and of everything, I have one prop ; and 
he is there. It is he. It is you.” 

“ Oh ! you love me,” said Gwynplaine. “ I, too, have but you on 
earth. You are all in all to me. Dea, what would you have me do f 
What do you desire t What do you want f ” 

Dea answered : 

“ I do not know. I anrhappy.” 

“ Oh,” replied Gwynplaine, “we are happy.” 

Ursus raised his voice severely: 

“ Oh, you are happy, are you ? That’s a crime. I have warned you 
already. You are happy! Then take care you aren’t seen. Take 
up as little room as you can. Happiness ought to stuff itself into a 
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hole. Make yourselves still less than you are, if that can be. God 
measures the greatness of happiness by the littleness of the happy. 
The happy should conceal themselves like malefactors. Oh, only shine 
out like the wretched glow-worms that you are, and you’ll be trodden on ; 
and quite right, too! What do you mean by ^ that love-making 
nonsense t I’m no duenna, whose business it is to watch lovers billing 
and cooing. I’m tired of it all, I tell you ; and you may both go to the 
devil.” 

And, feeling that his harsh tones wei‘e melting into tenderness, he 
drowned his emotion in a loud gnimble. 

“ Father,” said Dea, “ how rouglily you scold.” 

“ It’s because I don’t like to see jieople too happy.” 

Here Homo re-echoed Ureus. His growl was heard from beneath 
the lovers’ feet. 

TJrsus stooped down, and placed his hand on Homo’s head. 

“That’s right; you’re in bad humor, too. You growL The bris- 
tles are all on end on yom wolPs pate. You don’t Uke aU this love- 
making. That’s because you are wise. Hold your tongue all the same. 
You have hatl your say, and given yom‘ opinion; be it so. Now be 
silent.” 

The wolf growled again. 

Ursus looked under the table at him. 

“ Be still. Homo ! Come, don’t dwell on it, you philosopher ! ” 

But the wolf sat up, and looked towards the door, showing his teeth. 

“ "What’s wiong with you now ? ” said Ursus. And he caught hold 
of Homo by the skill of the neck. 

Heedless of the wolf’s gi’owls, and wholly wrapped up in her own 
thoughts, and in the sound of Gwynplaine’s voice, which left its after- 
taste within her, Dea was silent, and absorbed by that kind of ecstasy 
lieculiar to the blind, which seems at times to give them a song to listen 
to in their sotds, and to make up to them for the light which they lack, 
by some strain of ideal music. Blindness is a cavern, to which reaches 
the deep harmony of the EteniaL 

W^e Ursus, addressing Homo, was looking down, Gwynplaine 
had raised his eyes. 

He was about to drink a cup of tea, but did not drink it. He placed 
it on the table with the slow movement of a spring drawn back; his 
fingers remained open, his eyes fixed. He scarcely breathed. 

A man was standing in the doomay, behind Dea. He was clad 
in black, with a hood. He wore a wig down to his eyebrows, and held 
in his hand an iron staff with a ciown at each end. Ks staff was short 
and massive. 
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Imagine a Medusa thrusting her head between two branches in 
Paradise. 

Ursus, who had heard some one enter and raised his head without 
loosing his hold of Homo, recognized the terrible personage. 

He shook from head to foot, and whispered to Gwynplaine : 

“It’s the wapentake.” 

Gwynplaine recollected. 

An exclamation of surprise was about to escape him, but he 
restrained it. The iron staff, with the crown at each end, was called 
the iron weapon. It was from this iron weapon, upon which the city 
officers of justice took the oath when they entered on their duties, that 
the old wapentakes of the English police derived their qualification. 

Behind the man in the wig, the frightened landloi'd could just be 
perceived in the shadow. 

Without saying a word, a personification of the muta Themis of the 
old charters, the man stretched his right arm over the radiant Dea, and 
touched Gtwynplaine on the shoulder with the ii'ou staff, at the same 
time pointing with his left thumb to the door of the Green Box behind 
him. These gestures, all the more imperious for their silence, meant, 
follow me. 

“ Pro signo exemd% sursum trahe^” says the old Norman record. 

He who was touched by the iron weapon had no right bxit the right 
of obedience. To that mute order there was no reply. The harsh 
penalties of the English law threatened the refractory. Gwjniplaine 
felt a shock imder the rigid touch of the law ; then he sat as though 
petrified. 

If, instead of having been merely grazed on the shoulder, he had 
been struck a violent blow on the head with the iren staff, he could not 
have been more stmmed. He knew that the police offi(ier summoned 
him to follow ; but why f That he could not understand. 

On his part Ursus, too, was thrown into the most painful agitation, 
but he saw through matters pretty distinctly. His thoughts ran on the 
jugglers and preachers, his competitors, on informations laid against 
the Green Box, on that delinquent the wolf, on his own affair with the 
three Bishopsgate commissioners, and who knows ? — ^perhaps — but that 
Ipould be too fearful — Gwynplaine’s unbecoming and factious speeches 
Touching the royal authority. 

He trembled violently. 

Dea was smiling. 

Neither Gwynplaine nor Ursus pronounced a word. They had 
both the same thought : not to frighten Dea. It may have struck the 
woU as well, for he ceased growling. True, Ursus did not loose him. 
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Homo, however, was a prudent wolf when occasion required. Who 
is there who has not remarked a kind of intelligent anxiety in animals f 
It may be that to the extent to which a wolf can understand mankind 
he felt that he was an outlaw. 

Gwynplaine rose. 



Eesistance was impracticable, as Gwynplaine knew. He remem- 
bered Ursus’s words, and there was no question possible. 

He remained standing in front of the wapentake. The latter raised 
the iron staff from Gwynplaine’s shoulder, and drawing it back, held it 
out straight in an attitude of command : a constable’s attitude which 
was well understood in those days by the '^’^hole people, and which 
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expressed the following order : “ Let this man, and no other, follow me. 
The rest remain where they are. Silence 

No curious followers were allowed. In all times the police have 
had a taste for arrests of the kind. This descriptibn of seizure was 
termed sequestration of the person. 

The wapentake turned round in one motion, like a piece of mech- 
anism revolving on its own pivot, and with grave and magisterial step 
proceeded towards the door of the Green Box. 

Gwynplaiue looked at TJrsus. 

The latter went through a pantomime composed as follows : he 
shrugged his shoulders, placed both elbows close to his hips, with his 
hands out, and knitted his brows into chevrons, all which signifies, — ^we 
must submit to the unknown. 

Gwyuplaine looked at Dea. 

She was in her dream. She was still smiling. He put the ends of 
his fingers to his hps, and sent her an imutterablo kiss. 

Ursus, relieved of some portion of his terror now that the wapen- 
take’s back was tmiied, seized the moment to whisper in Gwj.mplaine’s 
ear: 

“ On your life, do not speak until you are questioned.” 

Gwyuplaine, with the same care to make no noise as he would have 
taken in a sick room, took his hat and cloak from the hook on the par- 
tition, wrapped himself up to the eyes in the cloak, and pushed his hat 
over his forehead. Not having been to bed, he had his working clothes 
stUl on, and his leather collar round his nock. Once more he looked at 
Dea. Having reached the door, the wapentake raised his staff and 
began to descend the steps ; then Gwynplaiue set out as if the man was 
dragging him by an invisible chain. Ursus watched Gwynplaiue leave 
the Green Box. At that moment the wolf gave a low growl, but Ursus 
'silenced him and whispered ; “ He is coming back.” 

In the yard. Master Nicless was stemming, with servile and im- 
perious gestures, the cries of terror raised by Vinos and Fibi, as in 
great distress they watched Gwynplaiue led away, and the mourning- 
colored garb and the iron staff of the wapentake. 

The two girls were like petrifactions : they were in the attitude of 
stalactites. 

Guvicum, stunned, was looking open-mouthed out of a window. 

The wapentake proceded Gwyuplaine by a few steps, never turning 
round or looking at him, in that icy ease which is given by the knowl- 
edge that one is the law. 

In death-like silence they both crossed the yard, went through the 
dark tap-room, and reached the street. A few jtassers-by had collected 
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about the inn-door, and the justice of the quorum was there at the head 
of a squad of police. The idlers, stupefied, and without breathing a 
word, opened out and stood aside, with English discipline, at the sight 
of the constable’s staff. The wapentake moved off in the direction of 
the narrow street then called the Little Strand, r unnin g by the Thames ; 
and Gwynplaiue, with the justice of the quorum’s men in ranks on each 
side, like a double hedge, pale, without a motion except that of his 
steps, wrapped in his cloak as in a shroud, was leaving the inn farther 
and farther behind him as he followed the silent man, like a statue 
following a spectre. 



CHAPTER III 

LEX, REX, PEX 


NEXPLAINED arrest, which would greatly astonish an 
Englishman nowadays, was then a very usual proceeding of 
the police. Recourse was had to it, notmthstauding the 
Habeas Corpus Act, up to George II.’s time, esj)ecially in 
such delicate cases as were provided for by kttrea dc cachet in France ; 
and one of the accusations against which Walpole had to defend him- 
self was that he had caused or allowed Xeuhoff to be arrested in that 
marmei*. The accusation was probably without foundation, for Xeuhoff, 
King of Corsica, was put in prison by his creditors. 

These silent captures of the person, very usual with th<' Holy 
Vsehme in Geiroany, were admitted by German custom, which rules 
one half of the old English laws, and recommended in certain cases by 
Norman custom, which rules the other half. Justinian’s chief of the 
palace police was called “X/fewtiffriMs ImpermlisP The English magis- 
trates who pi-acticed the captui’es in question relied upon numerous 
Norman texts : — Canes latrant, sergentes silent. — Scrgentcr agere, id est 
tacere. — ^They quoted Landulphus Bagax, x>aragraph 1(5 : — Facit Imper- 
ator silenUum. — ^They quoted the charter of King Philip in 1307: — 
Multos tenelnnms hastonerios qui, ohmutescentes, sergentare ralennt. — They 
quoted the statutes of Henry I. of England, cap. 53 : — .Surge, signs jussus. 
Tacitumior esto. Hoc est esse in mptione regis. — They took advantage 
especially of the following prescriptiorr, held to form part of the ancient 
feudal franchises of England : — “ Sous les viscomtes sont les serjans de 
Vespee, lesquels doivent Justider vertuensement dVespee foits ceux quisuient 
malveses compagnies,, gens diffameg d*aucuns crimes, et gens fuites etfor- 
hannvt . ... et les doivent si vigoureusement et discrrdement apprehenderf' 
que la honne gent qui sont paistbles soient gardes jxiisihlemetit et qu£ les 
malfeteurs soient espoantesP To be thus arr'estcd was to be seized “ale 
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glaive de VespeeT (Vetus Consuetudo Normamue, MS. part 1, sect 1, 
ch. 11.) The jurisconsults referred besides “ in Charta Liulovici Eutmi 
pro Nomiannis,” chapter Servientes spathe. The Servkntes spathce, in the 
gradual approach of base Latin to our idioms, became sergentes spad<B. 

These silent arrests were the contraiy of the Clameur de Haro, and 
gave warning that it was advisable to hold one’s tongue until such time 
as light should bo thrown upon (!ei*tain matters still in the dark. 

They signified questions reserved, and showed in the operation of 
the police a certain amount of raison (Ntat. 

The legfil tei-m “private” was applied to arrests of this description. 

It was thus that EdwaM III., according to some chroniclers, caused 
Mortimer to bo seized in the bed of his mother, Isabella of France. 
This again, we may take leave to doubt ; for Mortimer sustained a siege 
in his town before being captured. 

Warwick, tho king-maker, delighted in j)racticing this mode of 
“ attaching people.” 

Cromwell made use of it, especially in Connaught ; and it was with 
this pi’ecaution of silence that Trailie Arcklo, a relation of the Earl of 
Ormond, was an'ested at Kilmacaugh. 

These captures of tho body by the mere motion of justice, repre- 
sented rather the summons to appear than the waiTant of areest. Some- 
times they were but processes of inquiry, and even argued, by the 
silence imposed rrpotr all, a certain consideration for the person seized. 

For the mass of the i)eople, little versed as they were in the esti- 
nrate of such shades of difference, they had peculiar’ torr’ors. 

It must not be forgotten that in 1705, and even much later, Eirg- 
land was far from being what she is to-day. The general features of its 
constitution were confused and, at times, very oppressive. Daniel 
Defoe, who had himself had a taste of the pillory, char’acterizes the 
sf>cial order of England, sonrewhere in his writings, as “ the ir-on hands 
of the law.” Ther*e was not only the law, there was its arbitrary admin- 
istration. We have but to recall Steele, ejected from Parliament; 
Locke, driven from his professorshij) ; Hobbes and Gibbon, compelled 
to flight; Charles Churchill, Hurne, and Pr’iestley, persecuted; John 
Wilkes sent to the Tower. The task would bo a long one, were we to 
count over the victims of the statute against seditious libel. The inqui- 
sition had, to some extent, spread its arrangements throughout Europe, 
and its police practice was taken as a guide. A monstrous attempt 
against all rights was possible in England. We have only to recall the 
Gazetier Guirasse. In the midst of the eighteenth century, Louis XV. 
had writers, whose works displeased him, arrested in Piccadilly. It is 
true that George II. laid his hands on the Pietender in Prance, right in 
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the middle of the hall at the opera. Those were two long arms ! that of 
the King of France reaching London ! that of the King of England, 
Paris 1 Such was the liberty of the period. 

We may a^d, that they w^ fond of putting people to death pri- 
vately in prisons, sleight-of-hand mingled with capital punishment ; a 
hideous expedient, to which England is reverting at the present moment, 
thus giving to the world the strange spectacle of a great people, which, 
in its desire to take the better part, chooses the worse ; and which, hav- 
ing before it the past on one side and progress on the other, mistakes 
its way, and takes night for day. 



CHAPTER TV 

TJKSFS PLAYS THE SPY" OX THE POLIOE 

S we have already said, according to tlie veiy severe laws of 
the police of those days, the summons to follow the wapen- 
take addressed to an indi\ddnal, implied to all othei* persons 
present, the command not to stir. 

curious idlers, however, were stubhoim, and followe»l from 
afar oflE the (•■orU'f/c whi<*h had taken ( Iwynidaine into custody. 

Vrsus was of them. 

He had been as nearly petrified as any one has a right to be. But 
TJi’Sus, so often assai1(‘d by the suri>rises incident to a wandering life, 
and by the juali<*e of chance, was, like a ship-of-wai*, prepared for 
action, and coxild call to the i>ost of danger the whole crow — that is to 
say, the aid of all his intelligence. 

He flung off his stupoi-, and began to think. He sti'ove not to give 
way to emotion, but to stand face to face with circumstances. 

To look fortune in the face is the duty of every one not an idiot ; 
to seek not to understand, but to act. 

Presently he tisked himself : What could he do ! 

Grwynplaine being taken, TJrsus was placed between two terrors — 
fear for Cwynplaine, which instigated him to follow ; and a fear for 
himself, which urged him to remain where he was. 

TJrsus had the intrepidity of a fly, and the impassibility of a sen- 
sitive plant. His agitation was not to be described. However, he took 
his resolution heroically, and decided to brave the law, and to follow 
the wapentake, so anxious was he concerning the fate of Gwynplaine. 

His terror must have been great to prompt so much courage. 

To what valiant acts will not fear drive a hare ! 

The chamois in despair jumps a precipice. To be terrified into 
imprudence is one of the forms of fear. 
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Gwynplaine had been earned off rather than arrested. The opera- 
tion of the police had been executed so rapidly that the Fair field, 
generally little frequented at that hour of the morning, had scarcely 
taken cognizance of the circumstance. 

Scarcely any one in the caravans had any idea that the wapentake 
had come to take Gwynplaine. Hence, the smallness of the crowd. 

Gwynplaine, thanks to his cloak and his hat, which nearly con- 
cealed his face, could not be recognized by the passers-by. 

Before he went out to follow Gwynplaine, Ursus took a precaution. 
He i^ke to Master Nicless, to the boy Govicum, and to Fibi and Vinos, 
and insisted on theh keeping absolute silence before Dea, who was 
ignorant of everything. That they should not utter a syllable that could 
make her suspect what had occurred; that they should make her under- 
stand that the cares of the management of the Gi'een Box necessitated 
the absence of Gwynplaine and Ursus ; that, besides, it would soon be 
the time of her daily siesta, and that before she awoke he and Gwyn- 
plaine would have returned ; that all that had taken place had arisen 
frem a mistake ; that it would be very easy for Gwynplaine and himself 
to clear themselves before the magistrate and jjolice ; that a touch of 
the finger would put the matter straight, after which they should both 
return; above all, that no one should say a word on the subje(}t to Dea. 
Having given these directions, he departed. 

Ursus was able to follow Gwynplaine without being remarked. 
Though he kept at the greatest ijossible distance, he so managed as 
not to lose sight of him. Boldness in ambuscade is the bravery of the 
timid. 

After all, notwithstanding the solemnity of the attendant cheum- 
stance.s, Gwynplaine might have been summoned befoie the magistrate 
for some unimportant infraction of the law. 

Ursus assured himself that the question would Ik) de<*ided at once. 

The solution of the mysteiy would be made under his very eyes by 
the direction taken by the cortege which took Gwynplaine from Tanin- 
zeau Field when it reached the entrance of the lanes of the Little 
Strand. 

If it turned to the left, it would conduct Gwynplaine to the justice 
bun in Southwark. In that case there would be little to fear, some 
trifling municipal offense, an admonition from the magistrate, two or 
three shillings to pay, and Gw3aiplaine would be set at liberty, and the 
representation of “ Chaos Vmquished” would take place in the evening 
as usual. In that case no one would know that anything unusual had 
happened. 

If the wrUge turned to the right, matters would l>e serious. 
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There were frightful places in that dii-ection. 

When the wapentake, leading the file of catchpoles between whom 
Q-wynplaine walked, arrived at the small streets, Ursus watched them 
breathlessly. There ai'e moments in which a man’s whole being passes 
into his eyes. 

Which way were they going to tuni f 

They turned to the right. 

Ursus, staggering with terror, leaned tigainst a wall that he might 
not fall. 

There is no hypocrisy so great as the words which we say to our- 
selves, “ I wish to kmw the worst!” At heart we do not wish it at aU. 
We have a dreadful fear of knowing it. Agony is mingled with a dim 
effort not to see the end. We do not own it to ourselves, but we would 
draw ba(‘.k if we dared; and when we have advanced, we reproach our- 
selves for having done so. 

Thus did Ursus. He shuddered as he thought : 

“ Here are things going wrong. I should have found it out soon 
enough. What business had I to follow Hwynplaine ? ” 

Having made this reflection, man being but self-contradiction, he 
increased his pax'c, and, masteiing his anxiety, hastened to get nearer 
the eorteffef so as not to break, in the maze of small streets, the thread 
between Hwynplaiue and himself. 

The eorta/c of police could not move <iuiekly on account of its 
solemnity. 

The wapentake led it. 

The justice of the quorum closed it. 

This order compelled a certain deliberation of movement. 

All the majesty possible in an official shone in the justice of the 
quonun. His costume held a middle place between the splendid robe 
of a doctor of music of Oxford, ahd the sober black habiliments of a 
doctor of divinity of Cambridge. He wore the dress of a gentleman 
under a long godeberi, which is a mantle trimmed with the fur of the 
Norwegian hare. He was half gothic and half modem, wearing a wig 
like Lamoignon, and sleeves like Tiistan I’Hermite. His great round 
eye watched G-wynplaine with the fixedness of an owl’s. 

He walked with a cadence. Never did honest man look fiercer. 

Ursus, for a moment thrown out of his way in the tangled skein of 
streets, overtook, close to Saint Mary Overy, the cortege, which had 
fortunately been retarded in the church-yard by a fight between childi'en 
and dogs, a common incident in the streets in those days. “ Dogs and 
boys,” says the old registers of police, placing the dogs before the boys. 

A man being taken before a magistrate by the police was, after all, 
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an every-day affair, and each one having his own business to attend to, 
the few who had followed soon dispersed. There remained but Ursus 
on the track of Gwynplaine. 

They passed before two chapels opposite to each other, belonging 



one to the Be<9reative Beligionists, the other to the Hallelnjah 
Ifeague, sects which flourished then, and which exist to the present 

4ay. 

Then the cortege wound fi-om street to street, making a zigzag, 
choosing by preference lanes not yet built on, roads where the grass 
grew, and deserted alleys. 
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At length it stopped. 

It was in a little lane with no houses except two or three hovels. 
This narrow alley was composed of two walls, one on the left, low ; the 
other on the light, high. The high wall was black, and built in the 
8axon style with narrow holes, scorpions, and large sc^uare gratings 
over narrow loop-holes. There was no window on it, but here and 
there slits, old embrasures for cross bows and long bows. At the foot 
of this high wall was seen, like the hole at the bottom of a rat-trap, a 
little wicket gate, veiy (iliptical in its arch. 

This small door, encased in a full, heavy girding of stone, had a 
grated peep-hole, a heavy knocker, a large lock, hinges thick and 
knotted, a bristling of nails, an armor of x»lates, and hinges, so that 
altogether it was more of iron than of wood. 

There was no one in the lane. No shops, no passengers; but in it 
there was heard a continual noise, as if the lane ran parallel to a toiTent. 
There was a tumult of voices and of cannages. It seenn'd as if on the 
other side of the black edifi(*e there must bo a great street, doubtless 
the principal street of Southwark, one end of which ran into the Can- 
terbury ix)ad, an<l the other on to Lioiidon Bridge. 

All the length of the* lane, except the vorUUfc which surrounded 
<fwyni>laiiie, a watcln*r wcmld have seen no other human face than the 
pale i>rofile of TJrsus hazarding a half advance from the shadow of the 
<‘orner of the wall ; looking, yet fearing to see. He had i)osted himself 
behind the wall at a turn of the lane. 

The constables gi'ouped themselves before the wicket. Gwyn|)laine 
was in the centre, the wapentake and his baton of iron being now behind 
him. 

The justice of the quorum raised the knocker, and struck the door 
three times. The loop-hole oi)ened. 

The justice of the quorum said : 

“ By order of her Majesty.” 

The heavy door of t>ak and iron turned on its hinges, making a 
chilly opening, like the mouth of a cavern. A hideous depth yawned 
in the shadow. 

Ursus saw Gwyiiplaine disapi>ear ^vithin it. 



CHAPTER V 


A. FEABFUL PLACE 


i 





HE wapentake entei'ed behind (Twyn]>laine. 

Then the justice of the quorum. 

Then the constables. 

The wicket was closed. 

The heavy door swung to, closing hermetically on the stone sills, 
without any one seeing who had opened or shut it. ‘ It seemed as if the 
bolts re-entered their sockets of their own ac.t. Some of those mech- 
anisms, the inventions of ancient intimidation, still exist in old prisons ; 
doors of which you saw no door-keejwr. With them the entrance to a 
prison becomes like the entrance to a tomb. 

This wicket was the lower door of South wai*k Jail. 


There was nothing in the harsh and wonn-eaten asjwet of this 
prison to soften its appropriate air of rigor. 

Originally a pagan temple, built by the Catieuchlans for the Mogous, 
ancient English gods, it became a palace for Ethelwolfe and a fortress 
for Edward the Confessor; then it was elevated to the dignity of a 
prison, in 1199, by John Lackland. Such was Southwark JaiL This 
jail, at first intersected by a street, like Chenonceaux by a river, had 
been for^iaf^ntury or two a gate, that is to say, the gate of a suburb; 
the iMpIrage had then been walled up. There remain in England some 
prisons of this nature. In Loudon, Newgate; at Canterbuiy, Westgate ; 
at Edinburgh, Canongate. In France the Bastile was originally a gate. 

Almost all the jails of England present the same appearance — a 
high wall without and a hive of cells within. Nothing could be moie 
funereal than the appearance of those prisons, where spiders and justice 
spread their webs, and where John Howard, that ray of light, had not 
yet penetrated. Like the Old Gehenna of Brussels, they might well 
have have been designated Trenrenberg — the home of tears. 
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Men felt before such buildings, at once so savage and inhospitable 
the same distress that the aucient navigators suffered befoi’e the hell of 
slaves mentioned by Plautus, islands of creaking chains, ferricreptdiUe 
when they passed near enough to hear the clank of the fetters. 

Sf>uthwark Jail, an old place of exorcisms and torture, was orig- 
inally used solely foi the iinpi*isoiimeiit of sorcerers, as was proved by 
two verses engi-aved on a defaced stone at the foot of the wicket: 

Smit arrcjjtitii, vexali da^mone multo 

Est enc*rgum(‘ims, (laaiiuii i>ossiflel uuus. 

Lines which draw a subtle delicate distincdioii between the demo- 
niac and man possessed by a dcndl. 

At the bottom of this inscription, nailed flat against the wall, was 
a stone ladder, which had been originally of wood, but which had been 
<*hauged into stone by being buided in eaith of i)etrifying (quality at a 
l>lace called Apsley (lowis, near Woburn Abbey. 

The prison of Southwark, now demolished, opened on two streets, 
iietween which, as a gate, it formerly served as means of communica- 
tion. It had two doors. In the large street a door, apparently used by 
the autlioi'ities ; and in the lane the door of punishment, used by the 
rest of the living and liy the dead also, because when a prisoner in the 
jail died, it was by that issue that his corjise was carried out. A libera- 
tion not to be despised. 

Death is release into infinity. 

It was by the gate of punishiuent that ('TWyni>laino had been taktiii 
into the judson. 

The lane, as wt‘ have said, was nothing but a little passage, paved 
with flints, confined between two opi>osite walls. There is one of the 
same kind at Brussels called liiu* tPatui Per son ne. The walls were une- 
qucil ill height. The high one was the prison ; the low one, the ceme- 
tery — the enclosure foi* the moidiiary remains of the jail — was not 
higher than the ordinary stature t>f a man. In it was a gate almost 
ojiposite the prison wicket. The dead had only to cross the street ; the 
cemetery was but twenty 2>a.ces from the jail. On the high wall was 
affixed a gallows; on the low one Avas sculptured a Death’s head. 
Neither of these walls made its oi)posite neighbor more cheeiiul. 



CHAPTER VI 


THE KIND OF MAGISTKACY UNDEK THE -WKiS OF FOllAIEK DAYS 


NT one obsei'ving at that moment tlie other side of the prison 
— its facade — ^wonld have j^ereeived the high street of Sonth- 
vrark, and might have remarked, stationed T)efore th<‘ monu- 
mental and offieial entrance to th(‘ jail, a traveling <'arriage, 
recognized as such by its imperial. A few idlers surrounded the car- 
riage. On it was a coat of arms, and a i)ersonage had been si'tni to 
descend from it and enter the prison. “ Pi'obably a magistrati*,*’ con- 
jectured the crowd. Many of the English magistrates wei'o nobh', and 
almost all had the right of bearing anus. In France blazon and robe 
were almost contradictory terms. The Duke iSaiut-Simon says, in sp<*ak- 
iug of magistrates, “ People of that class.” In England a gentleman 
was not despised for being a judge. 

There ai'e traveling magistrates in England ; they are called judges 
of circuit, and notliing was easier than to recognize the cairiage as the 
vehicle of a judge on ckcuit. That which was less comprehensible was, 
that the supposed magistrate got down, not from the cairiage itself, but 
from the box, a place which is not habitually occupied by the OAvnei-. 
Another tmusual thing. People traveled at that perio<l in England in 
two ways. By coach, at the rate of a shilling for five miles, and by 
post, paying three half-pence per mile, an<l twopence to the jiostilion 
alter each stage. A private carriage, whose owner desired to travel by 
paid as many shiUiugs jier horse xier mile as the horseman paid 
pence. The carriage di’awn up before the jail in Southwark had four 
horses and two postilions, which displayed princely state. Finally, 
that which exci^d and disconcerted conjectures to the utmost was the 
circumstance tlifht the carriage was sedulously shut up. The blinds of 
the windows were closed up. The glasses in front were darkened by 
blinds; every opening by which the eye might have penetrated was 
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masked. From without, uothing within eould he seen, and most likely 
from within, nothing could be seen outside. However, it did not seem 
probable that there was any one in the carnage. 

Southwark being in Surrey, the prison was within the jurisdiction 
of the sheriff of the county. 



Such distinct jurisdictions were v<*iy frequent in England. Thus, 
for example, the Tower of London was not suppose<l to be situated in 
any county ; that is to say, that, legally, it was considered to be in air. 
The Tower recognized no authoi-ity of jurisdiction except in its own con- 
stable, who was qualified as custos turris. The Tower had its jurisdic- 
tion, its church, its court of justice, and Hs government apart. The 
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anthority of its cmtos or constable extended, outside of London, over 
twenty-one hamlets. As in Great Britain legal singularities engraft 
one upon another, the office of the master gunner of England was 
derived from the Tower of London. 

Other legal customs seem still more whimsical. Thus, the English 
Court' of Admii’alty consults and applies the laws of Rhodes and of 
Oleron, a French island which was once English. 

The sheriff of a county was a person of high consideration. He 
was always an esquire, and sometimes a knight. He was called speda- 
Mis in the old deeds, “ a man to be looked at,” a kind of intermediate 
title between illHstrif! and clarissimts , — ^less than the first, more than the 
second. Long ago the sheriffs of the counties were chosen by the 
people ; but Edward II., and after him Henry VI., having claimed their 
nomination for the crown, the office of sheriff becamo a royal emanation. 

They all received their commissions from majesty, except the 
sheriff of Westmoreland, whose office was hert^ditary, and the sheriffs 
of London and Middlesex, who were elected by the lively in the com- 
mon hall. Sheriffs of Wales and Chester possessed certain fiscal prerog- 
atives. These appointments ai'e all still in existeiico in England, but, 
• subjected little by little to the friction of manners and ideas, they have 
lost their old aspects. It was the duty of the sheriff of the county to 
escort and protect the judges on circuit. As we have two aims, he had 
two officers ; his right arm the under-sheriff, his left aim the justice of 
the quorum. The justice of the quorum, assisted by the bailiff of the 
hundred, termed the wapentake, apprehended, examined, and, under the 
responsibility of the sheriff, imprisoned, for trial by the judges of cir- 
cuit, thieves, murderers, rebels, vagabonds, and all sorts of felons. 

The shade of difference between the under-sheiiff and the justice 
of the quorum, in their hierarchical service towards the sheriff, was 
that the under-sheriff accompanied and the justice of the quorum 
assisted. 

The sheriff held two courts, one fixed and central, the county court, 
and a movable court, the sheriff’s turn. He thus reiiresented both unity 

ubiquity. He might as judge be aided and informed on legal ques- 
*^ns by the sergeant of the coif, called sergens coifte, who is a sergeant- 
at-law, and who wears under his black skull-cap a fillet of white Cam- 
bray lawn. 

The sheriff delivered the jails. When he arrived at a town in his 
province, he had the right of summaiy trial of the prisoners, of which 
he might cause either their release or their execution. This was called 
a jail delivery. The sheriff presented bills of indictment to the twenty- 
four members of the grand jury. If they approved, they wrote above. 
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hilla vera; if the contrary, they wrote ignoramus. In the latter case the 
accusation was annulled, and the sheriff had the privilege of tearing up 
the biU. If during the deliberation a juror died, this legally acquitted 
the prisoner and made him innocent, and the sheriff, who had the priv- 
ilege of arresting the accused, had also that of setting him at liberty. 

That which made the sheriff singularly feared and respected was 
that he had the charge of executing aU the orders of her majesty, a 
fearful latitude. 

An arbitrary power lodges in such commissions. 

The officers termed vergers, tlie coroners making part of the sher- 
iff’s cortrgc, and the clerks of the market as escort, with gentlemen on 
horsoba(’.k and their servants in livery, made a handsome suite. The 
sheriff, says Chamberlayne, is the “ life of justice, of law, and of the 
county.” 

In England an insensible demolition constantly pulverizes and dis- 
severs laws and customs. You must understand in our day that neither 
the slieriff, the wapentake, nor tht^ justice of the quomm could exercise 
their functions as they did then. There was in the England of the Past 
a certain (-.onfusion of powers, whose ill-defined attributes resulted in 
their overstepping their real bounds at times, a thing which would be 
impossible in the present day. The usurpation of i>ower by police and 
justices has ceased. We believe that even the word wapentake has 
changed its meaning. It implied a magisterial function; now it sig- 
nifies a territorial division : it specified the centurion ; it now si>ecifies 
the hundred {centum). 

Moreover, in those days the sheriff of the county combined with 
something more and something less, and condensed in his own authority, 
which was at once royal and municipal, the two magistrates formerly 
called in France the civil lieutenant of Paris and the lieutenant of police. 
The civil lieutenant of Paris is pretty well described in an old police 
note : “ The civil lieutenant had no dislike to domestic quaiTels, be(;ause 
he always has the pickings.” — (22d July, 1704). As to the lieutenant of 
police, he was a redoubtable i^erson, multiple and vague. The best per- 
sonification of him was Bene d’Argenson, who, as was said by Saint- 
Simon, displayed in his face the three judges of hell united. 

The three judges of hell sat, as has already been seen, at Bishops- 
gate, London. 



CHAPTER VII 

SHUDDEBINO 

lEN G-wynplaine heard the wicket shut, creaking in all its 
bolts, he trembled. It seemed to him that the door which 
had just closed, was the communication between light and 
dar^ess ; opening on one side on the living, human crowd, 
and on the other on a dead world; and now that eveiy thing illumined 
by the sun was behind him, that he had stepped over the boundaiy of 
life, and was standing without it, his heart contracted. What were they 
going to do with him ? Wliat did it all mean ? 

Where was he f 

He saw nothing around him ; he found himself in perfect dai'kuess. 
The shutting of the door had momentarily blinded him. The window 
in the door had been closed as well. No looi>-hole, no lamp. Such 
were the precautions of old times. It was forbidden to light the en- 
trance to the jails, so that the new-comers should take no obseiwa- 
tions. 

Gwynplalne extended his arms, and touched the wall on the right 
side and on the left. He was in a passage. Little by little a cavernous 
daylight, exuding, no one knows whence, and which floats about dark 
places, and to which the dilatation of the pupil adjusts itself slowly, 
enabled him to distinguish a feature here and there, and the corridor 
was vaguely sketched out before him. 

Gwynplaine, who had never had a glimpse of penal severities, save 
in the exaggerations oLUrsus, felt as though seized by a sort of vague 
gigantic hand. To be caught in the mysterious toils of the law is 
frightful. He who is brave in aU other dangers, is disconcerted in the 
presence of justice. Why t Is it that the justice of man works in twi- 
li^t, and the judge gropes his way ? Gwynplaine remembered what 
TJrsus had told him of the necessity for silence. He wished to see Dea 
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again; he felt some discretionary instinct, which urged him not to 
irritate. Sometimes to wish to be enlightened is to make matters worse ; 
on the other hand, however, the weight of the adventure was so over- 
whelming, that he gave way at length and could not restrain a ques- 
tion. 

“ Gentlemen,” said he, “ whither are you taking me '? ” 

They made no answer. 

It was the law of silent capture, and the Norman text is formal : 
A silentiariis ostio, prcepositis introducti sunt. 

This silence froze Gwynplaine. Up to that moment lie had be- 
lieved himself to be firm : he was self-sufficing. To bo self-sufficing is 
to be powerful. He had live<l isolated from the world, and imagined 
that being alone lie was unassailable ; and now all at once he felt him- 
self under the pressure of a hideous collective force. How was he to 
combat that hon-ible anonyma, the law? He felt faint under the per- 
I)lexity; a fear of an unknown chara<*ter had found a fissure in his 
armor; besides, h(' had not slept, he had not eaten, lie had scarcely 
moistened his lijis with a cup of tea. The whole night had been i)assed 
in a kind of delirium, and the fever was still on him. He was thii-sty ; 
perhaps hungiy. The crfiving of the stomach disorders everything. 
Since the previous evening all kinds of incidents had assailed him. 
The emotions which ha<l tonnented had sustained him. Without th<‘ 
storm a sail would be a rag. But his was the excessive feebleness of 
the rag, which the wind inflates till it tears it. He felt himself sinking. 
Was ho about to fall without cionsciousness on the pavement? To 
faint is the i*esource of a woman, and the humiliation of a man. He 
hardened himself, but he trembled. He felt as one losing his footing. 



CHAPTER VIII 


LAMENTATION 


HEY liegan to move forward. 

They advanced through the passage. 

TheM was no preliminary registiy, no pla<?e of record. 
The prisons in those times were not overburdeneil with 
documents. They were content to close round you. without knowing 
why. To be a prison, and to hold prisoners, sufficed. 

The procession was obliged to lengthen itself out, taking tlie form 
of the corridor. They walked almost in single file; first the wapentake, 
then Gwynplaine, then the justice of the quorum, then the constables, 
advancing in a group, and blocking up the passage behind Gwynplaine 
as with a bung. The passage narrowed. Now Gwynplaine touched 
the walls with both his elbows. In the roof, which was made of flints, 
dashed with cement, was a succession of granite arches jutting out, and 
still more contracting the passage. He had to stoop to pass under them. 
No speed was possible in that conidor. Any oiio tiying to escape 
tl^ugh it would have been compelled to move slowly. The passage 
twisted. All entrails are tortuous ; those of a prison as well as those of 
a man. Here and there, sometimes to the right and sometimes to the 
left, spaces in the wall, squai'e and closed by large iron gratings, gave 
glimpses of flights of stairs, some descending and some ascending. 

They reached a closed door ; it opened. They passed through, and 
it closed again. Then they came to a second door, which admitted 
them, then to a third, which also turned on its hinges. These doors 
seemed to open and shut of themselves. No one was to be seen. While 
the corridor contracted, the roof grew lower, until at length it was im- 
possible to stand upright Moisture exuded from the wall. Drops of 
water fell from the vault. The slabs that paved the corridor were 
clammy as an intestine. The diffused pallor that served as light be- 
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came more and more a palL Air was deficient, and what was singulai'ly 
ominous, the passage was a descent. 

Close observation was necessary to perceive that there was such a 
descent. In darkness a gentle declivity is portentous. Nothing is more 
fearful than the vague evils to which we are led by imperceptible 
degrees. 

It is awful to descend into unknown depths. 

How long had they proceeded thus f Hwynplaine could not tell. 

Moments passed imdor such cinishiug agony seem immeasurably 
prolouged. 

Suddenly they halted. 

The dai'kness wan intense. 

The corridor widened somewhat. Hwyuplaine heard close to liim 
a noise of which only a Chinese gong could give an idea ; something 
like a blow struck against the diaphragm of the abyss. It was the 
Avai)eutake stiiking his wand against a sheet of iran. 

That sheet of iron was a door. 

Not a door on hinges, but a door which was I'aised and let down. 

Something like a portcullis. 

There was a sound of creaking in a gi'oove, and Clwjuiplaine was 
suddenly face to face with a bit of squai-e light. The sheet of metal 
had just been raised into a slit in the vault, like the door of a mous(‘- 
trap. 

An opening htwl appeared. 

The light was not daylight, but glimmer ; but on the dilated oyc*- 
balls of (irwynplaine the pale and sudden ray stimck like a flash of 
lightning. 

It was some time before he could see anj’thing. To see with dazzled 
eyes, is as difficult as to see in darkness. 

At length, by degrees, the pupil of his eye became proportioned to 
the light, just as it had been ])roportioned to the darkness, and he was 
able to distinguish objects. The light, which at first had seemed too 
1 night, settled intt) its proper hue and became livid. He cast a glance 
into the yawning si»ace before him, and what he saw was terrible. 

At his feet were about twenty steps, steep, narrow, worn, almost 
pei’pondicular, -without balustrade on either side, a sort of stone ridge 
cut out from the .side of a wall into stairs, entering and leading into a 
very deep cell. They reached to the bottom. 

The cell was round, roofed by an ogee vault with a low arch, frem 
the defective level in the imposts, a displacement common to cells under 
heavy edifices. 

The kind of hole acting as a door, whi^^h the sheet of iron had just 
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revealed, and on which the stairs abutted, was formed in the vault, so 
that the eye looked down from it as into a well. 

The cell was large, and if it was the bottom of a well, it must have 
been a cyclopean one. The idea that the old word “ cul-de-basse-fosse” 
awakens in the mind can only be applied to it if it be fancied to be a 
den of wild beasts. 

The cell was neither flagged nor paved. The bottom was of that 
cold, moist earth peculiar to deep places. 

In the midst of the cell, four low and disproportioned columns sus- 
tained a porch heavily ogival, of which the four mouldings united in 
the interior of the porch, something like the inside of a miti'e. This 
porch, similar to the pinnacles under which sarcophagi Wei'S fonuerly 
placed, rose nearly to the top of the vault, and made a sort of central 
chamber in the cavern, if that could be called a chamber which had 
only pillars in place of walls. 

From the key of the arch hung a brass lamp, round and bai'red like 
the window of a prison. This lamp threw around it — on the pillars, on 
the vault, on the circular wall which was seen dimly behind the pillai's 
— a wan light, cut by bars of shadow. 

This was the light which had at first dazzled (Iwynplaine ; now it 
threw out only a confused redness. 

There was no other light in the cell — ^neither window, nor door, nor 
loop-hole. , 

Between the four pillars, exactly below the lamp, in the spot where 
there was most light, a pale and terrible form lay on the gi'ouud. 

It was lying on its back; a head was visible, of which the eyes wero 
shut; a body, of which the chest was a shapeless mass; four limbs 
belonging to the body, in the position of the cross of Saint Andrew, 
were drawn towards the four pillars by four chains fastened to each 
foot and each hand. 

. These chains were fastened to an iron ring at the base of each col- 
umn. The form was held immovable, in the horrible position of being 
quartered, and had the icy look of a livid corpse. 

It was naked. It was a man. 

G-wynplaine, as if petrified, stood at the top of the stairs, looking 
down. Suddenly he heard a rattle in the throat. 

The corpse was idive. 

Close to the spectre, in one of the ogives of the porch, on each side 
of a great seat, which stood on a large flat stone, stood two men swathed 
^n long black cloaks; and on the seat an old man was sitting, dressed 
in a red robe— wan, motionless, and ominous, holding a bunch of roses 
jn his hand. 
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The bunch of roses would have enlightened any one less ignorant 
than Gwynplaine. The right of judging with a nosegay in his hand 
implied the holder to be a magistrate at once royal and municipal. 
The Lord Mayor of London still keeps up the custom. To assist the 
deliberations of the judges was the function of the earliest roses of the 
season. 

The old man seated on the bench was the sheriff of the county of 
SuiTey. 

His was the majestic rigidity of a Roman dignitary. 

The bench was the only seat in the cell. 

By the side of it was a table covered with papers and books, on 
which lay the long, white wand of the sheriff. The men standing by 
the side of the sheiiff were two doctors, one of medicine, the other of 
law; the liitter recognizable by the sergeant’s coif over his wig. Both 
wore black robes— one of the shape worn by judges, the other by doctors. 

Men of these kinds wear mourning for the deaths of which they ai’e 
the cause. 

Behind the sheriff, at the edge of the flat stone under the seat, was 
crouched — with a widting-table near to him, a bundle of papers on his 
knees, and a sheet of parehment on the bundle — a secretary, in a round 
wig, with a pen in his hand, in the attitude of a man ready to write. 

This secretary was of the class called keeper of the bag, as was 
shown by a bag at his feet. 

These bags, in foimer times employed in law processes, were termed 
bags of justice. 

With folded arms, leaning against a pillar, was a man entirely 
di'essed in leather, the hangman’s assistant. 

These men seemed as if they had been fixed by enchantment in 
their funereal postures round the chained man. None of them spoke or 
moved. 

There brooded over all a fearful calm. 

What Gwynplaine saw was a torture chamber. There were many 
such in England. 

The crypt of Beauchamp Tower long served this pm’pose, as did 
also the cell in the Lollai'ds’ prison. A place of this nature is still to be 
seen in London, called “ the Vaults of Lady Place.” In this last-men- 
tioned chamber there is a gi'ate for the purpose of heating the irons. 

All the prisons of King John’s time (and Southwark Jail was one) 
had their chambers of torture. 

The scene which is about to follow was in those days a frequenf^ 
one in England, and might, even, by criminal process be carried out 
to-day, since the same laws are still unrepealed. England offers the 
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curious sight of a bai'barous code living on the best tenus with liberty. 
We confess that they make an excellent family party. 

Some distrust, however, might not be undesirable. In the case of 
a crisis, a return to the penal code would not be impossible. English 
legislation is a tamed tiger with a velvet paw, but the claws are still 
there. Cut the claws of the law, and you will do well. Law almost 
ignores right. On one side is penalty, on the other humanity. Phi- 
losophers protest ; but it will take some time yet before the justice of 
man is assimilated to the justice of God. 

Respect for the law : that is the English phrase. In England they 
venerate so many laws, that they never repeal any. They save them- 
selves from the consequences of their veneration by never putting them 
into execution. An old law falls into disuse like an old woman, and 
they never think of killing either one or the other. They cease to make 
use of them ; that is all. Both are at liberiy to consider themselves 
still yomig and beautiful. They may fancy that they are as they were. 
This politeness is called respect. 

Noiman custom is veiy wrinkled. That does not pi*eveut many an 
English judge casting sheep’s eyes at her. They stutk amorou.sly to an 
antiquated atrocity, so long as it is Norman. What (fan be more savage 
than the gibbet f In 1867 a man was sentenced to be out into four 
quarters and offered to a woman — ^the Queen. 

Still, torture was never practiced in England. History asserts this 
as a fact. The assurance of history is wonderful. 

Matthew of Westminster mentions that the “ 8axon law, very clem- 
ent and kind,” did not punish criminals by death ; and adds that “ it 
limited itself by cutting off the nose and .scooping out the eyes.” That 
was all! 

Gwyuplaine, scared and liaggard, stood at the top of the steps, 
trembling in every limb. He shuddered from head to foot. He tried 
to remember what crime he had committed. To the silence of the 
wapentake had succeeded the vision of tortm’e to be endured. It was a 
step, indeed, forward; but a tragic one. He saw the dark enigma of 
the law under the power of which he felt himself increasing in obscurity. 

The human form lying on the earth rattled in its thioat again. 

Gwynplaine felt some one touching him gently on his shoulder. 

It was the wapentake. 

Gwynplaine knew that meant that he was to descend. 

He obeyeii 

He descended the stairs step by step. They were very narrow, each 
eight or nine inches in height. There was no hand-rail. The descent 
required caution. Two steps behind Gwynplaine followed the wapen- 
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take, holding up his iron weapon; and at the same interval behind the 
wapentake, the justice of the quorum. 

As he descended the steps, G-wynplaine felt an indescribable extinc- 
tion of hope. There was death in each step. In each one that he 
descended there died a ray of the light within him. Growing paler and 
paler, he reached the bottoiii of the stairs. 

The spectre lying chained to the four piUare still rattled in its 
throat. 

A voice in the shadow said : 

“ Approach 1 ” 

It was the sheriff addressing Gwyiiplaine. 

Gwynplaine took a step foiwai-d. 

“ Closer,® said the sheiiff. 

The justice of the quomm murmured in the ear of Gwynplaine so 
gravely that there was solemnity in the whisper : 

“ You are before the sheriff of the county of SiuTey.” 

( rwynplaine advanced towai*ds the victim extended in the centre of 
the cell. The wa 2 ) 0 utake and the justice of the quoiiim remained where 
they Avere, allowing Gw}’ni)laino to advance alone. 

When Gwynplaine reax'hed the sjAot unde]’ the i)oi’ch, closer to that 
miserable thing whh'h he had hitherio perc.eivc»l only from a distance, 
but Avhich was a living man, his fear }-ose to tciTor. The man who was 
chained there was quite naked, except for that rag so hideously modest, 
which might be called the viiieleaf of i>unishnient, the sucrinffulum of 
the Itomans, and the clinsfipaintns of the Goths, of which the old Gallic, 
jai'gou made (ripuffite. Chiist AVim; but that shred on the ci’oss. 

The teiTor-strickeu sufferer whom Gwyni)laine now saw, seemed a 
mail of about fifty or sixty years of age. He was bald. Grizzly hub's 
of beard bristled on his chin. His eyes were close<l; his mouth open. 
Ea'ci'}' tooth was to be seen, llis thin and bony face was like a death’s- 
head. His anus and legs were fastened by chains to the four stone 
pillars in the shape of the letter X. He had on his breast and belly a 
plate of iron, and on this iron five or six lai'ge stones wore laid. His 
rattle was at times a sigh, at times a roar. 

The sheriff, still Imhliiig his bunch of roses, took from tlie table 
with the hand which was free, his white wand, and standing up said ; 

“ Obedience to her majesty.® 

Then he replaced the Avaud upon the table. 

Then in words long-drawn as a knell, without a gesture, and im- 
movable as the sufferer, the sheriff, raising his voice, said : 

“ Man, who liest here bound in chains, listen for the last time to the 
voice of justice ; you have been taken from your dungeon and brought 
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to this jaiL Legally summoned in the usual fonns, formaliis verUs 
pressus ; not regarding lectures and communications which have been 
made, and which will now be repeated, to you ; inspired by a bad and 
perverse spirit of tenacity, you have preserved silence, and refused to 
answer the judge. This is a detesteble license, which constitutes, 
among deeds punishable by cashlit, the crime and misdemeanor of 
overseness.” 

The sergeant of the coif on the right of the sherifE interrupted him, 
and said, with an indifference indescribably lugubrious in its effect : 

“ Overhernessa. Laws of Alfred and of Godrun, chapter the sixth.” 

The sheriff resumed : 

“ The law is respected by all except by scomidrels who infest the 
woods where the hinds bear young.” 

Like one clock striking after another, the sergeant said : 

“ Qui facimt vastum in foresfa ubi damoi soknt founinarc.” 

“ He who refuses to answer the magisti-ate,” said the sheriff, “ is 
suspected of every vice. He is reputed capable of every evil.” 

The sergeant interposed : 

“ Prodigus, devorator, profnsus, salax, ruffianns, ehnonun, liunnosnn, 
simulator, consumptor patrimonii, elluo, amhro, H glatoP 

“ Every vice,” said the sheriff, “ means every crime. He who con- 
fesses nothing, confesses everything. He who holds his peace before 
the questions of the judge, is in fact a liar and a pamiride.” 

“ Mendax et parricida,” said the sergeant. 

The sheriff said : 

“ Man, it is not permitted to absent one’s self by silence. To pre- 
tend contumaciousness is a wound given to the law. It is like Diomede 
wounding a goddess. Taciturnity before a judge is a foim of I’ebellion. 
Treason to justice is high treason. Nothing is more hateful or rash. He 
who resists interrogation, steals truth. The law has provided for this. 
For such cases, the English have always enjoyed the right of the foss, 
the fork, and chains.” 

“ AngUca Charta, year 1088 ,” said the sergeant. 

Then with the same mechanical gravity, he added : 

“ Ferrum, et fossam, et /ureas cum aim UhertatilmsP 

The sheriff continued : 

“Man! Forasmiich as you have not chosen to break silence, 
though of sound mind and having full knowledge in respect of the sub- 
ject concerning which justice demands an answer, and forasmuch as you 
are diabolically refractory, you have necessarily been put to torture, 
and you have i^n, by the terms of the criminal statutes, tried by the 
* Peine forte et dure.' This is what has been done to you, for the law 
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requires that I should fully inform you. You have been brought to 
this dungeon. You have been stripped of your clothes. You have 
been laid on your back naked on the ground, your limbs have been 
stretched and tied to the four pillars of the law ; a sheet of iron has 
been placed on your chest, and as many stones as you can bear have 
been heaped on your belly, * and more,’ says the law.” 

^^Phisque^ afGirmed the sergeant. 

The shcrifiE continued : 

‘‘In this situation, and before prolonging the torture, a second 
summons to answer and to speak has been made you by me, sheriif of 
the county of Surrey, and you have satanically kept silent, thougli 
under torture, chains, shackles, fetters, and irons.” 

^^Attachiamenta li^galia^ said the sergeant. 

“ On your refusal and contumacy,” said the sheriff, “ it being right 
that the obstinacy of the law should equal the obstinacy of the crim- 
inal, tlie i^roof has been continued according to the edicts and texts. 
The first day you were given nothing to eat or drink.” 

“i/oc viit superjejunare^ said the sergeant. 

There was silence, the awful hiss of a man’s breathing was heard 
from under the heap of stones. 

The sergeant-at-law completed liis (luotation. 

augmentiim ahstinentiee cihorum diminuiiane. Consuetudo hrit~ 
fnmra, art. 504.” 

The two men, the sheriff and the sergeant, alternated. Nothing 
could be more (h*eary than their imperturbable monotony. The mourn- 
ful voice responded to the ominous voice ; it might be said that the 
priest and the dea(5on of punishment were celebrating the savage mass 
of the law. 

The sheriff resumed : 

“On the first day you were given nothing to eat or diink. On 
the second day you were given food, but nothing to drink. Between 
your teeth were thimst three mouthfuls of barley bread. On the third 
day they gave you to drink, but nothing to eat. They poured into your 
mouth at three different times, and in three different glasses, a pint of 
water taken from the common sewer of the prison. The fourth day is 
come. It is to-day. Now, if you do not answer, you will be left here 
till you die. Justice wiUs it.” 

The sergeant, ready with his reply, appeared. 

*‘^Mors rei homagium eat honm Jegi.^ 

“ And while you feel yourself dying miserably,” resumed the sheriff, 
^‘no one will attend to you, even when the blood rushes from your 
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throat, your chin, and your armpits, and every pore, from the mouth to 
the loins.” 

“.4 throttthoUa^ said the sergeant, “ etpahus rt suhhircis ct a grUffnn 
usque ad crupponum.” 

The sheriff continued : 

“ Man, attend to me, because the consequences concern you. If you 
renounce your execrable silence, and if you confess, you will only be 
hanged, and you will have a right to the meldefeoh, which is a sum of 
money.” 

Damnum eonfitens,” said the sergeant, “ lialmit le meldefeoh. Leges 
Ime, chapter the twentieth.” 

“ Which sum,” insisted the sheriff, “ shall be paid in doitkins, sus- 
kins, and galihalpens, the only case in which this money is to pass, 
according to the terms of the statute of abolition, in the third of Heiuy 
V., and you will have the right and enjoyment of sexnrium ante mortem, 
and then be hanged on the gibbet. Such aie the advautages of confes- 
sion. Does it please you to answer to justice ? * 

The sheriff ceased, and waited. 

The prisoner lay motionless. 

The sheriff resumed : 

“Man, silence is a refuge in which there is more risk than safety. 
The obstinate man is damnable and vicious. He who is silent before 
justice is a felon to the crown. Do not persist in this unfilial disobe- 
dience. Think of her Majesty. Do not oppose our gi’acious (lueen. 
When I speak to you, answer her; be a loyal subject. 

The patient rattled in the throat. 

The sheriff continued : 

“ So, after the seventy-two hours of the j>roof, here we are at the 
fourth day. Man, this is the decisive day. The fourth day has been 
fixed by the law for the confrontation.” 

“ Quarta die, frontem ad frontem adduce,” growled the sergeant. 

“ The wisdom of the law,” continued the sheriff, “ has chosen tliis 
last hour to hold what our ancestor called ‘judgment by mortal cold,’ 
seeing that it is the moment when men are Ijelieved on their yes or 
their no.” 

The sergeant on the right confirmed his words. 

“ Judicium pro frodmortell, quod homines credendi sint per smm ya 
et per suum no. Charter of King Adelstau, volume the first, page one 
hundred and sixty-three.” 

There was a moment’s pause ; then the sheriff bent his stem face 
towards the prisoner. 

“Man, who art lying there on the ground ” 
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Ho paused. 

“ Man,” he cried, “ do you hear me ? ” 

The man did not move. 

' “ In the name of the law,” said the sheriff, “ oi)en your eye.s.” 

The man’s lids remained closed. 

The sheiiff turned to the doctor, who was standing on his left ; 

“ Doctor, give your diagiiosth?.” 

“Prohfi, (la dinffnosticum,” said the sergeant. 

Tlie doctor came <lown with magisterial stiffness, approached the 
man, leaned over him, put his eoi* close to the mouth of the sufferer, felt 
the pulse at the wrist, the aimpit, and the thigh, then rose again. 

“ Well ? ” said the sheriff. 

“ He cau still hear,” said the doctor. 

“ Can ho see ? ” iu<juii’ed the sheriff. 

The doctor answered, “ He can see.” 

On a sig}i from the sheriff, the justice of the quorum and the 
wapentake advanced. The wapentake placed himself near the head of 
the patient. The justi(*<i of the quonim stood behind G-wynplaine. 

The doctor retired a step behind the pillars. 

Then the sheriff, raising the bunch of roses as a priest about to 
spnnkle holy water, call(*d to the piisoner in a loud voice, and became 
awful. 

“ O, wi’etched man, spcjik ! The law supplicates before she exter- 
minates you. You, who feign to be mute, remember how mute is the 
tomb. You, who api>ear deaf, remember that damnation is more deaf. 
Think of the death which is worse than your present state. Repent : you 
are about to be left alone hi this coll. Listen ! you who are my like- 
ness ; for I am a man ! Listen, my brother, because I am a Christian ! 
Listen, my sou, because I am an old man ! Look at me ; for I am the 
master of youi* sufferings, and I am about to become tenible. The 
teiTOi*s of the law make up the majesty of the judge. Believe, that I 
myself tremble before myself. My owu power alarms me. Do not drive 
me to extremities. I am filled by the holy malice of chastisement. 
Feel, then, wiotched man, the salutaiy and honest fear of justice, and 
obey me. The hour of confrontation is come, and you must answer. 
Do not harden yourself in j’esistance. Do npt that which will be iirev- 
oeable. Think that your end belongs to me. , Half man, half corpse, 
hsteu ! At least, let it not be your determination to expire here, ex- 
hausted for hours, days, and weeks, by frightful agonies of hunger and 
foulness, under the weight of those stones, alone in this cell, deserted, 
forgotten, annihilated, left as food for the rats and the weasels, gnawed 
by creatures of darkness while the world comes and goes, buys and 
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sells, ■whilst carriages roll in the streets above your head. Unless you 
■would continue to draw painful breath without remission in the depths 
of this despair — ^grinding your teeth, weeping, blaspheming, — without 
a doctor to appease the anguish of your wounds, without a priest to 
oflEer a divine di'aught of water to your soul. Oh ! if only that you may 
not feel the frightful froth of the sepulchre ooze slowly from yom lips, 
I adjure and conjure you to hear me. I call you to your own aid. 
Have pity on yourself. Do what is asked of you. Oive way to justice. 
Open your eyes, and see if you recognize this man ! ” 

The prisoner neither turned his head nor lifted his eyelids. 

The sheriff cast a glance first at the justice of the <][uorum and then 
at the wapentake. 

The justice of the tiuorum, taking Gwyuplaine’s hat and mantle, 
put his hands on his shoulders and placed him in the light by the side 
of the chained man. The face of Owynplaine stood tmt cleaily from 
the surrounding shadow, in its strange relief. 

At the same time, the wapentake bent do^wu, took the man’s 
temples between his hands, turned the inert head towards Owj’uplaine, 
and ■with his thumbs and his first fingers lifted the closed eyelids. 

The prisoner saw Owynplaine. 

Then, raising his- head voluntarily, and opening his eyes ■wide, he 
looked at him. 

He quivered as much as a man can quiver with a mountain on his 
breast, and then cried out : 

“’Tishe! Yes; ’tishe!” 

And he burst into a horrible laugh. 

“ ’Tis he 1 ” he repeated. 

Then his head fell back on the ground, and he closed Ills eyes 
again. 

“ Begistrar, take that do’wn,” said the justice. 

Owynplaine, though terrified, had, up to that moment, preserved a 
calm exterior. The cry of the prisoner, “ 'Tis he !" overwhelmed him 
completely. The words, “ Begistrar, take that down ! ” froze him. It 
seemed to him that a scoundrel had dragged him to his fate 'without his 
being able to guess why, and that the man’s unintelligible confession 
was closing round him like the clasp of an iron collar. He fancied 
himself side by side "with him in the posts of the same pillory. Owyn- 
plaine lost his footing in his terror, and protested. He began to 
stammer incoherent words in the deep distress of an innocent man, and 
quivering, terrified, lost, uttered the first random outcries that rose to 
his mind, and words of agony like aimless projectiles. 

“ It is not true. It was not me. I do not know the man. He 
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cannot know me, since I do not know him. I have my part to play this 
evening. What do you want of me ? I demand my liberty. Nor is 
that alL Wliy have I been brought into this dungeon? Are them 
laws no longer f You may as Avell say at once that there are no laws, 


I 







My Lord Judge, 1 repeat that it is not 1. I am innocent of all that 
can be said. I know I am. I wish to go away. This is not justice. 
Them is nothing between this man and me. You can find out. My 
life is not hidden up. They came and took me away like a thief. Why 
did they come like that ? How coidd I know the man f I am a travel- 
ing mountebank, who plays farces at fairt and markets. I am the 



100 


THE MAN WHO LAUGHS. 


Laughing Man. Plenty of people have been to see me. We ai’e stay- 
ing in Tarrinzeau Field. I have been eaimiug an honest livelihood these 
fifteen years. I am five-and-twenty. I lodge at the Tadcaster Iim. I 
am called Gwynplaine. My loi'd, let me out. You should not .take 
advantage of the low estate of the unfortunate. Have compassion on a 
man who has done no harm, who is without protection, and without 
defense. You have before you a poor mountebank.” 

I have before me,” said the sheriff, “ Lord Fennain Clancharlie, 
Baron Clancharlie and Hunkerville, Marquis of Corleone in Sicily, and 
a peer of England.” 

Bising, and offering his chair to (rwynplaine, the sheiiff added : 

My lord, will your lordshij) deign to seat yourself t ” 




BOOK V 

THE SEA AHD FATE ARE MOVED BY THE 

SAME liREATH 



CHAPTER 1 


THE DURABILITY OF FUAOILE THINGS 


|ESTINY sometimes proffers ns .1 glass of madness 
to diiiik. A hand is thrust out of the mist, and 
suddenly hands us the mysteidous cup in Yrhieh 
is contained the latent intoxication. 

(rwynplaine did not understand. 

Ho looked behind him to see whom it was 
who had been addressed. 

A sound may be too sliaii) to be perceptible 
to the (?ar; an emotion too acute conveys no 
meaning to the mind. There is a limit to com- 
prehension as well as to hearing. 

The wapentake and the justice of the quorum approached (iwyn- 
plaine, and took him by the arms. He felt himself placed in the chair 
wMch the sheriff had just vacated. He let it be done, without seeking 
an explanation. 

When Glwynplaine was seated, the justice of the quonim and the 
wapentake retired a few steps, and stood upright and motionless, behind 
the seat. 


lot 
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Then the sheriff placed his bunch of roses on the stone table, put 
on sx>ectacles which the secretary gave him, drew from the bimdles of 
papers which covered the table a sheet of parchment, yellow, green, 
tom, and jagged in places, which seemed to have been folded in very 
small folds, and of which one side was covered with writing ; standing 
under the light of the lamp, he held the sheet close to his eyes, and in 
his most solemn tone read as follows : 

“ In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

“ This present day, the twenty-ninth of January, one thousand six 
hundred and ninetieth year of Oui* Lord. 

“ Has been wickedly deserted on the desert coast of Portland, with 
the intention of allowing him to perish of hunger, of cold, and of soli- 
tude, a child ten years old. 

“ That child was sold at the ago of two years, by order of his most 
gracious majesty, King James the Second. 

“ That child is Lord Fermain Clancharlie, the only legitimate son 
of Lord Linnaeus Clancharlie, Baron Clancharlie and Hunkerville, Mar- 
quis of Corleone in Sicily, a Peer of England, and of Ann Bradshaw, 
his wife, both deceased. That child is the inheritor of the estates and 
titles of his father. For this reason he was sold, mutilate<l, disfigui‘ed, 
and put out of the way by desire of his most gi-acious majesty. 

“ That child was brought up, and trained to bo a mountebank at 
markets and fairs. 

“ He was sold at the age of two, after the death of the peer, his 
father, and ten pounds sterling were given to the king as Iris purchase- 
money, as well as for divers concessions, tolerations, and immunities. 

“ Lord Fermain Clancharlie, at the age of two years was bought by 
me, the undersigned, who write these lines, and mutilated and disfigured 
by a Fleming of Flaodif^, called Hardquanonne, who alone is acquainted 
with the secrets and modes of treatment of Doctor Conquest. 

was destined by us to be a laughing mask, masca ridms. 
.,-r**With this intention Hardquanonne 2)erformed on him the opera- 
tion, .Sttem fissa usque ad aures, which stamps an everlasting laugh 
updh the face. ' 

“ The child, by means known only to Hai-dquanonne, was put to 
sleep and made insensible during its performance, knowing nothing of 
the' operation which he underwent. 

“ He does not know that he is Lord Clancharlie. 

“ He answers to the name of Gwynplaine. 

“This fact is the result of his youth, and the slight powers of 
memory he could have had, when he was bought and sold, being then 
barely two years old. 
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“ Hardquanonue is the only person who knows how to perform the 
operation Bucca fissa, and the said child is the only living subject upon 
which it has been essayed. 

“ The operation is so unique and singular, that though after long 
years this child should have come to be an old man instead of a child, 
and his black locks should have turned white, he would be immediately 
recognized by Hardquanonne. 

“ At the time that T am writing this, Hardquanonne, who has per- 
fect knowledge of all the facts, and participated as principal therein, is 
detained in the prisons of his highness the Prince of Orange, commonly 
called King William 111. Haidquanonne was apprehended and seized 
as being one of the band of Comprachicos or Cheylas. He is impiisoned 
in the dungeon of CJhatham. 

“ It was in Switzerland, noai* the Lake of Geneva, between Lausanne 
and Tevey, in the veiy house in which his father and mother died, 
that the child was, in obedience with the oi-ders of the king, sold and 
given up by the last servant of the deceased Lord Linnseus, which 
servant died soon after his master, so that this secret and delicate 
matter is now unknown to any one on earth, excepting Hai*dquanonne, 
who is in the dungeon of Chatham, and ourselves, now about to perish. 

“We, the undersigned, brought up and kept, for eight years, for 
iwofessional purposes the little lord bought by us of the king. 

“ To-day, flying from England to avoid Hardquanonne’s LU-fortmie, 
our fear of the penal indictments, i)rohibitions, and fulminations of 
parliament has induced us to desert, at night-fall, on the coast of Poi’t- 
land, the said child Gwynplaine, who is Lord Feimain Claneharlie. 

“ Now, we have sworn secrecy to the king, but not to God. 

“ To-night, at sea, overtaken by a violent tempest by the will of 
Providence, full of despair and distress, kneeling before Him who could 
save our lives, and may, perhaps, be willing to save our souls, having 
nothing more to hope from men, but everything to fear from God, 
having for only anchor and resource repentance of our bad actions, re- 
signed to death, and content if Divine justice be satisfled, humble, 
penitent, and beating our breasts, we make this declaration, and con- 
fide and deliver it to the fuiious ocean to use as it best may according 
to the will of God. And may the Holy Virgin aid us. Amen. And we 
attach our signatures.” 

The sheriff interrupted, saying: 

“ Here are the signatures. All in different handwritings.” 

And he resumed : 

“ Doctor Gernardus Geestemuude. — ^Asuncion. — ^A cross, and at the 
side of it, Barbara Fermoy, from Tyrryf Isle, in the Hebrides; — Gaoz- 
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dorra^ Captain; — Giangirate; — Jacques Quartourze, alias le Narbou- 
nais ; — Luc-Pieii’e Capgaroupe, from the galleys of Mahon.” 

The sheriif , after a pause, resumed : 

“A note written in the same hand as the text and the first sig- 
nature.” 

And he read : 

“ Of the three men comprising the crew, the skipper having been 
swept off by a wave, there remain but two, and we have signed, Oal- 
deaznn ; — Ave Maria, Thief.” 

The sheriff, interspersing his reading with his own observations, 
continued • 

“ At the bottom of the sheet is wiitten : 

“ ‘ At sea, on board of the Matiitina, Biscay hooker, from the (iulf 
de Pasages.’ 

“ This sheet,” added the sheriff, “ is a legal document, l)eariug the 
mark of King James the Second. On the margin of the declaration, 
and in the same handwriting, there is this note : 

“ ‘ The present declaration is written by ns on the back i»f the royal 
order, which was given us as our receij^t when we bought the child. 
Turn the leaf and the order will be seen.’” 

The sheriff turned the parchment, and raised it in his I'ight hand, 
to expose it to the light. 

A blank page was seen, if the woi’d blank can be api>lie«l to a thing 
so mouldy, and in the middle of the page three woi’ds wei-e written, two 
Latin words, Jiism regis, and a sigBafaiMre, Jefferies. 

“ Jussu regis, Jefferies,” said the sheriff, jwissing from a gi-ave voice 
to a clear one. 

Owynplaine was as a man on whoso lu'ad a tile falls from the 
palace of dreams. 

-Se began to speak, like one who speaks unconsciously : 

“Gemardus, yes, the doctor. An old, sad-lookiug man. I was 
afraid of him. Gaizdorra, Captain, that means chief. There were 
women, Asuncion, and the other. And then the Proveu^aL His name 
was Capgaroupe. He used to drink out of a fiat bottle on which there 
was a name Written in red.” 

“ Behold it,” said the sheriff. 

He placed on the table something which the secretary had just 
taken out of the bag.' 

It was a gourd, with handles like ears, covered with wicker. This 
bottle had evidently seen service, and had sojourned in the water. 
Shells and sea-weed adhered to it. It was encrusted and damascened 
over with the rui^ of ocean. There was a ring of tar round its neck, 
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showing that it had been hermetically sealed. Now it was unsealed 
and open. They had, however, replaced in the flask, a soi't of bung 
made of tarred oakum, which had been used to cork it. 

It was in this bottle,” said the sheriff, “ that the men about to 
perish placed the declaration which I have just I'ead. This message 
addressed to justice has been faithfully delivered by the sea.” 

The sheriff increased the majesty of his tones, and continued : 

“In the same way that HaiTOW Hill produces excellent wheat, 
which is tumed into fine flom* for the royal table, so the sea render's 
evei-y service in its power to England, and when a nobleman is lost 
finds, and restores hun.” 

Then he resumed : 

“ On this flask, as you say, there is a name written in red.” 

He raised his voice, turning to the motionless prisoner : 

“ Your name, malefactor, is hero. Such aro the hidden channels by 
which truth, swallowed up in the gulf of human actions, floats to the 
suriace.” 

The sheriff took the gourd, and turned to the hght one of its sides, 
which had, no doubt, been cleaned for the ends of justice. Between the 
interstices of wicker was a narrow line of red reed, blackened hero and 
there by the action of water and of time. 

The reed, notwithstanding some breakages, traced distinctly in the 
wicker-work thes<^ twelve letters — ^Hordquauonne. 

Then the sheriff, resuming that monotonous tone of voice which 
resembles nothing else, and which may be teiined a judicial accent, 
tui'iied towards the sufferer. 

Hardquaiioune ! when by us, the shei'iff, this bottle, on which is 
your name, was for the first time shown, exhibited, and presented to 
you, you at once, and willingly, recognized it as having belonged to 
you. Then, the parchment being read to you which was contained, 
folded and enclosed w'ithiu it, you would say no more ; and in the hoi)e, 
doubtless, that the lost child would never be recovered, and that you 
would escape punishment, you refused to answer. As the result of 
your refusal, you have had applied to you the peine forte et dure ; and 
the second roading of the said parchment, on which is written the 
declaration and confession of your accomplices, was made to you — ^but 
in vain. 

“ This is the fourth day, and that which is legally set apart for the 
confrontation, and he who was deserted on the twenty-ninth of Janu- 
ary, one thousand six hundred and ninety, having been brought into 
your presence, your devilish hope has vanished, you have broken 
silence, and rocognized your victim.” 
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The prisoner opened his eyes, lifted his head, and, with a voice 
strangely resonant of agony, but which had still an indescribable calm 
mingled with its hoarseness, pronounced in excruciating accents from 
under the mass of stones, words, to pronounce each of which he had to 
lift that which was like the slab of a tomb placed upon him. He spoke : 

“I swore to keep the secret. I have kept it os long as I could. 
Men of dark lives are faithful, and hell has its honor. Now silence is 
useless. So be it! For this reason I speak. Well — ^yes; ’tis he! We 
did it between us — ^the king and I! The king, by his will; I, by my 
art!” 

And looking at Gwynplaine : 

“Now laugh forever ! ” 

And he himself began to laugh. 

This second laugh, wilder yet than the first, might have been taken 
for a sob. 

The laugh ceased, and the man lay back. His eyelids closed. 

The sheriff, who had allowed the prisoner to si>eak, resumed : 

“ AH which is placed on record.” 

He gave the secretary time to write, and then said : 

“ Hardquanonne, by the terms of the law, after confrontation fol- 
lowed by identification ; after the third reading of the declarations of 
your accomplices, since confiimcd by your recognition and confession, 
and after your renewed avowal, you are about to be relievtnl frem these 
irons, and placed at the good pleasure of her majesty to be hung as 
plagiary^ 

“Plagiary,” said the soi’geaut of the coif. “ That is to say, a buyer 
and seller of children. Law of the Visigoths, seventh book, third sei*- 
tion, paragraph TJsurpaverit, and Salic law, section the forty-first, para- 
graph the second, and law of the Fiisons, section the twenty-firat. Be 
Plagio; and Alexander Nequam says: 

“ ‘ Qtiipueros rendis, plagiarius est tihi mmcn.^” 

The sheriff placed the parchment on the table, laid down his spec- 
tacles, took up the nosegay, and said : 

“ End of la pdne forte et dure. Hardquanonne, thank her majesty.” 

By a sign, the justice of the quorum set in motion the man dressed 
in leather. 

This •man, who waa the executioner’s assistant, “ groom of the gib- 
bet,” the old chartere call him, went to the prisoner, took off the stones, 
one by one, from his chest, and lifted the plate of iron up, exposing the 
wretch’s crushed sides. Then he fi'eed his wi’ists and ankle-bones from 
the four chains that fastened him to the pillars. 

The prisoner, released alike from stones and chains, lay flat on 
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the ground, his eyes closed, liis arms and legs apart, like a crucified man 
taken down from a cross. 

“ Hardquanonne,” said the sheriff, “ arise 1 ” 

The prisoner did not move. 



The groom of the gibbet took up a hand and let it go ; the hand 
fell back. The other hand, being raised, fell back likewise. 

The groom of the gibbet seized one foot and then the other, and the 
heels feel back on the ground. 

The fingers remained inert, and the toes motionless. The naked 
feet of an extended corpse seem, as it were, b bristle. 
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The doctor approached, and drawing from the pocket of his robe a 
little mirror of steel, put it to the open mouth of Hardquanonne. Then 
with his fingers he opened the eyelids. They did not close again. The 
glassy eyeballs remained fixed. 

llie doctor rose up and said : 

“ He is dead.” 

And he added: 

“ He laughed ; that killed him.” 

“ ’Tis of little consequence,” said the sheriff. “After confession, life 
or death is a mere formality.” 

Then, pointing to Hardquanonne by a gestm'e with the nosegay of 
roses, the sheriff gave the order to the wapentake : 

“ A corpse to be carried away to-night.” 

The wapentake acquiesced by a nod. 

And the sheriff added : 

“ The cemetery of the jail is opposite.” 

The wapentake nodded again. 

The sheriff, holding in his left hand the nosegay and in his right 
the white wand, placed himself opposite Clwynplaine, who was still 
seated, and made him a low bow ; then assuming another solemn atti- 
tude, he turned his head over his shoulder and looking Gwyuplaine in 
the face, said : 

“ To you here present, we, Philip Denzill Parsons, knight, sheriff 
of the coimty of Surrey, assisted by Aubrey Dominick, Esq., our clei-k 
and registrar, and by our usual officers, duly provided by the direct and 
special commands of her majesty, in virtue of our commission, and the 
rights and duties of our charge, and with authority from the Lord 
Chancellor of England, the affidavits having been drawn up and re- 
corded, regard being had to the documents communicated by the 
Admiralty, after verification of attestations and signatures, after dec- 
larations read and heard, after confrontation made, all the statements 
and legal information having been completed, exhausted, and brought 
to a good and just issue, we signify and declai'e to you, in order that right 
may be done, that you are Fermain Clancharlie, Baron Olancharlie and 
Hunkerville, Marquis de Corleone in Sicily, and a peer of England ; and 
€k)d keep your lordship.” 

And he bowed to hkn. 

The sergeant on the right, the doctor, the justice of the quorum, 
the wapentake, the secretary, all the attendants except the executioner, 
repeated his i^utation still more respectfully, and bowed to the ground 
before Gwynplaine. 

“ Ah ! ” said Ghrynplaine ; “ awake me ! ” 
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And he stood up, pale as death. 

“ I come to awake you mdeed,** said a voice which had nut yet been 
heard. 

A man came out from behind the pillars. As no one had entered 



the cell since the sheet of iron had given passage to the cortege of 
police, it was clear that this man had been there in the shadow before 
Gwyiiplaine had entered, that ho had a regular ri ,'ht of attendance, and 
had been present by appointment and mission, ^he man was fat and 
pursy, and wore a court wig and a traveling cloal( ■ 

He was rather old than young, and veiy precise. 
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He saluted Gwynplaine with ease and respect — ^with the ease of a 
gentleman-in-waiting, and without the awkwardness of a judge. 

‘‘ Yes,” he said ; “ I have come to awaken you. For twenty-five 
years you have slept. You have been dreaming. It is time to awake. 
You believe yourself to be Gwynplaine ; you are Clancharlie. You be- 
lieve yourself to be one of the people ; you belong to the peerage. You 
believe yourself to be of the lowest rank ; you are of the highest. You 
believe yourself a player ; you are a senator. You believe yourself 
poor ; you are wealthy. You believe yourself to be of no account ; you 
ai-e important. Awake, my lord ! ” 

Gwynplaine, in a low voice, in which a tremor of fear was to be 
distinguished, murmured : 

What does it all mean f ” 

“ It means, my lord,” said the fat man, “ that I am called Barkil- 
phedro ; that I am an oflScer of the Admiralty ; that this waif, the fiask 
of Hardquanonne, was found on the beach, and was brought to be 
unsealed by me, according to the duty and prerogative of my office; 
that I opened it in the presence of two sworn jurors of the Jetsam Office, 
both members of parliament, William Blathwait, for the city of Bath, 
and Thomas Jervois, for Southampton ; that the two jurors deciphere<l 
and attested the contents of the flask, and signed the necessaiy affidavit 
conjointly with me; that I made my report to her majesty, and by order 
of the queen all necessary and legal formalities were carried out with 
the discretion necessary in a matter so delicate ; that the last form, the 
confrontation, has just been carried out ; that you have 40,000t a year ; 
that you are a peer of the United Kingdom of Great Britain, a legis- 
lator and a judge, a supreme judge, a sovereign legislator, dressed in 
pui 3 )le and ermine, equal to princes, like unto emperors ; that you have 
on your brow the coronet of a peer, and that you are about to wed a 
duchess, the daughter of a king.” 

Under this transfiguration, overwhelming him like a series of 
thunder-bolts, Gwynplaine fainted. 



CHAPTER II 


THE WAIF KNOWS ITS OWN OOUBSE 


LL this had occHiTed owing to the circumstance of a soldier 
having found a hottle on the beach. 

Wo will relate the facts. 

In aU. facts thei-e are wheels within wheels. 

( )ne day one of the four gunners composing the gamson of Calshor 
Castle jneked up on the sand at low* water a flask covered with wicker, 
which had been cast up by the ti«lc. This flask, covered with mould, 
WMs corked by a taired bimg. The soldier earned the waif to the colo- 
nel of the castle, and the colonel sent it to the High Admiral of Eng- 
land. The Admu-al meant the Admiralty ; with waifs, the Admiralty 
meant Bai’kilphedro. 

Barkilphedi’o, having uncorked and emptied the bottle, carried it to 
the queen. The queen immediately took the matter into consideration. 

Two weighty counselora were instnicted and consulted; viz., the 
Lord Chancellor, who is by law the guardian of the king’s conscience, 
and the Lord Marshtd, who is referee in Heraldry and in the pedigi*ees 
of the nobility. Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk, a Catholic peer, 
who is hereditary Earl Marshal of England, hud sent word by his deputy 
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Eai‘l Marshal, Henry Howard, Earl Bindou, that he would agree with 
the Lord Chancellor. The Lord Chancellor was William Cowper. We 
must not confouud this chancellor with his namesake and contcmporaiy 
William Cowper, the anatomist and commentator on Bidloo, who pub- 
lished a treatise on muscles, in England, at the very time that Etiemie 
Abeille published a history of bones, in France. A surgeon is a very 
different thing from a lord. Lord William Cowper is celebrated for 
having, with reference to the affair of Talbot Yelvei-ton, Viscount Lon- 
gueviUe, propounded this opinion : That in the English constitution, the 
restoration of a peer is more important than the restoration of a king. 
The flask found at Calshor liad awakened his interest at the highest 
degree. The author of a maxim delights in opportunities to which it 
may be applied. Here was a case of the restoration of a peer. Search 
was made. Gwynplaine, by the insciiption over his door, was soon 
found. Neither was Hardquauoune dead. A prison rots a man, but 
preserves him: if to keeji is to j)reserve. People placed in Bastiles 
were rarely removed. There is little more change in the dungeon than 
in the tomb. Hardquanonne was still in the prison at Chatham. They 
had only to put their hands on him. He was transferred from Chatham 
to London. In the meantime, information was sought in Switzerland. 
The facts were found to be <'orrect. They obtained from the local 
archives at Vevey, at Lausanne, the certificate of Lord Linnwus’ mar- 
riage in exile, the certificate of his child’s birth, the certificate of the 
decease of the father and mother; and they had duplicates, duly authen- 
ticated, made to answer all necessary requirements. 

AU this was done with the most rigid secrecy, with what is called 
royal promptitude, and with thsit mole-like silence recommended and 
pi'acticcd by Bacon, and later on made law by Blackstone, for affaii's 
connected with the Chancellorship and the State, and in matters tenned 
parliamentary. The jumi regis and the signature Jefferies were authen- 
ticated. To those who have studied pathologically the cases of caprice 
••called “our good wiU and pleasui’e,” this jussu regis is very simple. 
Why should James II., whose credit required the concealment of such 
acts, have allowed that to be written which endangeml their success ? 
The answer is, cynicism — ^haughty indifference. Oh ! you believe that 
efl&»ntery is confined to abandoned women? The raison (Petat is 
equally abandoned. Et se^cupU ante videri To commit a crime and 
emblainn it, — ^there is the sum total of history. The king tattooes him- 
self like the convict. Often when it would be to a man’s greatest advan- 
tage to escape from the hands of the police, or the records of history, he 
would seem to regret the escape, so great is the love of notoriety. Look 
at my arm ! Observe the design ! I am Lacenairo ! See, a temple of 
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love and a burning heart pierced through with an arrow I Jussu regis. 
It is I, James the Second. A man commits a bad action, and places liis 
mark upon it. To fill up the measure of crime by effrontery, to 
denounce himself, to cling to his misdeeds, is the insolent bravado of 
the criminal. Christina seized Monaldeschi, had him confessed and 
assassinated, and said : 

“I am the Queen of Sweden, in the {)alace of the King of 
France.’’ 

There is the tyrant who conceals himself, like Tiberius ; and the 
tyrant who displays himself, like Philip II. One has the attributes of 
the scorpion, the other those rather of the leopard. James II. was of 
this latter variety. Ho had, we know, a gay and open countenance, 
differing so far from Philip. Philip was sullen; James jovial. Both 
were equally ferocious. James II. was an easy-minded tiger; like 
Philip II., his crimes lay light upon his conscience. He was a monster 
by the grace of God. Therefore he had nothing to dissimulate nor to 
extenuate, and his assassinations were by divine right. He, too, would 
not have minded leaving behind him those archives of Simancas, with 
all his misdeeds dated, classified, labeled, and put in order, each in its 
compartmeiitj like i)oisons in the cabinet of a chemist. To set the 
sign-manual to crimes is right royal. 

Every deed done is a draft drawn on the great invisible pay- 
master. A bill had just come due with the ominous endorsement, Jussu 
regis. 

Queen Anne, in one particular unfeminine, seeing that she could 
keep a secret, demanded a confidential report of so gi'ave a matter from 
the Lord Chancellor ; one of the kind specified as “ report to the royal 
ear.” Reports of this kind have been common in all monarchies. At 
Vienna there w^as “ a counselor of the ear ” — an aulic dignitary. It 
was an ancient Carlovingian office — ^the auricularlus of the old palatine 
deeds. He who whispers to the emperor. 

William, Baron Cowper, Chancellor of England, whom the Queen 
believed in because he was short-sighted like herself, or even more so, 
had committed to writing a memorandum commencing thus : — “ Tw'o 
birds were subject to Solomon, a lapwing, the Hudbud, who could speak 
all languages, and an eagle, the Simourganka, who covered with the 
shadow of his wings a caravan of twenty thousand men. Thus, under 
another form, Providence,” etc. The Lord Chancellor proved the fact 
that the heir to a peerage had been carried -off, mutilated, and then 
restored. He did not blame James II., who was, after all, the Queen’s 
father. He even went so far as to justify him. First, there are ancient 
monarchical maxims. E senioratu erqnmus. In roturagio cadat. Sec- 
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ondly, there is a royal right of mutilation. Chamberlayne asserts the- 
fact. Corpora et horn nostrorum mhjectorum nostra sunt, said James L, 
of glorious and learned memory. The eyes of dukes of the blood royal 
have been plucked out for the good of the kingdom. Certain princes^ 
too near to the throne, have been conveniently stifled between mattresses, 
the cause of death being given out as apoplexj'. Now, to stifle is worse 
than to mutilate. The King of Tunis tore out the eyes of his father, 
Muley Assem, and his ambassadors have not been the less favorably 
received by the Emperor. Hence the king may order the suppi’ession 
of a limb like the suppression of a state, etc. It is legal. But one law 
does not destroy another. “ If a drowned man is east up by the water, 
and is not dead, it is an act of God readjusting one of the king. If the 
heir be found, let the coronet be given back to him. Thus was it done 
for Lord Alla, King of Northumberland, who was also a moimtebank. 
Thus should be done to Gwynplaine, who is also a king, seeing that he 
is a peer. The lowness of the occupation which he has been obliged to 
follow, under constraint of supeiior power, does not taimish the blazo]i; 
as in the case of Abdolmumen, who was a king, although he hud been 
a gaidener ; that of Joseph, who was a saint, although he had been a 
carpenter; that of Apollo, who was a god, althougli he had been a 
shepherd.” 

In short, the learned chancellor eoncludecl by advising the re-in- 
statement in all his estates and dignities, of Lord Feimain ('lancharlie, 
miscalled Gwynplaine, on the sole condition that he should be con- 
fronted with the ciiminal Hardquanonne, and identified by the same. 
And on this point the chancellor, as constitutional keeper of the royal 
conscience, based the royal decision. The Lord Chancellor added in a 
proscript that if Hardquanon^ refused to answer, he should bo sub- 
jected to the peine forte et dure, rmtil the period called the frodmortell, 
according to the statute of Jiing Athelstane, which orders the confron- 
tation to take place on the fourth day. In this there is a certain incon- 
venience, for if the prisoner dies on the second or tliiid day the con- 
frontation becomes difficult ; stiU the law must be obeyed. The incon- 
venience of the law makes part and parcel of it. In the mind of the 
Lord Chancellor, however, the recognition of Gwjmplaine by Haid- 
quanonne was indubitable. 

Anne, having been made aware of the deformity of Gwynplaine, 
and not wishing to wrong her sister, on whom had been bestowed the 
estates of Clancharlie, graciously decided that the Duchess Josiana 
should be espoused by the new lord, — that is to say, by Gwynplaine. 

The re-instatement of Lord Fermain Clancharlie was, moreover, a 
very simple afEair, the heir being legitimate, and in the direct line. 
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In cases of doubtful descent and of peerages in abeyance claimed 
by collaterals, the House of Lords must be consulted. T his (to go no 
further back) was done in 1782, in the case of the barony of Sydney, 
claimed by Elizabeth Perry ; in 1798, in that of the barony of Beau- 
mont, claimed by Thomas Stapleton ; in 1803, in that of the barony of 
Chandos, claimed by the Reverend Tymewell Brydges ; in 1813, in that 
of the earldom of Banbuiy, claimed by General KnoUys, etc., etc. But 
the present was no similar case. Hero there was no pi’etense for litiga- 
tion; the legitimacy was undoubted; the right clear and certain. There 
was no point to submit to the House, and the Queen, assisted by the 
Lord Chancellor, had power to recognize and admit the new peer*. 

BarkUphedro managed eveiything. 

The aflEaii', thanks to him, Avas kept so close, the secret was so her- 
metically sealed, that neither Josiana nor Lord David caught sight of 
the feai’ful abyss Avhich was being dug under them. It was easy to 
dec(‘ive Josiana, intrenched as she was behind a rampart of jmde. She 
was self-isolated. As t<i Lord David, they sent him to sea, off the coast 
of Flanders. He was going to lose his peerage, and had no suspicion 
of it. One cireunistaince is noteworthy. 

It happened that at six leagues from the anchorage of the naval 
station commanded by Loi’d David, a captain called Haly burton broke 
through the Frein^h fleet. The Earl of Pembroke, President of the 
Council, proposed that this Captain Halyburton should bo made vice- 
admiral. Anne stnick out Halybiu^tou’s name, and put Lord David 
Dirry-Moir’s in its place, that he might, Avhen no longer a peer, have the 
satisfa<'tion t)f being a vice-admiral. 

Anne Avas Avell pleased. A hideous husband for her sister, and a 
fine stej) for Lord DaA’hL Mischief and kindness combined. 

Her majesty was going to enjoy a <*omedy. Besides, she argued to 
herself that .she was rcpaii’ing an abuse of power committed by her 
august father. She Avas re-instating a member of the peerage. She was 
ac.tiug like a great queen ; she was protecting innocence according to 
the Avill of God; the Providence in its holy and impenetrable ways, etc., 
etc. It is A^ery sweet to do a just action which is disagi’eeable to those 
whom we do not like. 

To know that the future husband of her sister was deformed, suf- 
ficed the queen. In what manner GA^ynplaine was deformed, and by 
wliat kind of ugliness, Barkilphedro had not communicated to the 
queen, and Anne had not deigned to inquire. She was proudly and 
royally disdainful. Besides, what could it matter? The House of Lords 
could not but be grateful. The Lord Chancellor, its oracle, had 
approved. To restore a peer, is to restore the peerage. Royalty on 
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this occasion had shown itself a good and scrupulous guaidian of the 
privileges of the peerage. Whatever might be the face of the new lord, 
a face cannot he urged in objection to a right. Anne said all this to 
herself, or something like it, and went sti’aight to her object, an object 
at once grand, woman-like, and regal; namely, to give herself a pleasure. 

The queen was then at Windsor, a circumstance which placed a 
certain distance between the intrigues of the court and the public. 
Only such persons as were absolutely necessaiy to the plan wem in the 
secret of what was taking place. 

As to Barkilphedro, he was joyful, a circumstance which gave a 
lugubrious expression to his face. 

If there be one tbiug in the world which (jan be more hideous than 
anotheiy’tis joy. 

He had had the delight of being the fii’st to taste the contents of 
Hardquanonne’s flask. He seemed but little sm^prised, for astonish- 
ment is the attribute of a little mind. Besides, was it not all due to 
him, who had waited so long on duty at the gate of chance ? Knowing 
how to wait, he had fairly won his reward. 

This nil admirari was an expression of fac*e. At heart we may 
admit that he was very much astonished. Any one who could have 
lifted the mask with which he covered his inmost heart even before 
Gk)d, would have discovered this: that at the very time Barkilphe- 
dro had begun to feel finally convinced that it would be impossible 
—even to biin^ the intimate and most infinitesimal enemy of Josiana — 
to find a vulnerable point in her lofty life. Hence an access of savage 
animosity lurked in his mind. He had reached the paroxysm which is 
called discouragement. He was all the more furious, because depairing. 
To gnaw one’s chain ! — ^how tragic and appi'opriate the exjnession ! A 
villain gnawing at his own powerlessness ! 

Barkilphedro was perhaps just on the point of renouncing, not his 
desire to do evil to Josiana, but his hope of doing it ; not the rage, but 
the effort. But how degrading to be thus bafS^ed! To keep hate 
thenceforth in a case, like a dagger in a museum! How bitter the 
humiliation 1 

All at once to a certain goal — Chance, immense and universal, loves 
to bring such coincidences about — the flask of Hardquanonne came, 
driven from wave to wav^, into Barkilphedro’s hands. There is in the 
unknown an indescribable fealty which seems to be at the beck and call 
of evil Barkilphedro, assisted by two chance witnesses, ^sinterested 
jurors of the Admiralty, uncorked the flask, found the parchment, un- 
folded, read it. What words could express his devilish delight ! 

It is strange to think that the sea, the wind, space, the ebb and flow 
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of the tide, storms, calms, breezes, should have given themselves so 
much trouble to bestow happiness on a scoundrel. That co-operation 
had continued for fifteen years. Mysterious efforts! During fifteen 
years the ocean had never for an instant ceased from its labors. The 
waves transmitted from one to another the fioating bottle. The shelving 
rocks had shunned the brittle glass ; no crack had yawned in the flask ; 
no friction had displaced the cork ; the sea-weeds had not rotted the 
ozier ; the shells had not eaten out the word “ Hard(iuanonne ; ” the 
•water had not penetrated into the waif; the mould had not rotted the 
parchment; the wet had not effaced the writing. What trouble the 
abyss must have taken ! Thus that which Gornardus had flung into 
darkness, darkness had handed back to Barkilphedro. The message 
sent to God had reac.hed the devil. Space had committed an abuse of 
confidence, and a lurking sarcasm whhth mingles with events had so 
arranged that it had complicated the loyal triumph of the lost child’s 
becoming Lord CUaiicharlio with a venomous victory, — in doing a good 
action, it liad mischievously placed justice ot the service of iniquity. 
To save the vic^tim of James II. was to give a prey to Barkilphedro. To 
re-instate Gwynplaiiie was to crush Josiana. Barkilphedro had suc- 
ceeded ; and it was f(3r this that for so many years the waves, the surge, 
the squalls had buffeted, shaken, thrown, pushed, tormented, and I'e- 
spected this bubble of glass, which bore within it so many commingled 
fates. It was foi’ this that there had been a cordial co-operation be- 
tween the winds, the tides, and the tempests : a vast agitation of all 
prodigies for the pleasure of a scoundrel ; the infinite co-operating with 
an eai'th-worm ! Destiny is subject to such grim caprices. 

Barkilphedro was stnick by a flash of Titanic? pride. He said to 
himself that it had all been done to fulfill liis intention. lie felt that he 
was the object and the instrument. 

But he was wrong. Let us clear the character of chance. 

Such was not the real meaning of the remarkable circumstance of 
which the hatred of Barkilphedro was to profit. Ocean had made itseK 
father and mother to an orphan, had sent the hurricane against his 
executioners, had wrecked the vessel which had repulsed the child, had 
swallowed up the clasped hands of the storm-beaten sailors, refusing 
their supplications and accepting only their repentance; the tempest 
received a deposit from the hands of death. The strong vessel con- 
taining the crime was replaced by ^e fragile phial containing the 
reparation. The sea changed its character, and, like a panther turning 
nurse, began to rock the cradle, not of the child, but of his destiny, 
whilst he grew up ignorant of all that the depths of ocean were doing 
for him. 
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The waves to which this flask had been flung watching over that 
past which contained ja future ; the whirlwind breathing kindly on it ; 
the currents directing the frail waif across the fathomless wastes of 
water ; the caution exercised by sea-weed, the swells, the rocks ; the 
vast froth of the abyss, taking under their protection an innocent child ; 
the wave imperturbable as a conscience ; chaos re-establishing order ; 
the world-wide shadows ending in radiance; darkness employed to 
bring to light the star of truth ; the exile consoled in his tomb ; the heii' 
given back to his inheritance ; the crime of the king repaired ; divine 
premeditation obeyed; the little, the weak, the deserted child with 
infinity for a guardian ! All this Barkilphedro might have seen in the 
event on which he triumphed. This is what he did not see. He did 
not believe that it had all been done for Gwynplaine. He fancied that 
it had been effected for Barkilphedi*o, and that he was well worth the 
ti’ouble. Thus it is over with Satan. 

Moreover, ere we feel astonished that a waif so fragile should have 
floated for fifteen years undamaged, we should seek to understand the 
tender care of the ocean. Fifteen years is nothing. On the 4th of 
October, 1867, on the coast of Morbihan, between the Isle de Oroix, the 
extremity of the peninsula de Gavres, and the Rocher des Errants, the 
fishermen of Port Louis found a Roman amphora of the fourth century, 
covered 'with arabesques by the incrustations of the sea. That amphora 
had been floating fifteen hundred years. 

Whatever appearance of indifference Barkilphedro tried to exhibit, 
his wonder had equaled his joy. Everything he could desire was there 
to his hand. All seemed ready made. The fragments of the event 
which was to satisfy his hate were si)read out within his reach. He had 
nothing to do but to pick them U2) and fit them together — a repair 
which it was an amusement to execute. He was the artificer. 

Gwynplaine ! He knew the name. Masca ridens. Like every one 
else, he had been to see the Laughing Man. He had read the sign nailed 
up against the Tadcaster Inn, as one reads a play-bill that attracts a 
crowd. He had noted it. He remembered it directly in its most minute 
details; and, in any case, it was easy to compare them with the original. 
That notice, in the electrical summons which arose in his memory, 
appeared in the depths of his mind, and placed itself by the side of the 
parchment signed by the ship-wrecked crew, like an answer following a 
question, like the solution foUo'^ng an enigma ; and the lines, Here 
is to be seen Gwynplaine, deserted at the age of ten, on the 29th of 
January, 1690, on the coast at Portland” — suddenly appeared to his 
eyes in the splendor of an apocalypse. His vision was the light of 
Mene^ Tekel, Upharsin^ outside a booth. Here was the destruction of 
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the edifice which made the existence of Josiaua. A sudden earthquake. 
The lost child was found. There was a Lord Clanchaiiie. David Diriy- 
Moir was nobody. Peerage, riches, power, rank — all these things left 
Lord David and entered Gwynplaihe. All the castles, parks, forests, 
town houses, palaces, domains, Josiana included, belonged to Gwyn- 
plaine. And what a climax for Josiana! What had she now before 
her? Illustrious and haughty, a player; beautiful, a monster. Who 
could have hoped for this f The truth was, that the joy of Bai'kilphe- 
dro had bec.ome enthusiastic. The most hateful combinations are sm*- 
passed by the infernal munifieenc.e of the unforeseen. When reality 
likes, it works masterpieces. Barkilphedro found that all his dreams 
had })een nonsense ; reality were better. 

The <*hange he was about to work would not have seemed less 
desirable had it been detrimental to him. Insects exist which are so 
savagely disint('rested that they sting, knowing that to sting is to die. 
Barkilphedro was like such vennin. 

But this time he had not the merit of being disinterested. Lord 
David Diriy-Moir owed liini nothing, and Lord Fermain Claiicharlie 
was about to owe him everything. From being uprotege^ Barkilphedro 
was about to bec'ome n protector. Ih’otoctor of whom ? Of a peer of 
England. He was going to hav^e a lord of his own, and a lord who 
would be his creature. Barkilphedro counted on giving him his first 
imi)ressions. His pec'r would be the morganatic brother-in-law of the 
(j[ueen. His uglintiss would idease the queen in the same i)roportion as 
it dis]')leased Josiana. Advancing by such favor, and assuming gi-ave 
and modest airs, Barkilphedro might become a somebody. He had 
always been destined for the church. He had a vague longing to be a 
bishop. 

Meanwhile he was happy. 

Oh, what a gi-eat suc.cess I and what a deal of useful wt>rk had 
chance accomplishe<l for him ! 

His vengeance — ^for he called it his vengeance — ^liad been softly 
brought to him by the waves. He had not lain in ambush in vain. 

He was the rock, Josiana was the waif, Josiana was about to be 
dashed against Barkilphedro, to his intense villainous ecstasy. 

He was clever in the art of suggestion, which consists in making 
in the minds of others a little incision into which you put an idea of 
your own ; — holding himself aloof, and without appearing to mix him- 
self up in the matter, it was he who arranged that Josiana should go to 
the Green Box and see Gwynplaine. It could do no harm. The appear- 
ance of the mountebank, in his low estate, would be a good ingredient 
in the combination. Later on, it would season it. 



120 


THE MAX WHO LAUGHS. 


He quietly prepared everything beforehand. What he most 
desired was something unspeakably abrupt. The work on which he 
was engaged could only be expressed in these strange words : the con- 
struction of a thunder-bolt. 

All preliminaries being complete, he had wat(*hed till all the ne(‘es- 
sary leg^ formalities had been accomplished. The secret hiwi not oozed 
ou^ silence being an element of law. 

The confrontation of Hardquanonne with Gwynplaino had taken 
place. Barkilphedro had been present. We have seen the result. 

The same day a post-chaise belonging to the royal household was 
suddenly sent by her majesty to fetch Lady Josiana from Loudon to 
Windsor, where the queen was at the time residing. 

Jocdana, for reasons of her own, would have been Y&ry glad to dis- 
obey, or at least to delay obedience, and put off her departmre till next 
day; but court life does not permit of these objections. She was 
obliged to set out at once, and to leave her residence in London, Hunk- 
erville House, for her residence at Windsor, Oorleone Lodge. 

The Duchess Josiana left London at the very moment that the 
wapentake appeared at the Tadcaster Ttm to an'est Gwynplaiue, and 
take him to the torture cell of Southwark. 

When she arrived at Windsor, the Usher of the Black Rod, who 
guards the door of the presence chamber, informed her that her majesty 
was in audience with the Lord Chancellor and could not I'eceive her 
imtil the next day; that, consequently, she was to remain at Corleoue 
Lodge, at the orders of her majesty ; and that she shouhl roceive the 
queen’s commands direct, when her majesty awoke the next morning. 
Josiana entered her house feeling very spiteful, supped in a bad humor, 
had the spleen, dismissed every one except her page, then dismissed 
him, and went to bed while it was yet daylight. 

When she arrived she had learnt that Lord David DiiTy-Moir 
was expected at Windsor the next day, owing to his having, whilst at 
sea, received orders to return immediately and receive her majesty’s 
commands. 



CHAPTER III 

AN AWAKENING 


No man could pass suddenly from Siberia into Senegal without losing consciousness.” 
^Humboldt, 


IE swoon of a man, even of one the most firm and energetic, 
under the sudden shock of an unexpected stroke of good 
fortmie, is nothing wonderful. A man is knocked down by 
the unforeseen blow, like an ox by the poleaxe. Francis 
d’Albescola, he who tore from the Turkish ports their iron chains, re- 
mained a whole day without consciousness when they made him pope. 
Now the stride from a cardinal to a pope is less than that from a 
mountebank to a peer of England. 

No shock is so violent as a loss of equilibrium. 

When Gwyuplaine came to himself and opened his eyes, it was 
night. He was in an aim-chair, in the midst of a large chamber lined 
throughout with puiqile velvet, over walls, ceiling, and floor. The caipet 
was velvet. Standing near him, with uncovered head, was the fat man 
in the traveling cloak, who had emerged from behind the pillar in the 
cell at Southwark. Gwynplaine was alone in the chamber with him. 
From the chair, by extending his arms, he could reach two tables, each 
bearing a branch of six lighted wax candles. On one of these tables 
thei'e wei'e papers and a casket, on the other refi'eshments ; a cold fowl, 
wine, and brandy, seiwed on a silver-gilt salver. 

Through the’ panes, of a’ high' Window,' re&chiiig from the ceiling to 
the floor, )A semwitclq of:pillars was to be seen, in the 'dear April night, 
encirding a eourtryajd with three' gates, one very wide, and the other 
two, low. The carriage gate, of great siae,' was in the middle ; on the 
right, that for equestrians, smaller ; on the left, that for foot passengers, 
BtUl less. These gates were formed of iron railings, with glittering 
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palace. An enormous roof could l)o seen, with the gable ends vaultetl ; 
garret windows, roofed over like visora; chimneys like towei*s; and 
entablatures covered with motionless gods and goddesses. 

Beyond the colonnade there played in the shadow one of those 



fairy fountains in whiiili, as the water falls from basin to basin, it com- 
bines the beauty of rain with that of the cascade, and as if scattering 
the contents of a jewel-box, flings to the wind its diamonds and its 
pearls as though to divert the sbitues around. Long rows of Avindows 
ranged away, separated by panoplies in relievo, and by busts on small 
pedestals. On the pinnacles, trophies and morions with plumes cut in 
stone, alternated with statues of heathen deitie. . 
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In the chamber where Gtwynplaihe was, on the side opposite the 
window, was ^ fire-place as high as the ceiling, and on another, under a 
dais, one of those old specious feudal beds which were reached by a 
ladder,- and ^here yon might -sleep lying across ; >the> jomtrstool of the 
bed was at its side; a row of arm-chairs by the walls, and a row of ordi- 
nary chairs, in front of them, completed the furniture. The ceiling was 
domed. A great wood fire in the French fashion blazed in the fire- 
place ; by the richness of the fiames, variegated of rose-color and green, 
a judge of such things would have seen that the wood was ash — a great 
luxuiy. The room was so largo that the branches of candles failed to 
light it up. Here and there curtains over doors, falling and swaying, 
indicated communications with other I’oonis. The style of the room 
was altogether that of the reign of James I., — ii style square and mass- 
ive, antiquated and magn^cent. Like the caii)et and the lining of the 
chamber, the dais, the baldaquin, the bed, the stool, the curtains, the 
mantel-piece, the coverings of the table, the sofas, the chairs, were all 
of purple velvet. 

There was no gilding, except on the ceiling. Laid on it, at equal 
distance from the four angles, was a huge round shield of embossed 
metal, on which sparkled, in dazzling I’elief, various coats of aims; 
amongst the devices, on two blazons, side by side, were to be distin- 
guished the cap of a baron and the coronet of a marquis ; were they of 
brass, or of silver-gilt? You could not tell. They seemed to be of 
gold. And in the centre of this lordly ceiling, like a gloomy an<l mag- 
nificent sky, the gleaming escutcheon was as the dark splendor of a sun 
shining in the night. 

The savage, in whom is embodied the free man, is nearly as restless 
in a palace as in a prison. This magnificent chamber was depressing. 
So much splendor produces fear. Who could be the inhabitant of this 
stately palace ? To what colossus did all this gi'andeur appeilain ? Of 
what lion is this the lair I Gwynplaine, as yet but half awake, was 
heavy at heart. 

“ Where am I ? ” he said. 

The man who was standing before him, answered ; 

“ You are in your own house, my lord.” 



CHAPTER IV 

FASCINATION 


T takes time to rise to the suriaee. 

Gwyiiplaine iiad been tlirown into an abyss of stupe- 
faction. 

We do not gain our footing at once in unknown depths, 
are routs of ideas, as thei'e are routs of m'mies. Tlie rally is 
not immediate. We feel as it were scattered ; as though some strange 
evajHiration of self were taking place. God is the arm. Chance is the 
sling. Man is the i)ebbl(.‘. How are you to resist, once flung f 

Gwyuplaine, if wo may coin the expression, ricocheted from one 
sui’prise to another. After the love letter of the duchess came the r(‘ve- 
lation in the Southwai’k dungeon. 

In destiny, when wondei’s begin, prepare yourself foi’ blow upon 
blow. The gloomy portals on(;e open, prodigies pour in. A breach 
once made in the wall, and events rush uixm us pell-mell. The marvel- 
ous never comes singly. 

The maiwelous is an obscurity. The shadow of this obscurity was 
over Gwjmplaine. What was happening to him seemed unintelligible. 
He saw everything through the mist which a deep commotion leaves in 
the mind, like the dust caused by a falling ruin. The shock had been 
from top to bottom. Nothing was clear to him. However, light always 
returns by degrees. The dust settles. Moment by moment the density 
of astonishment decreases. Gwyuplaine was like a man \rith his eyes 
open and fixed in a dream, as if tmng to se«iwhat may bo within it. 
He dispersed the mist. Then he re-shaped it. He had intermittances 
of wandering. He undeiwent that oscillation of the mind in the 
unforeseen, which alternately pushes us in the direction in which we 
understand, and then throws us ba(?k in that which is incomprehen- 
sible. Who has not at some time felt this pendulum in his brain ? 
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By degrees his thoughts dilated in the darkness of the event, as the 
pupil of his eye had done in the undergi'ound shadows at Southwark. 
The difficulty was to succeed in puttihg a certain space between accu- 
mulated sensations. Before that combustion of hazy ideas called com- 
prehension can take place, air must bo admitted between the emotions. 
There, air was wanting. The event, so to speak, could not be breathed. 

In entering that teirible cell at Southwark, Gwynplaine had ex- 
pected the iron collar of a felon ; they had placed on his head the 
coronet of a peer. How could this be ? There had not been space of time 
enough between what Owjmplaine had feared and what had really 
occurred ; it had succeeded too quickly, — ^liis terror changing into other 
feelings too abniptly for comprehension. The contrasts were too 
tightly packed one against the other. Gwyiqdaine made an effort to 
withdraw his mind from the vise. 

He was silent. This is the instinct of great stupefaction, which is 
more on the defensive than it is tlioiight to be. Who says notliing is 
prepared for everything. A word of yours allowed to drop may be 
seized in some unknown system of wheels, and your utter destruction 
be compassed in its complex machinery. 

Tlio poor and weak live in terror of being crushed. The crowd ever 
expect to be ti^oddeu down. Gwynplaine liad long been one of the 
crowd. 

A singular state of human uneasiness can be expressed by tin* 
words : Let us see what will happen. Gwynplaine was in this state. 
You feel that you have not gained your equilibrium when an unex- 
pected situation surges up under your feet. You watch for something 
which must produce a result. You are vaguely attentive. We will see 
what happens. What i You do not know. Whom f You watch. 

The man with the paunch repeated, “You are in your own hojjjpic, 
my lord.” w 

Gwynplaine felt himself. In surprises, wo first look to make sure 
that things exist ; then, we feel ourselves, to make sui*e that Ave exist 
ourselves. It was certainly to him that the woi*ds were spoken ; but he 
himself was somebody else. He no longer had his jacket on, or his 
esclavine of leather. He had a waistcoat of cloth of silver; and a satin 
coat, which he touched and fomid to be embroidered. He felt a heavy 
purse in his waistcoat pocket. A pair of velvet trunk hose covered his 
clown’s tights. He wore shoes with high red heels. As they had 
brought hiTn to this palace, so had they changed his dress. 

The man resumed: 

“Will your lordship deign to remember this: I am called Barkil- 
phedro ; I am clerk to the Admiralty. It was I who oi)ened Hardqua- 
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iionne’s flask, and drew your destiny out of it. Thus, in the ‘ Arabian 
Nights,’ a fisherman releases a giant from a bottle.” 

Gwynplaine fixed his eyes on the smiling face of the speaker. 

BarkUphedro continued : 

“ Besides this palace, my loi-d, Hunkervillo House, -which is larger, 
is yours. You own (Uaucharlie (kstle, from which you take your title, 
and which was a fortress in the time of Edward the Elder. You have 
nineteen bailiwicks belonging to you, witli their villages imd their in- 
habitants. This puts under your ]>anue7*, as a landlord and a nobleman, 
about eighty thousand vassals and tenants. At Clancharlie you are a 
judge — ^judge of aU, both of goods and of persons, and you hold your 
baron’s coui’t. The king has no riglit which you have not, except the 
privilege of coining money. The king, designated by the Noiman law 
as chief signor, has justice, court, and coin. Coin is money. So that 
you, excel (ting in this last, are as much a king in your lordship as he is 
in his kingdom. You have the right, as a baron, to a gibbet -with four 
pillars in England; and, as a mimpiis, to a scaffold with seven posts in 
Sicily : that of the mere ]or<l having two pillars ; that of a lord of the 
mauoi', three ; and that of a duke, eight. You arci styled prince in the 
ancient chartei's of Noi-thumberlaud. You are j'clated to the Viscounts 
Valeutia in Ireland, whose name is Power, and to the Earls of ITmfra- 
ville in Scotland, whose name is Angus. You are chief of a clan, like 
Campbell, Arcbnaunach, and Macallummore. You haA’^e eight barons’ 
coui’ts: Reculvei’, Baston, Hell-Kei’t.ers, Homble, Moricambe, Giund- 
raith, Treuwardraith, and other’s. You liave a right over the turf- 
cutting of Pillinmore, and over the alabaster quarries near Trent. 
Moreover, you own all the counti’y of Penneth Chase ; and you have a 
mountain -with an ancient town on it. The town is called Vine- 
cauntou ; the mountain is called Moil-onlli. All which gives you an 
income of foriy thousand pounds a year. That is to say, foriy times 
the fiA’c-and-twenty thousand francs with wliich a Frenchman is satis- 
fied.” 

Whilst Barkilphedro spoke, Gwynplaine, in a crescendo of stupor, 
rememl)ered the past. Mcmoi’y is a gulf that a word can move to its 
lowest depths. Gwynplaine knew all the words pronounced by Barkil- 
phedro. They were -wiitten in the last lines of the two sctoIIs which 
lined the A'au in which his childhood had been passed, and, from so 
often letting his eyes wander over them mechanically, he knew them by 
heart. On i-eaching, a forsaken orphan, the traveling caravan at Wey- 
mouth, he had found the inventory of the inheritance which awaited 
him; and in the morning, when the poor little boy awoke, the first 
thing spelt by his careless and unconscious eyes was his own title and 
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its possessions. It was a strange detail added to aU his other surprises, 
that, during fifteen years, rolling from highway to highway, the clown 
of a traveling theatre, earning his bread day by day, picking up far- 
things, and living on crumbs, he should have traveled with the inven- 
tory of his fortune placarded over his misery. 

BarkUphedio touched the casket on the table with his forefinger*. 

“My lord, this casket contains two thousand guineas which her 
gracious majesty the queen has sent you for your present wants.” 

Gwynplaine made a movement. 

“ That shall be for my Father Ursus,” he said. 

“ So be it, my lord,” said Barkilphedro. “ Ursus, at the Tadcaster 
Inn. The Sergeant of the Coif, who accompanied us hither, and is 
about to return immediately, will can’y them to him. Perhaps I may 
go to London myself. In that case I will take charge of it.” 

“ I shall take them to him myself,” said Gwynplaine. 

Barkilphedro’s smile disappeared, and he said : 

“ Impossible ! ” 

There is an impressive infiection of voice which, as it were, under- 
lines the words. Barkilphedro’s tone was thus emphasized ; he paused, 
so as to put a full stop after the word he had just uttei*ed. Then he 
continued, with the peculiar and respectful tone of a servant who feels 
that he is master ; 

“ My lord, you are twenty-three miles from London, at Corleoiie 
Lodge, your court residence, contiguous to the Royal Castle of Wind- 
sor. You are here unknown to any one. You were brought here in a 
close carriage, which was awaiting you at the gate of the jaU at South- 
wark. The servants who intareduced you into this palace are ignorant 
who you are ; but they know me, and that is sufficient. You may pos- 
sibly have been brought to these apartments by means of a private key 
which is in my possession. There are people in the house asleep, and 
it is not an hour to awaken them. Hence we have time for an explana» 
tion, which, nevertheless, will be short. I have been commissioned by 
her majesty ” 

As he spoke, Barkilphedro began to tui'n over the leaves of some 
bundles of papers which were lying near the casket 

“My lord, here is your patent of peerage. Here is that of your 
Sicilian mai-quisate. These >are the parchments and title-deeds of your 
eight baronies, with the seals of eleven kings, from Baldret, King of 
Kent, to James the Sixth of Scotland, and first of England and Scot- 
land united. Here are your letters of precedence. Here are your rent- 
%olls, and titles and descriptions of your fiefs, frediolds, dependencies, 
landk and domains. That which you see above your head in the 
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emblazonment on the ceiling are your two coronets: the circlet with 
pearls for the baron, and the circlet with strawberry leaves for the 
marquis. 

“ Here, in the wardrobe, is y'our peer’s robe of red velvet, bordered 



with ermine. To-day, only a few hours since, the Lord Chancellor and 
the Deputy Earl Marshal of England, informed of the result of your 
confrontation with the Comprachico Hardquauoune, have taken her 
majesty’s commands. Her majesty has signed them, according to her 
royal will, which is the same as the law. All formalities have been 
complied with. To-morrow, and no later than to-moiTOw, you will take 
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your seat i^the Hoiise of Lords, where they have for some days beeu 
deliberating on a bill, presented by the Crown, having for its object the 
augmentation, by a hundred thousand poimds sterling yearly, of the 
allowance to the Duke of Cumberland, husband of the queen. You will 
be able to take part in the debate.” 

Bai'ldlphedro paused, breathed slowly, and resumed : 

“However, nothing is yet settled. A man cannot be made a peer 
of England without his own consent. All can be annulled and disap- 
pear, unless you acquiesce. An event nipped in the bud ere it ripens 
often occurs in state policy. My loi-d, u]) to this time silence has been 
preserved on what has occmred. The House of Lords will not be 
informed of the facts until to-mon‘ow. Seoi’eey has been kept .about 
the whole matter for reasons of state, which ai-e of such importance, that 
the influential persons who alone ai’e at this moment cognizant of your 
existence, and of your rights, will foi*got them immediately should 
reasons of state command their being forgotten. That which is in 
darkness may remain in darkness. It is easy to wipe you out; the 
more so as you have a brother, the natmal son of your father and of a 
woman who afterwards, dming the exile of your fifther, became mis- 
tress to King Charles II., which accounts for your brother’s liigh posi- 
tion in court; for it is to this brother, bastard though he Im?, that your 
peerage would revert. Do you wish this ? I cannot think so. Well, 
Jill depends on you. The queen must be obeyed. You will not quit 
the house till to-morrow in a myal caiTiage, and to go to the House of 
Lords. My lord, will you be a peer of England ; yes or no 1 The (lueen 
has designs for you. She destines you for an alliance almost royal. 
Lord Fermain Clanchaiiie, this is the decisive moment. Destiny never 
opens one door without shutting another. After a certain step in 
advance, to step back is impossible. Whoso enteis into transfiguration, 
leaves behind him evanescence. My lord, Hwyuploine is dead. Do 
you understand 1 ” 

Gwynplaine trembled from head to foot. 

Then he recovered himself. 

“ Yes,” he said. 

Barkilphedro, smiUug, bowed, placed the casket under his cloak, 
and left the room. 



(IHAPTER V 


WE THINK WE nKMEMBEJi; WE POKGET 


TTENCE arise tliose strjuiffp, visible eliaufjes whieli ocenr in 
the soul of man t 

(Jwynplaine had been at the sjiuie niomeiit raise*l to a 
snminit and east into an abyss. 

His head swafti with double giddiness. The giddiness of as(*,ent and 
deseeiit. A fatal eombuiation. 



H(* felt himself ascend, an<l felt not his fall. 

Tt is a] ►] tailing to see a new horizon. 

A p(‘rspective affords suggestions, — ^not always good ones. 

He had before him the fairy ghwle, a snai-(t, perliajts, seen thi-ough 
o])ening clouds, Jind showing the blue dejtths of sky; so deep, that they 
are obsciu'e. 


He was on the mountain, whence he could see all the kingdoms of 
the earth. A mountain all the more teiiible that it is a \’isionary one. 


Those who are on its apex Jire in a dreiun. 

• There where Satan tempted Jesus, how could a man struggle ? 

Palaces, castles, jtower, opulence, all human happiness extending 
as far as eye could reach; a ma]) of enjoyments spread out to the 
horizon ; a sort of radiant geogi-aphy of which he was the centre. A 
perilous mirage ! 

Imagine what must have been the haze of such a vision, not led up 
to, not attained to as by the gi'adual stops of a ladder, but reached 
without transition and without previous warning. 

A man going to sleep in a mole’s buirow, and awaking on the top 
of the Stras^urg steeple ; such was the state of Gwynplaine. 

Giddiness is a dangerous kind of glare, particularly that which 
bears you at once towards the day and towards the night, forming two 
whirlwinds, one opposed to the other. 
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r .He saw too much, and not enough. 

He saw all, and nothing. 

4 His state was what the author of 
pressed as the blind man dazzled. 

* Grwynplaine, left by himself, began 
bubbling precedes on explosion. 

Notwithstanding his agitation, in this impossib^^ of keeping still, 
'■h,e meditated. His mind liquefied as it boiled. He began to recall 
tiungs to his memory. It is surprising how we find that we have heard 
so clearly that to which we scarcely listened. The declaration of the 
shipwrecked men, read by the sheriff in the Southwark cell, ca|pe back 
to him clearly and intelligibly. He recalled every woi’d, he saw under 
it his whole infancy. 

Suddenly he stopped, his hands clasped behind his bock, looking 
up to the ceiling — ^the sky — ^no matter what — ^whatever was above him. 

“ Quits ! ” he cried. 

^ He felt like one whose head rises out of the water. It seemed t(» 
him that he saw everything — ^the past, the future, the i)resent — in the 
accession of a sudden flash of light. * 

“ Oh ! ” he cried, for there are cries in the depths of thought. “ Oli J 
it was so, was it ! I was a lor-d. All is discovered. They stole, be- 
titiyed, destroyed, abandoned, disinherited, murdered me ! The corpse 
of my destiny floated fifteen yeau’s on the sea ; all at once it tou(*hed 
the earth, and it started up, erect and living. I am reborir. I am born. 
I felt under my rags that the breast ther'e palpitating was not that of a 
wretch ; and when I looked on ci’owds of men, I felt that they were th<‘ 
flocks, and that I was not the dog, but the shepherd ! Shejaherds of the 
people, leaders of men, guides and masters, such were my fathers ; and 
what they were I anr ! I am a gentleman, and 1 have a sword ; 1 am a 
baron, and I have a casque ; I am a marquis, and I have a plume ; I am 
a peer, and I have a coronet. Lo ! they deprived me of aU this. I 
dwelt in light, they flung me into darkness. Those who proscribed the 
father, sold the son. When my father was dead, they took from be- 
neath his head the stone of exile which he had placed for his pillow, 
and, tying it to my neck, they flung me into a sower. Oh ! those scoun- 
drels who tortured my infancy ! Yes, they rise and move in the depths 
of my memory. Yes; I' see them again. I was that morsel of flesh 
peck^ to pieces on a tomb by a flight of crows. I bled and cried under 
all those horrible shadows. Lo ! it was there that they precipitated me. 
Under the crush of those who come and go, imder the trampling feet of 
men, under the undermost of the human mce, lower than the serf, 
baser than the serving man, lower than the felon, lower than the slave, 


this book has somewhere ex- 

# 

to walk with long strides. A 
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at the spot where Chaos becomes a sewer, in which I was engulfed. It , 
is from thence that I come ; it is from this that I rise ; it is from this 
that I am lisen. And here I am now. Quits ! ” . « 

He sat down, he rose,itclasped his head with his hands, began to 
pace the TOom again, and his tempestuous monologue continued within 
“him. 

“Where am|||[?— on the summit. Where is it that I have just 
alighted?— on the highest peak? This pinnacle, this grandeur, this* 
dome of the world, this great power, is my home. This temple is .in 
'air. I am one of the gods. I live in inaccessible heights. This suprem- 
acy, w^^ich I looked up to from below, and from whence emanated such 
rays of glory that I shut my eyes; this ineffaceable peerage; this 
impregnable fortress of the fortunate, I enter. I am in it. I am of it. 
Ah, what a decisive turn of the wheel ! I was below, I am on high — 
on high forever ! Behold me a loid ! I shall have a scarlet i-obe. I 
shall have an earl’s coronet on my head. T shall assist at the corona- 
tion of kings. They will take the oath from my hands. 1 shall jndge 
})rinces jmd ministers. I shall exist. From the depths into which" 1 
was thrown, I haVe reboimded to the zenith. I have i>alaces in towm 
and country : houses, gaidens, chases, forests, carriages, millions. 1 ■will 
give fetes. I will make laws. I shall have the choice of joys and pleas- 
ui*es. And the vagabond G-wynplaiiie, who hjwi not the right to gathei* 
a flower in the grass, may pluck the stars from heaven ! ” 

Melancholy overshadowing of a soul’s brightness! Thus it was 
that in (j|-wyn 2 )laine, who had been a hero, and i)evhaps had not ceased 
to be one, moral gi'eatness gave way to material sidendor. A lament- 
able transition ! Virtue broken down by a trooj) of i)assing demons. 
A suiprise made on the weak side of man’s forti’ess. All the inferior 
circumstances called by men sui)erior, ambition, the purblind desires 
of instinct, passions, covetousness, diiven far from Gwynplaiue by the 
wholesome I'estraints of misfortune, took tumultuous possession of Jiis 
generous heart. And from what had this arisen ? From the discover}' 
of a parchment in a waif drifted by the sea. Conscience may bo vio- 
lated by a ehan<‘.o attack. 

G-W}'nplaine drank in great draughts of pride, and it dulled his 
(k>ul. Such is the poison of that fatal wine. 

Giddiness invaded him. He more than consented to its apju'oach. 
He welcomed it. This was the effecit of previous and long-continued 
thirst. Ai’e we an accomplice of the cup which deprives us of reason.! 
He had always vaguely desired this. His eyes had always turned 
towards the great. To^atch is to wish. Tl'.e eaglet is not bom in the 
eyrie for nothing. 
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Now, however, at moments, it seemed to him the simplest thing 
in the world that he should be a lord. A few hours only had passed, 
and yet the past of yesterday seemed so far off ! Gwynplaine had fallen 
into the ambuscade of Better, who is the enemy of Good. 

Unhappy is he of whom we say, how lucky he is ! 

Adversity is more easily resisted than prosperity. We rise moio 
perfect from ill fortune than from good. There is a Charybdis in 
poverty, and a Scylla in riches. Those who remain erect under the 
thunder-bolt are prostrated by the flash. Thou who standest without 
shrinking on the verge of a precipice, fear lest thou be canned up on 
the innumerable wings of mists and dreams. The ascent which ele- 
vates will dwarf thee. An ajurtheosis has a sinister power of degi'adation. 

It is not easy to understand what is good luck. Chance is nothing 
but a disguise. Nothing deceives so much as the face of fortune. Is 
she Providence f Is she Fatality ? 

A brightness may not be a brightness, because light is truth, and a 
gleam may be a deceit. You believe that it lights yon ; but no, it sets 
you on fire. 

At night — a candle made of mean tallow becomes a star if placed 
in an opening in the darkness. The moth flies to it. 

In what measure is the moth responsible f 

The sight of the candle fascinates the moth as th<} eye of the' scr- 
l)ent fascinates the bird. 

Is it possible that the bird and the moth should resist the attrac- 
tion ? Is it possible that the leaf should I'esist the wind ? Is it pos- 
sible that the stone should refuse obedience to the laws of gravitation ? 

These are material questions, which are moral questions as well. 

After he had received the letter of the iluchess, Gwynplaine had 
recx)vered himself. The deep love in his nature had resisted it. But 
the storm having wearied itself on one side of the horizon, burst out on 
the other, for in destiny, as in nature, there are successive convulsions. 
Th^ first shock loosens, the second uproots. 

Alas ! how do the oaks fall f 

Thus he who, when a child of ten, stood alone on the shore of Port- 
land, ready to give battle, who had looked steadfastly at all the com- 
batants whom he had to encounter, the blast which bore away the vessel 
in which he had expected to embark, the gulf which had swallowed up 
the plank, the yawning abyss, of which the menace was its retrocession, 
the earth which refused him a shelter, the sky which refused him a 
star, solitude without pity, obscurity without notice, ocean, sky, all the 
violence of one infinite space, and all the mysterious enigmas of another; 
he who had neither trembled nor fainted before the mighty hostility of 
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the unknown ; he, who still so young, had held his own with night, as 
Hercules of old had held his own with death ; he who in the unequal 
struggle had thrown down this defiance, that he, a child, adopted a 
child, that he encumbered himself with a load, when tired and ex- 



hausted, thus rendering himself an easier prey to the attacks on his 
weakness, and, as it were, himself unmuzzling the shadowy monsters in 
ambush around him — ^he who, a precocious warrior, had immediately, 
and from his first steps out of the cradle, struggled breast to breast 
with destiny ; he, whose disproportion with strife had not discouraged 
from striving ; he. who, perceiving in everything around him a fright- 
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fill ooenltatioii of the human laoe, had accepted that edips^ and 
proudly continued his journey; he who had known howto endtffe cold, 
thirst, hunger, valiantly; he who, a pigmy in stature, had been a co- 
lossus in soul; this Gwynplaine, who had conquered the great terror of 
the abyss under its double form, Tempest aud Misery, staggered under 
a breath — Vanity. 

Thus, when she has exhausted distress, nakedness, storms, catas- 
trophes, agonies on an unflinching man, Fatality begins to smile, and 
her victim, suddenly intoxicated, staggers. 

The smile of T'iii.ility ! Can anything more terrible be imagined f 
It is the last resource of the pitiless trier of souls* in his proof of man. 
The tiger, lurking in destiny, caresses man with a velvet paw. Sinister 
preparation, hideous gentleness in the monster ! 

Every self-obseiver has detected within himself mental weakness 
coincident with aggrandizement. A sudden growth disturbs tlie 
system, and produces fever. 

In Gwynplaine’s brain was the giddy Avhirlwiml of a crowd of new 
circumstances ; all the light and shade of a metamoiq^hosis ; inexpress- 
ibly strange confrontations ; the shock of the past against the future. 
Two Gwynplaines, himself doubled ; behind, an infant in rags, crawling 
through night — wandering, shiveiing, hungry, provoking laughter; in 
front, a brilliant nobleman — luxurious, proud, dazzling all London. He 
was casting off one form, and amalgamating himself with the other. 
He was casting the mountebank, and becoming the peer. Change of 
skin is sometimes change of soul. Now and then the past seemed ' 
like a dream. It was complex; bad and good. He thought of his 
father. It was a poignant anguish never to have known his father. Ho 
tried to picture him to himself. He thought of his brother, of whom 
he had just heard. Then he had a family ! He, Gwynplaine ! He lost 
himself in fantastic dreams. He saw visions of magnificence ; unknown 
forms of solemn grandeur moved in mist befoi'o him. He heard 
flourishes of trumpets. 

“ An d then,” he said, “ I shall be eloquent.” 

He pictured to himself a splendid entrance into the House of Lords. 
He should arrive full to the brim with new facts and ideas. What 
could he not tell them f What subjects he had accumulated I What an 
advantage to be in the midst of them, a man who had seen, touched, 
undergone, and suffered ; who could cry aloud to them, “ I have been 
near to everything, from which you are so far removed.” He would 
hurl reality in the face of those patricians, crammed with illusions. 
They should tremble, for it would be the truth. They would applaud, 
for it would be grand. He would arise amongst those powerful men. 
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more powerful than they. “ I shall appear as a torch-bearer, to show 
them troth; and as a sword-bearer, to show them justice!” What a 
triumph ! 

And, building up these fantasies in his mind, clear and confused at 
the same time, he had attacks of delirium, — s inking on the first seat he 
came to; sometimes drowsy, sometimes starting up. He came and 
went, looked at the ceiling, examined the coronets, studied vaguely the 
hieroglyphics of the emblazonment, felt the velvet of the walls, moved 
the chairs, turned over the parchments, read the names, spelt out the 
titles, Buxton, Homble, Gruudraith, Hunkerville, Glancharlie ; compared 
the wax, the impression, felt the twist of silk appended to the royal 
privy seal, approached the window, listened to the splash of the fountain, 
contemplated the statues, counted, with the patience of a somnambulist, 
the columns of marble, and said : 

“ It is real.” 

Then he touched his satin clothes, and asked himself : 

“Is it If Yes.” 

He was tom by an inward tempest. 

In this whirlwind, did he feel faintness and fatigue f Did he drink, 
eat, sleep ? If he did so, he was unconscious of the fact. In certain 
violent situations instinct satisfies itself, according to its requirements, 
unconsciously. Besides, his thoughts were less thoughts than mists. 
At the moment that the black flame of an irruption disgorges itself 
from depths full of boiling lava, has the crater any consciousness of the 
flocks which crop the grass at the foot of the mountain t 

The hours passed. 

The dawn appeared, and brought the day. A bright ray pene- 
ti'ated the chamber, and at the same instant broke on the soul of Gwyn- 
plaiue. 

And Dea I said the light. 




BOOK VI 

miSUS UNDER DIFFERENT ASPECTS 


CHAPTER I 


WHAT THE MIRAKTHllOI’E RAID 

FTER Ursiis had seen Owynplaine thrust within 
the gates of Southwark jail, he remained, hag- 
gard, in the comer from which he was watching. 
For a long time his eara were haunted by the 
grinding of the bolts and bars, which was like a 
^ j howl of joy that one wi’eteh more should be in- 

* closed within them. 

He waited. What for f He watched. What 
forf Such inexorable doors, once shut, do not 
re-open so soon. They are tongue-tied by their 
stagnation in darkness, and move with difiSculty, especially when they 
have to give up a prisoner. Entrance is permitted. Exit is quite a- 
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different matter. Ursus knew this. But waiting is a thing which we 
have not the power to give up at our own will. We wait in our own 
despite. What we do disengages an acquired force, which maintains 
its action when its object has ceased, which keeps possession of us and 
holds us, and obliges us for some time louger to continue that which 
has already lost its motive. Heuee the useless watch, the inert position 
that we have all held at times, the loss of time which eveiy thoughtful 
man gives mechanically to that which has disappeared. None escapes 
this law. We become stubborn in a sort of vague fury. We know not 
why we are in the place, but we remain there. That which we have 
begun iudively, we continue passively, with an exhausting tenacity 
from which we emerge overwhelmed. ITrsus, though dilfering from 
other men, was, as any other might have been, nailed to his post by 
that species of conscious iwerie into which we are plmiged by events 
all-important to us, and in which we are impotent. He scnitiuized by 
tunis those two black walls, now the high one, then the low ; some- 
times the door near which the ladder to the gibbet stood, then that sur- 
mounted by a death’s head. It was as if he were caught in a vise, com- 
posed of a prison and a cemetery. This shunned and unpopular street 
was so deserted that he was unobserved. 

At length he left the arch under which he had taken shelter, a 
kind of chance sentry-box, in which he had acted the watchman, and 
dei)arted with slow steps. The day was declining, for his guard had 
been long. From time to time he turned his head and looked at the 
feartul wicket through which Gwyuplaine had disappeared. His eyes 
were glassy and dull. Ho reached the end of the alley, entered another, 
then another, retracing almost unconsciously the road which he had 
taken some hours before. At intervals he turned, as if ho could still see 
the door of the piison, though he was no longer in the street in which the 
jail was situated. Step by stei) ho was approaching Taii’inzeau Field. 
The lanes in the neighborhood of the fair-ground were deserted path- 
ways between inclosed gardens. He walked along, his head bent down, 
by the badges and ditches. All at once he halted, and drawing himself 
up, exclaimed, “ So much the better ! ” 

At the same time he struck his fist twice on his head and twice on 
his thigh, thus proving himself to be a sensible fellow, who saw things in 
their right light. 

Then he began to growl inwardly, yet now and then raising his 
voice. 

“ It is all right ! Oh, the scoundi'el ! the thief ! the vagabond ! the 
worthless fellow ! the seditious scamp ! It is his speeches about the 
government that have sent him thei'e. He is a rebel. I was harboring 
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a rebel 1 am free of him, and lucky for me ; he was compromising us. 
Thrnst into prison I Oh, so much the better ! What excellent laws I 
Ungrateful boy ! I who brought him up I To give one’s self so much 
trouble for this ! Why should he want to speak aud to reason t He 
mixed himself up in politics. The ass! As he handled pennies he 
babbled about the taxes, about the poor, about the people, about what 
was no business of his. He pemitted himself to make reflections on 
pennies. He commented wickedly and maliciously on the copper money 
of the kingdom. He insulted the farthings of her Majesty. A far- 
thing! Why, ’tis the same as the queen. A sacred effigy ! Devil take 
it ! a sacred effigj' ! Have we a queen, yes or no ! Then respect her 
verdigris ! Everything depends on the government ; one ought to know 
that. I have experience, I have. I know something. They may say 
to me, But you give up polities, then f Polities, my Mends, I (!are as 
much for them as for the rough hide of an ass. I reeeived, one day, u 
blow fi'om a baronet’s cane. I said to mystdf, that is enough. I under- 
stand politics. The people have but a farthing, they give it ; the queen 
takes it, the people thank her. Nothing can be more natural. It is for 
the peers to arrange the rest ; their lordships, the loids spiiitual and 
temporal Oh ! so Gwynplaine is locke<l up ! So he is in prison. That 
is just as it should be. It is equitable, excellent, well-merited, aud legit- 
imate. It is his own fault. To criticise is forbidden. Are you a lord, 
you idiot? The constable has seized him, the justice of the quomm has 
carried him off, the sheriff has him in custody. At this moment he is 
probably being examined by a sergeant of the coif. They pluck out 
your crimes, those clever fellows! Imprisoned, my wag! So much the 
worse for him, so much the better for me ! Faith, 1 am satisfied. I 
own frankly that fortune favors me. Of what folly was I guilty when I 
picked up that little boy and girl ! We were so quiet before. Homo aud 
I ! What had they to do in my caravan, the little blackguards? Didn’t 
I brood over them when they were young! Didn’t I draw them along 
with my harness ! Pretty foundlings, indeed ; he as ugly as sin, and 
she blind of both eyes ! Where was the use of depriving myself of 
everything for their sakes ? The beggars grow up, forsooth, and make 
love to each other. The flirtations of the deformed ! It was to that 
we had come. The toad and the mole ; quite an idyl ! That was what 
went on in my household." All which was sure to end by going befoi’e 
the justice. The toad talked politics! But now I am &ee of him. 
When the wapentake came I was at first a fool; one always doubts one^ 
.own good luck. I believed that I did not see what 1 did see; that it 
was impossible, that it was a njght^iare, that a day-dream was plajdng 
me a trick. But no I Nothing could be truer. It is all clear. Gwyn- 
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plaine is I'eaUy in prison. It is a stroke of Providence. Praise be to it! 
He was the monster who, with the row he made, drew attention to my 
establishment, and denounced my poor wolf. Be of^ Hwynplaine ; and, 
see, I am rid of both ! Two birds k illed with one stone. Because Dea 
will die, now that she can no longer see Gwynplaiue. For she sees him, 
the idiot ! She will have no object in life. She will say, ‘ What am I 
to do in the world t ’ Good-bye I To the devil with both of them. I 
always hated the creatures ! Die, Dea ! Oh, I am quite comfortable ! * 



CHAPTER II 

WHAT HE DID 

E returned to the Tadcaster Inn. 

It struck half-past six. It was a little before twilight. 
Master Nicless stood on his door-step. 

He had not succeeded, since the morning, in extinguish- 
ing the terror which still showed on his scared face. 

He perceived Ursus from afar. 

“ Well ! " he cried. 

“Well! what!” 

“ Is Gwynplaine coming back f It is full time. The public will 
soon be coming. Shall we have the performance of ‘ The Laughing 
Man ’ this evening 1 ” 

“ I am the laughing man,” said Ursus. 

And he looked at the tavern-keeper with a loud chuckle. 

Then he went up to the first fioor, opened the window next to the 
sign of the inn, leant over towai^ds the ])lacard about Gwynplaine, the 
laughing man, and the bill of Chaos Vanquished ; ” uunailed the one, 
tore down the other, put both under his ai7n, and descended. 

Master Nicless followed him with his eyes. 

“ Why do you unhook that I ” 

Ursus burst into a second fit of laughter. 

“ Why do you laugh f ” said the tavern-keeper. 

“ I am re-entering private life.” 

Master Nicless understood, and gave an order to his lieutenant, the 
boy Govicum, to announce to every one who should come that there 
would be no performance that evening. He took from the door the box 
made out of a cask, where they received the entrance money, and rolled 
it into a comer of the lower sitting-room. 

A moment after, Ursus entered the Green Box. 
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He put the two signs away in a corner, and entered what he called 
the woman’s wing. 

Dea was asleep. 

She was on her bed, dressed as usual, excepting that the body of 
her gown was loosened, as when she was taking her siesta. 

Near her Vinos and Fibi were sitting— one on a stool, the other 
on the ground — amusing. Notwithstanding the lateness of the houi', 
they had not dressed themselves in their goddesses’ gauze, which was a 
sign of deep discouragement. They had remained in their dragget pet- 
ticoats, and their dress of coarse cloth. 

Ursus looked at Dea. 

“ She is rehearsing for a longer sleep,” murmured he. 

Then, addressing Fibi and Vinos : 

“ You both know all. The music is over. You may put your 
trumpets into the drawer. You di<l well not to equip youi*selves as 
deities. You look ugly enough as you are, but you were quite right. 
Keep on your petticoats — no performance to-night, nor to-morrow, nor 
the day after to-moiTow. No Gwyuplainc. Glwynplaine is clean gone.” 

Then he looked at Dea again.* 

“ What a blow to her this will be ! It will be like blowing out a 
candh*.” 

He inflated his cheeks. 

“Puff! nothing more.” 

Then, with a little dry laugh : 

“ Losing flwynplaine, she loses all. It would be just as if I were 
to lose Homo. It will be worse. She will feel more lonely than any 
one else could. The blind wade thi'ongh more sorrow than we do.” 

He looked out of the window at the end of the room. 

“ How the days lengthen ! It is not dark at seven o’clock. Never- 
theless, we will light up.” 

He struck the steel and lighte<l the lamp which hung from the ceil- 
ing of the Green Box. 

Then he leaned over Dea. 

“ She will catch cold ; you have uulace<l her bodice too low. There 
is a proverb ; 

‘ Though April skies he bright, 

Keep all your wrappers tight* ” 

Seeing a pin shining on the floor, he picked it up, and pinned up 
her sleeve. Then he paced the Green Box, gesticulating. 

“ I am in full possession of my faculties. I am lucid, quite Incid. 
1 consider this occurrence quite proper, and I approve of what has 
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happened. When she awakes I will explain everything to her clearly. 
The catastrophe will not be long in coming. No more GwynpUdne. 
Good-night, Dea. How well aU has been arranged! ^wyuplaine in 
prison, Dea in the cemetery, they will be vis-a-^is ! A dance of death t 
Two destinies going off the stage at once. Pack up the dresses. Fasten 
the valise. For valise, read coffin. It was just what was best for them 
both. Dea without eyes, Gwynplaine without a face. On high the 
Almighty will restore sight to Dea and beauty to Gwynplaine. Death 
.puts things to rights. All will be well. Fibi, Vinos, hang up yoTir 
tambourines on the nail. Your talents for noise will go to rust; my 
beauties, no more playing, no more tioimpetiug. ^Ckaos Vanquished' is 
vanquished. ‘ The Laughing Man’ is done for. ‘ Taratantara ’ is dead. 
Dea sleeps on. She does well. If I were she I would never awake. 
Oh ! she will soon fall asleep again. A skylark like her takes very 
little killing. This comes of meddling with politics. What a lesson ! 
Governments are lights. Gwynplaine to the sheriff. Dea to the 
grave-digger. Parallel cases! Instructive symmetry! I hope the 
tavern-keeper has barred the door. We are going to die to-night 
quietly at home, between ourselves-^not I, nor Homo, but Dea. As 
for me, I shall continue to roll on in the caravan. I belong to the 
meanderings of vagabond life. I shall dismiss these two women. I 
shall not keep even one of them. I have a tendency to become an old 
scoundrel. A maid-servant in the house of a libertine is like a loaf of 
bread on the shelf. 1 decline the temptation. It is not becoming at my 
age. Turpe seniUs amor. I will follow my way alone with Homo. 
How astonished Homo will be ! Where is Gwynplaine T Where is Dea f 
Old comrade, here we ai-e once more alone together. Plague take it ! I’m 
delighted, l^eir bucolics were an incumbrance. Oh! that scamp 
Gwynplaine, who is never coming back. He has left us stuck here. I 
say, .AJl right. And now ’tis Dea’s turn. That won’t be long. I like 
things to be done %vith. I would not snap my fingers to stop her dying 
— her dying ! I tell you ! See, she awakes ! ” 

Dea opened her eyelids ; many blind persons shut them when they 
sleep. Her sweet unwitting face wore all its usual I’adiance. 

“ She smiles,” whispered IJrsus, “ and I laugh. That is as it should 

be.” 

Dea called: 

“ Fibi ! Vinos ! It must be the time for the peiformance. I think 
1 have been asleep a long time. Come and dross me.” 

Neither Fibi nor Vinos moved. 

Meanwhile, the ineffable blind look of Dea’s eyes met those jrf 
Ursus. He started. ' 
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“ Well ! ” he cried ; “ what are you about ? Vinos ! Fibi 1 Do you 
not hear your mistress f Are you deaf ? Quick I the play is going to 
begin.” 

The two women looked at Ursus in stupefaction. 

Ursus shouted : 

“ Do you not hear the audience coming in ? Fibi, dress Dea. Vinos, 
take your tambourine.” 

Fibi was obedient. Vinos, passive. Together, they personified 
submission. Their master, Ursus, had always been to them an enigma. 
Never to be undoi*stood is a reason for being always obeyed. They 
simply thought he had gone mad, and did as they were told. Fibi took 
down the costume, and Vinos the tambourine. 

Fibi began to dress Dea. Ursus let down the door-curtain of the 
women’s room, and from behind the curtain continued: 

“ Look there, Gwynplaine ! the court is already more than half full 
of people. They are in heaps in the passages. What a crowd ! And 
yfiu say that Fibi and Vinos look as if they did not see them. How 
stupid the gypsies are ! What fools they are in Egypt ! Don’t lift the 
cui’tain from the door. Be decent. Dea is dressing.” 

He paused, and suddenly they heard an exclamation : 

“ How beautiful Dea is ! ” 

It was the voice of Uwynplaine. 

Fibi and Vinos started, and turned rouml. It was the voice of 
(rwynidaine, but in the mouth of Ui*sns. 

Uraus, by a sign which he made through the door ajar, forbade the 
expression of any astonishment. 

Then, again taking the voice of Cfwynplaine : 

“ Angel ! ” 

Then he replied in his own voice : 

“ Dea an angel ! You are a fool, Gwynpltiine. No mammifer can 
fly except the bats.” 

And he added t 

“ Look here, Gwyni)laine ! Let Homo loose ; that will be more to 
the pui*pose.” 

And he descended the ladder of the (ri-een Box very quickly, with 
the agile spring of Q-wynplaine, imitating his step so that Dea could 
hear it. 

In the court he addressed the boy, whom the occurrences of the 
day had made idle and inquisitive. 

“ Spread out both your hands,” said he, in u loud voice. 

And he poured a handful of pence into them. 

Govicum was grateful for his munificence. 
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Ursus whispered in his ear : 

“Boy, go into the yard; jump, dance, knock, bawl, whistle, coo,, 
neigh, applaud, stamp your feet, burst out laughing, bi-eak something.’^ 

Master Nicless, saddened and humiliated at seeing the folks who 
had come to see “The Laughing Man” turned back and crowding 
towards other caravans, had shut the door of the inn. He had even 
given up the idea of selling any beer or spirits that evening, that he 
might have to answer no awkward questions ; and, quite overcome by 
the sudden close of the performance, was looking, with his candle in his 
hand, into the court from the balcony above. 

Ursus, taking the precaution of putting his voice between pai*en- 
theses fashioned by adjusting the palms of his hands to his mouth,, 
cried oiit to biin : 

“ Sir ! do as your boy is doing; yelp, bark, howl.” 

He re-ascended the steps of the Green Bojc, and said to the wolf : 

“ Talk as much as you can.” 

Then, raising his voice : 

“ What a crowd there is! We shall have a crammed performance.”' 

In the meantime Vinos played the tambourine. Ursus went on ; 

“ Dea is dressed. Now we can begin. I am sony they have ad- 
mitted so many spectators. How thickly packed they are ! Look, Gwj’n- 
plaine, what a mad mob it is. I will bet that to-day we shall take more 
money than we have ever done yet. Come, gypsies, play up, both of 
you. Come here. Fibi, take your clarion. Good. Vinos, dmm on 
your tambourine. Fling it up and catch it again. Fibi, put yom-self 
into the attitude of Fame. Young ladies, you have too much on. Take 
off those jackets. Replace stuff by gauze. The public like to see the 
female form exposed. Let the moralists thunder. A little indecency. 
Devil take it ! What of that f Look voluptuous, and rush into wiki 
melodies. Snort, blow, whistle, flourish, play the tambourine. What a 
number of people, my poor Gwjmplaine ! ” 

He interrupted himself. 

“ Gwynplaine, help me. Let down the platform.” He spread out 
his pocket-handkerchief. “ But flrst let me roar in my rag,” and he 
blew his nose violently, as a ventriloquist ought. Having returned his 
handkerchief to his pockqt, he drew the pegs out of the pulleys, which 
creaked as usual as the platform was let down. 

“Gwynplaine, do not draw the curtain until the performance 
begins. We are not alone. You two come on in front. Music, ladies 1 
turn, turn, turn. A pretty audience we have ! the dregs of the people. 
Good heavens ! ” 

The two gypsies, stupidly obedient, placed themselves in their 
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usuiQ comers of the platform. Then Ursus became wonderful. It was 
no longer a man, but a crowd. Obliged to make abundance out of 
emptiness, he called to aid his prodigious powers of ventriloquism. The 
whole orchestra of human and animal voices which was within him, he 
called into tumult at once. 

He was legion. Any one with his eyes closed would have imagined 
that he was in a public place on some day of rejoicing, or in some sud- 
den popular riot. A whirlwind of clamor proceeded from Ursus ; he 
sang, he shouted, he talked, he coughed, he spat, he sneezed, took snuff, 
talked and responded, put questions and gave answers, all at once. 
The half-uttei*ed syllables ran one into another. In the court, unten- 
anted by a single spectator, were heard men, women, and children. It 
was a clear confusion of tumult. Strange laughter wound, vapor-like, 
through the noise, the chirping of birtls, the swearing of cats, the wail- 
ings of children at the breast. The indistinct tones of dmnken men 
were to l»e heard, and the gi'owls of dogs under the feet of people who 
stamped on them. The cries came from far and near, from top to bot- 
tom, from tlie upper boxes to the pit. The whole was an uproar, the 
detail was a ciy. Ursus clapped his hands, stamped his feet, thi'ew his 
voice to the end of the court, and then made it c-ome from undergi*ound. 
It was both stormy and familiar. It i)as8ed fi’om a murmur to a noise, 
from a noise to a tumult, from a tumult to a tempest. He was himself, 
any, ev(‘iy, one else. Alone, and polyglot. As thei*e arc optical illu- 
sions, there are also auricular illusions. That which Proteus did to 
sight, Ui*sus did to hearing. Nothing could be more marvelous than his 
fac-simile to multitude. From time to time ho ojaiued the door of the 
women’s apartment and looked at Doa. Dea was listening. 

On his part the boy exerted himself to the utmost. Vinos and Fibi 
tiiimpeted conscientiously, and took turns with the tambourine. Master 
Nicless, the only spectator, qiiietly made himself the same explanation 
as they did, that Ursus was gone mad, which was, for that matter, but 
another sad item added to his misery. The good tavern-keeper growled 
out, what insanity ! And he was serious, as a man might well be who 
has the fear of the law beforo him. 

Govicum, delighted at being able to help in making a noise, exerted 
himself almost as much as Ursus. It amused him, and, moreover, it 
earned him x)ence. 

Homo was pensive. 

In the midst of the tumult Ursus now and then uttered such words 
as these : 

“Just as usual, Gwynplaine. There is a cabal against us. Our 
rivals are imdermining our success. Tumult is the seasoning of tri- 
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umph. Besides, there aro too many people. They are uncomfortable. 
The angles of their neighbors’ elbows do not dispose them to good- 
nature. I hope the benches will not give way. We shall be the vic- 
tims of an incensed population. < Oh ! if our friend Tom-Jim-Jack were 
only here I but he never comes now. Look at those heads rising one 
above another. Those who are forced to stand don’t look very well 
pleased, though the great G-alen pronounced it to be strengthening. We 
will shoi*teu the entertainment; as only ^ Chaos Vanquished' was an- 
nounced in the playbill, we will not play ‘ Ursus Rursus.' There will be 
something gained in that. What an uproar ! 0 blind turbulence of the 
masses. They will do us some damage. However, they can’t go oii 
like this. We should not be able to play. Ho one can catch a word of 
the piece. 1 am going to address them. Hwynplaine, draw the cui-taiu 
a little aside. — Gentlemen ” 

Here Ursus addressed himself with a shrill and feeble voice : 

“ Down with that old fool ! ” 

Then he answered in his own voice ; 

“ It seems that the mob insult me. Cicero is right ; 2 )lehs, fex urbis. 
Never mind, we will admonish the mob, though I shall have a great deal 
of trouble to make myself heard. 1 will speak, notwithstanding. Man, 
do your duty. Gwynplaine, look at that scold grinding her teeth down 
there.” 

Ursus made a pause, in which he placed a gnasliiug of Ms t(‘eth. 
Homo, provoked, added a second, and Govicum a third. 

Ursus went on : 

“ The women are worse than the men. The moment is unpropi- 
tious, but it doesn’t matter ! Let us try the power of a speech ; an elo- 
quent q)eech is never out of place. Listen, Gwynplaine, to my attractive 
exordium. Ladies and gentlemen, I am a bear. I' take off my head to 
address you. I humbly appeal to you for silence.” 

Ursus, lending a cry to the crowd, said : 

“ Grumphll I ” 

Then he continued : 

“ I respect my audience. Grumphll is an epiphonema as good as 
any other wdcome. You growlers. That you are all of the dregs of 
the peoj^le, I do not doubt That in no way diminishes my esteem for 
you. A well-considered esteem. I have a profound respect for the bul- 
lies who honor me with their custom. There are deformed folks amongst 
you. They give me no offense. The lame and the humpbacked ai'e 
works of nature. The camel is gibbous. The bison’s back is humped. 
The badger’s left le^ are shorter than the right. That fact is decided 
by Aristotle^ in his treatise on the walking of animals. There are 
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those amongst you who have but two shirts, one on his back and the 
other at the pawnbroker’s. I know that to be true. Albuquerque 
pawned his moustache, and St. Denis his glory. The Jews advanced 
money on the glory. Great examples. To have debts is to have some- 
thing. I revere your beggardom. 

XJrsus cut short his speech ; mteiioiptiug it in a deep bass voice by 
the shout: 

‘ “Triple ass!” 

And he answered in his politest accent : 

“ I admit it. I am^^ a learned man. I do my best to apologize for it. 
I scientifically despise science. Ignorance is a reality on which we 
feed ; science a reality on which we starve. In general one is obliged 
to choose between two things. To be learned and grow thin, or to 
browse and be an Ass. 0 gentlemen ! browse ! Science is not worth a 
mouthful of anything nice. I had rather eat a sirloin of beef than know 
what they call the psoas muscle. I have but one merit. A diy eye. 
Such as you see me, I have never wept. It must be owned that I have 
never been satisfied — never satisfied — ^not even with myself. I despise 
myself ; but I submit this to the members of the opposition here present, 
— if Ursus is only a learned man, Gwynplaiue is an artist.” 

lie gn)aned again : 

“CTrumphll!” 

And resumed : 

“ Gnimphll again ! it is an objection. All the same, I pass it over. 
Near Gwynplaine, gentlemen and ladies, is another artist, a valued and 
distinguished personage who accom 2 >auie 8 us. His lordship Homo, 
fonnerly a wild dog, now a civilized wolf, and a faithful subject of her 
Majesty’s. Homo is a mine of deep and superior talent. Be attentive 
and watch. You are going to see Homo play as weU as Gwynplaine, 
and you must do honor to art. That is an attribute of gi'eat nations. 
Are you men of the woods ? I admit the fact. In that case, silvee sint 
conside dignte. Two artists are well worth one consul. All right! 
Some one has flung a cabbage stalk at me, but did not hit me. That 
will not stop my speaking ; on the contrary, a danger evaded makes 
folks garrulous, Garrula pericula, says Juvenal. My hearers ! there ai'e 
amongst you drunken men and drunken women. Very well. The men 
are unwholesome. The women ai*e hideous. You have all sorts of 
excellent reasons for stowing yourselves away here on the benches of 
the pothouse. Want of work, idleness, the spare time between two 
robberies, porter, ale, stout, malt, brandy, gin, and the attraction of one 
sex for the other. What could be better 1 A wit prone to irony would 
And this a fair fleld. But I abstain. ’Tishixuiy; so be it; even 
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an orgy Bhould be kept within bounds. You are gay, but noisy. You 
imitate successfully the cries of beasts ; but what would you say if, when 
you were making love to a lady, I passed my time in barking at you I 
It would disturb you, and so it disturbs us. I order you to hold yom* 
tongues. Art is as respectable as debauch. I speak to you civilly.” 

He apostrophized himself : * 

“ May the fever strangle you, with your eyebrows lijce the beard of 
rye.” 

And he replied : 

“ Honoi’able gentlemen, let the lye alone. It is impious to insult 
the vegetables, by likening them either to human creatui'es or animals. 
Besides, the fever does not strangle. ’Tis a false metaphor. For pity’s 
sake, keep silence. Allow me to tell you that you ai*e slightly wanting 
in the repose which characterizes the true English gentleman. I see 
that some amongst you who have shoes out of which their toes are 
peeping, take advantage of the circumstance to rest their feet on the 
shoulders of those who are in front of them, causing the ladies to re- 
mark that the soles of shoes divide always at the part at which is the 
head of the metatarsal bones. Show more of your hands, and less of 
your feet. I perceive scamps who i)lunge their ingenious fists into the 
pockets of their foolish neighbors. Dear pickpockets, have a little 
modesty. Fight those next to you if you like ; do not plunder them. 
You will vex them less by blackening an eye, than by lightening their 
purses of a penny. Break theii* noses if you like. The shojvkecper 
thinks more of his money than of his beauty. Barring this, acoei)t my 
sympathies, for I am not pedantic enough to blame thieves. Evil exists. 
Every one endures it, eveiy one inflicts it. No one is exempt from the 
vermin of his sins. That’s what I keep saying. Have we not all our 
itch f I, myself, have made mistakes. Plaudite, rives.” 

Ursus uttered a long groan, which he overpowered by these con- 
cluding words : 

“ My lords and gentlemen, I see that my address has unluckily dis- 
pleased you. I take leave of your hisses for a moment. I shall put on 
my head, and the performance is going to begin.” 

He dropped his oratorical tone, and I'esumed his usual voice. 

“ dose the curtain. Let me breathe. I have sx)oken like honey. 
I have spoken well My wends were like velvet; but they were useless. 
I called them my lords and gentlemen. What do you think of all this 
scum, Gwynplaine t How well may we estimate the ills which England 
has suffered for the last forty years through the ill-temper of these 
irritable and malicious spirits, l^e ancient Britons were warlike, these 
are melancholy and learned. They glory in demising the laws and 
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contemning royal authority. I have done all that human eloquence 
can do. I have been prodigal of metonymies, as gracious as the bloom- 
ing cheek of youth. Were they softened by them? I doubt it What 
can affect a people who eat so extraordinarily, who stupefy themselves 



by tobacco so completely that their literary men often write their works 
with a pipe in their mouths f Never mind. Let us begin the play.” 

The rings of the curtain were heard being drawn over the rod. 
The tambourines of the gypsies were still. Ursus took down his instru- 
ment, executed his prelude, and said, in a low tone : 

“ Alas ! Gwynplaine, how mysterious it is.” 
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Then he flung himself down with the wolf. 

When he had taken down his instrument, he had also taken from 
the nail a rough wig which he had, and which he had thrown on the 
stage in a comer within his reach. The performance of “ Chaos Van- 
quished took place as usual, minus only the effect of the blue light, and 
the brilliancy of the fairies. The wolf played his best. At the proper 
moment Dea made her appeai^ance, and, in her voice so tremulous and 
heavenly, invoked Gwynplaine. She extended her aims, feeling for 
that head. 

IJrsus rushed at the wig, ruffled it, put it on, advanced softly, and 
holding his breath, his head bristled thus under the hand of Dea. 

Then calling all his art to his aid, and copying Gwynplaine’s voice, 
he sang with ineffable love the response of the monster to the call of 
the spirit. The imitation was so perfect that again the gypsies looked 
for Gwynplaine, frightened at hearing without seeing him. 

Govicum, filled with astonishment, stamped, applauded, clapped 
his hands, producing an Olympian tumult, and himself laughed as if he 
had been a chorus of gods. This boy, it must be confessed, develope«l 
a rare talent for acting an audience. 

Fibi and Vinos, being automatons of which Unsus pulled the strings, 
rattled their instruments, composed of copper and ass’s skin, the usual 
sign of the performance being over and of the departure of the people. 

Ursus arose, covered with perspiration. He said, in a low voice, to 
Homo : 

“You see it was necessary to gain time. I think we have sucj- 
ceeded. I have not acquitted mysjelf badly. I, who have as much 
reason as any one to go distracted. Gwynplaine may perhaps return 
to-morrow. It is useless to kill Dea directly. I can explain matters to 
you.” 

He took off his wig and wiped his forehead. 

“ I am a ventriloquist of genius,” murmured he. “ What talent I 
displayed ! I have equaled Brabant, the engastrimythist of Francis 1., 
of France. Dea is convinced that Gwynplaine is here.” 

“ Ursus,” said Dea, “ where is Gwynplaine ? ” 

Ursus started and turned round. Dea was still standing at the 
back of the stage, alone under the lamp which hung from the ceiling. 
She was pale, with the pallor of a ghost. 

She added, with an ineffable expression of despair : 

“ I know. He has left us. He is gone. I always knew that he had 
wings.” 

And raising her sightless eyes on high, she added : 

“When shall I follow!” 



CHAPTER III 

COMPLIOATIONS 


RSUS was stunned. 

He had not sustained the illusion. 

Was it the fault of ventriloquism ? Certainly not. He 
had succeeded in deceiving Fibi and Vinos, who had eyes, 
although he had not deceived Dea, who was blind. It was because Fibi 
and Vinos saw with their eyes, while Dea saw with her heart. He 
could not utter a word. He thought to himself. Bos in lingm. The 
troubled man has an ox on his tongue. 

In his complex emotions, humiliation was the fii'st which dawned 
on him. Ursus, driven out of his last I'esource, pondered. 

“ I lavish my onomatopies in vain.” 

Then, like every dreamer, he I’eviled himself. 

“ What a frightful failure ! I wore myself out in a pure loss of 
imitative hannony. But what is to be done next ? ” 

He looked at Dea. She was silent, and gi’ew paler every moment, 
as she stood irerfectly motionless. Her sightless eyes remained fixed in 
depths of thought. 

Fortunately, something happened. Ui’sus saw Master Nirdess in 
the yainl, with a caudle in his hand, beckoning to him. 

Master Nicless had not assisted at the end of the phantom comedy 
played by Ursrrs. Soitre one had happened to knock at the door of the 
inn. Master Nicless had gone to open it. There had been two knocks, 
and twice Master Nicless had disappeared. Ur'sus, absorbed by his 
hundred-voiced monologue, had not observed his absence. 

On the mute call of Master Nicless, Ursus descended. 

He appoached the tavern-keeper. Ursus put his finger on his lips. 
Master Nicless put his finger on his lips. 

The two looked at each other thus. 
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Each seemed to say to the other, “ We will talk, bat we will hold 
our tongues.” 

The tavern-keeper silently opened the door of the lower room of 
the tavern. Master Nicless entered. TJrsus entered. There was no one 
there except these two. On the side looking on the street, both doors 
and window-shutters were closed. 

The tavern-keeper pushed the door behind biin, and shut it in the 
face of the inquisitive Govicum. 

Master Nicless placed the candle on the table. 

A low, whispering dialogue began. 

“ Master TJrsus f ” 

“ Master Nicless ? ” 

“I undei’stand at last.” 

“Nonsense!” 

“Tou wished the poor blind girl to think that all was gomg on as 
usual.” 

“ There is no law against my beuig a ventiiloquist.” 

“ You are a clever fellow.” 

“No.” 

“ It is wonderful how you manage all that you wish to do.” 

“ I tell you, it is not.” 

“ Now, I have something to tell you.” 

“ Is it about politics I ” 

“ I don’t know.” 

“ Because in that case I could not listen to you.” 

“ Look here ; whilst you were playing actors and audience by your- 
self, some one knocked at the door of the tavern.” 

“ Some one knocked at the door 1 ” 

“ Yes.” 

“ I don’t like that.” 

“ Nor I, either.” 

“And then?” 

“ And then I opened it.” 

“ Who was it that knocked f ” 

“ Some one who spoke to me.” 

“ What did he say f ” 

“ I listened to him.” , 

“ What did you answer f ” 

“ Nothing. I came back to see you play.” 

“And f” 

“ Some one knocked a second time.” 

“ Who — ^the same person I ” 
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“No, another.” 

“ Some one else to speak to you I ” 

“ Some one who said nothing.” 

“ I like that better.” 

“ I do not.” 

“ Explain yourself, Master Nicless.” 

“ Guess who called the first time.” 

“ I have no leisure to be an CEdipus.” 

“ It was the proprietor of the circus.” 

“ Over the way ? ” 

“ Over the way.” 

“ Whence comes all that fearful music. Well ? ” 

“ W ell, Master Ursus, he makes you a proposal.” 

“ A proposal f ” 

“ A lU’oposal.” 

“Why?” 

“ Because ” 

“ You have an advantage over me. Master Nicless ; just now you 
solved my enigma, and now I cannot understand yours.” 

“ The propiietor of the circus commissioned me to tell you that he 
had seen the cortege of police pass this morning, and that he, the propri- 
etor of the circus, wishing to i)rove that ho is your friend, offers to buy 
of you, for fifty x>ounds, ready money, your caravan, the gi'eeu box, 
your tw'o horses, yoiu* trumpets, with the women that blow them, your 
play, with the blind girl who sings in it, your wolf, ‘and yourself.” 

ITrsus smiled a haughty smile. 

“ lTin-keex)er, tell the i)roprietor of the circus that Gwynplaine is 
coming bae.k.” 

The inn-keeper took something from a chair in the darkness, and 
turning towards Ursus with both ai*ms raised, dangled from one hand 
a cloak, and from the other a leather collar, a felt hat, and a jacket. 

And Master Nicless said : 

“ The man who knocked the second time was connected with the 
police ; he came in and left without saying a word, and brought these 
things.” 

Ursus recognized the collar, the jacket, the hat, and the cloak of 
Gwynplaine. 




CHAPTER IV 


MOSNIBUS SUBDIS CAMFANA MUTA 

!(SnS smoothed the felt of the hat, touched the cloth of the 
cloak, the serge of the coat, the leather of the collar, and no 
longer able to doubt whose garments they were, with a gest- 
ure at once brief and imperative, and without saying a 
word, pointed to the door of the inn. 

Master Nicless opened it. 

TJrsus rushed out of the tavern. 

Mastw Nicless looked after him, and saw Ursus run as fast as his 
old legs would allow, in the direction taken that morning by the wapen- 
take who carried off Gwynplaine. 

A quarter of an hour afterwards, Ursus, out of breath, reached the 
little street in which stood the back wicket of the Southwark jail, which 
he had already watched so many hours. This alley was lonely enough 
at all hours, but if dreary during the day, it was portentous in the night. 
No one ventured through it after a certain hour. It seemed as though 
people feared that the walls should close in, and that if the prison or 
the cemeteiy took a fancy to embrace, they should be crushed in their 
clasp. Such are the effects of darkness. The pollard willows of the 
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ruelle Yauvert in Paris was thus ill-famed. It was said that during the 
night the stumps of those trees changed into great hands, and caught 
hold of the passers-by. 

By instinct the Southwark fcdks shunned, as we have already men- 



tioned, this alley between a prison ami a chui-ch-yai-d. Formerly it 
had been barricaded during the night by an iron chain. Very use- 
lessly ; because the strongest chain which guarded the street was the 
terror it inspired. 

Ursus entei'ed it resolutely 

What inteution possessed him ? None. 
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He came into the alley to seek intelligenle. 

Was he going to knock at the gate of the jail? Certainly not. 
Such an expedient, at once fearful and vain, had no place in his brain. 
To attempt to introduce himself to demand an explanation. What 
folly ! Prisons do not open to those who wish to enter, any more than 
to those who desire to get out. Their hinges never turn except by law. 
Ursus knew this. Why, then, had he come there? To see. To see 
what ? Nothing. Who can tell ? Even to be opposite the gate through 
which Gwyuplaine had disappeared, was something. 

Sometimes the blackest and most rugged of walls whispers, and 
some light escapes through a cranny. A vague glimmering is now and 
then to be perceived through solid and sombre piles of building. Even 
to examine the envelope of a fact may be to some purpose. The instinct 
of us all is to leave between the fact which interests us and ourselves 
but the thinnest possible covei’. Therefore it was that Ursus returned 
to the alley in which the lower entitiuce to the prison was situated. 

Just as he entered it he heaid one stroke of the tdock, then a 
second. 

“ Hold,” thought he ; “ can it be midnight already ? ” 

Mechanically he set himself to count. 

“ Three, four, five.” 

He mused. 

“ At what long intervals this clock strikes ! — ^how slowly ! 8ix ; 
seven ! ” 

Then he remarked ; 

“ What a melancholy sound ! Eight, nine ! Ah ! nothing can be 
more natural; it’s dull work for a clock to live in a prison. Ten! 
Besides, there is the cemeteiy. This clock sounds the hour to the 
living, and eternity to the dead. Eleven ! Alas ! to strike the hour to 
him who is not free, is also to chronicle an eternity I Twelve ! 

He paused. 

“ Yes, it is midnight.” 

The clock struck a thirteenth stroke. 

Ursus shuddered. 

“ Thirteen ! ” 

Then followed a fourteenth ; then a fifteenth. 

“What can this mean 

The strokes continued at long intervals. Ursus listened. 

“ It is not the striking of a clock; it is the bell Muta. No wonder 
I said. How long it takes to strike midnight. This clock does not 
strike ; it tolls. What fearful thing is about to take place ? ” 

Formerly ail prisons, and all monasteries, had a bell called Muta, 
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reserved for melancholy ^Mcasions. La Muta (the mute) was a beU 
which struck very low, as if doing its best not to be heard. 

Ursus had reached the comer which he had found so convenient 
for his watch, and whence he had been able, during a gimt part of the 
day, to keep his eye on the prison. 

The sti’okes followed each other at lugubrious inteiwals. 

A knell makes an ugly punctuation in space. It breaks the preoc- 
cupation of the mind into funereal paragraphs. A knell, like a man’s 
death-rattle, notifies an agony. If in th(‘ bouses about the neigborbood 
where a knell is tolled there are reveries straying in doubt, its sound 
cuts them into rigid fragments. A vague reverie is a sort of refuge. 
Some indefinable dififuseness in anguish allows now and then a ray of 
hope to pierce thmugh it. A kiieU is precise and desolating. It (!on- 
ceiitrates this diffusion of thought, and precipitates the vapors in which 
anxiety seeks to remain in suspense. A knell si»eaks to each one in the 
sense of his own giief or of his own feai’. Tragic bell ! it concerns you. 
It is a warning to you. There is nothing so droaiy as a monologue on 
w'hich its cadence falls. The even i*etimis of sound seem to show a 
j)Ui1>ose. Wliat is it that this liummer, the bell, forges on the anvil of 
thought f 

Ursus counted, vaguely and without motive, the tolling of the 
knell. Feeling that his thoughts were sliding from him, he made an 
effoi't not to let them slip into conjecture. Conjectm’e is an inclined 
l)lane, on which we slip too far to bo to our own advantage. Still, what 
was the meaning of the bell ? 

lie looked through the darkness in the direction in which he knew 
the gate of the prison to be. 

Suddenly, in that veiy spot which looked like a dark hole, a red- 
ness showed. The redness grew larger, and became a light. 

There was no unceidainty about it. It soon took a form and 
angles. The gate of the jail had just turned on its hinges. The 
glow j>ainted the arch and the jambs of the door. It was a yawning 
rather than an oi)euing. A prison does not open; it yawns — per- 
haps from ennui. Through the gate passed a man with a torch in 
his hand. 

The bell rang on. Ursus felt his attention fascinated by two 
objects. He watched, — his ear the knell, his eye the torch. Behind the 
first man the gate, which had been ajar, enlai’ged the opening suddenly, 
and allowed egress to two other men ; then to a fourth. This fourth 
.was the wapentake, clearly visible in the light of the torch. In his 
grasp was his iron staff. 

Following the wapentake, there filed find oi)ened out below the 
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gateway in order, two by two, with the rigidity of a series of walking 
posts, ranks of silent men. 

This nocturnal procession stepped through the wicket in file, like 
a procession of penitents, without any solution of continuity, with a 
funereal care to make no noise, gravely — almost gently; a serpent issues 
from its hole with similar precautions. 

The torch threw out their profiles and attitudes into relief. Fierce 
looks, sullen attitudes. 

Ursus recognized the faces of the police who had that moniing 
carried off Gwynplaine. • 

There was no donbt about it. They were the same. Thej' wei-e 
re-appearing. 

Of course, Gwynplaine would also re-appear. They Inwl led him to 
that place. They would bring him back. 

It was all quite clear. 

TJrsus strained his eyes t«» the utmost. Would they set Gwynplaine 
at liberty f 

The files of police fiowed from the low arch very slowly, and, as it 
were, drop by drop. The toll of the bell was uninterruijted, and seemed 
to mark their steps. On leaving the prison, the procession turned their 
backs on TJrsus, went to the right, into the bend of the street opposite 
to that in which he was posted. 

A second torch shone under the gateway, announcing the end of 
the procession. 

TJrsus was now about to see what they were bringing with them. 
The prisoner. The man. 

TJrsus was soon, he thought, to see Gwynplaine. 

That which they carried appeared. 

It was a bier. 

Four men carried a bier, covered with black cloth. 

Behind them came a man, with a shovel on his shoulder. 

A third lighted torch, held by a man reading a book, probably the 
chapldn, closed the procession. 

# The bier followed the ranks of the police, who had turned to the 
right. 

Just at that moment the head of the procession stopped. 

TJrsus heard the grating of a key. 

Opposite the prison, in the low wall which ran along the other side 
of the street, another opening was illuminated by a torch passing be- 
neath it. 

This gate, over which a death’s head was placed, was that of the 
cemetery. 
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The wapentake passed through it, then the men, then the second 
torch. The procession decreased therein, like a reptile entering his 
retreat. 

The files of police penetrated into that other darkness which was 
beyond the gate ; then the biei* ; then the man with the spade ; then 
the chaplain with his torch and his book, and the gate closed. 

There was nothing left but a haze of light above the wall. 

A muttering was heard. Then some dull sounds. Doubtless the 
chaplain and the grave-digger. The one throwing on the cofldn some 
verses of Scripture, the other some clods of earih. 

The muttering ceased; the heavy sounds ceased. A movement 
was made. The torches shone. The w'apentake re-appeai'ed, holding 
high his weapon, under the re-opened gate of the cemetery ; then the 
chaplain with his book, and the gi*ave-digger with his spade. The 
cortege i*e-appeared without the coflSn. 

Tlie files of men crossed over in the same order, with the same 
taciturnity, and in the opposite direction. The gate of the cemetery 
closed. That of the prison oi>eued. Its sepulchral architecture stood 
out against the light. The obsem-ity of the passage became vaguely 
visible. The solid and deep night of the jail was revealed to sight ; 
then the 'whole vision disappeared in the depths of shadow. 

The knell ceased. All was locked in silence. A sinister incar- 
ceration of shadows. 

A vanished vision ; nothing more. 

A passage of spectres, which had disappeared. 

The logical arrangement of surmises builds up something which at 
least resembles evidence. To the arrest of G-wynplaine, to the secret 
mode of his capture, to the return of his garments by the police ofl&cer, 
to the death bell of the prison to which he had been conducted, was now 
added, or rather adjusted, — ^portentous circumstance— a coffin carried 
to the gi*ave. 

“ He is dead ! ” cried Ursus. 

He sank down upon a stone. 

“ Dead ! They have killed him ! Q-wynplaine ! My child ! My son 1 ” 

And he burst into passionate sobs. 



CHAPTER V 

STATE POLICY DEALS WITH LITTLE MATTERS AS WELL AS WITH GREAT 


RSUS, alas! had boasted that he liad uever wept. His 
reservoir of tears was full Such plenitude as is a<;cumu- 
lated drop on drop, sorrow on son-ow, thi*ough a long exist- 
ence, is not to be poured out in a moment. TJrsus wept long. 

The first tear is a letting out of waters. He wept for Gwyiiidaine, 
for Dea, for himself, TJrsus, for Homo. He wept like a child. He wept 
like an old man. He wept for everything at which he had ever laughed. 
He paid off arrears. Man is never nonsuited when he 2>leads his right 
to tears. 

The corpse they liad just buiied was Hai’dquanonue’s ; but Ursus 
could not know that. 

The hours crept on. 

Day began to break. The pale clothing of the morning vras spread 
out, dimly creased with shadow, over the bowling-green. The dawn 
lighted up the front of the Tadcaster Inn. Mastei* Nic,le.ss had not gone 
to bed, because sometimes the same occiUTence produces sleejdessness 
in many. 

Troubles radiate in every dii'ection. Throw a stone in the water, 
and count the splashes. 

Master Nicless felt himself impeached. It is very disagreeable that 
such things should happen in one’s house. Master Nicless, uneasy, and 
foreseeing misfortunes, meditated. He regretted having received such 
people into his house. Had he but known that they would end by get- 
ting him into mischief ! But the question was how to get rid of them ? 
He had given TJrsus a lease. What a blessing if he could fi'ee himself 
from it. How should iie set to work to drive them out ? 

Suddenly the door ^ the inn resounded with one of those tumult- 

1G4 





THE MAE WHO LAUGHS. 


165 


uous knocks which in England announces “ Somebody ” Tlio gamut 
of knocking corresponds with the ladder of hierarchy. 

It was not quite the knock of a lord; but it was the knock of a 
justice. 



The trembling inn-keeper half opened his window. There was, 
indeed, the magistrate. Master Nicless i)ereeived at the door a body of 
police, from the head of which two men detached themselves, one of 
whom was the justice of the quorum. 

Master Nicless had seen the justice of the quorum that morning, 
and recognized him. 
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He did not know the other, who was a fat gentleman, with a 
waxen-eolored face, a fashionable wig, and a traveling cloak. 

Nicless was much afraid of the first of these persons, the justice of 
the quorum. Had he been of the court, he would have feared the other 
most, because it was Barldlphedro. 

One of the subordinates knocked at the door again, violently. 

The inn-keeper, with great drops of perspiration on his brow, from 
anxiety, opened it. 

. The justice of the quorum, in the tone of a man who is employed 
in matters of police, and who is well acquainted with various sh^es of 
vagrancy, raised his voice, and asked, severely, for — 

“ Master Ursus ! ” 

The host, cap in hand, replied : 

“Your honor; he lives here.” 

“ I know it,” said the justice. 

“ No doubt, yom* honor.” 

“ Tell him to come down.” 

“ Your honor, he is not here.” 

“ Where is he f ” 

“ I do not know.” 

“ How is that J ” 

“ He has not come in.” 

“ Then he must have gone out very early I ” 

“No; but he went out very late.” 

“ What vagabonds ! ” replied the justice. 

“ Your honor,” said Master Nicless, softly, “ hero he comes.” 

Ursus, indeed, had just come in sight, round a turn of the wall. 
He was returning to the inn. He had passed neai’ly the whole night 
between the jail, where at midday ho had seen Uwynplaine, and the 
cemetery, where at midnight he had heard the grave ^led up. He was 
paUid with two palloi's — that of soitow and of twili^t. 

Dawn, which is light in a chrysalis state, leaves even those forms 
which are in movement, in the uncertainty of night. Ursus, wan and 
indistinct, walked slowly, like a man in a dream. 

In the wild distraction produce<l by agony of mind, he had left the 
inn with his head bare. He had not even found out that he had no hat 
on. His spare, gray locks fluttered in the wind. His open eyes appeared 
sightless. Often whe.u awake we are asleep, and as often when asleep 
we are awake. 

Ursus looked like a lunatic. 

“ Master Ursus,” cried the inn-keeper, “come; their honors desire 
to speak to yom” 
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Master Nidess, iu his eudeavor to soften matters down, let slip, 
although he would gladly have omitted, this plural, their honoi-s — re- 
spectful to the gi-oup, but mortifying perhaps, to the chief, confounded 
therein, to some degree, with his subordinates. 

TJrsus started like a man falling off a bed, on which he was sound 
asleep. 

“ What is the matter ? ” said he. 

He saw the police, and at the head of the police the justice. 

A fresh and rude shock. 

But a short time ago, the wapentake, now the justi<*e of the quoram. 
He seemed to have been cast from one to the other, as ships by some 
reefs of which we have read iu old stones. 

The justice of the quol^ml uuide him a sign to enter the tavern. 

Ursus obeyed. 

CTOvicum, who hud just got up, and who was sweeping the roo m, 
stopjied his work, got into a conier behind the tables, put down his 
broom, and held his breath. Ho plunged his fingers into his hair, and 
scratched his head, a symptom which indicated attention to what was 
about to occur. 

The justice of the quorum sat down on a form, before a table. 
Barkilphedro took a chair. Ursus and Master Nicless remained stand- 
ing. The police officers, loft outside, grouped themselves iu front of the 
closed door. 

The ju.stice of the quoiiun fixeil his eye, full of the law, upon Ursus. 
He said : 

“ You hav'e a wolf.” 

Ursus answered : 

“ Not exactly.” 

“You have a wolf,” eontiuue<l the justi<*e, emi>hasizing “wolf” 
with a decided accent. 

Uraus answered : 

“ You see 

And he was silent. 

“ A misdemeanor ! ” replied the justice. 

Ursus hazarded an excuse : 

“ He is my seiwant.” 

The justice placed his hand flat on the table, with his fingers 
spread out, which is a veiy fine gesture of authority. 

“ Men*y-andrew ! to-moii'ow by this hour, you and your wolf must 
have left England. If not, the wolf will be seized, earned to the reg- 
ister office, and killed.” 
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Ufsus thought, “More mui’derl” but he breathed not a syllable, 
and was satisfied with ti'embling in every limb. 

“ You hear f ” said the justice. 

Ursus nodded. 

The justice persisted : 

“ Killed.” 

There was silence. 

“ Strangled, or drowned.” 

The justice of the quorum watche<l TTrsus. 

“ And youreelf in prison.” 

Ursus murmured : 

“ Your worship ! ” 

“ Be off before to-morrow moniing ; if not, such is the oitier.” 

“ Your worship ! ” 

“What?” 

“ Must we leave England, he and I ? ” 

“Yes.” 

“ To-day ? ” 

“ To-day.” 

“ What is to done ? ” 

Master Nicless was happy. The magistrate, whom he had feared, 
had come to his aid. The police had acted as auxiliary to him, Nicless. 
They had delivered him from “ such people.” The means he had sought 
were brought to him. Ui'sus, whom he wanted to get rid of, Avas being 
driven away by the police, a superior authority. Nothing to object to. 
He was delighted. He interrupted : 

“ Your honor, that man "" 

He pointed to Ursus with his finger. 

“That man wants to know how he is to leave England to-day. 
Nothing can be easier. There are night and day at anchor on the 
Thames, both on this and on the other side of London Bridge, vessels 
that sail to the continent. They go frem England to Denmark, to Hol- 
land, to Spain ; not to France, on account of the wai-, but everywhere 
else. To-night seveial ships will sail, about one o’clock in the morning, 
which is the hour of high tide, and, amongst othei’s, the Vograat of 
Rotterdam.” 

The justice of the quoinm made a movemeixt of his shoulder 
towai'ds Ursus. 

“ Be it so. Leave by the first ship — ^by the Vograat? 

“ Your worahip,” said Ursus. 

“Well!” 
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“ Your worship, if I had, as formerly, only my little box on wheels, 
it might be done. A boat would contain that, but 

“ But what ? ” 

“But now I have got the Green Box, which is a great caravan 
drawn by two horses, and however wide the ship might be, we could 
not get it into her.” 

“What is that to nief” said tho justice. “The wolf will be 
killed.” 

Ursus shuddered, as if he were grasped by a hand of ice. 

“ Monsters I ” he thought. “ Murdering people is theii* way of 
settling ^natters.” 

The inn-keeper smiled, and addi’essed Ursus :■ 

“ Master Ursus, you can sell the Green Box.” 

Ursus looked at Nicless. 

“ Master Ursus, you have the oflEer.” 

“ From whom ? ” 

“ An offer for the caravan, an offer for the two horses, an offer for 
the two gypsy-women, an offer 

“ From whom ? ” repeated Ursus. 

“ From the proprietor of the neighboring ch’cus.” 

Ursus remembered it. 

“ It is true.” 

Master Xicless turned to the justice of the quorum. 

“ Yoiu’ honor, the bargain can be completed to-day. The proprietor 
of the circus close by wishes to buy the caravan and the horses.” 

“Tho projnietor of the circus is right,” said the justice; “because 
he will soon require them. A caravan and horses will be useful to him. 
He, too, will depart to-day. The reverend gentlemen of tho parish of 
Southw'ark have complained of the indecent riot in Tarrinzeau Field. 
The sheriff has taken his measures. To-night there will not be a single 
jugglei-’s booth in the place. There must be an end of all these scan- 
dals. The houoi’able gentleman who deigns to be here present ^ 

The justice of the quoram inten*upted his speech to salute Barkil- 
phedro, who returned the bow. 

“The honorable gentleman who deigns to be present, has just 
arrived from Windsor. He brings orders. Her Majesty has said, ‘ It 
must be swept away.’ ” 

Ursus, during his long meditation all night, had not failed to put 
himself some questions. After all, he had only seen a bier. Could he 
be sure that it contained Gwynplaine ? Other people might have died 
besides Gwynplaine. A coffin does not announce the name of the 
corpse, as it passes by. A funeral had followed the arrest of Gwyu- 
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plaine. That proved nothing. Post hoc, turn propter hoc, etc. TTrsus 
had begun to doubt. 

Hope bums and glimmers over misery like naphtha over water. 
Its hoveling flame ever floats over human soitow. _ Ursus had come to 
this conclusion, “It is probable that it was Gwynplaine whom they 
buried, but it is not certain. Who knows! — ^perhaps Gwynplaine is 
stiU alive.” 

Ursus bowed to the justice. 

“ Honorable judge, I will go away, we will go away, aU will go 
away, by the Vograat, of Rotterdam, to-day. I will sell the Ureen Box, 
the horses, the tmmpets, the gypsies. But I have a comrade, whom I 
cannot leave behind— ‘Gwynplaine.” 

“ GwjTiplaine is dead,” said a voice. 

Ursus felt a cold sensation, such as is pi-odueed by a reptile crawl- 
ing over the skin. It was Barkilphedro who had just spoken. 

The last gleam was extinguished. No more doubt now. Gwyn- 
plaine was dead. A person in authority must know. This one looked 
ill-favored enough to do so. 

Ursus bowed to him. 

Master Nicless was a good-hearted man enough, but a dreadful 
cowal'd. Once terrified, he became a bratc. The gieatest cmelty is 
that inspired by fear. 

He growled out : 

“ This simplifies matters.” 

And he indulged, standing behind Ursus, in mbbing his hands, a 
peculiarity of the selfish, signifying, “ I am well out of it,” and sug- 
gestive of Pontius Pilate washing liis hands. 

Ursus, overwhelmed, bent down his head. 

The sentence on Gwynplaine had been executed ; Death. His sen- 
tence was pronounced : Exile. Nothing remained but to obey. He felt 
as in a dream. 

Some one touched his arm. It was the other person, who was with 
the justice of the quorum. Ursus shuddered. 

The voice which had said, “ Gwynplaine is dead,” whispered in his 

ear: 

“ Here are ten guineas, sent you by one who wishes you well.” 

And Barkilphedro placed a little purse on a table before Ursus. 
We must not forget the casket that Barkilphedro had taken with 
him. 

Ten guineas out of two thousand ! It was all that Barkilphedro 
could make up his mind to part with. In all conscience it was enough. 
If he had given more, he would have lost. He had taken the trouble of 
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finding out a lord ; and having sunk the shaft, it was but fair that the 
first proceeds of the mine should belong to him. Those who see mean- 
ness in the act are right, but they would be wrong to feel astonished. 
Barkilphedro loved money, especially money which was stolen. An 



envious man is an avaricious one. Barkilphedro was not without his 
faults. The commission of crimes does not preclude the possession of 
vices. Tigers have their lice. 

Besides, he belonged to the school of Bacon. 

Barkilphedro turned towards the justice of the quorum, and said to 
him: 


172 


THE MAH ^VHO LAUGHS. 


" Sir, be so good as to conclude this matter. I am in haste. A 
carriage and horses belonging to her Majesty await me. I must go full 
gallop to Windsor, for I must be there within two hours’ time. I have 
intelligence to give and orders to take.” 

The justice of the quorum arose. 

’ He went to the door, which was only latched, opened it, and, look- 
ing silently towards the police, beckoned to them authoritatively. They 
entered with that silence wHch heralds severity of action. 

Master Nioless — satisfied with the rapid denoneinent which cut short 
his difficulties — liharmed to be out of the entangled skein, was afraid, 
when he saw the muster of officers, that they were going to apprehend 
Ursus in his house. Two airests — one after the other — ^made in his 
house, first that of Gwynplaiiie, then that of Ursus, might be injurious 
to the inn. Customei’s dislike police raids. 

Here, then, was a time for a respectful appeal, sui)pliant and gen- 
erous. Master Nicless turned toward the justice of the (pionnn a smil- 
ing face, in which confidence was tempeied by respect. 

“ Your honor, I venture to observe to your honor, that these honor- 
able gentlemen, the police officers, might be dispensejl with now tliat 
the wolf is about to be carried away from England, and that this man, 
Ursus, makes no resistance ; and since your honor’s orders are being 
punctually carried out, your honor will consider that the I’esjM^ctablo 
business of the police, so necessary to the good of the kingdom, does 
great harm to an establishment, and that my house is innocent. The 
merry-andiws of the Green Box having been swept away, as her 
Majesty says, there is no longer any criminal here, as I do not suppose 
that the blind ^1 and the two women are criminals ; therefore, I im- 
plore your honor to deign to shorten your august visit, and to dismiss 
these worthy gentlemen who have just entered, because there is nothing 
for them to do in my house ; and, if your honor will pennit me to prove 
the justice of my speech under the fonn of a humble question, I will 
prove the inutility of these revere<l gentlemen’s presence by asking 
your honor, if the man, Ursus, obeys orders, and deiwirts, avIio thei-«; 
can be to arrest here f ” 

“ Yourself,” said the justice. 

A man does not argue with a sword which runs him through and 
through. Master Nicless subsided — he cared not on what, on a table, 
on a form, on anything that happened to be there— prostrate. 

The justice raised his voice, so that if there were people outside, 
they might hear. 

‘^Master Nicless Plumptree, keeper of this tavern, this is the last 
{Mint to be settled. ,This mountebank and the wolf are vagabonds. 
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They are driveu away. But the pereon most in fault is yom’self. It is 
in your house, and with your consent, that the law has been violated ; 
and you, a man license^ invested with a public responsibility, have 
established the scandal here. Master Nicless, your license is taken 
away ; you must pay the penalty, and go to piison.” 

The policemen surrounded the inn-keeper. 

The justice continued, jiointing out Govicum : 

“ AiTCst that boy as an accomplice.” 

The hand of an officer fell upon the collar of Govicum, who looked 
at him inquisitively. The boy was not much alarmed, scarcely under- 
standing the occiiiTence ; having already observed many things out of 
the way, he wondered if this were the end of the comedy. 

The justice of the quorum torched his hat down on his head, crossed 
his hands on his stomach, which is the height of majesty, and added : 

“ It is decided. Master Nicless ; you are to be taken to prison, and 
l»ut into jail, you and the boy ; and this house, the Tadcaster Inn, is to 
remain shut up, condemned and closed. For the sake of examide. 
Upon which, you will follow us.” 



BOOK VII 
THE TITANESS 


CHAPTER I 


THE AWAKENING 


It seemed to Owynplaine, as ho watolied the 
Corleone Lodge, while the things 
mSI we have related wei-e occurring at the Tadcaster 
^ Inn, that the call came from without — ^but it came 

Who has not heard the deej) clamors of the 

Moreover, the morning was dawning. 

' Aurora is a voice. 

Of what use is the sun, if not to re-awaken that dark sleeper — the 
conscience t 


Light and virtue are akin. 

Whether the god be called Christ or Love, there is at times an hour 
when he is forgotten, even by the best. All of us, even the saints, re- 
quire a voice to remind us, and the dawn speaks to us, like a sublime 
monitor. Conscience calls out before duty, as the cock crows before the 
dawn of day. 

That chaos, the human heart, hears the Fiat Lux! 

Owynplaine — ^we will continue thus to call him ; Clancharlie is a 
lord, Gwynplaine is a man — C-wynplaine felt as if brought back to life. 
It was time that the artery was bound up. 
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For awhile his virtue had spread its wings and flown away. 

“ And Dea ! ” he said. 

Then he felt through his veins a generous transfusion. Something 
healthy and tumultuous rushed upon him. The violent iiTuption of good 
thoughts is like the roturu home of a man who has not his key, and 
who forces his own lock honestly. It is an escalade ; but an escalade 
of good. It is a burglary ; but a burglary of evil. 

“ Dea ! Dea ! Dea ! ” rei)eated he. 

He strove to assure himself of his heai*t’s strength. And he put 
the question with a loud voice — “ Where are you ? ” 

He almost wondered that no one answered him. 

Then again, gazing on the walls and the ceiling, with wandering 
thoughts, through which reason retruned. 

“ Wlrere are you ? Whor’e am I ! ” 

And in the chamber which was his cage, he began to walk again, 
to arrd fro, like a wild beast in captivity. 

“ AVhero am I ? At Windsor; and you ? in Southwark. Alas ! this 
is the first time that there has been distance between us. Who has 
dug this grrlf ? 1 hero, thou there. Oh ! it cannot be ; it shall not be ! 
What is this that they have done to me 

He stopped. 

“ Who talked to me of the queen ? What do I know of such thiugs? 
T ciiangcd ! Why t Because I am a lorrL Do you know what has hap- 
jicncd, D<‘a t You are a lady. What has come to pass is astounding. 
Mj’ business now is to get back into my right road. Who is it who led 
me astray ? There is a man who spoke to me mysteriously. I remem- 
ber the words which he addressed to me: ‘My lord, when one door 
opens another is shut. That which you have left behind is no longer 
yoru-s.’ In other words, you are a coward. That man, the miserable 
wretch ! said that to me before I was well awake. He took advantage 
of my firet moment of astonishment. I was as it were a prey to him. 
Where is he that I may insult him ! He spoke to me with the evil smile 
of a demon. But see, I am myself again. That is well. They deceive 
themselves if they think that they can do what they like with Lord 
Olancharlie, a peer of Englan d. Yes, with a peeress, who is Dea! 
Conditions! Shall I accept them! The queen. What is the queen to 
me, I never saw her. I am not a lord to be made a slave. I enter my 
position unfettered. Did they think they had imchained me for noth- 
ing! They have unm uzz led me. That is all. Dea! Ursus! we are 
together. That which you were, I was. That which I am, you are. 
Come. No. I will go to you dh’ectly — directly. I have already 
waited too long. What can they think, not seeing me return ! That 
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money I When I think I sent them that money ! It was myself that 
they wanted. I remember the man said that I could not leave this 
place. We shall see that. Come I a carriage, a carriage ! put to the 
horses. I am going to look for them. Where are the servants? I 
ought to have servants here since I am lord. I am master here. This 
is my house. I will twist off the bolts, I will break the locks, I will 
kick down the doors, I will run my sword through the body of any one 
who bars my passage. I should like to see who shall stop me. I have 
a wife, and she is Dea. I have a father, who is Ursus. My house is a 
palace, and I give it to Ursus. My name is a diadem, and I give it to 
Dea. Quick, directly, Dea, I am coming — ^yes, you may be sure that I 
shall soon stride across the intervening space ! ” 

And raising the first piece of tapestiy he came to, he rushed from 
the chamber impetuously. 

He found himself in a corridor. 

He went straight forward. 

A second corridor opened out before him. 

All the doors were open. 

He walked on at random, from chamber to chamber, from passage 
to passage, seeking an exit. 



CHAPTER II 

THE RESEMHLANC^E OF A PALAOE TO A WOOD 


palaces after the Italian fashion, and Corleone Lf)dg:e was 
one, thei’e were very few doors, but abundance of tapestiy 
screens and curtained doorways. 

Ill every palace of that date there was a wonderful lab- 
yrinth of chambers and coiTidors, where luxury ran riot ; gilding?, mar- 
ble, caiwed wainscoting. Eastern silks ; nooks and corners, some secret 
and dark as night, others light and pleasant as the day. There were 
atti(*s, richly and brightly furnished ; burnished recesses, shining with 
Dutch tiles and Portuguese azulejos. The tops of the high windows 
were converted into small I’ooms and glass attics, forming jiretty haliit- 
able lanterns. The thickness of the walls was such that there were 
rooms within them. Here and there were closets, nominally wardrobes. 
They were called “ The Little Rooms.’’ It was within them that evil 
deeds were hatched. 

When a Duke of G-uise had to be killed, the pretty Presideiite of 
Sylvecane abducted, or the cries of little girls brought thither by Lebel, 
smothered, such i»laces were convenient for the purpose. They were 
labyrinthine chambers, impracticable to a stranger; scenes of abduc- 
tions ; unknown depths, I'eceptacles of mysterious disappearances. In 
those elegant caverns princes and lords stored their plunder. In such 
a i)lace the Count de Charolais hid Madame Courchamp, the wife of the 
Clerk of the Privy Council ; Monsieur de Monthule, the daughter of 
Haudry, the farmer of la Croix Saint Leiifroy ; the Prince de Conti, the 
two beaj;Ltiful baker women of I’lle Adam ; the Duke of Buckingham, 
poor Pennywell, etc. The deeds done there were such as were desig- 
nated by the Roman law as committed vi^ vlam^ et prccario — ^by force, in 
secret, and for a short time. Once in, an occupant remained there till 
the master of the house decreed his or her release. They were gilded 
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oubliettes, savoring both of the cloister and the harem. Their stair- 
cases twisted, turned, ascended, and descended. A zig-zag of rooms, 
one running into another, led back to the starting point. A gallery 
terminated in a oratory. A confessional was grafted on to an alcove. 
Perhaps the architects of “ the little rooms,” building for royalty and 
aristocracy, took as models the ramifications of coral beds, and the 
openings in a sponge. The branches became a labyrinth. Pictures 
turning on false panels were exits and entrances. They were full of 
stage contrivances, and no wonder — considering the dramas that were 
played there I The fioors of these hives reached from the cellars to the 
attics. Quaint madrepore inlaying every palace, from Versailles down- 
wards, like cells of pigmies in dwelling-places of Titans. Passages, 
niches, alcoves, and secret recesses. All sorts of holes and corners, in 
wliich was stored away the meanness of the gi*eat. 

These winding and narrow passages recalled games, blindfolded 
eyes, hands feeling in the dark, suppressed laughter, blind man’s buff, 
hide and seek, while, at the same time, they suggested memories of tin* 
Atrides, of the Plantagenets, of the Medicis, of the bratal knights of 
Eltz, of Kizzio, of Monaldeschi ; of naked swords, pursuing the fugitive 
flying from room to room. 

The ancients, too, had mysterious retreats of the same kind, in 
which luxuiy was adapted to enormities. The pattern has been pre- 
served undergi'ound in some sepulchres in Egypt, notably in the tomb 
of King Psammetichus, discovered by Passalacqua. The ancient poets 
have recorded the horrors of these suspicious buildings. Error cirenm- 
flexus. Locus implicitus gyris. 

Gwynplaine was in the little rooms ” of Corleone Lodge. He was 
burning to be off, to get outside, to see Dea again. The maze of pas- 
sages and alcoves, with secret and bewildering doors, checked and 
retarded his progress. He strove to run, he was obliged to wander. He 
thought that he had but one door to thrust open, while he had a skein 
of doors to unravel. To one room succeeded another. Then a cross- 
way, with rooms on cveiy side. 

Not a living creature was to be seen. He listened. Not a 
sound. 

At times he thought that he must be returning towards his start- 
ing-point. Then, that he^ saw some one approaching. It was no one. 
It was only the reflection of himself in a mirror, dressed as a noble- 
man. That he? — Impossible! Then he recognized himself, but not 
at once. 

He explored eveiy passage that he came to. 
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He examined the quaint an'angemeuts of the rambling building, 
and their yet quainter fittings. Here, a cabinet, painted and carved in 
a sentimental, but vicious style; there, an equivocal-looking chapel, 
studded "with enamels and mother-of-pearl, with miniatures on ivory 
wrought out in relief, like those on old-fashioned snuff-boxes; thei'e. 



one of those pretty Florentine retreats, adapted to the hypochondriasis 
of women, and even then called boudoirs. Eveiy where — on the ceilings, 
on the walls, and on the veiy floors — ^were representations, in velvet or 
metal, of birds, of trees ; of luxuriant vegetation, picked out in reliefs 
of lace-work ; tables covered with jet carvings, representing warriors, 
queens, and tritons ai-med with the scaly tei'minations of a hydra. Cut 
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'crystals combining prismatic effects with those of reflection. Mirrors 
1‘epeated the light of precious stones, and sparkles glittered in the 
darkest comers. It was impossible to guess whether those many-sided, 
shining suifaces, where emerald green mingled with the golden hues of 
the rising sun, where floated a glimmer of ever-varying colors, like 
those on a pigeon’s neck, were miniature miiTors, or enormous beryls. 
Eveiywhere was magnificence, at once refined and stupendous; if it was 
not the most diminutive of palaces, it was the most gigantic of jewel- 
cases. A house for Mab, or a jewel for Geo. 

Gwynplaiue sought an exit. He could not find one. Imjtossible to 
make out his way. Theie is nothing so confusing as wealth seen for 
the first time. Moreover, this was a labyi'inth. At each step he was 
stopped by some magnificent object which appeared to retard his exit, 
and to be unwilling to let him pass. He was encompassed by a net of 
wonders. He felt himself bound and held back. 

What a horrible palace ! he thought 

Bestless, he wanderad through the maze, asking himsel'^what it all 
meant — ^whether he was in prison f chafing, thh*sting for the fresh air. 
He repeated Dea! Dea I as if that woi'dwas the thread of the labyrinth, 
and must be held unbroken, to guide him out of it. 

f jw and then he shouted : 

'* Ho ! Any one thei'e T ” 

]So one answered. 

The rooms never came to an end. All was deserted, silent, splendid, 
sinister. It realized the fables of enchanted castles. Hidden pipes of 
hot air maintained a summer temperature in the building. It was as if 
some magician had caught up the month of June, and imprisoned it in 
a labyrinth. There wero pleasant odors now and then, and he crossed 
currents of perfume, as though passing by invisible fiowers. It was 
warm. Carpets everywhere. One might have walked about there, un- 
clothed. 

Gwynplaine looked out of the windows. The view from each one 
was different. From one he beheld gaidens, sparkling with the fresh- 
ness of a spring morning; from another, a plot decked with statues; 
from a third a patio in the Spanish style, a little squaro, flagged, mouldy, 
and cold. At times he saw a river — ^it was the Thames ; sometimes a 
great towei* — ^it was Windsor. 

It was still so eai’ly that there were no signs of life without. 

He stood still and listened. 

“ Oh ! I will get out of this place,” said he. “ I will return to Dea I 
They shall not keep me here by force. Woe to him who bars my exit. 
What is that great tower yonder f If there was a giant, a hell-hound. 
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a minotaur, to keep the gates of this enchanted palace, I would anni- 
hilate him. If an aimy, 1 would exterminate it. Dea ! Dea ! ” 

Suddenly he heard a gentle noise, very faint. It was like droppii^ 
water. He was in a dark, naiTow passage, closed, some few paces 
farther on, by a cmiain. He advanced to the curtain, pushed it aside, 
entered. He leaped before he looked. 



CHAPTEE III 

EVE 

N octagon room, with a vaulted ceiling, without windows, 
but lighted by a skylight; walls, ceiling, and floors faced with 
peach-colored, marble ; a black marble canopy, like a pall, 
with twisted colmnns in the solid but pleasing Elizabethan 
style, over-shadowing a vase-like bath of the same black marble — this 
was what he saw before him. In the centre of the bath arose a slender 
jet of tepid and perfumed water, which, softly and slowly, was Ailing 
the tank. The bath was black to augment fairness into brilliancy. 

It was the water which he had heard. A waste-pipe, placed at a 
certain height in the bath, prevented it from ovei-flowing. Vapor was 
rising from the water; but not sufficiently to cause it to hang in di^ops 
on the marble. The slender jet of water was like a supple wand of steel, 
bending at the slightest current of air. There was no furniture, except 
a chair-bed with pillows, long enough for a woman to lie on at full 
length, and yet have room for a dog at her feet. The French, indeed, 
borrow their word canape from can-al-pie. This sofa was of Spanish 
manufacture. In it silver took the place of wood-work. The cushions 
and coverings were of rich white silk. 

On the other side of the bath, by the wall, was a lofty dressing- 
table of solid silver, furnished with every requisite for the table, having 
in its centre, and in imitation of a window, eight small Venetian mir- 
rors, set in a silver frame. Jn a panel on the wall was a square open- 
ing, like a little window, which was closed by a door of solid silver. 
This door was fltted with hinges, like a shutter. On the shutter there 
glistened a chased and gilt royal crown. Over it, and affixed to the 
wall, was a bell, silver-gilt, if not of pure gold.' 

Opposite the entrance of the chamber, in which GNrynplaine stood 
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as if transfixed, there was an opening in the marble wall, extending to 
the ceiling, and closed by a high and broad curtain of silver tissue. 

This curtain, of fairy-like tenuity, was transparent, and did not 
interrupt the view. Thi'ough the centre of this web, where one might 
expect a spider, Gwynplaine saw a more formidable object — a naked 
woman. 

Yet not quite naked; for she was covered — covered from head to 
foot. Her dress was a long chemise ; so long that it floated over her 
feet, like the dresses of angels in holy pictures; but so flue that it 
seemed liquid. More treachei’ous and more perilous was this covering 
than naked beauty could have been. History has registered the pi\)- 
cessiou of princesses and of great ladies between flies of monks ; under 
pretext of naked feet and of humility, the Duchess de Montpeusier 
showed herself to all Paris in a lace shift, a wax taper in her hand as a 
corrective. 

The silver tissue, transparent as glass and fastened only at the ceil- 
ing, could be lifted aside. It separated the marble chamber, which was 
a liath-rooni, from the adjoining ai>artment, which was a bed-eliamber. 
This tiny donnitory was as a grotto of miiTors. Venetian glasses, close 
together, mounted with gold mouldings, reflected on eveiy side the 
l)ed in the centre of the room. On the bed, which, like the toilette- 
table, was of silver, lay the woman ; she was asleep. 

Hhe was slee2)iug with her head thrown back, one foot i)eeinng 
from its coveiing, like the Succuba, above whoso heiwls dreams flap 
their wings. 

Her lace i)illow had fallen on the floor. Between her nakedness 
and the eye of the siieetator wore two obstacles — ^her chemise and the 
curtain of silver gauze; two transparencies. The room, rather an alcove 
than a chamber, was lighted with some reserve by the reflection from 
the bath-room. Perluqw the light was moi’e modest than th(‘ woman. 

The bed had neither columns, nor dais, nor top; so that the woman, 
when she oi>ened her eyes, could see herself reflected a thousand times 
in the mirrors above her head. 

The crumided clothes bore evidence of troubled sloej^. The beauty 
of the folds was jn-oof of the quality of the material. 

It was a i)eriod when a queen, thinking that she should be damned, 
pictured hell to herself as a bed with coarse sheets. 

This fashion of sleeping partly undressed came from Italy, and was 
derived from the Homans. “ Suh clara wuda htcefna^ says Horace. 

A dressing-gown, of curious silk, was thrown over the foot of the 
couch. It was apparently Chinese ; for a great golden lizard was partly 
visible in between the folds. 
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Beyond the couch, and probably masking a door, was a large mir- 
ror, on which were painted peacocks and swans. 

Shadow seemed to lose its nature in this apaiiment, and glistened. 
The spaces between the mirrors and the gold work were lined with that 
spai'kling material called at Venice thread of glass — L e., spun glass. 

At the head of the couch stood a reading-desk, on a movable 
pivot, with candles, and a book lying open, bearing this title, in large 
i-ed letters: *^Alcormns Mahumedis.” 

. G^wynplaine saw none of these details. He had eyes only for the 
woman. 

He was at once stupefied and filled with tumultuous emotions, 
states apparently incompatible, yet sometimes co-existent. 

He recognized her. ¥ 

Her eyes were closed, but her face was turned towards him. It 
was the duchess. 

She, the mysterious being in whoin all the splendors of the un- 
known were united ; she who had occasioned him so many unavowable 
dreams; she who had written him so strange a letter! The only 
woman in the world of whom he could say, “ She has seen me, and sh(% 
desires me ! ” 

He had dismissed the dreams from his mind ; he had burned the 
letter. He had, as far as lay in his ix>wer, banished the remembrance 
of her from his thoughts and dreams. He no lunger thought of her. 
He had forgotten her. ... He saw her again ! . . . . 

Again he saw her, and saw her terrible in power. A woman naked 
is a woman armed. 

His breath came in short catches. He felt as if he wei*e in a stonu- 
driven cloud. He looked. This woman before him ! Was it possible ? 
At the theatre, a duchess ; here, a nereid, a nymph, a fairy. Always 
an apparition. 

He ti-ied to fiy, but felt the futility of the attempt. His eyes were 
riveted on the vision, as though he were bomid. 

Was she a woman 7 Was she a maiden ? Both. Messalina was, 
perhaps, present, though invisible, and smiled, while Diana kept watch. 

Over all her beauty was the radiance of inaccessibility. No purity 
could compare with her chaste and haughty form. Certain snows, 
which have never been touched, give an idea of it — such as the sacred 
whiteness of the Jungfrau. That which was represented by that un- 
conscious brow ; by that rich, disheveled hair; by the drooping lids; by 
those blue veins, dimly visible; by the sculptured roundness of her 
bosom, her hips, and her knees, indicated by delicate pink undulations 
seen through the folds of her drapery, was the divinity of a queenly 
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sleep. Immodesty was merged in splendor. She was as calm in her 
nakedness, as if she had the right to a godlike effrontery. She felt the 
security of an Olympian, who knew that she was daughter of the depths, 
and might say to the ocean, “ Father ! ” And she exposed herself, un- 
attainable and proud, to everything that should pass — ^to looks, to 
deskes, to ravings, to dreams; as proud in her languor, on her boudoir 
couch, as Venus in the immensity of the sea-foam. 

She had slept all night, and was prolonging her sleep into the day- 
light ; her boldness, begun in shadow, continued in light. 

Gwynplaine shuddered. 

He admired her with an unhealthy and absorbing admiration, 
which ended in fear. 

Misfortunes never come singly. G-wynplaine thought he had 
drained to the dregs the cup of his ill-luck. Now it was refilled. Who 
was it who was hurling all those unremitting thunder-bolts on his de- 
voted head, and who had now thrown against him, as he stood trem- 
bling the?-e, a sleoiiing goddess ? Vliat ! was the dangeTOus and desir- 
able object of his dream lurking all the while behind these successive 
glimpses of heaven ? Did these favors of the mysterious tempter tend 
to iuspii’e liim with vagmi aspirations and confused ideas, and oveiwhelm 
him with an intoxicating scries of realities proceeding from apparent 
impossibilities ? ’WHicT'et'ore did all the shadows conspire against him, 
a WTctched man ; and what would become of him, with all those evil 
smiles of fortime beaming on him? Was his temptation pre-aivanged ? 
This woman, how and why was she there f No explanation ! "Wliy 
him ? Why her ! Was hci made a ihm}!’ of England expressly for this 
duchess? "Who had bi’ought them together? Who was the dupe? 
Who the victim f Whose simplicity was being abused ? Was it God 
who was being deceived? All these undefined thoughts passed con- 
fusedly, like a flight of dark shadows, through his bmin. That magical 
and malevolent abode, that strange and prison-like palace, was it also 
in the plot? Gwjmplaine suffered a partial unconsciousness. Sup- 
pressed emotions threatened to strangle him. He was weighed down 
by an overwhelming force. His will became powerless. How could 
he resist ? He was incoherent and entranced. 

This time he felt he was becoming irremediably insane. His dark, 
headlong fall over the precipice of stu])efa(ition continued. 

But the woman slept on. 

What aggravated the storm within him was, that he saw not the 
princess, not the duchess, not the lady ; but the woman. 

Deviations from nght exist in man, in a latent state. There is an 
invisible tracing of vice, ready prepared in our organizations. Even 
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when we are innocent, and apparently pure, it exists within us. To be 
stainless, is not to be faultless. Love is a law. Desire is a snare. 
There is a great difference between getting drunk once and habitual 
drunkenness. To desire a woman, is the former ; to desire women, the 
latter. 

Gwynplaine, losing all self-command, trembled. 

What could he do against such a temptation f Here Wei'S no skillful 
effects of dress, no sUken folds, no complex and coquettish adornments, 
no affected exaggeration of concealment or of exhibition, no cloud. It 
was nakedness in fearful simplicity — a sort of mysterious summons — 
the shameless auda<'ity of Eden. The whole of the dark side of human 
nature was there. Eve woi*se than Satan ; the human and the super- 
human commingled. A perplexing ecstasy, winding up in a brutal 
triumph of instinct over duty. The sovemgn contour of beauty is 
imperious. When it leaves the ideal and condescends to be real, its 
proximity is fatal to man. 

Now and then the duchess moved softly on the bed, with the vague 
movement of a cloud in the heavens, changing as a vapor changes its 
form. She undulated, composing and discomposing the chai'ming 
curves of her body. Woman is as supple as water ; and, like water, 
this one had an indesc-ribable appearance of its being impossible to 
grasp her. 

Absurd as it may appear, though he saw her present in the flesh 
before him, yet she seemed a chimera ; and, palpable as she was, she 
seemed to him afar off. Scare<l and livid, he gazed on. He listeutnl for 
her breathing, and. fancied he heard only a phantom’s respiration. He 
was attracted, though against his will. How arm himself against her — 
or against himself i 

He had been prepared for everything ex<.‘ept this danger. A savage 
door-keeper, a raging monster of a jailer — such were his expected an- 
tagonists. He looked for Cerberus, he saw Hebe. 

A sleeping woman ! Wliat an opponent ! 

He closed his eyes. Too bright a dawn blinds the eyes. But 
through his closed eyelids there penetrated at once the woman’s foi*m — 
not so distinct, but beautiful as ever. 

Fly ! Easier said than done. He had already tried and failed. He 
was rooted to the gi'ound, as if in dream. When we try to draw 
back, temptation clogs om* feet, and glues them to the earth. We can 
still advance; but to retire is impossible. The invisible arms of sin 
rise from below and drag us down. 

There is a common-place idea, accepted by every one, that feelings 
become blunted by experience. Nothing can be more untrue. You 
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might as wdl say that by dropping nitric acid slowly on a sore it would 
heal and become sound, and that torture dulled the sufferings of 
Damiens. The truth is, that each fresh application intensifies the pain. 

From one surprise after another, Gwynplaine had become desper- 
ate. That cup, his reason, under this new stupor, was overfiowing. He 
felt within him a terrible awakening. Compass he no longer possessed. 
One idea only was before him — the woman. An indescribable happi- 
ness appeared, which threatened to ovei^helm him. He could no 
longer decide for himself. There was an irresistible current and a reef. 
The 1‘eef was not a rock, but a siren. A magnet at the bottom of the 
abyss. He wished to teai* himself away from this magnet — ^but how 
was he to carry out his wish ? He had ceased to feel any basis of sup- 
port. Who can foresee the fluctuations of the human mind ! A man 
may be wrecked, as is a ship. Conscience is an anchor. It is a teirible 
thing, but, like the anchor, conscience may be carried away. 

He had not even the ckance of being repulsed on account of his 
terrible disfigui-emcnt. The woman had written to say that she loved 
him. 

In eveiy crisis there is a moment when the scale hesitates before 
kicking the beam. When we lean to the worst side of oui- nature, in- 
stead of strengthening our better qualities, the moral force which has 
been jn’eserving the balance gives way, and down we go. Had this crit- 
ical moment in Gwynplaine’s life arrived f 

How could he escape I 

So it is she ! the duchess ! the woman ! There she was in that 
lonely i-oom, — asleep, far from succor, helpless, alone, at his mercy — ^yet 
he was in her power ! 

The duchess ! 

W> have, perchance, observed a stai’ in the distant firmament. We 
have admired it. It is so far off. What can there be to make us shud- 
der in a fixed stai’ ? Well, one day — one night, rather — it moves. We 
perceive a trembling gleam around it. The star which we imagined to 
be immovable, is in motion. It is no longer a star, but a comet — ^the 
incendiary giant of the skies. The luminary moves on, grows bigger, 
shakes off a shower of sparks and fire, and becomes enormous. It 
advances towards us. Oh, horror ! it is coming our way ! The comet 
recognizes us, marks us for its own, and will not be turned aside. Iire- 
sLstible attack of the heavens ! What is it which is beaiing down on 
us f An excess of light, which blinds us ; an excess of life, which kills 
us. That proposal which the heavens make we refuse ; that unfathom- 
able love we reject. We close our eyes; we hide; we tear ourselves 
away ; we imagine the danger is past. We open our eyes — ^the formi- 
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dable star is still before us ; but, no longer a star, it has become a world. 
A world imknown, a world of lava and ashes ; the devastating prodigy 
of space. It fills the sky, allowing no compeers. The carbuncle of the 
firmament’s depths, a diamond in the distance, when drawn close to us 
becomes a furnace. You are caught in its fiames. 

And the first sensation of burning is that of a heavenly warmth. 



CHAPTER IV 

SATAN 

7DDENLT the sleeper awoke. She sat up with a sudden 
and gracious dignity of movement, her fair silken tresses 
falling in soft disorder on her hips ; her loosened night- 
dress disclosed her shoulder; she touched her pink toes 
with her little hand, and gazed for some moments on the naked foot, 
worthy to be worshiped by Pericles, and copied by Phidias. Then 
stretching hei-self, she yawned like a tigress in the rising sun. 

Perhaps Gwynplaine breathed heavily, as we do when we endeavor 
to restrain our respiration. 

“ Is any one there I ” said she. 

She yawned as she spoke, and her very yawn was graceful. 

Gwynplaine listened to the unfamiliar voice ; the voice of a charmer, 
its accents exquisitely haughty, its caressing intonation softening its 
native aiTogauce. 

Then rising on her knees, — ^thei'e is an antique statue kneeling thus 
in the midst of a thousand transpai-ent folds, — she drew the di’essing- 
gown towards her, and springing from the eouch, stood upright by it — 
nude ; thou, suddenly, with the swiftness of an arrow’s flight, she was 
clothed. In the twinkling of an eye the silken robe was around her. 
The traihiig sleeve concealed her hands ; only the tips of her toes, with 
little pink nails like those of an infant, were left visible. 

Having drawn from underneath the dressing-gown a mass of hair 
which had been imprisoned by it, she crossed behind the couch to the 
end of the room, and placed her ear to the painted mirror, which was, 
apparently, a door. 

Tapping the glass with her finger, she called : 

“ Is any one there ? Lord David ? Are you come already ? What 
time is it then 1 Is that you, Barkilphedro f ” 
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She turned from the glass. 

“No ! it was not there. Is there any one in the bath-room T Will 
you answer ? Of course not. No one could come that way.” 

Going to the silver lace curtain, she raised it with her foot, thrust 
it aside with her shoulder, and entered the marble room. 

An agonized numbness fell upon Gwynplaine. No possibility of 
concealment. It was too late to fly. Moreover, ^e was no longer equal 
to the exertion. He wished that the earth might open and swallow him 
up. Anything to hide him. 

She saw him. 

She stared, immensely astonished, but without the slightest nerv- 
ousness. Then, in a tone of mingled pleasm-e and contempt, she said : 

“ Why, it is Gwynplaine ! ” 

Suddenly, with a rapid spring, for this cat was a panther, she flung 
herself on his neck. She clasped his head between her naked arms, 
from which the sleeves, in her eagerness, liad fallen back. 

Suddenly, pushing him back, and holding him by both shoulders 
with her small claw-like hands, she stood up face to face with him, and 
began to gaze at him with a strange expression. 

It was a fatal glance she gave him with her Aldobarau-like eyes, — 
a glance at once equivocal and starlike. Gwynplaine watched the blue 
eye and the black eye, distracted by the double ray of heaven and of 
hell that shone in the orbs thus fixed on him. The man and the woman 
threw a malign dazzling reflection one on the other. Both were fasci- 
nated, he by her beauty, she by his defoimity. Both were in a measm'e 
awe-stricken. Pressed down as by an overwhelming weight, he was 
speechless. 

“Oh I” she cried. “How clever you ai‘e. You are come. You 
found out that I was obliged to leave London. Y'ou followed me. 
That was right. Your being here proves you to be a wonder.” 

The simultaneous return of self-possession acts like a fiash of 
* ligh tning . Gwynplaine, indistinctly warned by a vague, rude, but hon- 
est misgiving, drew back, but the pink nails clung to his shoulders and 
restrained him. Some inexorable power proclaimed its sway over him. 
He himself, a wild beast, was caged in a wild beast’s den. 

She continued : 

“ Anne, the fool, you Itnow whom I mean — ^the Queen— ordered me 
to Windsor without giving any reason. When I arrived she was closeted 
with her idiot of a Chancellor. But how did you contrive to obtain 
access to me? That’s what I call being a. man — obstacles, indeed — 
there are no such things ! You come at a call. You found things out. 
My name, the Duchess Josiana, you knew, I fancy. Who was it brou^t 
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you in J No doubt it was the page. Oil, he is cleVer ! I will give him 
a hundred guineas. Which way did you get in ! Tell me I No ! don’t 
teU me. I don’t want to know. Explanations dimmis h interest. I pre- 
fer the marvelous, and you are hideous enough to be wonderful. You 



have fallen from the highest heavens, or you have risen from the depths 
of hell through the devil’s trap-door. Nothing can be more natural. 
The ceiling opened or the floor yawned.^ A descent in a cloud, or an 
ascent in a mass of fire and brimstone, that is how you have traveled. 
You have a right to enter like the gods. Agreed ; you are my lover.” 

0 Gw3mplaine‘ was scared, and listened ; his mind growing more 
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irresolute every moment. Now all was certain. Impossible to have 
any further doubt. That letter! the woman confirmed its meaning. 
Gwynplaine the lover and the beloved of a duchess! Mighty pride, 
with its thousand baleful heads, stiired his wretched heart. 

Vanity, that powerful agent within us, works us measureless evil. 

The duchess went on: 

“ Since you are here, it is so decreed. I ask nothing more. There 
is some one on high, or in hell, who brings us together. The beti'othal 
of Styx and Aurora! Unbridled ceremonies beyond all laws! The 
very day I first saw you, I said, it is he ! I recognize him. He is the 
monster of my dr«*ams. He shall be mine. We should give destiny a 
helping hand. Therefore I wi-ote to you. One question, OAvynplaiue, 
do you believe in predestination ? For my part, I have believed in it 
since I read, in Cicero, Scipio’s dream. Ah! I did not obsen’e it. 
Dressed like a gentleman ! You in fine clothes ! Why not ? You are 
a mountebank. All the more reason. A juggler is as good as a lord. 
Moreover, what are lords? Clowns. You have a nobh? figiu’e, you ai'e 
magnificently made. It is wonderful that you should be here. Wlien 
did you amve? How long have you been here? Did you se»* me 
naked ? lam beautiful, am 1 not ? I was going to take my bath. ( )h ! 
how I love you ! You I’ead mj* letter ! Did you ivud it yourself ? Did 
any one read it to you? Can you read ? Probably you are ignorant. 
I ask questions, but don’t answer them. I don’t like tlie sound of your 
voice. It is soft. An extraordinary thing like you should snarl, and 
not speak. You sing hannoniously. I hate it. It is the only thing 
about you that I do not like. All the rest is terrible, — is giund. In 
India you would be a god. Were you born with that frightful laugh on 
your face ? No ! No doubt it is a penal brand. I do hope you have 
committed some crime. Come to my anus.” 

She sank on the couch and made him sit beside her. Thej' found 
themselves close together unconsciously. What she said passe«l over 
Hwynplaiue like a mighty storm. He hardly understc»od the meaning 
of her whirlwind of words. Her eyes wei’e full of admiration. She 
spoke tumultuously, frantically, with a voice broken and tender. 'Her 
words were music ; but their music was to Gwynplaine as a hurricane. 
Again she fixed her gaze upon him and continued : 

, “ I feel degi'aded in, your presence, and eh ! what happiness that 

^ How insipid it is to be a grandee ! I am noble, what can be more 
tiresome ? Disgrace is a comfort. I am so satiated with respect that I 
long for contempt We are all a little erratic, from Venus, Cleopatra, 
Mesdames de Che'vreuse and de Longueville, down to myself. I will 
make a display of you, I declare. Here’s a love affair which will be a 
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blow to my family, the Stuai'ts. Ah I I breathe again. I have dis- 
covered a secret. I am clear of royalty. To be free from its trammels 
is indeed deliverance. To break down, defy, make and destroy at will, 
that is true enjoyment. Listen, I love you.” 

8he paused ; then with a frightful smile, went on : 

“ I love you, not only because you ai*e deformed; but because you 
are low. I love monsters, and I love mountebanks. A lover despised, 
mocked, grotesque, hideous, exposed to laughter on that piUoiy called a 
theatre, has for me an extraordinary attraction. It is tasting the fruit 
of heU. An infamous lover, how exquisite ! To taste the apple, not of 
Pai'adise, but of hell ; such is my temptation. It is for that 1 hunger 
tmd thirst. I am that Eve, the Eve of the depths. Probably you are, 
uukuown to youreolf, a deviL I am in love with a nightmare. You 
are a moving pupi)et, of which the strings are pulled by a spectre. You 
are the incarnation of infenial mirth. You are the master I require. 
I wanted a lover such as those of Medea and Canidia. I felt sure that 
some night would bring me such a one. You are all that I want. I 
am talking of a heap of things of which you probably know nothing. 
C-rwynplaiue, hitherto I have remained untouched ; I give myself to you, 
pure as a burning ember. You evidently do not believe me ; but if you 
only knew how little I care ! ” 

Her words flowed like a volcanic eraption. Pierce Mount Etna, 
and you may obtain some idea of that jet of fieiy eloquence. 

G-wynplaine stammered : 

“ Madame ” 

8he placed her hand on his mouth. 

“ Silence,” she said. “ I am studying you. I am unbridled desire, 
immaculate. I am a vestal baxichante. No man has known me, and I 
might be the rirgin pythoness at Delphos, and have under my naked 
foot the brenze tripod, where tlie priests lean their elbows on the skin 
of the python, whispering questions to the invisible god. My heart is 
of stone, but it is like those mysterious pebbles which the sea washes 
to the foot of the rock called Huntly Nabb, at the mouth of the Tees, 
and which if broken sire found to contain a serpent. That seri)ent is 
my love. A love which is all-poworfid, for it has brought you to me. 
An impossible distance was between us. I was in Sirius, and you were 
in AUioth. You have ciossed the immeasurable space, and here you are. 
’Tis well. Be silent. Take me.” 

She ceased ; he trembled. Then she went on, smiling : 

“ You see, Hwynplaine, to dream is to create ; to desii'e is to sum- 
mon. To build up the chimera is to provoke the reality. The all- 
powerful and terrible mystery will not be defied. It produces result. 



196 


THE MAH WHO LAU0H8. 


You are here. Do I daie to lose caste f Yes. Do I dare to be your 
mistress? Your concubine? Your slave? Youi* chattel? Joyfully. 
Gwynplaine, I am a woman. Woman is clay longing to become mire. 
I want to despise myself. That lends a zest to pride. The alloy of 
greatness is baseness. They combine in perfection. Despise me, yon 
who are despised. Nothing can be better. Degradation on degrada- 
tion. What joy ! I pluck the double blossom of ignominy. Trample 
me under foot. You will only love me the moi’e. I am sure of it. Do 
you understand why T idolize you ? Because I despise you. You are 
so immeasurably below me that I place you on an altar. Bring 
the highest and lowest depths together, and you have Chaos, and I 
delight in Chaos. Chaos, the beginning and end of eveiything. What 
is Chaos? A huge blot. Out of that blot Ood made light, and out of 
that sink the world. You don’t know how perverse I can be. Knead a 
star in mud, and you will have my likeness.” 

Thus spoke the siren; the loosened robe revealing her virgin 
bosom. 

She went on : 

“ A wolf to all beside ; a faithful dog to you. How sistonished they 
will all be ! The astonishment of fools is amusing. 1 understand 
myself. Am I a goddess? Amphitrite gave herself to the ('yelo]»s. 
Fluctwoma Aniphitrite. Amlafaiiy? Urgelo gave herself to Bngi-yx, 
a winged man, with eight webbed hands. Am I a princess ^ Marie 
Stuai't had Rizzio. Three beauties, three monsters. I am greatei* than 
the}'’, for you ai-o lower than they. Gwjniplaine, we were made fr>r one 
another. The monster that you ai'O outwardly, I am within. Thence 
my love for you. A caprice ? Just so. What is a hnricane but a 
caprice ? Our star's have a certain affinity. Together wo arc things of 
night — you in your face, I in my mind. As your coimtenance is de- 
faced, so is my mind. You, in your turn, create me. You come, and 
my real soul shows itself. I did not know it. It is astonishing. Your 
coming has evoked the hydra in me, who am a goddess. You rc'veal 
my real nature. See how I resemble you. Look at me as if I were a 
mirror. Your face is my mind. I <lid not know I was so teirible. I 
,,am also, then, a monster. Oh ! Owynplaine, you do amuse me ! ” 

She laughed a strange and childlike laugh ; and, putting her mouth 
close to his ear, whispered : 

“ Do yon want to see a mad woman ? look at me.” 

She poured her searching look into Owynplaine. A look is a 
j^tre. Her loosened robe provoked a thousand dangerous feelings. 
Blind, ecstasy was invading his mind, ecstasy combined with 

agony. 
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Whilst she was speaking, though he felt her words like burning 
coals, his blood froze within his veins. He had not strength to utter 
a word. 

She stopped, and looked at hiin. 

“ O, monster ! ” she cried. She grew wild. 

Suddenly she seized his hands. 

“ Glwyiiplaine, I am the throne ; you are the footstool. Let us join 
on the same level. Oh, Iioav happy I am in my fall ! I wish all the 
world could know how abject I am become. It would bow down all the 
lower. The move man abhors, the more does he cringe. It is human 
nature. Hostile, but reptile ; dragon, but woini. Oh, I am as depraved 
as are the gods ! They can never say that I am not a king’s bastard. 
I act like a queen. Wlio was Rodope, but a queen loving Pteh, a man 
with a crocodile’s head f She raised the third i)yramid in his honor. 
Pentliesiloa loA’^ed the centaur, who, being now a star, is named Sagitta- 
rius. And what do you say about Anne of Austria ! Mazaiiu was ugly 
enoTigh ! Now, you are not only ugly, you ai‘o deformed. Ugliness is 
mean, dotonnity is gi*aud. Ugliness is the devil’s gidu behind beauty; 
deformity is the i*everse of sublimity. It is th(» back view. Olympus 
has two aspi*cts. One, by day, shows Apollo; the other, by night, 
shows Pol jqih emus. You ! you are a Titan. You would be Behemoth 
in the forests, Lc\’iathan in the deep, and Tyjdiou in the sewer. You 
surpass eveiytliing. There is the ti’ace of lightning in your defonnity; 
your face has been battered by the thunder-bolt. The jagged contor- 
tion of forked lightning has impi'inted its mark on yom* buje. It stnick 
you and jjassed on. A mighty Jind mysterious wrath has, in a fit of 
passion, cemented your spirit in a teirible and superhuman fonu. Hell 
is a penal furnace, where the iron ealle«l Fatality is raised to a white 
heat. You have been branded with it. To love you, is to understand 
gi'audeur. I enjoy that triumph. To be in love with Apollo, a fine effoit, 
forsooth ! Glory is to be measured by the astonishment it creates. I 
love you. I have dreamt of you night after night. This is my palace. 
You shall see my gardens, ^ere are fresh springs under the shnibs ; 
ai‘bors for lovers ; and beautiful gi’oups of marble statuary by Bernini. 
Flowers ! there are too many — during the spring the place is on fire 
with roses. Did I tell you that the queen is my sister ? Do what you 
like with me. I am made for Jupiter to kiss my feet, and for Satan to 
spit in my face. Are you of any religion ? I am a Papist. My father, 
James II., died in France, surrounded by Jesuits. I have never felt 
before as I feel now that I am near you. Oh, how I should like to 
pass the evening with you, in the midst of music, both reclining on 
the same cushion, under a purple awning, in a gilded gondola on the 
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soft expanse of ocean. Insult me, beat me, kick me, cuff me, treat me 
like a brute 1 I adore you.” 

Caresses can roar. If you doubt it, obsei’ve the lion’s. The woman 
was horrible, and yet full of gi'ace. The effect was tragic. First he 
felt the claw, then the velvet of the paw. A feline attack, made up of 
advances and retreats. There was death as well as sport in this game 
of come and go. She idolized him, but arrogantly. The result was 
contagious frenzy. Fatal language, at once inexpressible, violent, and 
sweet. The insulter did not insult; the adorer outraged the object 
of adoration. She, who buffeted, deified him. Her tones imparted 
to her violent y<‘t amorous words an indescribable Promethean 
grandeur. 

According to .^schylus, in the orgies in honor of the great goddess, 
the women were smitten by this evil frenzy when they pursued the 
satyrs under the stars. Such paroxysms raged in the mysterious 
dances in the grove of Dodona. This woman was as if transfigured — 
if, indeed, we can term that transfiguration which is the antithesis of 
heaven. Her hair quivered like a mane ; her robe opened and closed. 
Nothing could be more attractive than that bosom, fpU of wild cries. 
The sunshine of the blue eye mingled with the fire of the black one. 
She was unearthly. 

Gwynplaine, giving way, felt himself vanquished by the deep sub- 
tilty of this attack. 

“ I love you ! ” she cried. 

And she bit him with a kiss. 

Homeric clouds wei-e, perhaps, about to be required to encompass 
G-wynplaine and Josiana, as they did Jupiter and Juno. For Q-wyu- 
plaine to be loved by a woman who could see, and who saw him ; to 
feel on his deformed mouth the pi*essure of divine lips, was exquisite 
and maddening. Before this woman, full of enigmas, all else faded 
away in his mind. The remembrance of I)ea struggled in the shadows 
with weak cries. There is an antique bas-relief representing the Sphynx 
devouring a Cupid. The wings of the sweet celestial are bleeding 
between the fierce, grinning fangs. 

Did Hwynplaine love this woman f Has man, like the globe, two 
poles f Are wo, on our inflexible axis, a moving sphere, a star when 
seen from afar, mud, wheq,seen more closely, in which night alternates 
with dayf Has the heart two aspects— one on which its love is poured 
forth in light; the other in darkness? Here a woman of li^t, there 
a woman of the sewer. Angels are necessary. Is it possible that 
demons are also essential f Has the soul the wings of the bat T Does 
twilight f^ fatally for all? Is sin an integral and inevitable part of 
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our -destiny ? Must we accept evil as paii; and portion of oiu* whole f 
Do we inherit sin as a debt t What awful subjects for thought I 

Yet a voice tells us that weakness is a crime. Giwynplaiae’s feel- 
ings are not to be described. The flesh, life, terror, lust, an overwhelm- 



ing intoxication of spirit, and all the shame possible to pride. Was he 
about to succumb f 

She repeated, “ I love you ! ” and flung her frenzied arms around 
him. Gwynplaine panted. 

Suddenly, close at hand, there rang, cleav and ilistinct, a little beU. 
It was the htlJe bell inside the wall. The duchess, tuming her head, 
said: 
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“ What does she want of me t ” 

Quickly, with the noise of a spring door, the silver panel, with the 
golden crown chased on it, opened. 

A compartment of a shaft, lined with royal blue velvet, appeared ; 
and, on a golden s^ver, a letter. 

The letter, broad and weighty, was placed so as to exhibit the seal, 
which was a large impression in red wax. The bell continued to tinkle. 
The open panel almost touched the couch where the duchess and Gwyn- 
plaine were sitting. 

Leaning over, but still keeping her aim reund his neck, she took 
the letter from the plate, and touched the panel. 

The compartment closed in, and the bell ceased ringing. 

The duchess broke the seal, and, oiieniug the envelope, drew out 
two documents contained therein, and flung it on the floor at (Iwyn- 
plaine’s feet. 

The impression of the broken seal was still decipherable, and 
Gwynplaine could distinguish a royal crown over the initial A. 

The tom envelope lay open before him, so that he could read, “ To 
Her Grace the Duchess Josiaua.” 

The envelope had contained both vellum and jiarchmeut. The 
former was a small, the latter a large, document. On the pai*climeut 
was a large Chancery seal in gi'een wax, called Lords’ sealing-wax. 

The face of the duchess, whose bosom was palpitating, and whose 
eyes wei’e swimming with passion, became overepread with a slight 
expression of dissatisfaction. 

“ Ah ! ” she said. “ What does she send me i A lot of i)apers ! 
What a spoil-sport that woman is ! ” 

Pushing aside the parchment, she opened the vellum. 

“It is her handwriting. It is my sister’s hand. It is quite 2>ro- 
vokiug. Gwynplaine, I asked you if you could read. Can you .’ ” 

Gwynplaine nodded assent. ' 

She stretched herself at full length on the couch, carefully drew 
her feet and arms under her robe, with a whim.oical affectation of 
modesty, and, giving Gwynplaine the vellum, watched him with an 
impassioned look. 

“ Well ! you are mine. Begin your duties, my beloved. Bead me 
what the qneen writes.” 

Gwjmplaine took the vellum, unfolded it, and, in a voice tremulous 
2 l|ith many emotions, began to read : 

“Madam, — 

“ We are graciously pleased to send to you herewith, sealed and 
signed by our trusty and well-beloved William Cowper, Lord High 
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Chancellor of England, a copy of a report, showing forth the veiy 
important fact that the legitimate son of LiuneBUs Lord Clanchai'lie 
has just been discovered and recognized, bearing the name of Gwyn- 
plaine, in the lowest rank uf a Avandering and vagabond life, among 
strollers and mountebanks. His false position dates from his earliest 
days. In accordance with the laws of the eoimtry, and in virtue of his 
hereditaiy rights. Lord Fermain Clanchai'lio, son of Lord Linnajus, will 
be this day admitted, and installed in his position in the House of 
Lords. Therefore, having regard to your welfare, and wishing to pre- 
seive for your use the jiroperiy and estates of Lord Clancharlie of 
Hunkeiwille, we substitute him in the jdace of liOrd Da^dd Dirry-Moir, 
and recommend him to your good gi’aces. We have caused Lord Fer- 
main to be conducted to Corleone Lodge. We will and command, as 
sister and as Queen, that the said Fermain LoihI Clancharlie, hithei’to 
<jalled Gwynplaine, shall be your husband, and that you shall many 
him. Such is our royal ph'asuro.” 

Wliilc Gwjmplaine, in tremulous tones which varied at almost 
eveiy word, was reading the document, the duchess, half risen from 
the couch, listened with fixed attention. When Gwynplaine finished, 
she snatched the letter from his hands. 

sh<i muiinured in a tone of abstraction. 

Then picking up from the floor the parchment she had throvni 
down, slie ran her eye over it. It was th(‘ confession of the shi2»- 
wrecked crew of the MaUitimi, embodied in a rei>ort signed l)y the 
sheriff of Southwark and by the lord chancellor. 

Having penised the report, she read the queen’s letter over again. 
Then she said : 

“ Be it so.” 

And calmly i)ointing with her finger to the door of the gallery 
through which he Inul entered, she adde(l ; 

“ Begone.” 

Gwynjdaine was petiified, and remained immovabh*. She rejieated, 
in icy tones : 

“ Since you are my husband, begone.” 

GAvyni)lame, speechless, and with eyes downcast like a ciiminal, 
remained motionless. She added : 

“ You have no right to be hero ; it is my lover’s jdace.” 

Gwynplaine Avas like a man transfixed. 

“ Very well,” said she, “ I must go myself. So you are my hus- 
band. . Nothing can be better. I hate you.” 

She rose, and with an indescribably haughty gesture of adieu, left 
the room. The curtain in the doorway of the gallery fell behind her. 



CHAPTEE V 

THEY KECOGNIZE, BUT DO KOT KNOW, EACH OTHER 


WYNPLAINE was alone. 

Alone, and in preseneo of the tepid bath and the de- 
serted couch. 

The confusion in his mind had reached its culminntins 
point. His thoughts no longer resembled thoughts. They ovei’flowed 
and ran riot ; it was the anguish of a ci'eatui'e wrestliiig with pei^dexity. 
He felt as if he were awakening from a horrid nightmare. TJie en- 
trance into unknown spheres is no simple mattei'. 

From the time ho had received the duchess’s letter, bi’ought by the 
page, a series of siirprising adventures had befallen Gwynijlnine, each 
one less intelligible than the other. Up to this time, though in a dream, 
he had seen things clearly. Now he <‘ould only gi*ope his way. He no 
longer thought, nor even dreamed. He collapsed. 

He sank down upon the couch Avhicli th(^ duclu'ss had vacated. 
Suddenly, he heai'd a somid of f(M)tsteps, and those of a man. The 
noise came fi’om the opposite side of the galleiy to that by which the 
duchess had departed. The man appi’oaclied, and his footsteps, though 
deadened by the carpet, were clear and distinct. Hwynplaiue, in spite 
of his abstraction, listened. 

Suddenly, beyond the silver web of ciu'taiii which the duchess had 
partly open, a door, evidently concealed by the painted glass, 
opened wide, and there came floating into the room the refrain of an 
old French song, cai'olled at the top of a manly and joyous voice, 

“ Trois petits gorets sur lour fiiniicT 
Juraient coinme dc porteiii’s do chaise, 

and a man entered. He wore a sword by his side, a magnificent naval 
uniform, covered with gold lace, and held in his hand a plumed hat 
with loops and cockade. 
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Gwynplaine sprang np erect as if moved by springs. He recog- 
nized the man, and was in turn recognized by him. 

From their astonished lips came, simultaneously, this double excla- 
mation : 

“ Q-wynplaine ! ” 

“ Tom-Jim-Jack ! ” 

The man with the plumed hat advanced towaixls Gwjniplaine, who 
stood with folded aims. 

“ What are you doing here, Gwynplaine ? ” 

“And you, Toin-Jim-Jack, what are you doing here?” 

“Oh! 1 understand. Josiana! a caprice. A mountebank and a 
monster ! The double attraction is too poweiful to be resisted. You 
disguised yourself in oidei* to get here, Gwynplaine ? ” 

“And you, too, Tom-Jim-Jack?” 

“ Gwynplaine, what does this gentleman’s dress mean ? ” 

“ Tom-Jim-Jack, what does that officer’s uniform mean?” 

“ Gwynplaine, I answer no questions.” 

“is either do I, Tom-Jim-Jack.” 

“ Gwyn])laine, my name is not Tom-.Tim-Jack.” 

“Tom-.Tini-.Tack, my name is not Gwynplaine.” 

“ Gwynplaine, 1 am liere in my own house.” 

“I am here* in my own house, Tom-Jim-Jack.” 

“1 ■will not have you echo my words. You are ironical; but I’ve 
got a cane. An end to youi* jokes, you wretched fool.” 

Gwynplaine became ashy pale. 

“You ai’e a fool yourself, and you shall give me satisfaction for 
this insult.” 

“ In your booth as much as you like, ivith fisticuffs.” 

“ Here, and with swords f ” 

“My friend, Gwynplaine, the sword is a weapon for gentlemen. 
With it I can only fight my equals. At fisticuffs we ai*e equal; but 
not so with swords. At the Tadcaster Inn, Tom-Jim-Jack could box 
with G^vynplaiue. At Windsor, the case is altered. Understand this ; 
I am a rear-admiral.” 

“And I am a iioer of England.” 

The man whom Gwynplaine i-ecognized as Tom-Jim-Jack burst out 
laughing. 

“ Why not a king ? Indeed, you ai’e right. An actor plays every 
part. You’ll tell me next that you aro Theseus, Duke of Athens.” 

“ I am a peer of England, and we are going to fight.” 

“ Gwynplaine, this becomes th’esome. Don’t play with one who 
can order you to be flogged. I am Lord Daviu Dirry-Moir.” 
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“ And I am Lord Clancharlie.’’ 

Again Lord David burst out laughing. 

“ Well said ! Gwynplaine is Lord Clancharlie. That is indeed the 
name the man must bear who is to win Josiana. Listen, I forgive you, 
and do you know the reason f It’s because we are both lovers of the 
same woman.” 

The curtain of the door was lifted, and a voice exclaimed : 

“ You are the two husbands, my lords.” 

They tm^ned. 

“ Barkilphedro ! ” cried Lord David. 

It was indeed he ; he bowed low to the two lords, with a smile on 
his face. 

Some few paces behind him was a gentleman with a stern and dig- 
nified countenance, who carried in his hand a black wand. This gentle- 
man advanced, and, bowing three times to Gwynplaine, said : 

I am the Usher of the Black Bod. I come to fetch your lordship, 
in obedience to Her Majesty’s commands.” 




BOOK A'lII 

THE OAPrrOL AXD TniXGS AROUND IT 



CHAPTER 1 


ANALYSIS OP MAJESTIC MATTEKS 


RRESISTIBLE Fate ever cairjing him foi'ward, 
which had now for so many hours showered its 
surprises on Grwynplaine, and which had trans- 
ported hiTn to Windsor, trausfen’ed him again to 
London. 

Visionary realities succeeded each other with- 
out a moment’s iutermissiou. He could not escape 
^ fi-om theii- influence. Freed from one, he met 
another. He had scarcely time to breathe. 

Any one who has seen a juggler throwing 
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and catching balls can judge the nature of fate. Those rising and fall- 
ing projectiles are like men tossed in the hands of Destiny — ^projectiles 
and playthings. 

On the evening of the same day Owynplaine was an actor in an 
extraordinary scene. He was seated on a bench covered with flemis-de- 
lys ; over his silken clothes he wore a robe of scarlet velvet, lined with 
white silk, with a cape of ermine, and on his shoulders two bands of 
ermine embroidei'ed with gold. Aroimd him were men of all ages, 
young and old, seated like him on benches covered with fleurs-de-lys, 
and dressed like him in ermine and puiple. In front of him other men 
were kneeling, clothed in black silk gowns. Some of them were wilt- 
ing; opposite, and a shoii; distance from him, he obseiwed steps, a 
inised platform, a dais, a large escutcheon glitteiing between a lion and 
a unicorn, and at the top of the steps, on the platform under the dais, 
resting against the escutcheon, was a gilded chair with a crown over it. 
This was a throne. 

The throne of Great Biitaiu. 

Gwynplaine, himself a peer of England, was in the House of Lords. 
How Gwynplaine’s introduction to the House of Lonls came about, avo 
will now explain. 

Throughout the day, from morning to night, from Windsor to Lon- 
don, from Corleone Lodge to Westminster Hall, he had step by step 
moimted higher in the social grade. At each step he grew giddier. 

He had been conveyed from Windsor in a royal caniage with a 
peei^s escort. There is not much diflEerence between a guard of honor, 
and a prisoner’s. On that day travelers on the London and Wind- 
sor road saw a galloping cavalcade of gentlemen pensioners of Ht‘r 
Majesty’s household, escorting two caniages drawn at a rapid pace. In 
the first carriage sat the Usher of the Black Rod, his wand in his hand. 
In the ^ond was to be seen a largo hat with white plumes, throwing 
into shadow and hiding the face miderneath it. Who was it who was 
being thus hurried on — a piince 1 a prisoner t 

It was Gwynplaine. 

It looked as if they were conducting some one to the Tower, unless, 
indeed, they were escorting h i m to the House of Lords. The queen had 
done things well. As it was for her future brother-in-law, she had pro- 
vided an escort from her own household. The officer of the Usher of 
the Black Rod rode on horseback at the head of the cavalcade. The 
Usher of the Black Bod carried, on a cuduon placed on a seat of the 
carriage, a black portfolio, stamped with the royal crown. 

At Brentford, the last relay before London, the carriages and 
escort halted. 
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A four-horse carriage of tortoise-shell, with two postilions, a coach- 
man in a wig, and four footmen, was in waiting. The wheels, steps, 
springs, pole, and all the fittings of this carriage were gilt. The horses’ 
harness was of silver. 

This state coach was of an ancient and extraordinary shape, and 
would have been distinguished by its grandeur among the fifty-one cel- 
ebrated carriages of which Eoubo has left us drawings. 

The Usher of the Black Rod and his officer alighted. The latter, 
having lifted the cushion, on which rested the I’oyal portfolio, from the 
seat in the post-chaise, canied it on outstretched hands, and stood 
behind the Usher. He fiist opened the door of the empty caniage, then 
the door of that occupied l)y G-wynplaine, and, with downcast eyes, 
respectfully invitt’id him to descend. 

Gwynplaine loft tho chaise, and took his seat in the carnage. 

The Usher canying the rod, and the officer supporting the cushion, 
followed, and took their places on the low front seat provided for jiages 
in old state coaches. Tlie inside of the caniage was lined with white 
satin tiimmed Avith Biucho silk, with tufts and tassels of silA’^er. The 
roof was paintc'd with arnional bearings. The postilions of the chaises 
they were leaA’iug were dressed in the royal lively. The attendants of 
the (‘aniage they now entered wore a different but very magnificent 
lively. 

( hvyiiplaiiie, in spite of his bewildered state in which ho felt 
(juite overcome, remarked the gorgeously-attmid footmen, and asked 
the Usher of the Black Rod : 

“ Whos(‘ livery is that I ” 

He answered : 

“ Yours, my loriL” 

The House of Lords was to sit that evening. Curia eraf i^vrena, 
run the old records. In England parliamentary work is by preference 
undertaken at night. It once happened that Sheridan began a speei-h 
at midnight and finished it at sunrise. 

The two post-chaises I'otumed to Windsor, (twynplaine’s cannage 
set out for London. 

This omamented four-horse carriage proceeded at a walk from 
Brentford to London, as befitted the dignity of tho coachman. Gwyn- 
plaine’s servitude to ceremony was beginning in the shape of his solemn- 
looking coachman. The delay was, moreover, apparently pi-e-arranged ; 
and we shall see presently its probable motive. 

Night was falling, though it was not quite dark, when the carriage 
stopped at the King’s Gate, a large sunken door between two tuiTets, 
connecting Whitehall with Westminster. The escort of gentlemen 
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pensioners formed a circle around the carriage. A footman jumped 
down from behind it and opened the door. 

The Usher of the Black Rod, followed by the officer carrying the 
cushion, got out of the caniage,' and addressed Uwynplaine : 

“ My lord, be pleased to alight. I beg your loi'dship to keep your 
hat ou.” 

Gwynplaine wore under his traveling (sloak the suit of black silk, 
which he had not changed since the previous evening. He had no 
sword. He left his cloak in the carriage. Under the arched way of the 
King’s Gate thei’e was a small side door, raised some few steps above 
the road. In ceremonial processions the greatest personage never 
walks first. 

The Usher of the Black Rod, followed by his officer, walked fii*st ; 
Gwyuplaine followed. They ascended the steps, and entered by the 
side door. Presently they were in a wide, circular room, with a pillar 
in the centre, the lower paii; of a tiuret. The room, being on the 
ground floor, was lighted by uaaTow windows in the pointed arches, 
which served but to make darkness visible. Twilight often lends 
solemnity to a scene. Obsemity is in itself majestic. 

In this room, thirteen men, disposed in ranks, were standing; three 
in the front row, six in the second row, and four behimL In the front 
row one wore a crimson velvet gown; the other two, gowns of the 
same eoloi*, but of satin. All three had the arms of England em- 
broidered oil their shoulders. The second rank wore tunics of white 
silk, each one having a different coat of anus emblazoned in front. 
The ||pf#k>w were clad in blaxjk silk, and were thus distinguished. The 
first wore a blue cape. The second had a scarlet St. George embroidered 
in front. The third, two embroidered crimson crosses, in front and 
behind. The fourth had a collar of black sable fur. All were uncovered, 
wore wigs, and earned swords. Their faces were scarcely visible in the 
dim light, neither could they see Gwynplaine’s face. 

The Usher of the Black Rod, raising his wand, s»vid : 

“My Lord Fermain Clancharlie, Bai-on Claneliarlie and Hunker- 
ville, I, the Usher of the Black Rod, first officer of the presence chamber, 
hand your lordship over to Garter King-at-Arms.” 

The person clothed in velvet, quitting his place in the ranks, bowed 
to the ground before Gwynj^ine, and said : 

“My Lord Fermain Clancharlie, I am Garter, Principal King-at- 
Arms of England. I am the officer appointed and installed by his grace 
the Duke of Norfolk, hereditary Earl Marshal. I have sworn obedience 
to the king, peers, and knights of the garter. The day of my installa- 
tion, when the Earl Marshal of England anointed me by pouring a 
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goblet of ■wine on my head, I solemnly promised to be attentive to the 
nobility; to avoid bad company; to excuse, rather than accuse, gen- 
tlefolks; and to assist -widows and vii'gins. It is I who have the 
chQprge of arranging the funeral ceremonies of peers, and the sui)ervisiou 



of their armorial beaiings. I place myself at the orders of yom- lord- 
ship.” 

The first of those wearing satin tunics, having bowed deeply, said : 

“ My lord, I am Clai'enceaux, Second King-at-Arms of England. I 
am the officer who arranges the obsequies of nobles below the rank of 
peers. I am at your lordship’s disposal” 
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The other wearer of the satin tunic, bowed, and spoke thus : 

“ My lord, I am Norroy, Third King-at-Arms of England. Com- 
mand me.” 

The second row, erect and without bowing, advanced a pace. The 
right-hand man said : 

“ My lord, we are the six Dukes-at-Arms of England. I am York.” 

Then each of the heralds, or Dukes-at-Amis, speaking in turn, pro- 
claimed his title. 

I am Lancaster.” 

“ I am Richmond.” 

“ I am Chester.” 

“ I am Somerset.” 

“ T am Windsor.” 

The coats of arms embroidered on their breasts were those of the 
counties and towns from which they took their names. 

The thii*d i-ank, dressed in black, remaine<i silent. G-artcr King-at- 
Arms, pointing them out to Grw^mplaine, said : 

My lord, these are the four Pursuivants-at-Arms. Blue Mantle.” 

The man with the blue cape bowed. 

“ Rouge Dragon.” 

He with the St. (leorge inclined his head. 

“ Rouge Croix.” 

He with the scarlet crosses saluted. 

“ Portcullis.” 

He with the sable fur collar mad(‘ his obeisance. 

On a sign from the King-at-Arms, the first of the pursuivants. 
Blue Mantle, ste^iped forward and received from the offi(*er of the Usher 
the cushion of silver cloth, and (!rown-emblazoned portfolio. And the 
King-at-Arms said to the Usher of the Black Rod : 

“ Proceed ; I leave in your hands the introduction of his lordship ! ” 

The observance of these customs, and also of others which will now 
be described, were the old ceremonies in use prior to the time of Henry 
VIII., and which Anne for some time attempted to revive. There is 
nothing like it in existence now. Nevertheless, the House of Lords 
th||^s that it is unchangeable ; and, if Conservatism exists anywhere, 
'ft; IS there. 

It changes, nevertheless. Ji j^ur si muove. 

For instance, what has become of the May-i)ole— which the citizens 
of London erected on the 1st of May, when the peers went down to the 
House f The last one was erected in 1713. Since then the May-pole 
has disappeared. Disuse. 

Outwardly, unchangeable ; inwardly, mutable. Take, for example. 
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the title of Albemarle. It sounds eternal. Yet it has been thi-ough six 
different families — Odo, Maude ville, Bethuue, Plantagenet, Beauchamp, 
Mouck. Under the title of Leicester, five different names have been 
merged — Beaumont, Breose, Dudley, Sydney, Coke. Under Lincoln, 
six ; under Pembroke, seven. The families change, under unchanging 
titles. A supei’ficial historian believes in immutability. In reality it 
does not exist. Man can never be more than a wave ; humanity is the 
ocean. 

Ai’istocracy is proud of what women consider a reproach — age! 
Yet both cherish the same illusion, that they do not change. 

It is probable the House of Lords will not recognize itself in the 
foregoing description, nor yet in that which follows, thus resembling 
the once pretty woman, who objects to ha^*iug any wrinkles. The mir- 
ror is over a scapegoat, yet its tniths cannot bo contested. 

To portray exactly, constitutes the duty of an histoiian. 

The Kiug-at-Aims, turning to (xwyuidaine, said : 

“ Be pleased to follow me, my lord.” 

And he added ; 

“You will be saluted. Your loi‘dshi]», in returning the salute, will 
be pleased merely to iviiso the brim of your hat.” 

They moved off, in procession, towards a door at the far side of 
the room. The Usher of the Black Bod walked in front ; then Blue 
Mantle, (iairjdng the cushion ; then the Kiug-at-Arms ; an<l after him 
came Gwynplaim*, wearing his hat. The rest, kings-at-arms, heralds, 
and pursuivants, remained in the circ.ular room. 

G-wyiiplaine, preceded by the Usher of the Black Bod, and escoited 
by the Kiug-at-Arms, passed from i^oom to room, in a direction which 
it would now be impossible to trace, the old houses of pailiameiit hav- 
ing been pulled down. 

Amongst others, he crossed that Gothic state-chamber in which 
took place the last meeting of James II. and Monmouth, and whose 
walls witnessed the useless debasement of the cowardly nephew at the 
feet of his vindictive uncle. On the walls of this chamber hung, in 
chronological order, nine full-length portraits of fonnei* peers, with 
their dates — ^Lord Nansladron, 1305; Lord Baliol, 1300; Lord Bene- 
stede, 1314; Lord Cantilupo, 1356; Lord Moutbegon, 1357 ; Lord Tibo-. 
tot, 1373; Lord Zouch of Coduor, 1615; Lord Bella- Aqua, with no date; 
Lord Harren and Sun’ey, Count of Blois, also without date. 

It being now dork, lamps were burning at intervals in the galleries. 
Brass chandeliers, with wax candles, illuminated the rooms, lighting 
them like the side aisles of a chm*ch. 

None but officials were present. 
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In one room, which the procession crossed, stood, with heads 
respectfully lowered, the four clerks of the signet, and the Clerk of the 
Council 

In another room stood the distinguished Knight Banneret, Philip 
Sydenham, of Brympton, in Somersetshire. The Knight Banneret is a 
title conferred in time of war, under the unfurled i-oyal standard. 

In another room was the senior baronet of England, Sir Edmund 
Bacon, of Suffolk, heir of Sir Nicholas Bacon, styled. Primus haroneto- 
rwm Anglia. Behind Sir Edmund was an annor-bearer with an anjue- 
bus, and an esquire carrying the arms of Ulster, the baronets being the 
hereditary defendcis of the province of Ulster in Irehmd. 

In another room was the Chancellor of the Exchequer, with his 
four accountants, and the two deputies of the Lord Chamberlain, ap- 
pointed to cleave the tallies. 

At the entrance of a corridor covered with matting, which was the 
communication between the Lower and the Upper Hous(‘, G-wynplaine 
was saluted by Sir Thomas Mansell, of Margani, Comptroller of the 
Queen’s household and Member for Glamorgan ; and at the exit from 
the corridor by a deputation of one for every two of the Bai*ons of the 
Cinque Ports, four on the right and four on the left, the Cinque Poi*ts 
being eight in number. William Hastings did obeisance for Hastings ; 
Matthew Aylmor, for Dover ; Josias Burchett, for Sandwich ; Sir Philip 
Boteler, for Hythe ; John Brewer, for New Rumney ; Edwai*d South- 
well, for the town of Rye; James Hayes, for Winchelsea; George 
NaBor, for Seaford. 

As Gwynplaine was about to rotuni the salute, the King-at-Anns 
reminded him in a low voice of the etniuette. 

“ Only the biim of your hat, my lord.” 

Gwynplaine did as directed. 

He now entered the so-called Painted Chamber, in which there was 
no painting, except a few of saints, and amongst them St. Edwaixi, in 
the high arches of the long and deeji-pointed windows, which were cut 
in two by a platform that formed the coiling of Westminster Hall and 
the floor of the Painted Chamber. ™ 

On the far side of the wooden barrier which divided the room from 
end to end, stood the three Secretaries of State, men of mark. The 
functions of the flrst of these officials comprised the supervision of all 
affairs relating to the south of England, Ireland, the Colonies, France, 
Switzerland, Italy, Spain, Portugal, and Tm'key. The second had 
charge of the north of England, and watched affairs in the Low Coun- 
tries, Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Poland, and Russia. The third, a 
Scot, had charge of ScoHand. The two first-mentioned were English : 
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one of them being the Honorable Robert Harley, Member for the 
borough of New Radnor. A Scotch member, Mungo G-raham, Esquire, 
a relation of the Duke of Monti'ose, was present. All bowed, without 
speaking, to Gwynplaine, who returned the salute by touching his hat. 



The barrier-keeper lifted the wooden arm which, pivoting on a 
hinge, formed the entrance to the far side of the Painted Chamber, 
where stood the long table, covered with green cloth, reserved for peers. 
A branch of lighted candles stood on the table. Gwynplaine, preceded 
by the Usher of the Black Rod, Garter King-at-Arms, and Blue Man- 
tle, penetrated into ihia privileged compartment. The baiTier-keeper 
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closed the opening immediately Gwynplaine had passed. The King-at- 
Arms, having entered the precincts of the privileged compartment, 
halted. 

The Painted Chaml)er was a spacious apartment. At the farther 
end, upright, beneath the royal escutcheon which was placed between 
the two windows, stood two old men, in red velvet robes, with two rows 
of ermine trimmed with gold lace on their shoulders, and wearing wigs, 
and hats with white plumes. Through the openings of their robes 
might be detected silk garments and sword hilts. 

Motionless behind them stood a man dressed in black silk, holding 
on high a gimt ma»*t‘ of gold surmounted by a crowned lion. 

It was the Mace~beai*er of the Peers of England. 

The lion is their crest. Et les Lions ee .soiit les Barons et li 7Vr, 
runs the manuscript chronicle of Bertrand Dugueselin. 

The King-at-Arms pointed out the two persons in velvet, and whis- 
pered to Gwynplaine : 

“ My lord, these are your equals. Be jJeased to retmn their salute 
exactly as they make it. These two peers are barons, and have been 
named by the Lord Chancellor as your sponsors. They are very old, 
and almost ])lind. They wiU, themselves, introduce you to the House 
of Lords. The first is Charles Mildmay, Lord Fitzwaltor, sixth on the 
roll of bai’ous ; the second is Augustus Arundel, Lord Arundel of Tre- 
rice, thniiy-eighth on the roll of barons.” 

The King-at-Arms having advaiused a stejt towards the two old 
men, proclaimed : 

“ Permain Claucharlie, Baron Clancliarlie, Baron IlunkorviUe, Mar- 
quis of Corleone, in Sicily, greets your lordships ! ” 

The two peers raised their hats to the full extent of the ann, and 
then replaced them. 

Gwynplaine did the same. 

The Usher of the Black Eod stepi^ed forward, followed by Blue 
Mantle and Garter King-at-Arms. The Mace-bearer took up his post 
in front of Gwynplaine, the two peers at his side, Lord Pitzwalter on 
the right, and Lord Arundel of Trerice oif the left. Lord Arundel, 
the very feeble. He died the following year, 

bffi^eatWg to his grandson John, a minor, the title, which became 
extinct in 1768. 

The procession, leaving the Painted Chamber, entered a gidlery in 
which were rows of pilasters, and between the spaces were sentinels, 
alternately pike-men of England, and halberdiers of Scotland. The 
Scotch halberdiers were magnificent kilted soldiers, worthy to encounter 
later on, at Fontenoy, the French cavalry, and the royal cuirassiers, 
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■whom theii’ colonel thus addressed: “Messieurs les maitre.'t, assiirt-s vos 
chapeaux. Nous allons avoir VJwnueur de charger P 

The captain of these soldiers saluted Gwynplaine, and the peers, 



his sponsors, with their swords. The men saluted with their jnkes and 
halberds. 

At the end of the gallery shone a large door, so magnificent that its 
two folds seemed to be masses of gold. On each side of the door, there 
stood, upright and motionless, men who were called door-keepers. 

J ust before j’’ou came to this door, the gallery widened out into a 
circular space. In this space was an arm-chair with an immense back, 
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and on it, judging by his wig and from the amplitude of his robes, was 
a distinguished person. It was William Oowper, Lord Chancellor of 
England. 

To be able to cap a royal infirmity with a similar one has its ad- 
vantages. William Oowper was short-sighted. Anne had also defective 
sight, but in a lesser degree. The near-sightedness of William Cowper 
found favor in the eyes of the short-sighted (lueen, and induced her to 
appoint him Lord Chancellor, and Keepei* of the Royal Conscience. 
William Cowper’s upper-lip was thin, and his lower one thick — a sign 
of semi-good-nature. 

This circular space was lighted by a lamp hung from the ceiling. 
The Lord Chancellor was sitting gi*avely in his large arm-chair ; at his 
right was the Clerk of the Crown, and at his left the Clerk of the Par- 
liaments. 

Each of the clerks had before him an open register and an ink-horn. 

Behind the Lord Chancellor was his mace-bearer, holding the mace 
with the crown on the top, besides the train-bearer and purse-bearer, in 
large wigs. 

All these officers are still in existence. On a little stand, iioai* the 
wool-sack, was a sword, with a gold hilt and sheath, and belt of crimson 
velvet. 

Behind the Clerk of the Crown was an officer holding in his liands 
the coronation robe. 

Behind the Clerk of the Parliaments another officen’ held a second 
robe, which was that of a peer. 

The robes, both of scarlet velvet, lined with white silk, and having 
bands of ermine trimmed with gold lace over the shoulders, were 
similar, e^g^pt that the ermine band was wider on the coronation robe. 

The" third officer, who was the librarian, carried on a square of 
Flanders leather, the red book, a little volume boimd in red morocco, 
containing a list of the peers and commons, besides a few blank leaves 
and a pencil, which it was the custom to present to each new member 
on his entering the House. 

Gwynplaine, between the two peers, his sponsors, brought up the 
procession, which stopped before the wool-sack. 

The two peers, who introduced him, uncovered their heads, and 
Gwynplaine did likewise. 

The Eing-at-Arms received from the hands of Blue Mantle the 
cushion of silver cloth, knelt down, and presented the black portfolio 
on the cushion to the Lord Chancellor. 

The Lord Chancellor took the black portfolio, and handed it to the 
Clerk of the Parliament. 
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The Clerk received it ceremoniously, and then sat down. 

The Clerk of the Parliament opened the portfolio, and arose. 

The portfolio contained the two usual messages — ^the I'oyal patent 
addressed to the House of Lords ; and the writ of summons. 

The Clerk read aloud these two messages, with i-espectful deliber- 
ation, standing. 

The writ of summons, addressed to Permain Loi-d Clancharlie, <‘oii- 
cluded with the accustomed formalities : 

“ We strictly enjoin you, on the faith and allegiance that you owe, 
to come and take your place in person among the pi-elates and peers 
sitting in our Parliament at Westminster, for the pui-pose of giring 
your advice, in all honor and conscience, on the business of the kingdom 
and of the Chui’ch.” 

The reading of the messages l>eing comduded, the Lord Cluincellor 
1‘aised his voice : 

“The message of the Crown has been read. Lord Clancharlie, 
does your loi-dshiji renounce transubstantiation, adoration of saints, 
and the mass ? ” 

CTwynplaine bowed. 

“The test has been administered,” said the Lord (Chancellor. 

And the Clerk of the Parliament resumed : 

“ His lordship has taken the test.” 

The Lord Chancellor a<lded : 

“ My Lord Clancharlie, you can take your seat.” 

“ kSo be it,” said th«i two sponsors. 

The Kiug-at-Arms rose, took the sword from the stand, and buckled 
it round C-wyuplaine’s waist. 

“Ce faict,” says the old Norman chiu-tcr, “lo pair prtnnl son espee, 
et monte aux hauts sieges, et assiste a l’audien<*.e.” 

Cwynplaine heai'd a voice behind him, which said ; 

“ I array your loirishi]) in a peer’s robe.” 

At the same time, the oflBcer who spoke to him, who was holding 
the i-obe, placed it on him, and tied the black strings of the ermine cape 
round his neck. 

Q-wynplaine, the scarlet robe on his shoulders, aud the golden swoiri 
by his side, was attired like the peers on his right and left. 

The librarian presented to him the red book, and put it in the 
pocket of his waistcoat. 

The Kiug-at-Arms murmured in his ear : 

“ My lord, on entering, wiU bow to the royal chair.” 

The royal chair is the throne. 
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Meanwhile the two clerks were writing, each at his table — one on 
the register of the Crown ; the other on the register of the House. 

Then both — ^the Clerk of the Ci*own preceding the other — brought 
their books to the Lord Chancellor, who signed them. Having signed 
the two registers, the Lord Chancellor rose. 

“ Fermain Lord Clancharlie, Baron CSancharlie, Baron Hunkerville, 
Marquis of Corleone in Sicily, bo you welcome among yom- peers, the 
lords spiritual and temporal, of Great Britain.” 

Gwynplaine’s sponsors touched his shoulder. 

He tm’ned round. 

The folds of tin* great gilded door at the end of the gallery opened. 

It was the door of the House of Lords. 

Thii*ty-six hours only had elapsed since Gwynplaine, surrounded 
by a different procession, had entered the iron door of Southwark jail. 

What shadowy chimeras had passed, with teiTible rapidity, thi'ough 
his brain! Chimeras which were hard facts; rapidity, which was a 
capture by assault ! 



CHAPTER II 

IMPARTIALITY 

IE creation of an equality with th(‘ kiiipj called Peerage, 
was, ill liavharous epochs, a useful fiction. This rudiment- 
ary jioliticul expedient produced in Prance and England 
different results. In France, the peer was a mock king ; in 
England, a real prince — ^Icss grand than in Prance, but more genuine : 
we might say less, but worse. 

Peerage was bora in France; the date is uncertain — ^undor Charle- 
magne, says the legend ; mider Robert le Sage, says histoiy ; and his- 
toiy is not more to be relied on than legend. Pavin wiites : — “ The 
King of Prance Avished to attach to himself the gi’eat of his kingdom, 
by the magnificent title of })eers, as if they were his equals.” 

Peerage soon thrust forth branches, and from Prance passed over 
to England. 

The English peerage has been a gi'eat fact, and almost a mighty 
institution. It had for pi’eeedont the Saxon witenagemote. The Dan- 
ish thane and the Norman vavas.sour commingled in the baron. Bai’on 
is the same as vir, which is translated into Spanish by varon, and which 
signifies, par excelhncCf “Man.” As early as 1075, the barons made 
themselves felt by the king — and by what a king ! By William the 
Conqueror. In 1086 they laid the fmmdation of feudtdity, and its basis 
was the “ Doomsday Book.” Under John Lackland came conflict. The 
French peerage took the high hand with (Ireat Britain, and demanded 
that the King of England should appeal’ at their Bar. Great was the 
indignation , of the English barons. At the coronation of Philip Augus- 
tas, the K in g of England, as Duke of Normandy, carried the first square 
banner, and the Duke of Guyenne, the second. Against this king, a 
vassal of the foreigner, the War of the Barons burst forth. The barons 
imposed on the weak-minded King John, Magna Charta, from which 
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sprung the House of Lords. The pope took part with the king, and 
excommunicated the lords. The date was 1215, and the pope was 
Innocent III., who wrote the “ Fcni, Sancte SpirituSj^ and who sent to 
John Lackland the four cardinal virtues in the shape of four gold 
rings. The Lords persisted. The duel continued through many gen- 
erations. Pembroke struggled. 1248 was the year of “ the provisions 
of Oxford.” Twenty-four barons limited the king^s powers, discussed 
him, and called a knight from each county to take part in the widened 
breach. Here was the dawn of the Commons. Later on, the Lords 
added two citizens from each city, and two burgesses from ea(ih borough. 
It arose from this, that jxp to the time of Elizabeth the i)eers were judges 
of the validity of eler.tions to the House of Commons. Fi'om their juris- 
diction sprang the proverb that the members returned ought to be 
without the three P’s — sine Prece^ sine Prrtio, sine Pocnlo, This did 
not obviate rotten boroughs. In 1293, the Coui-t of Peers in Prance had 
still the King of England under their jurisdiction; and Philippe le 
Bel cited Edward I. to appear before him. Edward I. was the king who 
ordered his son to boil him down after death, and to cai"iy his bones to 
the wars. Under the follies of their kings the lords felt the necessity 
of fortifying parliament. They <li\’ided it into two chambers, the 
upper and the lower. The lords anogantly kept the supremacy. “ If 
it happens that any member of the Commons should be so bold as to 
speak to the prejudice of the House of Lords, lie is called to the bar of 
the House to be reprimanded, and, occasionally, to be sent to the 
Tower.” There is the same <listinction in voting. In the House of 
Lords they vote one by one, beginning with th(» junior, called the puisne 
baron. Each peer answers “ CW^6V^^,” or non-ConientP In the Com- 
mons they vote together, by “Aye,” or “No,” in a crowd. The 
Commons accuse, the peers judge. The peers, in their disdain of fig- 
ures, delegated to the Commons who were to profit by it the superin- 
tendence of the Exchequer, thus named, according to some, after the 
table-cover, which was like a chess-board, and according to others, from 
the drawers of the old safe, where was kept, behind an iron grating, the 
treasure of the kings of England. The “Year-Book” dates fi-om 
the end of the thirteenth century. In the War of the Boses the weight 
of the Lords was thrown, now on the side of John of Q-aunt, Duke of 
Lancaster, now on the side of Edmund, Duke of York. Wat Tyler, the 
Lollards, Warwick, the Kingmaker, all that anarchy from which freedom 
is to spring, had for foundation, avowed or secret, the English feudal 
system. The Lords were usefully jealous of the Crown; for to be jealous 
is to be watchf uL They circumscribed the royal initiative, diminished the 
category of cases of high treason, raised up pretended Richards against 
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Henry IV., appointed themselves arbitrators, judged the question of the 
three crowns between the Duke of York and Margaret of Anjou, and 
at need levied armies, and fought their battles of Shrewsbury, Tewkes- 
buiy, and St. Albans, sometimes winning, sometimes losing. Before 
this, in the thirteenth century, they had gained the battle of Lewes, and 
had driven from the kingdom the four brothers of the king, bastards of 
Queen Isabella by the Count de la Marche; all four usurers, who 
extorted money from Christians by means of the Jews; half princes, 
half shari>ers — ^a thing common enough in more recent times, but not 
held ill good odor in those days. Up to the fifteenth centiiiy the Nor- 
man Duke pooped out in the !^ng of England, and the acts of Parlia- 
ment were wiitten in P’remsh. Prom the reign of Henry VII., by the 
will of the Lonls, these were writhm in English. England, Briton 
under Uthor Peiidragon ; Roman under Cajsar ; Saxon under the Heii- 
tarchy; Danish under Harold; Norman after Wilham, then became, 
thanks to the Loivls, English. After that she became Anglican. To 
have one’s religion at home is a great power. A foreign pop(» drags 
doAvn the national life. A ]Mec<«i is an octopus, and devours it. In 
looJ, London bowed out Rome. The peerage adopted the refonnod 
religion, au<l the Lords accepted Luther. Here we have the answer to 
the excommunication of 12ir). It was agreeable to Hemy VIIT. ; but, 
in other respects, the Lords were a trouble to him. As a bulldog to a 
bear, so was the House of Lor<ls to Henry VIII. When Wolsey robbed 
the nation of Whitehall, and when Henry robbed Wolsey of it, who 
complained f Four Lords — Darcie, of Chichester; Saint John, of 
Bletsho ; and (two Norman names) Mountjoie and Mouuteagle. The 
king usuiiied. The peerage encroa(*hod. There is something in hered- 
itary power which is incoiniptible. Hence the insubordination of the 
Lords. Even in Elizabeth’s reign the barons were restless. Frem this 
resulted the tortm’os at Durham. Elizabeth was as a farthingale over 
an exe(*utioneer’s block. Elizabeth assembled Pai’liament as seldom as 
possible, and reduced the House of Lords to sixty-five members, 
amongst whom there was but one mai'quis (Winchester), and not a 
single duke. In Prance the kings felt the same jealousy and canied 
out the same elimination. Under Hemy III. there were no more than 
eight dukedoms in the peerage, and it was to the great vexation of the 
king that the Baron de Mantes, the Baron de Coucy, the Baron de Cou- 
lommiere, the Baron de Chateauneuf-en-Thimerais, the Baron de la 
F6re-en-Tardenois, the Baron de Mortagne, and some others besides, 
maintained themselves as barons — ^peers of Prance. In England the 
crown saw the peerage diminish with pleasure. Under Anne, to 
quote but one ft™nnp1fl, the peerages become extinct since the twelfth 
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century amounted to five hundred and sixty-five. The War of the 
Roses had begun the extermination of dukes, which the axe of Mary 
Tudor completed. This was, indeed, the decapitation of the nobility. 
To prune away the dukes was to cut off its head. Good policy, perhaps ; 
but it is better to corrupt than to decapitate. Jtuues I. was of this opin- 
ion. He restored dukedoms. He made a duke of his favorite Villiei*s, 
who had made Tiim a pig ; * a transfonnatiou from the duke feudal 
to the duke courtier. This sowing was to bring forth a rank haiwest : 
Charles H. was to make two of his mistresses duchesses — Barbara of 
Southampton and Louise dc la Querouel of Portsmouth. Under Anne 
there were to be t v\'i,uty-five dukes, of whom throe were to be foreign- 
ers, Cumberland, Cambrtdge, and Schomberg. Did this court policy, 
invented by James L, succeed f No. The House of Peers was in-itated 
by the effort to shackle it by inti-igue. It was irritated against James 
1., it was irritated against Chailes I., who, we may obseiwe, may have 
had something to do with the death of his father, just as Mtiiie de 
Medieis may have had something to do with the death of hei' husband. 
There was a rapture between Charles I. and the i)eerage. The lords 
who, under James 1., had tried at their bar extoi'tion, in the person of 
Bacon, under Chailes L, tried treason, in the person of Straffoi'd. They 
had condemned Bacon, — they condemned Straffoivl. One had lost his 
honor, the other lost his life. Charles I. was first beheaded in the ] ver- 
son of Strafford. The Lords lent their aid to the Commons. Tlie 
King convokes Parliament to Oxfoitl, the revolution convokes it to 
London. Forty-four peers side with the King, twenty-two with .the 
Republic. From this combination of the people with the Lords arose 
the Bill of Rights — a sketch of the French Droits de Pliomme^ a vague 
shadow fiuug back from the depths of futurity by the revolution of 
France on the revolution of England. 

Such wei’o the services of the peerage. Involuntaiy ones, we 
admit, and dearly purchased, because the said iveerage is a huge para- 
site. But considerable services, nevertheless. 

The despotic work of Louis XL, of Richelieu, and of Louis XIV., 
the creation of a sultan, leveling taken for true equality, the bastinado 
given by the sceptre, the common abasement of the people, all these 
Tifikish tricks in France the peers prevented in England. The aris- 
tocracy was a wall, banking up the king on one side, sheltering the 
people on the other. They redeemed their arrogance towards the 
people by their insolence towards the king. Simon, Earl of Leicester, 
said to Henry III.: thou hast lied!” The Lords curbed the 

crown, and grated against their kings in the tenderest point, that of 
* VilUers called James I. ‘•Your sowship.” 
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venery. Every lord, passing thi-ough a royal park, had the right to 
kill a deer ; in the house of the king the peer was at home ; in the 
Tower of London the scale of allowance for the king was no more than 
that for a peer, viz., twelve pounds sterling per week. This was the 
House of Lords’ doing. 

Yet more. We owe to it the deposition of kings. The Lords 
ousted John La(*kland, degraded Edward II., deposed Richard II., 
broke the power of Homy VI., and made Cromwell a possibility. What 
a Louis XIV. there was in (.^hai'les I. ! Thanks to Cromwell, it re- 
mained latent. By the bye, we may here observe, that Cromwell him- 
self, tlioLigli no historian seems to have noticed the fact, aspired to the 
peei’age. This was why he mariied Elizabeth Bouchier, descendant and 
heiress of a Cromwell, Lord Bouchier, whoso peerage became extinct 
ill 11-71, and of a Bouchier, Lord Robesart, another peerage extinct in 
14:2J). (^aiTied on with the formidable increase of important events, he 
found the suppression of a king a shorter way to power than the re- 
covery of a peerage. A ceremonial of the Lords, at times ominous, 
could reach even to the king. Two men-at-arms from the Tower, with 
their axes on their shoulders, between whom an accused peer stood at 
the bar of the house, might have betm there in like attendance on the 
king as on any other nobleman. For fiv’^e centuries the House of Lords 
acted on a system, and carried it out with determination. They had 
their days of idleness and weakness, as, for instance, that strange time 
when they allowed themselves to be seduced by the vessels loaded with 
cheeses, hams, and Grreek wines sent them by Julius II. The English 
aristocracy was restless, haughty, ungoveriialile, watcliful, and patri- 
otic,ally mistrustful. It was that aristocracy which, at the end of the 
seventeentli century, by act the tenth of the year 1694, deprived the 
borough of Stockbridge, in Hampshire, of the right of sending members 
to Parliament, and force<l the (Commons to declare null the election for 
that borough, stained by papistical fraud. It imposed the test on 
James, Duke of York, and, on his refusal to take it, excluded him from 
the throne. He reigned, notwithstanding; but the Lords wound up 
by calling him to account and banishing him. That aristocracy has 
had, in its long duration, some instinct of progress. It has always 
given out a certain quantity of appreciable light, except now towards 
its end, which is at hand. Under James II. it maintained in the Lower 
House the proportion of three hundred and forty-six burgesses against 
ninety-two knights. The sixteen barons, by courtesy, of the Cinque 
Ports were more than counterbalanced by the fifty citizens of the 
twenty-five cities. Though cornipt and egotistic, that aristocracy was, 
in some instances, singularly imimrtial. It is harshly judged. History 
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keeps all its compliments for the Commons. The justice of this is 
doubtfuL We consider the part played by the Lords a very great one. 
Oligarchy is the independence of a barbarous state, but it is an inde- 
pendence. Take Poland, for instance, nominally a kingdom, really a re- 
public. The peers of England held the throne in suspiciou and guaM- 
ianship. Time after time they have made their power more felt than 
that of the Commons. They gave cheek to the king. Thus, in that 
remarkable year, 1694, the Triennial Parliament BUI, rejected by the 
Commons, in consequence of the objections of William 111., was passed by 
thd Lords. William III., in liis iii*itation, deprived the Earl of Bath of 
the governorship of 1‘endennis Castle, and Viscomit Mordaunt t)f all 
his ofB.ces. The House of Lords was the republic of Veuiee in the 
heart of the royalty of England. To reduce the king to a doge was its 
object; and, in proportion as it deci*eased the power of the crown, it 
increased that of the people. Royalty knew this, and hated the peerage. 
Each endeavored to lessen the other. Wliat was thus lost by each was 
proportionate profit to the people. Those two blind powers, monarchy 
and oligarchy, could not see that they were working for the benefit of a 
thu’d, which was democracy. IVliat a delight it was to the c'l’own, in 
the last century, to be able to hang a peer. Lord Ferrers ! 

However, they hung him with a sUken rope. How jwlite ! 

“ They would not have hmig a peer of France," the Duke of Riche- 
lieu haughtUy remarked. Granted. They would have beheaded him. 
StUl more polite ! 

Montmorency Taucarville signed himself peer nf France and Fmf- 
Imul ; thus throwing the English peerage into the second rank. The 
peers of France were higher and less powerful, holding to rank more 
than to authority, and to lu'ccedence more than to domination. There 
was between them and the Loi'ds that shade of difference which sepa- 
rates vanity from pride. With the peers of France, to take precedence 
of foreign princes, of Spanish grandees, of A’’enetiau patricians; to see 
seated on the lower benches the Marshals of Fiance, the Constable and 
the Admiral of France, were he even Comte de Toulouse and son of 
Louis XIV. ; to di'aw a distinction between duchies in the male and 
female hne; to maintain the proper distance between a simple comte, 
like Armagnac or Albret and a cotnUt pairie, like Evreux ; to wear by 
right, at five-and-twenty, the blue ribbon of the golden fleece ; to coun- 
terbalance the Duke de la TremoiUe, the most ancient peer of the 
court, with the Duke Uz^s, the most ancient peer of the parliament ; to 
claim as many pages and horses to their carriages as an elector ; to be 
called memseignewr by the first President ; to discuss whether the Duke 
de Maine dates his peerage as the Comte d’Eu, from 1458 ; to cross the 
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grand chamber diagonally, or by the side, — such things were grave 
matters. Grave matters with the Lords were the Navigation Act, the 
Test Act, the enrollment of Europe in the service of England, the com- 
mand of the sea, the expulsion of the Stuarts, war with France. On 
one side, etiquette above all ; on the other, empire above all. The peers 
of England had the substance, the peers of France the shadow. 

To conclude, the House of Lords was a starting-point; towards 
civilization this is an immense thing. It had the honor to found a 
nation. It was the first incarnation of the unity of the people : English 
resistance, that obscure but all-i)owei'ful force, was bom in the House 
of Loi'ds. The barons, by a series of acts of violence against royalty, 
have paved the way for its eventual downfall. The House of Lords at 
the present day is somewhat sad and astonished at what it has unwill- 
ingly and unintentionally done, all the more that it is irrevocable. 

What are concessions ? Restitutions ; — and nations know it. 

“ I gi'ant,” says the king. 

“ I get back my own,” says the people. 

The House of Lor<ls believed that it was creating the privileges of 
the peerage, and it has produced the lights of the citizen. That vul- 
ture, aristocracy, has hatched the eagle’s egg of liberty. 

And now the egg is broken, the eagle is soaring, the vulture dying. 

Aristocracy is at his last gasp ; England is growing up. 

Still, let us be just towards the aristocracy. It entered the scale 
against royalty, and was its counterpoise. It was an obstacle to des- 
potism. It was a barrier. 

Let us thank and bury it. 



CHAPTER III 


THE OLD HALL 


two wings nor the two chambers are now in existence. The whole has 
been rebuilt. 

We have already said, and we must repeat, that there is no resem- 
blance between the House of Lords of the present day, and that of the 
past. In demolishing the ancient palace they somewhat demolished its 
ancient usages. The strokes of the pickaxe on the monument produce 
their counter-strokes on customs and charters. An old stone cannot 
fall without dragging down with it an old law. Place in a round room 
a parliament which has been hitherto held in a square room, and it will 
no longer be the same thing. A change in the shax>e of the shell 
changes the shape of tbe fish inside. 

H you wish to preserve an old thing, human or di^^ne, a code or a 
<Iogma, a nobility or a priesthood, never repair anything about it 
thoroughly, even its outside cover. Patch it up, nothing more. For 
in Jesuitism is a piece added to Catholicism. Treat edifices as 

you would treat institutions. Shadows should dwell in iniins. Worn- 
out powers are uneasy in chambers freshly decorated. Ruined palaces 
accord best with institutions in rags. To attempt to describe the House 
of Lords of other days would be to attempt to describe the unknown. 
History is night. In histor^there is no second tier. That which is 
no longer on the stage immemately fades into obscurity. The scene is 
shifted, and all is at once forgotten. The past has a synonym, the 
unknown. 

The peers of England sat as a court of justice in Westminster 


EAR Westminster Abbey was an old Norman palace which 
was burnt in the time of Heuiy AHII. Its wings were 
spared. In one of them Edward VI. placed the House of 
Lords, in the other the House of Commons. Neither the 
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and as the higher legislative chamber in a chamber specially 
reserved for the purpose, called The House of Lords. 

Besides the house of peers of England, which did not assemble as 
a court, unless convoked by the crown, two great English tribunals, 



inferior to the house of peers, but superior to all other jurisdiction sat 
in Westminster Hall. At the end of that hall they occupi^ adjoining 
compartments. The first was the Court of King’s Bench, in which the 
king was supposed to preside; the second, the Court of Chantry, in 
which the Chancellor presided. The one was a court of justice, the 
other a court of mercy. It was the Chancellor who counseled the King 
to pardon ; only rarely, though. . 
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These two courts, which are still in esdstence, interpreted legisla- 
tion, and reconstructed it somewhat, for the art of the judge is to carve 
the eode into jurisprudence ; a task from which equity results as it best 
may. Legidation was woriifed up and applied in the severity of the 
great hall of Westminster, the rafters of which were of chestnut wood, 
over which spiders could not spread their webs. There are enough of 
them in all conscience in the laws. 

To sit as a court, and to sit as a chamber, are two distinct things. 
This double function constitutes supreme power. The Long Parlia- 
ment, which began in November, 1640, felt the revolutiouaiy neces- 
sity for this two-edged sword. So it declared that, as House of Lords, 
it possessed judicial as well as legislative power. 

This double power has been, from time immemoiial, vested in the 
House of Peers. We have just mentioned that as judges they occupied 
Westminster Hall; as legislators, they ha<l another chamber. This 
other chamber, properly called the House of Lords, was oblong and 
narrow. AU the light in it came from four windows in deep embra- 
sures, which received their light through the roof, and a bull’s-eye, 
composed of six panes with curtains, over the thiime.. At night there 
was no other light than twelve half candelabra, fasteue<l to the wall. 
The chamber of Venice was darker still. A certain obscurity is pleas- 
ing to those owls of supreme power. 

A high ceiling adorned with many-faced relievos and gilded cor- 
nices, circled over the chamber where the Loi'ds assembled. The Com- 
mons had but a flat ceiling. There is a meaning in all monarchical 
buildings. At one end of the long chamber of the Lords was the door ; 
at the other, opposite to it, the throne. A few paces from the door, the 
bar, a transverse barrier, and a sort of frontier, marked the spot where 
the people ended, and the peerage began. To the right of the threne 
was a flre-place with emblazoned pinnacles, and two bas-reliefs of mar- 
ble, .representing, one, the victory of Cnthwolf over the Britons, in 572 ; 
the other, the geometrical plan of the borough of Dunstable, which had 
four streets, parallel to the four quaitere of the world. The throne was 
approached by three steps. It was called the royal chaii*. On the two 
walls, opposite each other, were displayed in successive pictures on a 
huge piece of tapestry given to the Lords by Elizabeth, the adventures 
of the Armada, from thed)ime of its leaving Spain, until it was wrecked 
on tile coasts of Hreat Britain. The g^at hulls of the ships were 
embroidered with threads of gold and silver, which had become black- 
ened by time. Against this tapestry, cut at intervals by the candelabra 
fasten^ in the wall, were placed, to the right of the throne, three rows 
of benches for the bishops, and to the left three rows of benches for 
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the dukesy marquises, and earls, in tiers, and separated by gangways. 
On the three benches of the first section sat the' dukes ; on those of the 
second, the marquises ; on those of the third, the earls. The vis- 
counts’ bench was placed across, opposite the throne, and behind, 
between the viscounts and the bar, were two benches for the barons. 

On the highest bench to the right of the throne sat the two arch- 
bishops of Canterbury and York ; on the middle bench, three bishops, 
London, Durham, and Winchester, and the other bishops on the lowest 
bench. Thei'e is between the Archbishop of Canterbury and the other 
bishops this- considerable difference, that he is bishop “by divine 
providence,” whilst the others are only so “by diHne permission.” On 
the right of the throne was a chair for the Prince of "Wales, and on the 
left, folding chau's for the royal dukes, and behind the latter a raised 
seat for minor peers, who had not the ])rivilege of voting. Plenty of 
fleurs-de-lis everywhere, and the great escutcheon of England over the 
four walls, above the peers, as well as above the king. 

The sous of peers, and the heirs to peerages, assisted at the debates, 
standing behind the throne, between the dais and the wall. A large 
square space was left vacant between the tiers of benches placed along 
three sides of the chamber and the throne. In this space, which was 
covered with the state (iarjiet, interwoven with the arms of Q-reat 
Britain, wei-e four wool-sacks — one in fi-ont of the throne, on which sat 
the Lord Chancellor, between the luace and the seal ; one in front of 
the bishops, on which sat the judges, counselors of state, who had the 
right to sit, but not to vote ; one in front of the dukes, raarciuises, and 
earls, on which snt the ^Secretaries of State ; and one in front of the 
viscounts and barons, on which sat the Clerk of the Crown and the 
Clerk of the Parliament, and on which the two under-clerks wrote, 
kneeling. 

In the middle of the spac'e was a large covered table, heaped with 
bundles of papers, registers, and summonses, with magnificent ink- 
stands of chased silver, and with high candlesticks at the four corners. 

The peers took their seats in chronological order, each according 
to the date of the creation of his peerage. They ranked according to 
their titles, and within then- grade of nobility Jiccording to seniority. 
At the bar stood the Usher of the Black Bo^ his wand in his hand. 
Inside the door was the Deputy-Ushei- ; and outside, the Crier of the 
Black Rod, whose duty it was to open the sittings of the Courts of 
Justice, with the cry, “ Oif&i!” in French, uttered thrice, with a solemn 
accent upon the first syllable. Near the Crier stood the Sei^eant Mace- 
bearer of the Chancellor. 

In royal ceremonies the temporal peers wore coronets on their 



230 


THE MAH WHO LAU0H8. 


heads, and the spiritual peers, mitres. The ai'chbishops wore mitres, 
with a ducal coronet ; and the bishops, who miik after viscounts, mitres, 
with a baron’s coronet. 

It is to be remarked, as a eoiueideuee at once strange and instruct- 
ive, that this square fonned by the throne, the bishops, and the barons, 
with kneeling magistrates within it, was in foim similar to the ancient 
parliament in France under the two first dynasties. The aspect of 
authority was the same in France as in England. Hincmar, in his 
treatise, “/)« Ordimtionc Sacri Palatii,” described in 853, the sittings of 
the House of Lords at Westminster in the eighteenth century. Strange, 
indeed ! a description given nine hundred years before the existence of 
the thing described. • 

But what is history f An echo of the past in the futm*e ; a reflex 
from the future on the past. 

The assembly of Parliament was obligattny only once in ever}' 
seven years. 

The Lords deliberated in secret, with closed doors. The debates of 
the Commons were public. Publicity entails diminution of dignity. 

The number of the Lords was nnlituited. To create lords was the 
menace of royalty ; a means of goveniment. 

At the beginning of the eighteenth century the House of Lords 
already contained a very large number of members. It has increased 
still fuifher since that period. To dilute the aristocracy is politic. 
Elizabeth most probably erred in condensing the peerage into sixty- 
five lords. The less numerous, the more intense is a peerage. In 
assemblies, the more numerous the membei's, the fewer the heads. 
James II. understood this when he increased the Upper House to a 
hundred and eighty-eight lords ; a hundred and eighty-six if we sub- 
tract from the peerages the two duchies of royal favorites, Portsmouth 
and Cleveland. Under Anne the total number of the lords, including 
bishops, was two hundred and seven. Not counting the Duke of Cum- 
berland, husband of the Queen, theni were twenty-five dukes, of whom 
the premier, Norfolk, did not take his seat, being a Catholic, and of 
whom the junior, Cambridge, the Elector of Hanover, did, although a 
foreigner'. Winchester, termed first and sole Marquis of England — as 
Astorga was termed sole Marquis of Spain, was absent, being a Jacobite ; 
so that there were only five mai'quises, of whom the premier was Lind- 
say, and the junior Lothian ; seventy-nine earls, of whom Derby was 
premier, and Islay junior; nine viscounts, of whom Hereford was 
premier, and Lonsdale junior ; and sixty-two barons, of whom Aber- 
gavenny was premier, and Hervey junior. Lord Hervey, the* junior 
baron, was what was called the “Puisn4 of the House.” Derby, of 
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whom Oxford, Shrewsbury, and Kent took precedence, and who was 
therefore but the foiuth under James IL, became (under Anne) premier 

earL Two Chancellor’s names had disapi)eared from the list of bai-ous 

Verulam, under which designation history finds us Bacon; and Wem, 
under which it finds us J eSeries. Bacon and J efEeries ! both nfl-mo B over- 
shadowed, though by different crimes. In 1705, the twenty-six bishops 
were reduced to twenty-five, the See of Chester being vacant. Amongst 
the bishops some were peers of high rank, such as William Talbot, 
Bishop of Oxford, who was head of the Protestant branch of that family. 
Others were eminent Doctors, like John Sharp, Ai-chbishop of York, 
formerly Dean of Norwich ; the iwet, Thomas Spratt, Bishop of Roch- 
ester, an apoplectic old man ; and that Bishop of Lincoln, who was to 
die Ai'chbishop of Canterbmy, Wake, the advei-sary of Bossuet. 

On important occasions, and when a message from the Crown to 
the House was expecte<l, the whole of this august assembly — in i-obes, 
in wigs, in mitres, or plumes — formed in line, and displayed their rows 
of heads, in tiers, along the walls of the House, where the stonn was 
vaguely to be seen exterminating the Armada — almost as much as to 
say, “ The storm is at the orders of England.” 



CHAPTEK IV 

THE OLD CHAMHEB 

IE whole ceremony of the investiture of Gwynplaine fi*om 
his entry under the King’s Gate to his taking the test undei* 
the nave window, was enacted in a sort of twilight. 

Liord William Cowi>er had not permitted that he, as 
Lord Chancellor of England, should receive too many details of circium- 
stances connected with the disfigurement of the young Lord Forfnain 
Glaneharlie, consiilering it below his dignity to know that a peer was 
not handsome ; and feeling that his dignity would suffer if an inferior 
should venture to intrude on him infoi-mation of su<di a nature. We 
know that a common fellow will take pleasure in saying : that prince 
is humpbacked ; ” therefore, it is abusive to say that a lord is deformed. 
To the few words dropped on the subject by the queen the Lord Chan- 
cellor had contented himself with replying : 

“ The face of a peer is in his peerage ! ^ 

XJltiiamtely, however, the affidavits he had read and certified en- 
lightened him. Hence the precautions which he took. The facje of the 
new lord, on his entrance into the House, might cause some sensation. 
This it was necessary to prevent ; and the Lord Chancellor took his 
measures for the purpose. It is a fixed idea, and a rule of conduct in 
ggpwe personages, to allow as little disturbance as possible. Dislike of 
incident is a part of their gravity. He felt the necessity of so ordering 
matters, that the admissmn of Gwynplaine should take place without 
any hitch, and like that of any other succ^essor to the peerage. 

It was for this reason that the Lord Chancellor directed that the 
reception of Lord Fermain Clancharlie should take place at the evening 
sitting. The Chancellor being the door-keeper — Quodammodo ostiarus^^ 
says the Norman charter; ^^Jamiarum cancellorumqu6 potestas^^ says 
Tertullian — he can officiate outside the room on the threshold; and 
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nave the 

Moreover, he had brought forwa^xi the hour for the 



the new peer iwtnaJly made his eutmuce into the hoixm before the 
nouse had assembled. 

™titure of a peer on the threshold, and not in the 
e^ber itself, there were precedents. The first hereditary baron, John 
iqft 7 Castle, created by patent by Eichard II., in 

, ^ron Kidderminster, was thus installed. In i-enewing this prec- 
edent the Lord Chancellor was creating for himself a future cause for 
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embarrassment, of which he felt the inconvenience less than two years 
afterwards on the entrance of Viscount Kewhaven into the House of 
Lords. 

Short-sighted as we have already stated him to be, Lord William 
Cowper scarcely perceived the deformity of Gwynplaine ; while the two 
sponsors, being old and nearly blind, did not perceive it at all. 

The Lord Chancellor had chosen them for that veiy reason. 

More than this, the Lord Chancellor, having only seen the presence 
and stature of Gwynplaine, thought him a fine-looking man. When 
the door-keeper opened the folding dooi*s to Hwynplaine there were but 
few peers in the house ; and these few were nearly aU old men. In 
assemblies the old membere ai'e the most punctual, just as towards 
women they are the most assiduous. 

On the duke’s benches there were but two, one white-headed, the 
other gray : Thomas Osborne, Duke of Leeds, and Schomberg, son of 
that Schomberg, Herman by birth, French by his marshal’s baton, and 
English by his peerage, who was banished by the edict of Nantes, and 
who, having fought against England as a Frenchman, fought against 
France as an Englishman. On the benches of the lords spiritual there 
sat only the Archbishop of Canterbmy, Primate of England, above; 
and below. Dr. Simon Patrick, Bishop of Ely, in conversation with 
Evelyn PieiTepoiut, Marquis of Dorchester, who was explaining to him 
the difference between a gabion considered singly and when used in the 
parapet of a field work, and between palisades and fraises ; the former 
being a row of posts driven into the gromrd in front of the tents, for 
the purpose of protecting the camp ; the latter sharp-pointed stakes set 
up under the wall of a fortress, to prevent the escalade of the Iwsiegers 
and the desertion of the besieged; and the marquis was explaining 
further the method of placing fraises in the ditches of redoubts, half of 
each stake being buried and half exposed. Thomas Thynne, Viscoimt 
Weymouth, having approached the light of a chandelier, was examining 
a plan of his architect’s for laying out his gardens at Longleat, in Wilt- 
shire, in the Italian style, — as a lawn, broken up into plots, with 
squares of turf alternating with squares of red and yellow sand, of river 
shells, and of fine coal dust. On the viscounts’ benches was a gi'oup of 
old peers, Essex, Ossulstone, Peregrine, Osborne, William Zulestein, 
Earl of Eochford, and amongst them, a few more youthful ones, of the 
faction which did not wear wigs, gathered round Price Devereux, Vis- 
count Hereford, and discussing the question whether an infusion of 
Apalachian holly was tea. “Very nearly,” said Osborne. — “Quite,” 
said Essex. This discussion was attentively listened to by Paulet St. 
John, a cousin of Bolingbroke, of whom Voltaire was, later on, in some 



THE MAN WHO LAUGH 8. 


235 


degi'ee the pupil ; for Voltaire’s education, commenced by Pere Poiw, 
■was finished by Bolingbroke. On the marquises’ benches, Thomas de 
Grey, Marquis of Kent, Lord Chamberlain to the Queen, was informing 
Robert Bertie, Marquis of Lindsay, Lord Chamberlain of England, that 
the first prize in the great English lottery of 1694 had been won by two 
French refugees. Monsieur Le Coq, formerly coimcilor in the parlia- 
ment of Paris, aud Monsiem* Raveuel, a gentleman of Brittany. The 
Earl of Wemyss was i-eading a book, entitled “ J*r(diqne Citrietise des 
Oracha des SqhiUes” John Campbell, Earl of Greenwich, famous for 
his long chin, his gayety, and liis eighty-seven years, was writing to his 
mistress. Lord ( ’liandos was trimming his nails. 

The sitting which was about to take place, being a royal one, where 
the crown was to lie rein’esented by commissioners, two assistant door- 
keepers were placing in front of the throne a beu(*.h covered with pur- 
ple velvet. On the second wool-sa<*k sat the Master of the Rolls, sacro- 
rwn serh/ionnn maq'tsUr, who hafl then for his residence the house 
foi’inerly belonging to the convei-ted Jews. Two mider-elerks were 
kneeling, and tinning oA’er the loaves of the registers which lay on the 
fourth W(»ol-sack. In the m<‘autim(* the Lord Chancellor took his place 
on the first Avo<*l-sack. The members of the chamber took theii’s, some 
sitting, others standing; when the Archbishop of (’auterbury rose aud 
read the jtrayer, aud the sitting of the house began. 

Gwyiqtlaiue had already been there for some time without attracting 
any notice. The second bench of bai-ons, on which was his place, was 
I'lose to the l)ar, so that he had had to take but a few steps to reach it. 
The two peers, his sponsors, sat, one on his right, the other on his left ; 
thus almost concealing the presence of the new-comer. 

No one having b(‘en fumishe<l Avith any prevdous iufonnatiou, the 
( ^lerk of the Parliament had read in a low voice, aud, as it were, mum- 
bled through the different documents concerning the new jieer, aud the 
Lord (fiiaiieellor had proclaimed his admission in the midst of what is 
called, in the reporis, “general inattention.” Eveiy one was talking. 
There buzzed through the House that cheerful hum of voices during 
which assemblies pass things which will not beai* the light, and at 
which they wonder when they find out what they have done, too late. 

Gwynplaiiie was seated in silence, with his heiul uncovered, between 
the two old peers. Lord Fitzwalter and Lord Arundel. 

Let us add that Barkilphedro, like a spy as he was, had, in his offi- 
cial communications before the Lord Chancellor, attenuated to a certain 
extent the defonnity of Lord Clancharlie, maintaining that Gwynplaine 
could at Avill suppress the ginn and look serious. Besides, from an aris- 
tocratic point of view, what did it matter f Lord Cowper, as a lawyer. 
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had declared : “ The restoration of a peer is of more importance than the 
restoration of a king!’' It is a shame and an outrage for a lord to be 
deformed, but how does that affect his right f The right of being peer 
or king is superior to deformity or infirmity. Was not a wild beast’s 
cry as hereditary as the peerage in the ancient family of the Comyns 
Earls of Buchan, extinct in 1347, so that it was by the tiger-yell that the 
Scotch peer was recognized? Did his blood-spotted face prevent 
Offisar Borgia from being Duke de Valentiuois ? Did blindness prevent 
John of Luxemburg being King of Bohemia ? Did a hiunp back pre- 
vent Bichard III. from being King of England ? Viewed aright, infirm- 
ity or defoimity, accepted with haughty mdifference, affirm and confirm 
grandeur. This is another aspect of the question, and not the least. 
As we have seen, nothing could oppose the admission of Gwynplaine, 
and the prudent precautions of the Lord Chancellor were superfluous 
from the point of view of aristocratic principle. 

On entering, according to the instructions of the King-at-Arins— 
afterwards renewed by his sponsors — ^he had bowed to the thimie. 

Thus all was over. He was a peer. 

That pinnacle, under the gloiy of whi<?h he had, all his life, seen 
his master, Ursus, bow himself down in fear — ^tbat prodigious pinnacle 
was under his feet 

He was in that place, so dark and yet so dazzling in England. Old 
peak of the feudal mountain, looked up to for six centuries by Europe 
and by histor}' ! 

Terrible nimbus of a world of shadow! He had entered into the 
brightness of its glory, and his entrance was iirevocable. 

He was there in his own sphere, seated on his throne, like the king 
on his. 

He was there, and nothing in the future could obliterate the fact. 
The royal crown, which he saw imder the dais, was brother to his coro- 
net. He was a peer of that throne. 

In the face of majesty he was peerage ; less, but like. 

Yesterday, what was he f A player. To-day, what was he f A 
prince. 

Yesterday, nothing ; to-day, everything. 

It was a sudden confrontation of misery and power, meeting face 
to face, and resolving themselves at once into the two halves of a con- 
science. Two spectres, Adversity and Prosperity, were taking posses- 
sion of the same soul, and each drawing that soul towards itself. 

Oh, pathetic division of an intellect, of a will, of a brain, between 
two brothers who are enemies ! the Phantom of Poverty and the 
Phantom of Wealth ! Abel and Cain in the same man ! . 



CHAPTER V 

ABISTOORATIC (K)SSIP 


Y degrees the seats of the House filled as the lords arrived. 
The question was the vote for augmenting, by a hundred 
thousand pounds sterling, the annual income of George of 
Denmark, Duke of Cumberland, the (pieen’s husband. Be- 
sides this, it was announced that several bills assented to by her majesty 
were to be brought back to the House by the (commissioners of the 
(Jrown empowered and charged to sanction them. This raised the sit- 
ting to a royal one. The peers all wore their robes over their usual court 
or ordinaiy di'ess. These robes, similar to that which had been thi*own 
over Gwynplaine, were alike for all, excepting that the dukes had five 
bands of ermine, tiimmed with gold ; marquises, four ; earls and vis- 
counts, three ; and barons, two. Most of the lords entered in groups. 
They had met in the coiiidoi’s, and were continuing the conversations 
there begun. A few came in alone. The costumes of all were solemn ; 
but neither their attitudes nor their woids coirespondod with them. 
On entering, each one bowetl to the throne. 

The peers flowed in. The senes of gi'eat names marched past with 
scant ceremonial, the public not being present. Leicester entered and 
shook Lichfield’s hand ; then came Charles Mordaunt, Eaxl of Peter- 
borough and Monmouth, the friend of Locke, under whose advice he 
had proposed the recoinage of money ; then Charles Campbell, Earl of 
Loudoun, listening to Fulke Greville, Lord Brooke ; then Dormer, Earl 
of Carnarvon ; then Robert Sutton, Baron Lexington, sou of that Lex- 
ington who recommended Charles II. to banish Gregorio Lcti, the his- 
toriographer, who was so ill-advised as to try to become a historian ; 
then Thomas Bellasys, Viscount Falconburg, a handsome old man ; and 
the three cousins, Howard, Earl of Bindon, Bowes Howard, Earl of 
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Berkshire, and Stafford Howard, Earl of Stafford — all together ; then 
John Lovelace, Baron Lovelace, which peerage became extinct in 1736, 
so that Bichardson was enabled to introduce Lovelace in his book, and 
to create a type under the name. All these personages— celebrated 
each in his own way, either in politics or in war, and of whom many 
were an honor to England — weie laughing and talking. 

It was history, as it were, seen in undi’ess. 

In less than half an hour the House was nearly full. This was to 
be expected, as the sitting was a royal one. What was more unusual 
was the eagerness of the convei'satious. The House, so sleepy not long 
before, now hummed like a hive of bees. 

The arrival of the peers who had come in late had woke them up. 
These Icsds had brought news. It was strange that the peers who had 
been there at the opening of the sitting knew nothing of what had 
occurred, while those who had not been there kuew all about it. 

Several lords had come from Windsor. 

For some hours past the adventures of G-wynplaiue had been the 
subject of conversation. A secret is a net ; let one mesh drop, and the 
whole goes to pieces. In the morning, in consequence of the incidents 
related above, the whole story of a peer found on the stage, and of a 
mountebank become a lord, had burst forth at Windsor in Royal places. 
The princes had talked about it, and then the lackeys. Froin the (Jourt 
the news soon reached the town. Events have a weight, and the math- 
ematical rule of velocity, increasing in proportion to the squares of the 
distance, applies to them. They fall upon the public, and work them- 
selves through it with the most astounding rapidity. At seven o’clock 
no one in London had caught wind of the story. By eight, Gwynplaine 
was the talk of the town. Only the lords who had been so punctual 
that tiiey were present before the assembling of the House wero ignorant 
of the circumstances, not having been in the town when the matter was 
talked of by eveiy one, and having been in the House, whero nothing 
had been perceived. Seated quietly on their benches, they were ad- 
dressed by the eager new-comers. 

“ Well ! ” said Francis Brown, Viscount Moutacute, to the Marquis 
of Dorchester. 

“WhatT” 

“ Is it possible f ” 

“Whatf” 

“ The Laughing Man ! ” 

“ Who is the Laughing Man ? ” 

" Don’t you know the Laughing Man f ” 

“No.” 
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“ He is a clown, a fellow performing at fairs. He has an extraor- 
dinary face, which people gave a penny to look at. A mountebank.” 

“ Well, what then f ” 

“ You have just installed him as a peer of England.” 



“ You are the laughing man, my Lord Moutaeute ! ” 

“ I am not laughing, my Lord Dorchester.” 

Lord Montacute made a sign to the Clerk of the Parliament, who 
rose from his wool-sack, and confirmed to their lordships the fact of 
the admission of the new peer. Besides, he detailed the circumstances. 

“How wonderful !” said Lord Dorchester. “I was talking to the 
Bishop of Ely all the while.” 


S40 


THE MAN WHO LAUQH8. 


The young Earl of Annesley addressed old Loi-d Eure, who had but 
two years more to live, as he died in 1707. 

“ My Lord Eure.” 

“ My Lord Annesley.” 

Did you know Lord LinnsBus Clancharlie ?” 

" A man of by-gone days. Yes, I did.” 

He died in Switzerland f ” 

“ Yes ; we were relations.” 

** He was a republican under Cromwell, and lemained a lepublican 
imder Charles II.?” 

“ A republican t Not at all ! He was sulking. He had a personal 
quaiTel with the king. I know from good authority that Lord Clan- 
charlie would have returned to his allegiance, if they had given him the 
office of Chancellor, which Lord Hyde held.” 

“ You astonish me. Lord Eure. I had heard that Lord Clancharlie 
was an honest politician.” 

“ An honest politician ! does such a thing exist ? Young man, 
there is no such thing.” 

“ And Cato ? ” 

“ Oh, you believe in (IJato, do you ? ” 

“ And Aristides f ” 

“ They did well to exile him.” 

“ And Thomas More 1 ” 

“ They did well to cut off his head.” 

“ And in your opinion. Lord Clancharlie was a man as you describe. 
As for a man remaining in exile, why, it is simply ridiculous.” 

“ He died there.” 

“ An ambitions man disappointed f ” 

“ You ask if I knew him ? I should think so indeed. I was his 
dearest friend.” 

“Do you know. Lord Em-o, that ho mairied when in Switzer- 
land f ” 

“ I am pretty sure of it.” 

“And that he had a lawful heir by that mamagef” 

“ Yes ; who is dead.” 

“ Who is living.” 

“Living?” 

“ Living.” 

“Impossible!” 

“ It is a fact — ^proved, authenticated, confirmed, registered.” 

“ Then that son will inherit the Clancharlie peerage ? ” 

“ He is not going to inherit it.” 
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“ Why t” 

“ Because he has inherited it. It is done.” 

“Done!” 

“Turn your head, Lord Eure; he is sitting behind you, on the 
barons’ benches. 

Lord Eure turned, but Gwynplaine’s face was concealed under his 
forest of hair. 

“ So,” said the old man, who could see nothing but his hair, “ he 
has already adopted the new fashion. He does not wear a wig.” 

Grantham accosted Colei)epper. 

“ Some one is finely sold.” 

“ Who is that!” 

“ David Dirry-Moir.” 

“ How is that f ” 

“ He is no longer a peer.” 

“ How can that be f ” 

And Henry Auverquerque, Earl of Grantham, told John Baron 
Oolepepper the whole anecdote — ^liow the waif-flask had l)een carried to 
the Admiralty, about the parchment of the Oomprachicos, the Jussu 
mf ls, countersigned Jeffiertea, and the confrontation in the tortui-e-cell 
at Southwark, the proof of all the facts acknowledged by the Lord 
(Jhancellor and >»y the Queen ; the taking the test under the nave, and 
finally the admission of Lor<l Fermain Clancharlie at the commence- 
ment of the sitting. Both the lords endeavored to distinguish his face 
as he sat between Lord Fitzwalter and Lord Arandel, but with no 
better success than Lord Eure and Lord Annesley. 

G^wynplaine, either by chance or by the arrangement of his ^n- 
sors, forewaiTied by the Loi-d Chancellor, was so placed in shadow as to 
escape their curiosity. 

“ Who is it ? Wliere is he ! ” 

Such was the exclamation of all the new-comers, but no one suc- 
ceeded in making him out distinctly. Some, who had seen Gwynplaine 
in the Green Box, were exceedingly curious, but lost their labor ; as it 
sometimes happens that a young lady is intrenched within a troop of 
dowagers, Gwynplaine was, as it were, enveloped in several layers of 
lords, old, infirm, and indifferent. Good livers, with the gout, are mar- 
velously indifferent in stories about their neighbors. 

There passed, from han<l to hand, copies of a letter three lines in 
length, written, it was said, by the Duchess Josiana to the Queen, her 
sister, in answer to the injunction made by her Majesty, that she should 
espouse the new peer, the lawful heir of the Clancharlies, Lord Fer- 
main. This letter was couched iu the following terms ; 
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Madam : 

‘^The arrangement will suit me just as welL I can have Lord 
David for my lover. 

(Signed) Josiana.” 

This note, whether a true copy or a forgery, was received by all 
with the greatest enthusiasm. A young lord, Charles Okehamptou, 
Baron Mohun, who belonged to the wigless faction, read and re-read it 
with delight. Lewis de Duras, Earl of Paversham, an Englishman with 
a Frenchman’s wit, looked at Mohun and smiled. 

“That is a woman I should like to marry!” exclaimed Lord 
Mohun. 

The lords around them overheard the following dialogue betwt‘en 
Duras and Mohun. 

“Marry the Duchess Josiana, Lord Mohun ! ” 

“ Why not I ” 

“ Plague take it.” 

“ She would make one very happy ! ” 

“ She would make many very happy.” 

“ But is it not always a question of many f ” 

“ Lord Mohun, you are right. With i*egard to women, we have 
always the leavings of others. Has any one ever had a l^eginning f ” 

“ Adam, perhaps.” 

“ Not he.” 

“ Then Satan.” 

“ My dear lord,” concluded Lewis de Duras, “ Adam only lent liis 
name. Poor dupe ! He endorsed the human race. Man was begotten 
on the woman by the devil.” 

Hugh Cholmondeley, Earl of Cholmondeley, strong in points of 
law, was asked from the bishops’ ben(;hes by Nathaniel Crew, who was 
doubly a peer, being a temporal peer, as Baron Crew, and a spiritual 
peer, as Bishop of Durham. 

“ Is it possible f ” said Ci*ew. 

“ Is it regular f ” said Cholmondeley. 

“ The investiture of this peer was made outside the House,” i*eplied 
the Bishop ; “ but it is stated that there are precedents for it.” 

“ Yes. Lord Beauchamp, under Bichard II. ; Lord Cheiiay, under 
Elizabeth.” 

“ Lord Broghill, under Cromwell.” 

“ Cromwell goes for nothing.” 

“ What do you think of it all f ” 

“Many different things.” 
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“My Lord Cholmondeley, what will be the rank of this young Lord 
Olancharhe in the House f ” 

“ My Lord Bishop, the interruption of the Republie having dis- 
placed ancient rights of precedence, Clancharlie now ranks in the peer- 



age between Bamai'd and Somers, so that should each be called upon 
to speak in turn, Lord Clancharlie would be the eighth in rotation.” 

“ Really ! he, a mountebank from a public show I ” 

“ The act, p&r se, does not astonish me, my Lord Bishop. We meet 
with such thingH. Still more wonderful circumstances occur! Was not 
the War of the Roses predicted by the sudden drying up of the river 
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Oui^e, in -Bedfordshire, on January Ist, 1399. Now, if a river dries up, a 
peer may, quite as naturally, fall into a seivile condition. Ulysses, King 
of Ithaca, played all kinds of different pai-ts. Feimain Claucharlie 
remained a lord under his playei-’s garb. Sordid garments touch not 
the soul’s nobility. But taking the test and the investiture outside the 
sitting, though strictly legal, might give lise to objections. I am of 
opinion that it will be necessary to look into the matter, to see if there 
be any ground to question the Loi-d Chancellor in Privy (’ouueil, later 
on. We shall see in a week or two what is best to be done.” 

And the Bishop added : 

“ All the same. It is an adventure such as has not occurred since 
Earl Gesbodus’s time.” 

Gwynplaine, the Laughing Man; the Tadcaster Inn; the Green 
Box; “ CAoos Switzerland; Chillon; the Comprachicos ; 

exile; mutilation; the Republic ; Jefferies ; James 11. ; tho jmssu rcf/is ; 
the bottle opened at the Admiralty; the father, Lord Linnanis; tlu^ 
legitimate son. Lord Feituain ; the bastai-d son, Lord David ; the prob- 
able law suits; the Duchess Josiana; the Lord Chancellor; the Queen 
— all these subjects of conversation ran from bench to bench. 

Whispering is like a train of gunpowder. 

They seized on every incident. All the details of the occuiTence 
caused an immense murmur through the house. Gwyiqdaine, wander- 
ing in the depths of his reverie, heard the buzzing without knowing 
that he was the cause of it. He was strangely attentive to the depths, 
not to the surface. Excess of attention becomes isolation. 

The buzz of conversation in the House impedes its usual business 
no more than the dust raised by a troop impedes its march. The judges 
— ^who in the Upper House were mere assistants, without the j)rivilege 
of speaking, except when (Questioned — had taken their pla<(es on the 
second wool-sack ; and the three Secretaries of State theirs on the thircL 

The heirs to peerages flowed into their compartment, at once with- 
out and within the House, at the back of the thix>ne. 

THie peers in their minority were on their own benches. In 1705 
the number of these little lords amounted to no less than a dozen — 
Huntingdon, Lincoln, Dorset, Warwick, Bath, Barlington, Derwent- 
water,— destined to a tragical death, — Longueville, Lonsdale, Dudley, 
Word, and Carterel : a troop of brats made up of eight earls, two vis- 
counts, and two barons. 

In the centre, on the three stages of benches, each lord had taken his 
seat Almost all the bishops were there. The dukes mustered strong, 
beginning with Charles Seymour, Duke of Somerset ; and ending with 
George Augustus, Elector of Hanover, and Duke of Cambridge, junior 
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in date of creation, and consequently junior in rank. All were in order, 
according to right of precedence: Cavendish, Duke of Devonshire, 
whose grandfather had sheltered Hobbs, at Hardwicke, when he was 
ninety-two ; Lenox, Duke of Bichmond ; the three Fitzroys, the Duke 
of Southampton, the Duke of Drafton, and the Duke of Northumber- 
land; Butler, Duke of Onnond; Somerset, Duke of Beaufort; Beau- 
clerk, Duke of St. Albans; Paulet, Duke of Bolton; Osborne, Duke 
of Leeds; Wrottesley Russell, Duke of Bedford, whose motto and 
device was che sara sara, which expresses a determination to take things 
as they come ; Sheffield, Duke of Buckingham ; Manners, Duke of Rut- 
land; and others. Neither Howard, Duke of Norfolk, nor Talbot, Duke 
of Shrewsbuiy, were present, being (Catholics; nor Churchill, Duke of 
Marlborough, the French Malbroiick, who was at that time fighting the 
French and beating them. There were no Scotch dukes tlieii — Queens- 
berry, Montrose, and Roxburgh not being admitted till 1707. 



CHAPTER YT 

THE HIGH AND THE LOW 

jL at once a bright light broke upon the House. Four door- 
keepers brought and placed on each side of the throne four 
high candelabra filled with wax-lights. The throne, thus 
illuminated, shone in a kind of purple light. It was empty, 
but aug^t. The presence of the queen herself could not have added 
much majesty to it. 

The Usher of the Black Rod entered with his wand, and an- 
nounced : 

“ The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty.” 

The hum of conversation immediately subsided. 

A clerk, in a wig and gown, appeared at the great door, holding a 
cushion worked with fleurs-de-lis, on which lay parchment documents. 
These documents were bills. From each hung the hiUe, or huUe, by a 
silken string, from which laws are called bills in England, and bulls at 
Rome. Behind the clerk walked three men in peers’ robes, and wearing 
plumed hats. 

These were the Royal Commissioners. The first was the Lord High 
Treasurer of England, Godolphin; the second, the Lord President of 
the Council, Pembroke ; the third, the Lord of the Privy Seal, New- 
castle. 

They walked one by one according to precedence, not of their rank, 
but of their commission — Godolphin first, Newcastle last, although a 
duke. 

They reached the bench in front of the throne, to which they bowed, 
took off and replaced their hats, and sat down on the bench. 

The Loi'd Chancellor turned towards the Usher of the Black Rod, 
and said : 

“ Order the Commons to the bar of the House.” 
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The Ueher of the Black Bod retired. 

The derk, who was one of the clerks of the House of Lords, placed 
on the table, between the four wool-sacks, the cushion on which lay the 
bills. 

Then there came an interruption, which continued for some m||^ 
utes. Two door-keepers placed before the bar a stool, with three steps. 
This stool was covered with crimson velvet, on which fleurs-de-lU were 
designed in gilt nails. 

The great door, which had been closed, was I'e-opeued ; and a voice 
announced : 

“ The faithful Commons of England.” 

It was the Usher of the Black Rod announcdiig the other half of 
parliament. 

The lords put on their hats. 

The members of the House of Commons entered, preceded by their 
Speakei’, all with uncovered heads. 

They stopped at the bar. They were in their ordinary garb ; for 
the most part, dressed in black and wearing swords. 

The Speaker, the Right Honorable John Smith, an esquire, member 
for the borough of Andover, got up on the stool which was at the centre 
of the bar. The Si)eaker of the Commons wore a robe of black satin, 
witli large hanging sleeves, embroidered before and behind with bran- 
deuburgs of gold, and a wig smaller than that of the Lord Chancellor. 
He was majestic, but inferior. 

The Commons, both Speaker and members, stood waiting, with 
uncovered heads, before the peers, who were seated, with their hats on. 

Amongst the members of Commons might have been remarked the 
Chief Justice of Chester, Joseph Jekyll ; the Queen’s three Sergeants-at- 
Law — Hooper, Powys, and Parker ; James Montagu, Solicitor-Ueneral ; 
and the Attorney-General, Simon Hai’court. With the exception of a 
few baronets and knights, and nine lords by courtesj’ — Haiiington, 
Windsor, Woodstock, Mordaunt, Granby, Scudamore, Fitzhardiuge, 
Hyde, and Berkeley — sons of jieers and heirs to peerages — all were of 
the people — a sort of gloomy and silent crowd. 

When the noise made by the trampling of feet had ceased, the 
Crier of the Black Rod, standing by the door, exclaimed : 

“ Oyez ! ” 

The Clerk of the Crown arose. He took, unfolded, and read the 
first of the documents on the cushion. It was a message from the 
Queen, naming three commissioners to represent her in Parliament,, 
with power to sanction the bills. 

“ To wit 
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Hero the Clerk raised his voice. 

“ Sidney Earl Godolphin.” 

The Clerk bowed to Lord Godolphiii. Lonl Godolphin raised his 

hat. 

The Clerk continued : 

“ Thomas Herbert, Earl of Pembroke and Montgomeiy.” 

The Clerk bowed to Lonl Pembroke. LoM Pembroke touched his 

hat. 

The Clerk I’csumed : 

“John Holies, Duke of Newcastle.” 

The Duke of Newcastle nodded. 

The Clerk of the Crown resumed his seat. 

The Clerk of the Parliaments ai*ose. His under-clerk, who had l^n 
on his knees behind him, got up also. Both turned their faces to the 
throne, and their backs to the Commons. 

There wei’e five bills on the cushion. These five bills, voted by the 
Commons and agreed to by the Lords, awaited the royal sanction. 

The Clerk of the Pai’liaments read the first bill. 

It was a bill passed by the Commons, charging the country with 
the costs of the impi-ovements ma<le by the Queen to her residence at 
Hampton Court, amounting to a million sterling. 

The reading over, the Clei’k bowed low to the throne. The under- 
clerk bowed lower still ; then, half tmuing his head towai’ds the Com- 
mons, he said : 

“ The Queen accepts your benevolence — et aimi le rrut.” 

The Clerk read the second bill. 

It was a law condemning to imprisonment and fine whomsoever 
withdrew himself from the sendee of the train-bands. The train-bands 
were a militia, recruited from the middle and lower classes, serving 
gititis, which in Elizabeth’s reign fm'uished, on the approach of the 
Armada, one hundred and eighty-five thousand foot-soldiers and forty 
tiM^isand home. 

The two clerks made a fresh bow to the throne, after which, the 
nnder-clerk, again half turning his face to the Commons, said : 

“ La Heine le vent.” 

The third bill was for increasing the tithes and prebends of the 
Bishopric of Lichfield and Coventry, which was one of the .richest in 
England ; for making an increased yearly allowance to the cathedral, 
for augmenting the number of its canons, and for increasing its dean- 
eries and benefices, “to the benefit of our holy religion,” as the preamble 
set forth. 

The fourth bill added to the budget fresh taxes : one on marbled 
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paper ; one on hackney coaches, fixed at the number of eight hundred 
in London, and taxed at a sum equal to fifty-two francs yearly each ; 
one on barristers, attorneys, and solicitors, at forty-eight francs a year 
a head ; one on tanned skins, notwithstanding, said the preamble, the 
complaints of the workers in leather. One on soap, notwithstanding the 
petitions of the City of Exeter and of the whole of Devonshire, where 
great quantities of cloth and serge were manufactured ; one on wine at 
four shillings ; one on flour ; one on barley and hops ; and one renewing 
for four years — “ the necessities of the State,” said the preamble, “ re- 
quiring to be attended to before the renioiistraiices of commerce” — ^toii- 
nage-dues, varying from six francs per ton, for shij)s coming from the 
westward, to eighteen francs on those coming from the eastward. 
Finally, tln^ bill, declaring the sums already levied for the cun-ent year 
insuflicient, concluded by decreeing a poll-tax on each subject through- 
out the kingdom of four shillings per head, adding that a double tax 
would be levied on every one who did not take the fresh oath to 
Government. 

The fifth bill forbade the admission into the hospital of any sick 
p€n*son who on entering did not dei)osit a pound sterling to pay for his 
funeral, in ease of death. These last tliree bills, like the first two, were 
one after the other sanctioned and made law by a bow to the throne, 
and the four words pronounced by the under-clerk, “ la Heine le rent^^ 
spoken over his shouhler to the (Vmimons. Then the under-clerk knelt 
down agaiiii before the fourth wool-sack, and the Lord Chancellor said: 

“ Salt fait connne it esf desire. 

This terminated the royal sitting. The Speaker, bent double before 
the Cliaiicelloi', descended fi*om the stool, backwards, lifting up his robe 
behind him; the members of the House of Commons bowed to the 
ground, and as the Upper House resumed the business of the day, heed- 
less of all these marks of respect, the Commons departed. 



CHAPTER VII 

BTOBMR OF MEN ABE WOBSE THAN STOBMS OF OCEANS 

IE doors were closed again, the Usher of the Black Ro<l 
re-entered; the Lords Commissionei's left the bench of 
State, took their places at the top of the dnkes’ benches, by 
right of their commission, and the Lord (Miaucellor ad- 
dressed the House. 

“ My Loi'ds, the House having deliberated for sevei-al days on the 
Bill which proposes to augment, by 100,000/. sterling the annual provi- 
sion for his Royal Highness the Prince, her Majesty’s Consort, and the 
debate having been exhausted and closed, the House will proceed to vote; 
the votes will be taken according to custom, beginning with the puisne 
Baron. Each Lord, on his name being called, will risti and answer con- 
tent, or non-content, and will be at liberty to explain the motives of his 
vote, if he thinks fit to do so. Clerk, take the vote.” 

The Clerk of the House, standing up, opened a large folio, and 
spread it open on a gilded desk. This book was the list of the Peerage. 

The puisne of the House of Lords at that time was John Heiwey, 
created Baron and Peer in 1703, from whom is descended the Mai'quis 
of Bristol. 

Th^;iCllerk called : 

*11y Lord John, Baron Hervey.” 

An old man in a fair wig arose, and said, “ Content.” - 

Then he sat down.^ 

The Clerk registered his vote. 

The Clerk continued : 

“ My Lord Francis Seymour, Baron Conway, of Killultagh.” 

^ Content,” murmured, half rising, an elegant young man, with a 
face like a page, who little thought that he was to be ancestor to the 
Marquises of Hertford. 
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“My Lord John Leveson, Baron G-ower,” continued the Clerk. 

This Baron, from whom were to spring the Dukes of Sutherland, 
rose, and, as he reseated himself, said “ Content.” 

The Clerk went on : 

“ My Lord Heneage Finch, Baron Guernsey.” 

The ancestor of the Earls of Aylesford, neither older nor less ele- 
gant than the ancestor of the Marquises of Hertford, justified his 
device, aperto vivere voto, by the proud tone in which he exclaimed, 
“ Content.” 

Whilst he was resuming his seat, the Clerk called the fifth Baron. 

“ My Lord John, Baron Granville.” 

liising and resuming his seat quickly, “ Content,” exclaimed Lord 
Granville, of Potheridge, whose peerage was to become extinct in 1709. 

The Clerk passed to the sixth. 

“ My Lord Charles Montague, Baron Halifax.” 

“ Content,” said Lord Halifax, the beai’er of a title which had be- 
come extinct in the Saville family, and was destined to become extinct 
iigain in that of Montague. Montague is distinct from Montagu and 
Montacute. And Lord Halifax added, “ Piince George has an allow- 
ance as Her Majesty’s Consort ; he has another as Piince of Denmark ; 
another as Duke of Cumberland ; another as Lord High Admiral of 
England and Ireland; but he has not one as Commander-iu-Chief. 
This is an injustice and a wrong which must be set right, in the inter- 
est of the English i)eople.” 

Then Lord Halifax passed an eulogium on the Christian religion, 
abused popery, and voted the subsidy. 

Lord Halifax sat down, and the Clerk resumed: 

“ My Lord Christopher, Baron Barnard.” 

Lord Barnard, from whom were to descend the Dukes of ( ’leveland, 
rose to answer to his name. 

“ Content.” 

He took some time in reseating himself, for ho wore a lace band 
which was worth showing. For all that. Lord Barnard was a worthy 
gentleman and a brave officei*. 

While Loi-d Barnard was resuming his seat, the Clerk, who read by 
routine, hesitated for an instant; he readjusted his spectacles, and 
leaned over the register with renewed attention ; then, lifting up his 
head, he said : 

“ My Lord Fermaiu Claucharlie, Baron Clauchailie and Hunker- 
ville.” 

Gwynplaine arose. 

“ Non-content,” said he. 
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Every face was turned towards him. &wyuplaine remained stand- 
ing. The branches of candles, placed on each side of the throne, lighted 
up his features, and marked them against the darkness of the august 
chamber in the relief with which a mask might show against a back- 
ground of smoke. 

Gwynplaine had made that effort over himself which, it may be 
remembered, was possible to him in extremity. By a conceuti'atiou of 
will equal to that which would lie needed to cow a tiger, he had suc- 
ceeded in obliterating for a moment the fatal gidn upon his face. For 
an instant he no longer laughed. This effort could not last long. Re- 
bellion against that which is our law or our fatality, must be short- 
lived ; at times, the waters of the sea resist the i>ower of gi’avitation, 
swell into a water-spout and beeojne a mountain, but only t)n the con- 
dition of falling back again. 

Such a struggle was Gwyuplaine’s. For an instant, which he felt 
to ba a solemn one, by a prodigious intensity of will, but for not mucli 
longer than a flash of lightning lasts, he had throw'ii over his brow the 
dark veil of his soul — lie held in suspense his incurable laugh. From 
that face upon which it had been carved, he had withdrawn the joy. 
Now it was nothing but tenable. 

“ Who is this man ? ” exclaimed all. 

That forest of hair ; those dark hollows under the brows ; the deep 
gaze of eyes which they could not see ; that head, on the wild outlines 
of which light and dai’kness mingled weirdly ; wei-e a wonder, indeed. 
It was lieyond aU understanding; much as tliey had heanl of him, the 
sight of Gwynplaine was a tern>r. Even those who expe<*ted much 
found their expectations surpassed. It was as though on the mountain 
reserved for the gods, during the lianquet on a seione evening, the 
whole of the all-powerful body being gathered together, the face of 
Prometheus, mangled by the vultmaj’s beak, should have suddenly 
appeared before them, like a blood-<iolored moon on the hoiizou. 
Olympus looking on Caucasus! What a vision! Old and young, 
open-mouthed with surprise, fixed their eyes upon Gwynplaine. 

An old man, respected by the whole House, who had seen many 
men and many things, and who was intended for a dukedom — Thomas, 
Earl of Wharton — rose in tenor. 

“ What does all this mean ? ” he cried. “ Who has brought this 
man into the House ? Let him be put out.” 

And addressing Gwynplaine, haughtily : 

“ Who are you ? Whence do you come f ” 

Gwynplaine answered : 

“ Out of the depths.” 




“My lords, you are highly placed. It is well. We must l)elieve 
that God has his reasons that it should be so. You have power, 
opulence, pleasure, the sun ever shining in your zenith ; authority un- 
bounded, enjoyment without a sting, and a total forgetfulness of others. 
So be it. But there is something below you — above you, it may be. 
My lords, I bring you news ; news of the existence of mankind.” 
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Assemblies are like children. A strange occurrence is as a Jack- 
in-the-box to them. It frightens them ; but they like it. It is as if a 
spring were touched, and a devil jumps up. Mirabeau, who was also 
deformed, was a case in point in France. 

Gwynplaine felt within himself, at that moment, a strange eleva- 
tion. In addressing a body of men, one’s foot seems to rest on them ; 
to rest, as it were, on a pinnacle of souls — on human hearts, that quiver 
under one’s heel. Gwynplaine was no longer the pian who had been, 
only the night before, almost mean. The fumes of the sudden eleva- 
tion which had disturbed him, had cleared off and become transparent, 
and in the state in which Gwynplaine had been seduced by a vanity, he 
now saw but a duty. That which had at first lessened, now elevated, 
him. He was illuminated by one of those great fiashes which emanate 
from duty. 

All round Gw 3 mplaine arose cries of “ Hear, hear ! ” 

Meanwhile, rigid and superhuman, he succeeded in maintaining on 
his features that severe and sad contraction under which the laugh was 
fretting like a wild horse struggling to escape. 

He resumed : 

“ I am ho who cometh out of the depths. My lords, you are great 
and rich. There lies your danger. You profit by the night ; but be- 
wai’e ! The Dawn is all-powerfuL You cannot prevail over it. It is 
coming. Nay ! it is come. Within it is the day-spring of iiTesistible 
light. And who shall hinder that sling from hm’ling the sun into the 
skyf The sun I speak of is Bight. You arc Piivilege. Tremble! 
The real master of the house is about to knock at the door. What is 
the father of Privilege 1 Chance. What is his son f Abuse. Neither 
Chance nor Abuse are abiding. For both a dark moii'ow is at hand ! 
I am come to warn you. I am come to impeach your happiness. It is 
fashioned out of the misery of your neighbor. You have everything, 
and that everything is composed of the nothing of others. My lords, 
an advocate without hope, pleading a cause that is lost; but 
that cause God will gain on appeal. As for me, I am but a voice. 
Mankind is a mouth, of which I am the cry. You shall hear me ! I 
am about to open before you, peem of England, the great assize of the 
people; of that sovereign who is the subject; of that criminal who is 
the judge. I am weighed down under the load of all that I have to say. 
Where am I to begin t I know not. I have gathered together, in the 
vast diffusion of suffering, my innumerable and scattered pleas. What 
am I to do with them now? They overwhelm me, and I must cast 
them to you in a confused mass. Did I foresee this T No. You are 
astonished. So I am. Yesterday, I was a mountebank. To-day, I am 
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a peer. Deep play! Of-whoml Of the Unkuown. Let us all tremble. 
My lords, all the blue sky is for you. Of this immense universe you 
see but the sunshine. Believe me, it has its shadows. Amon g st, you I 
am called Lord Fermaiu Olancharlie; but my true name is one of pov- 
erty — Q-wynplaine. I am a wretched thing carved out of the stuff of 
which the great are made, for such was the pleasure of a king. That 
is my history. Many amongst you knew my father. I knew him not. 
His connection with you was his feudal descent ; his outlawry is the 
bond between him and me. What God willed was well. I was cast 
into the abyss. For what end ? To search its depths. I am a diver, 
and I have brought back the pearl, truth. I speak, because I know. 
You shall hear me, my lords. I have seen, 1 have felt ! Suffeiing is 
not a mere word, ye happy ones! Poverty 1 grew up in; winter has 
frozen me ; hunger T havt* tasted ; contempt I have suffered ; pestilence 
I Lar'c undergone ; 8liara<} I have dnrnk of. And I will vomit all these 
up before you, and this ejection of all misery shall sully your feet and 
flames about them. T hesitated before I allowo*! myself to be bi*ought 
to the place whei*e I now stand, Ireeause I have duties to othei-s else- 
whei’c, an<l my Iw'art is not hei’e. What i»a.'<sed within me has nothing 
to do with you. W'lum the man, whom you call T'shei* of the Black 
Rod, came to seek me by oi‘d(*r of the woman whom you call the Queen, 
the idea stnrck me for a moment that I would refuse to come. But it 
seemed to me that the hidden hand of (tUmI jn'cssed me to the sjtot, and 
I obeve<l. I felt that 1 must come amongst you. Whv f Because of 
my I’ags of yesterday. It is to raise my voice am(mg those who have 
eatoir their fill that God mixed me up with the famished. Oh, have 
pity ! Of this fatal world to which you believe yourselves to belong, 
you know nothing. Placed so high, you are out of it. But I will tell 
you what it is ; 1 have had experience enough. I come fr’om beneath 
the pressm’e of your feet. I can tell you yom‘ weight. Oh, you who 
are master's, do you know what you aref do you see what you are 
doing? No. Oh, it is dreadful! One night, one night of storon, a 
little deserted child, an orphan alorre in the imrneasui'able creatiorr, I 
made rny entrance into that dai’kness which you call society. The first 
thing that I saw was the law, rmder the form of a gibbet ; the second 
was riches, your riches, under the form of a woman dead of cold and 
hunger ; the third, the future, under the form of a child left to die ; the 
fourth, goodness, truth, and justice, under the figure of a vagabond, 
whose sole friend and companion was a wolf.” 

Just then, Gwynplaine, stricken by a sudden emotion, felt the sobs 
rising in his throat, causing him most unfortunately to burst into an 
uncontrollable fit of laughter. 
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The contagion was immediate. A cloud had hung over the assem- 
bly. It might have broken into terror; it broke into delight. Mad 
merriment seized the whole House. Nothing pleases the great cham- 
bers of sovereign man so much as buffoonery. It is theii* revenge upon 
their gi'aver moments. 

The laughter of kings is like the laughter of the gods. There is 
always a cruel point in it. The lords set to play. Sneers gave sting 
to their laughter. They clapped their hands around the speaker, and 
insulted him. A volley of merry exclamations assailed him like blight, 
but wounding hailstones. 

“ Bi’avo, Hwyuplaine!” — “Bravo, Laughing Man!” — “Bravo, Snout 
of the Green Box ! ” — “ Mask of Tarrinzeau Field ! ” — “ You are going 
to give us a performance ! ” — “ That’s right ; talk away I ” — “There’s a 
funny fellow ! ” — “ How the boast does laugh, to be sure ! ” — “ Gk)od-day, 
pantaloon!” — “How d’ye do, my loi*d clown!” — “Gk) on with your 
speech ! ” — “ That fellow a peer of England f ” — “ Go on ! ” — “ No, no ! ” 
— “Yes, yes!” 

The Lord Chancellor was much disturbed. 

A deaf peer, James Butler, Duke of Ormond, placing his hand to 
his ear like an ear-trumpet, asked Charles Beauclerk, Duke of Saint 
Albans : 

“ How has he voted ? ” 

“ Noii-t!ontent.” 

“ By heavens ! ” said Onnond, “ I can understand it, with such a 
face as his.” 

Do you think that you can ever recnphire a crowd once it has 
escaped your grasp f And all assemblies are crowds alike. No, elo- 
quence is a bit ; if the bit bi*eaks, the audience runs away, and rushes 
on till it has thrown the orator. Hearers naturally dislike the speaker, 
which is a fact not as clearly understood as it ought to be. Instinct- 
ively he pulls the i-eins, but that is a useless expedient. However, all 
oji^tors tiy it, as Gwynplaine did. 

He looked for a moment at those men who were laughing at him. 
Then he cried : 

“ So, you insult misery ! Silence, Peers of England! Judges, listen 
to my pleading ! Oh ! I conjure you, have pity. Pity for whom f 
Pity for yourselves. Who is in danger f Yourselves ! Do you not see 
that you are in a balance, and that there is in one scale your power, and 
in the other your responsibility f It is God who is weighing you. Oh, 
do not laugh. Think. The trembling of your consciences is the oscil- 
lation of the balance in which God is weighing your actions. You are 
not wicked; you are like other men, neither better nor worse. You 
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believe yourselves to be gods, but bo ill to-morrow, and see your divin- 
ity shivering in fever ! We are worth one as much as the other. I 
address myself to honest men ; there are sucl^here. I address myself 
to lofty intellects ; there are such here. I address myself to generous 
souls; there are such here. You are fathers, sons, and brothers ; thei-e- 
fore you ai*e often touched. He amongst you who has this morning 
watched the awaking of his little child, is a good man. Heai-ts are all 
alike. Humanity is nothing but a heart. Between those who oppress 
and those who are oppressed, there is but a difference of place. Tour 
feet tread on the heads of men. The fault is not yours ; it is that of 
the social Babel. The building is faulty, and out of the peii)eudicular. 
One floor bears down the otliei*. Listen, and I will tell you what to do. 
Oh ! as you are powerful, be brotherly. As you are gi'eut, be tender. 
If you only knew what I have seen ! Alas ! What gloom is there be- 
neath ! The Isolde are in a dungeon. How many are condemned who 
are innocent ! No daylight, no air, no virfue ! They ai*e without hope, 
and yet — there is the danger ! they exj'oct something. Realize all this 
misery. There are beings who live in death. There are little girls who 
at twelve begin by prostitution, and who end in old age at twenty. As 
to the seveiities of the criminal code, they are fearfirl. I speak some- 
what at random, and do not lack my words. 1 say eveiything that 
comes into my head. No later than yesterday, I, who stand here, saw a 
man lying in chains, naked, with stones piled on his chest, expii-e in 
torture. Do you know of these things? No. If you knew what 
goes on, you would not dare to bo happy. Who of you have been to 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne ? There, in the mines, are men who chow coals 
to fiU their stomachs and deceive hunger. Look here ! in Lancashire, 
Ribbleehoster has sunk, by poverfy, fi’om a town to a village. I do not 
see that Prince George of Denmark requires a hundi’ed thousand 
IHJunds extra. I should ju^efer receiving a poor sick man into the hos- 
pital, without compelling hbu to pay his funeral expenses in advance. 
In Caniaiwon, and at Strathmore, as well as at Strathbickan, the ex- 
haustion of the poor is hoiidble. At Strafford, they cannot drain the 
marsh, for want of money. The manufactories are shut up all over 
Laucashii'e. There is forced idleness everywhere. Do you know that 
the herring flshers at Harlech eat grass when the flshery fails ? Do you 
know that at Bui'ton-Lazars there are still lepers conflned, on whom 
they fire if they leave their tan houses f At Ailesbury, a town of which 
one of you is lord, destitution is chronic. At Penkridge, in Coventry, 
where you have just endowed a cathedral and enriched a bishop, there 
are no beds in the cabins, and they dig holes in the earth, in which to 
put the little children to lie, so that instead of beginning life in the 
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cradle, tliey begin it in the grave. I have seen these things ! My loi'ds, 
do you know who pays the taxes you vote ? The dying ! Alas ! you 
deceive yourselves. Yqp. are going the wrong road. You augment the 
poverty of the poor to increase the riches of the rich. You should do 
the reverse. "WTiat ! take from the worker to give to the idle, take from 
the tattered to give to the woU-clad; take from the beggar to give to 
the prince ! Oh, yes ! I have old Republican blood in my veins. I 
have a horror of these things. How I execrate kings ! And how shame- 
less are the women ! I have been told a sad story. How I hate Charles 
n.! A woman whom my father loved, gave herself to that king whilst 
my father was dying in exile. The inostitute! Charles II., James II. ! 
After a scamp, a scoundrel. What is there in a king I A man, fe(*blo 
and contemptible, subject to wants and infinnities. Of what good is a 
king f Y<m cultivate that parasite, royalty ; yon make a sei*pent of that 
wonn, a dragon of that insect. Oh, pity the poor I Yon increase the 
weight of the taxes for the profit of the throne. Look to the laws 
which you decree. Take hoed of the suffering swarms which you 
crush. Oast youi* eyes down. Look at what is at your feet. () ye 
great, there are the little. Have pity! yes, have pity on yourselves; 
for the people is in its agony, and when the low’er part of the ti’unk 
dies, the higher parts die too. Death spai'es no limb. When night 
comes no one can keep his corner of daylight. Are you selfish f then 
save others. The destnaction of the vessel cannot be a matter of indif- 
ference to any passenger. There can be no wreck for some that is not 
wreck for all. Oh ! believe it, the abyss yawns for all ! ” 

The laughter increased and became iiresistible. 

For that matter, such extravagance as there was In his words was 
sufficient to amuse any assembly. To be comic without ami tragic 
within, what suffejing can be more humiliating? what pain decider? 
Gwynplaine felt it. His words were an appeal in one dii’ection, his face 
in the other. What a terrible position was his ! 

Suddenly, his voice rang out in strident bursts. 

“ How gay these men are ! Bo it so. Here is irony face to face 
with|i|^ny; a sneer mocking the death-rattle. They are all-powerful. 
|lte:^hps so ; be it so. We shall see. Behold ! I am one of them ; but I 
am, also, one of you, 0 ye poor ! A king sold me. A poor man shel- 
tered me. Who mutilated me ? A prince. Who healed and mmrished 
xhe ? A pauper. I am Lord Clancharlie ; but I am still Gwj'uplaine. 
I take my place amongst the great; but I l)elong to the mean. I am 
amongst those who rejoice ; but I am with those who suffer. Oh, this 
system of society is false ! Some day will come that which is trua 
^en, there will be no more lords; and there shall be free and living 
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men. There will be no more masters ; there will be fathers. Such is 
the future. No more prostration j no more baseness; no more igno- 
rance ; no more human beasts of burden ; no i||ore courtiers ; no more 
toadies ; no more kings ; but Light ! In the meantime, see me here. I 
have a right, and I will use it. Is it a light t No, if I use it for myself. 
Yes, if I use it for all. I will speak to you, my lords, being one of you. 
O my brothers below, I will tell them of your nakadTiPiss. I wiU rise 
up with a bundle of the people’s rags in my hand. I will shake off 
over the masters the misery of the slaves; and these favored and 



arrogant ones shall no longer be able to escape the remembrance of the 
wretched, nor the princes the itch of the poor; and so much the worse, 
if it be the bite of vermin ; and so much the better if it awake the lions 
from their slumber.” 

Hei*e (rwynplaine turned towards the kneeling under-clerks, who 
were wiitiug on the fourth wool-sack. 

“ Who are those fellows kneeling down f What ai’e you doing f 
Get up ; you are men.” 

These words, suddenly addressed to inferiore whom a loi’d ought 
not even to perceive, increased the meiTimeiit to the utmost. 

They had cried, “ Bravo ! ” Now, they shouted, “ Hureah ! ” From 
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clapping their hands, they proceeded to stampiug their feet. One might 
have been back in the Oreeu Box, only that there the laughter ap- 
plauded Gwynplaine ; here it exterminated him. The effort of ridicule 
is to kill. Men’s laughter sometimes exerts all its power to murder. 

The laughter proceeded to action. Sneering words rained down 
upon him. Humor is the folly of assemblies. Their ingenious and 
foolish ridicule shuns facts instead of studying them, and condemns 
questions instead of solving them. Any ex^aordinary occmreuce is a 
point of interrogation ; to laugh at it 'is like laughing at an enigma. 
But the Sphynx, wliich never laughs, is behind it. 

Contradictory shouts arose : 

“Enough! enough! — ^Encore! encore!” 

William Fanner, Baron Leimpster, flung at Gwynplaine the insult 
oast by Rye Quiney at Shakespeare : 

“Hisirio mima/” 

Loi'd Vaughan, a sententious man, twenty-nintli on the btirons’ 
bench, exclaimed : 

“ We must be back in the days when animals had the gift of speech. 
In the midst of human tongues the jaw of a beast has spoken.” 

“ Listen to Balaam’s ass,” added Lord Yarmouth. 

Lord Yarmouth presented that appearance of sagacity i)roduced by 
a round nose and a crooked mouth. 

“The rebel Linnaeus is chastised in his tomb. The son is tlie 
punishment of the father,” said John Hough, Bishop of Lichfield and 
Coventiy, at whose prebendary Gwynplaine’s attack had glanced. 

“ He lies ! ” said Loid Cholmondeley, the legislator so well read up 
in the law. “ That which ho calls torture is only the peine forte et ilare, 
and a very good thing, too. Toitiire is not practiced in England.” 

Thomas Wentworth, Baron Raby, addressed the Chancellor: 

“ My Lord Chancellor, adjourn the House.” 

“No, no. Let him go on. He is amusing. Hmrah! hii>! hip! 
hip!” 

Ti^ shouted the young lords, their fun amounting to fuiy. Four 
qllHiem especially were in the full exasperation of hilarity and hate. 
'iThese were Laurence Hyde, Earl of Rochestei*; Thomas Tuftou, Earl 
of Thanet; Viscount Hiitton ; and the Duke of Montagu. 

“ To your tricks, Gwynplaine ! ” cried Rochester. 

“ Put him out, put him out ! ” shouted Thanet 

Viscount Hatton drew from his pocket a penny, which he flung to 
Gwynplaine. 

And John Campbell, Earl of Greenwich; Savage, Earl Rivers; 
Thompson, Baron Haversham ; Warrington, Escrick, Rolleston, Rock- 
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ingham, Carteret, Langdale, Barcester, Maynard, Hiinsdon, Caernarvon, 
Cavendish, Burlington, Robert Darcy, Earl of Holderness, Other Wind- 
sor, Earl of Plymouth, applauded. 

There was a tumult as of pandemonium or of pantheon, in which 
the words of Q-wynplaine were lost. 

Amidst it all, there was heai'd but one word of Owynplaine’s : 
“ Beware ! ” 

Ralph, Duke of Montagu, recently down from Oxford, and still a 
beardless youth, descended from the bench of dukes, whei’e he sat the 
nineteenth in order, and placed himself in front of Gwynplaiue, with 
his arms folded. In a sword there is a spot which outs sharpest, and in 
a voice an accent which insults most keenly. Montagu spoke with that 
accent, and sneering with his face close to that of OwyniJaine, shouted : 

“ What are you talking about ? ” 

“ I am prophesying,” said Gwynplaine. 

The laughter exploded anew; and below this laughter, anger gi’owled 
its continued bass. One of the minors, Lioiiel Cranfield Sackville, Earl 
of Dorset and Middlesex, stood up on his seat, not smiling, but grave 
as became a future legislator, and, without saying a word, looked at 
G^^yuplaine with his fresh twelve-year-old face, and shregged his shoul- 
ders. Whereat the Bishoj) of St. Asaph’s whispered in the ear of the 
Bishop of St. David’s, who was sitting beside him, as he pointed to 
Gwynplaiue, “There is the fool;” then pointing to the child, “there is 
the sage.” 

A chaos of complaint rose from amidst the confusion of exclamar 
tioiis : 

“ Gorgon’s face ! ” — “ What does it all mean ! ” — “ An insult to the 
House ! ” — “ The fellow ought to be put out ! ” — “ What a madman ! ” — 
“ Shame ! shame ! ” — “ Adjourn the House ! ” — “ No ; let him finish his 
speech ! ” — “ Talk away, you buffoon ! ” 

Lord Lewis of Dm'as, with his arms a-kirabo, shouted : 

“ Ah ! it does one good to laugh. My spleen is cured. I propose a 
vote of thanks in these tenus : ‘ The House of Lords returns thanks to 
the Green Box.’ ” 

Gwynplaine, it may be rememliered, had dreamt of a different wel- 
come. 

A man who, climbing up a steej) and crumbling acclivit}" of sand 
above a giddy precipice, has felt it giving way under his hands, his 
nails, his elbows, his knees, his feet ; who— losing instead of gaining on 
his treacherous way, a prey to every teiTOr of the danger, slipping back 
instead of ascending, increasing the certainty of his fall by his very 
efforts to gain the summit, and losing ground in every struggle for Safety 
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— ^has felt the abyss approaching nearer and nearer, until the certainty 
of his coming fall into the yawning jaws open to receive him, has frozen 
the marrow of his bones ; — ^that man has experienced the sensations of 
Clwynplaine. 

He felt the groimd he had ascended crumbling under him, and his 
audience was the precipice. 

There is always some one to say the word which sums aU up. 

Lord Scarsdale translated the impression of the assembly in one 
exclamation : 

“ Wliat is the ntonster doing here ? ” 

Owynplaiue stood up, dismayed and indignant, in a sort of final 
convulsion. He looked at them all fixedly. 

“ What am I doing here f I have come to be a terror to you ! I 
am a monster, do you say f No ! I am the people ! I am an excep- 
tion ? No ! I am the rule ; you are the exception ! You are the chi- 
mera ; I am the reality ! I am the frightful man who laughs ! Who 
laughs at what 1 At you, at himself, at everj’thiiig! What is his laugh! 
Your crime and his torment! That crime ho flings at your head! That 
punishment he spits in your face ! I laugh, and that means I weep ! ” 

He paused. There was less noise. The laughter continued, but it 
was more subdued. He may have fancied that he had regained a cer- 
tain amount of attention. He breathed again, and resumed : 

“ This laugh whicli is on my face a king placed there. This laugh 
exjwesses the desolation of mankind. This laugh means hate, enforced 
silence, rage, despaii’. This laugh is the production of toi’ture. This 
laugh is a forced laugh. K Satan were marked with this laugh, it 
would convict God. But the Eternal is not like them that perish. 
Being absolute, ho is just ; and Gkxl hates the acts of kings. Oh ! you 
take me for an exception ; but I am a symbol. Oh, all-powerful men, 
fools that you are ! ojjen your eyes. I am the incaimatiou of AU. I 
represent humanity, such as its masters have made it. Mankind is 
mutilated. That which has been done to me has been done to it. In 
it, have been deformed right, justice, tmth, reason, inteUigence, as eyes, 
nostrils, and ears have been deformed in me;. its heart has been made a 
sink of passion and pain, like mine, and, like mine, its features have 
been hidden in a mask of joy. Where God had placed his finger, the 
king set his sign-manual. Monstrous superposition! Bishops, peers, 
and princes, the people is a sea of suffering, amil iTi g on the surface. 
My lords, I teU you that the people are as I am. To-day you oppress 
them ; to-day you hoot at me. But the futuro is the ominous thaw, in 
which that which was as stone shall become wave. The appearance of 
solidity melts into liquid. A crack in the ice, and aU is over. There 
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will come an hour when convulsion shall break down your oppression ; 
when an angry roar will reply to your jeers. Nay, that horn- did come! 
Thou wert of it, 0 my Father! That hour of God did come, and was 
called the Republic ! It was destroyecl, but it will return. Meanwhile, 
remember that the line of kings armed with the sword was In-oken by 
Cromwell, armed with the axe. Tremble ! Incorruptible solutions are 
at hand : the talons which were cut are growing again ; the tongues 
which wei-e torn out are floating away, they are turning to tongues of 
fire, and, scatterc'd by the breath of darkness, are shouting thi'ough 
infinity ; those who hunger are showing their idle teeth ; false h»*avens, 
built over real hells, ai-e tottering. The jjeople are suffering — ^tliey are 
suffering; and that which is on high totters, and that which is below 
yawns. Darkness demands its change to light ; the damned discuss the 
elect. Behold ! it is the coming of the i>eople, the ascent of mankind, the 
beginning of the end, the red dawn of the catastrophe ! Yes, all these 
things are in this laugh of mine, at which you laugh to-day ! London 
is one })erpetual fete. Be it so. From one end to the other, England 
rings with acclamation. "Well ! but listen. AH that you see is I. You 
have your fetes — they are my laugh ; you have your public rejoicings — 
they are my laugh ; you have your weddings, consecrations, and coromi- 
tions — they are my laugh. The births of your piinces are my laugh. 
But above you is the thunder-bolt — ^it is my laugh.” 

How could they stand such nonsense? The laughter burst out 
afresh; and now it was overwhelming. Of all the lava which that 
(jrater, the human mouth, ejects, the most coirosivc is joy. To inflict 
evil gayly is a contagion which no crowd can resist. All executions do 
not take place on the scaffold ; and men, from the moment they are in 
a body, whether in mobs or in senates, have always a ready executioner 
amongst them, called sarcasm. There is no tortm’e to b(‘ comi)ared to 
that of the wretch condemned to exe<.*ution by ridicule. This was Gwyn- 
plaine’s fate. He was stoned with their jokes, and riddled by the scoffs 
shot at him. He stood there a mark for all. They sprang up ; they cried 
“ Encore ; ” they shook with laughter ; they stamped their feet ; they 
pulled each othei'’s bauds. The majesty of the place, the purple of the 
robes, the chaste ermine, the dignity of the wigs, had no effect. The 
loivls laughed, the bishops laughed, the judges laughed, the old men’s 
benches derided, the children’s benches were in convulsions. The Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury nudged the Archbishop of Yoi’k ; Henry Comp- 
ton, Bishop of London, brother of Lord Northampton, held bis sides ; 
the Lord Chancellor bent down his head, probably to conceal his incli- 
nation to laugh; and, at the bar, that statue of respect, the Usher of 
the Black Bod, was laughing also. 
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Gwynplaine, become pallid, had folded his aims ; and, surrounded 
by all those faces, young and old, in which had burst forth this grand 
Homeric jubilee; in that whirlwind of clapping hands, of stamping 
feet, and of hurrahs; in that mad buffoonery, of which he was the 
centre; in that splendid overflow of hilarity; in the midst of that 
unmeasured gayety, he felt that the sepulchi-e was within him. All was 
over. He could no longer master the face which betrayed, nor the audi- 
ence which insulted him. 

That eternal and fatal law, by which the grotesque is linked with 
the sublime— by which the laugh re-echoes the groan, parody rides 
behind despair, and seeming is opposed to being — ^had never found 
more terrible espression. Never had a light more sinister illumined 
the depths of human darkness. 

Glwynplaine was assisting at the final destruction of his destiny by 
a burst of laughter. The irremediable was in this. Having fallen, we 
can raise ourselves up ; but, being pulverized, never. And the insult 
of their sovereign mockery had reduced him to dust. From thence- 
forth nothing was possible. Eveiything is in accordance with the 
scene. That which was triumph in the dreen Box, was disgrace and 
catastrophe in the House of Lords. What was applause there was insult 
here. He felt something like the reverse side of his musk. On one 
side of that mask he had the sympathy of the jwople, who welcomed 
Owynplaine ; on the other, the contempt of the great, rejecting Lord 
Fermain Clancharlie. On one side, atti’action ; on the other, repulsion ; 
both leading him towards the shadows. He felt himself, as it wei*e, 
struck from behind. Fate strikes treacherous blows. Everything will 
be explained hereafter, but, in the meantime, destiny is a snare, and 
man sinks into its pitfalls. He had expected to rise, and was welcomed 
by laughter. Such apotheoses have lugubrious terminations. There is 
a dreary expi'ession — ^to be sobered ; tragical wisdom bom of dninken- 
ness I In the midst of that tempest of gayety comnaingled with feroc- 
ity, Q-wynplaine fell into a roverie. 

An assembly in mad merriment drifts as chance directs, and loses 
its compass when it gives itself to laughter. None knew whither they 
were tending, or what they were doing. 

The House was obliged to rise, adjourned by the Lord Chancellor, 
“ owing to extraoi^Iinary'circumstances,” to the next day. The peers 
broke up. They bowed to the royal throne and departed. Echoes <rf 
prolonged laughter were heard losing themsdves in the corridors. 

Assemblies, besides their official doors, have — imdar tapestry, under 
projections, and under arches— all sorts of hidden doors, by which the 
members escape like water through the cracks in a vase. 
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In a short time the chamber was deserted. This takes place 
quickly and almost imperceptibly, and those places, so lately full of 
voices, are suddenly given back to silence. 

Beverie carries one far ; and one comes by long dreaming to reach, 
as it were, another planet. 



G-wynplaine suddenly awoke from such a di’eam. He was alone. 
The chamber was empty. He had not even observed that the House 
had been adjourned. All the peers had departed, even his sponsors. 
There only I'emained here and there some of the lower officers of the 
House, waiting for his lordship to depart before they put the covers on, 
and extinguished the lights. 
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Mechanic^y he placed his hat on his head, and, leaving his place, 
directed his steps to the great door opening into the gallery. As he 
was passing through the opening in the bar, a doorkeeper relieved him 
of his peer’s robes. This he scarcely felt. In another instant, he was 
in the gallery. 

The officials who remained observed with astonishment that the 
peer had gone out without bowing to the throne I 



CHAPTER VIII 

HE WOULD BE A GOOD BBOTHEH, WEBE HE NOT A GOOD SON 

HEBE was no one in the gallery. 

Gwynplaine crossed the oircular space, from whence 
they had i-emoved the arm-chair and the tables, and whei-e 
there now remained no trace of his investiture. Candela- 
bra and lustres, placed at certain intervals, marked the way out. 
Thanks to this stiing of light, ho retraced without difficulty, through 
the suite of saloons and galleries, the way which he had followed on 
his arrival with the King-at-Anns and the Usher of the Black Rod. 
He saw no one, except hero and there some old lord with tardy steps, 
plodding along heavily in front of him. 

Suddenly, in the silence of those great deserted rooms, bursts of 
indistinct exclamations reached him, a sr>rt of nocturnal clatter unusual 
in such a place. He directed his steps to the place whence this noise 
proceeded, and found himself in a spacious hall, dimly lighted, which 
was one of the exits from the House of Lords. He saw a great glass 
door o^reu, a flight of steps, footmerr and links, a square outside, and a 
few coaches waiting at the bottom of the steps. This was the spot 
from which the noise which he had heard had proceeded. 

Within the door, and under the hall lamp, was a noisy greup in a 
storTU of gestures and of voices. Gwynplaine approached irr the gloom. 
They were quarreling. On one side there were ten or twelve yoimg 
lords, who wanted to go out ; on the other, a man with his hat on, like 
themselves, upright and with a haughty brow, who barred their pas- 
sage. 

Who was that man f Tom-Jirn-Jack. 

Some of these lords were still in their robes, others had thrown 
them off, and were in their usual attire. Tom-Jim-Jack wore a hat 
with plumes — ^not white, like the peers ; but green tipped with orange. 
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He was embroidered and laced from head to foot, had flowing bows of 
ribbon and lace round his wrists and neck, and was feverishly Anger- 
ing with his left hand the hilt of the swoixi which hung from his waist- 
belt, and on the billets and scabbard of which were embroidered an 
admiral’s anchors. 

It was he who was speaking and addressing the young lords ; and 
Gwynplaine overheard the following : 

“ I have told you you ai’e cowards. You wish me to withdraw my 
words. Be it so. You are not cowai'ds ; you are idiots. You all com- 
bined against one man. That was not cowardice. All right Then it 
was stupidity. He spoke to you, and you did not understand him. 
Here, the old are hard of hearing, the young devoid of intelligence. I 
am one of yom* own order to quite sufficient extent to tell you the 
truth. This new-comer is sti'ange, and he has uttered a heap of non- 
sense, 1 admit ; but amidst all that nonrense there were some things 
which are true. His speech was confused, undigested, ill-delivered. Be 
it so. He repeated, ‘ You know, you know,’ too often ; but a man who 
was but yesterday a clown at a fair cannot be expected to speak like 
Aristotle or like Doctor Gilbert Bmnet, Bishop -of Salisbury. Tire 
vermin, the lions, the address to the underwlerks — all that was in bad 
taste. Zounds I who says it wasn’t? It was a senseless ami frag- 
mentary and topsy-turry harangue ; but here and there came out facds 
which were true. It is no small thing to s]>eak evetr as he did, seeing 
it is not his trade. I should like to see you do it. Yes ; you I Wliat 
he saidPabout the lepers at Burion Lazare is an undeniable fact. Be- 
sides, he is not the first man who has talked nonsense. In fine, my 
lords, I do not like to see the many set uporr one. Such is my humor ; 
and I ask your lordships’ permission to take offense. You have dis- 
pleased me ; I am angry. I am grateful to Gk)d for having d}’awn up 
from the depth of his low existence this peer of England, and for having 
given back his inheritance to the heir ; and, without heeding whether 
it will or will not affect my own affairs, I consider it a beautiful sight 
to see an insect transformed into an eagle, and Gwynplaine into Lord 
Clancharlie. My loi*ds, I forbid you holding any opinion but mine. I 
regret that Lord Lewis Dui-as should not be here. I should like to 
insult him. My lords, it is Fermain Clancharlie who has been the peer, 
and you who have been the mountebanks. As to his laugh, it is not 
his fault. You have laughed at that laugh ; men should not laugh at 
misfortune. If you think that people cannot laugh at you as well, you 
are very much mistaken. You are ugly. You are badly dressed. My 
Lord Haversham, I saw your mistress the other day; she is hideoua— 
a duchess, but a monkey. Gentlemen who laugh, I repeat that I should 
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like to hear you try to say four words running! many men jabber; 
very few speak. You imagine you know something, because you have 
kept idle terms at Oxford or Cambridge, and because, before being peers 
of England on the benches of Westminster, you have been asses on the 
benches at GK>nville and Oaius. Here I am ; and I choose to stare you 
in the face. You have just been impudent to this new peer. A monster, 
certainly; but a monster given up to beasts. I had rather be that man 
than you. 1 was present at the sitting, in my place as a possible heir 
to a peerage. I heal’d all. I liave not the right to speak ; but I have 
the right to be a gentleman. Yom* jeering airs annoyed me. When I 
am angry I would go up to PendlehiU, and pick the eloudbeny which 
brings the thunder-bolt down on the gatherer. That is the reason why 
I have waited for you at the door. Wo must have a few words, for we 
have aiTangements to make. Did it not stiike you that you failed a 
little in respect towards myself ? My loi’ds, I entertain a fhm dotermi- 
nation to kill a few of you. All you who are here — Thomas Tufton, 
Eai‘1 of Thanet; Savage, Earl Rivers; Chai’les Spencer, Earl of Sim- 
derland; Laurence Hyde, Earl of Rochester; you Barons, Dray of 
Rolleston, Cary Hunsdon, Escrick, Rockingham, little Carteret ; Robert 
Darcy, Earl of Holdemess; William, Viscount Hutton; aud Ralph, 
Duke of Montagu ; aud any who choose, I, David Dii*ry-Moir, an officer 
of the fleet, summon, call, and command you to provide yourselves, in 
all haste, ^vith seconds aud umph’es, aud I will meet you face to face 
and hand to hand, to-night, at once, to-morrow, by day or night, by 
sun-light or by candle-light, where, when, or how you please, tS#long as 
there is two sword-lengths’ space ; and you will do well to look to the 
flints of your pistols aud the edges of your rapiers, for it is%y Ann 
intention to cause vacancies in your peerages. Ogle Cavendish, take 
your measures, and think of your motto, Cavendo tutus; Mamaduke 
Laugdale, you will do well, like your ancestor, Grindold, to order a 
coffin to be brought with you. Deorge Booth, Earl of Waii’ington, you 
will never again see the County Palatine of Chester, or your labyrinth 
like that of Crete, or the high towel's of Dunham Massy ! As to Lord 
Vaughan, he is young enough to talk impertinently, aud too old to 
answer for it. I shall demand satisfaction for his woi'ds, of his nephew 
Richard Vaughan, Member of Parliament for the Borough of Merioneth. 
As for you, John Campbell, Earl of Gi’oenwich, I will kill you as Achon 
killed Matas; but with a fair cut, and not from behind, it being my 
custom to present my heart and not my back to the point of the sword. 
I have spoken my mind, my lords. And so use witchcraft, if you like. 
Consult the fortune-tellers. Grease your skins with ointments and drugs 
to make them invulnerable; hang round your necks charms of the 
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devil or the virgin ; I will fight you blest or curst, and I will not have 
yon searched to see if you are wearing any wizard’s tokens. On foot or 
on horseback, on the hi g h road if you wish it, in Piccadilly, or at 
Charing Cross ; and they shall take up the pavement for our meeting, 
as they unpaved the court of the Lom're for the duel betweeu Guise 
and Bassompieire. All of you ! Do you hear ? I mean to fight you 
all. Dormer, Earl of Caernarvon, I will make you swallow my swoi’d 
up to the hilt, as Mai'olles did to Lisle Marivaux, and then we diall see, 
my loi'ds, whether you wiU laugh or not. You, Burlington, who look 
like a girl of seventeen, you shall choose between the lawn of yom* 
house in Middlesex, and your beautiful gai'deu at Londesborough, in 
Yorkshire, to be buried in. I beg to iufonn your lordships that it does 
not suit me to allow your insolence in my presence. I will chastise 
you, my lords. I take it ill that you should have ridiculed Dol'd Fer- 
maiu Clancharlie. He is worth more than you. As Clancharlie, he has 
nobility, which you have. As Gwynplaine, he has intellect, which you 
have not. I make his cause my cause, insult to him insult to me, and 
your ridicule my wrath. We shall see who will come out of this affaii' 
alive, because I challenge you to the death. Do you understand ? 
With any arm, in any fashion, and you shall choose the death that 
pleases you best; and since you are clowns as well as gentlemen, I pro- 
portion my defiance to your qualities, and I give you your choice of any 
way in which a man can be killed, from the sword of the prince to the 
fist of the blackguard.” 

To this furious onslaught of words, the whole group of young 
noblemen answered by a smile. 

“ Agreed,” they said. 

I choose pistols,” said Burlington. 

“ 1,” said Escrick, “ the ancient combat of the lists, with the mace 
and the dagger.” 

“ I,” said Holdemess, “ the duel with two knives, long and short, 
stripped to the waist, and bi'east to breast.” 

“ Lord David,” said the Earl of Thauet, “ yon ai'o a Scot. 1 choose 
the claymore.” 

“ I, the sword,” said Bockingham. 

“I,” said Duke Ralph, “prefer the fists; ’tis noblest.” 

Gwynplaine came 'but from the shadow. He directed his steps 
towards him whom he had hitherto called Tom-Jim-Jack, but in whom 
now, however, he began to perceive something more. 

“ I thank you,” said he, “ but this is my business.” 

Every head turned towards him. 

Gwynplaine advanced. He felt himself impelled towards the man 
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whom he heard called Lord David; his defender, and perhaps some- 
thing nearer. Lord David drew back. 

“ Oh ! ” said he. “ It is you, is it 7 This is well-timed. I have a 
word for you as well. Just now you spoke of a woman, who, after 
having loved Lord Linnasus Clancharlie, loved Chai'les II.” 

“ It is true.” 

“ Sir, you insulted my mother.” 

“ Your mother I ” cried Gwynplaine. “ In that case, as I guessed, 
we are ^ 

“ Brothers,” answered Lord David, and ho struck Gwynplaine. 

“ We are brothers,” said he ; “ so we can fight. One can only fight 
one’s equal ; who is one’s equal if not one’s bi'other f I will send you 
my seconds ; to-morrow we will cut each othei*’s throats.” 




BOOK IX 


IN EUINP 


CHAPTER I 



IT 18 THBOUGH EXCESS OP ttREATNESS THAT 
MAN BEACHES EXCESS OF MISERY 

|S midnight toUed from St. Paul’s, a man who had 
just crossed London Bridge struck into the lanes 
of Southwark. There were no lamps lighted, it 
being at that time the custom in London, as iu 
Palis, to extinguish the public lamps at eleven 
o’clock; that is, to put them out just as they 
became uecessaiy. The streets were dark and 
deserted. Wheu the lamps are out, men stay iu. 
He whom we speak of advanced with hurried 
strides. He was strangely dressed for walking at 
such an hour. He wore a coat of embroidered silk, a sword by his side, 
a hat with white plumes, and no cloak. The watchmen, as they saw 
him pass, said, “ It is a lord walking for a wager,” and they moved out 
of his way with the respect due to a lord and to a better. 

The man was Gwynplaine. 

He was making his escape. 

Where was he f He did not know. We have said that the soul 
has its cyclones; fearful whirlwinds, in which heaven, the sea, day, 
night, life, death, arc all mingled iu unintelligible hoiTor. It can no 
longer breathe Truth ; it is crushed by things in which it does not 
believe. Nothingness becomes hurricane. The firmament pales. Infin- 
ity is empty. The mind of the sufferer wanders away. He feels him- 
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self dying. He craves for a star. What did Gwynplaine feel f a thirst; 
a thirst to see Dea. 

He felt but that. To reach the Green Box again, and the Tadcaster 
Inn, with its sounds aud light; full of the cordial laughter of the 
people ; to find Uraus and Homo, to see Dea again, to re-enter life. 
Disillusion, like a bow, shoots its arrow, man, towards the Tme. 



Gwynplaine hastened on. He approached Taninzeau Field. He walked 
no longer now, he ran. His eyes pierced the dai*kness before him. His 
glance preceded him, eai’gerly seeking the harbor on the horizon. What 
a moment for him when he should see the lighted windows of Tadcas- 
ter Inn! 

He reached the bowling-green. He turned the comer of the wall, 
and saw before him, at the other end of the field, some distance off, the 
inn — the only house, it may be remembered, in the field where the fair 
was held. 

He looked. There was no light ; nothing but a black mass. 

He shuddered. Then he said to himself that it was late, that the 
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tavern was shut up, that it was very natural, that every one was asleep, 
that he had only to awaken Nicless or Govicum, that he must go up to 
the inn and knock at the door. He did so, running no longer now, but 
rushing. 

He reached the inn, breathless. It is when, storm-beaten and 
struggling in the invisible convulsions of the soul until he knows 
not whether he is in life or in death, that all the delicacy of a 
man’s affection for his loved ones, being yet unimpaired, proves a 
heart true. When all else is swallowed up, tenderness still floats 
unshattered. 

He approached the inn with os little noise as possible. He recog- 
nized the nook, the old dog kennel, where Gk>vicum used to sleep. In 
it, contiguous to the lower room, was a window opening on to the field. 
Gwyuplaine tapped softly at the pane. It would be enough to awaken 
Govicum, he thought. 

There was no sound in Govicum’s room. 

“ At his age,” said Gwynplaine, “ a boy sleeps soundly.” 

With the back of his hand he knocked against the window gently. 
Nothing stiri’ed. , . ‘ 

He knocked louder twice. Still nothing stinod. Then, feeling 
somewhat uneasy, he went to the door of the inn and knocked. No 
one answered. He reflected, and began to feel a cold shudder come 
over him. 

“ Master Nicless is old, children sleep soimdly, and old men hea\’ily. 
Courage I louder ! ” 

He had tapped, he had knocked, he had kicked the door ; uo%v he 
flung himself against it. 

This recalled to him a distant memoiy of Weymouth, when, as a 
little child, he had carried Dea, an infant, in his arms. 

He battered the door again violently, like a lord, which, alas ! he 

was. 

The house remained silent. He felt that he was losing his head. 
He no longer thought of caution. He shouted: 

“Nicless! Govicum!” 

At the same time he looked up at the windows, to see if any 
candle was lighted. But the inn was blank. Not a voice, not a sound, 
not a glimmer of light. He went to the gate and knocked at it, kicked 
against it, and shook it, crying out wildly : 

“Ursus! Homo!” 

The wolf did not bark. 

A cold sweat stood in drops upon his brow. He cast his eyes 
aroimd. The night was dark ; but there were stars enough to render 
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the fair-green visible. He saw — a melancholy sight to him — that every- 
thing on it had vanished. 

There was not a single caravan. The cii'cus was gone. Not a tent, 
not a booth, not a cart remaine<l. The strollers, with their thousand 




noisy cries, who had swarmed there, had given place to a black and 
sullen void. 

All were gone. 

The madness of anxiety took possession of him. What did this 
mean T What had happened ? Was no one left ? Could it be that life 
had crumbled away behind him ? What had happened to them all I 
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Good heavens I .Then he rushed like a tempest against the house. He 
struck the small door, the gate, the windows, the window-shutters, the 
walls with fists and feet, furious with terror and agony of mind. 

He called Nicless, Govicum, Fibi, Vinos, Ursus, Homo. He tried 
every shout and every sound against this wall. At times he waited and 
listened ; but the house remained mute and dead. Then, exasperated, 
he began again with blows, shouts, and repeated knoekings, re-echoed 
all around. It might have been thunder trying to awake the grave. 

There is a certain stage of fright in which a man becomes terrible. 
He who fears everything, fears nothing. He would strike the Sphynx. 
He defies the Unknown. 

Gwynplaine renewed the noise in every possible form, stopj>ing, 
resuming, unwearying in the shouts and appeals by which he assailed 
the tragic silence. He called a thousand times on the names of those 
who should have been there. He shrieked out every name except that 
of Dea, a precaution of which he could not have explained the reason 
himself, but which instinct inspired even in his distraction. 

Having exhausted calls and cries, nothing was left but to break in. 

“ I must enter the house,” he said to himself ; “ but how I ” 

He broke a pane of glass in Govicum’s room by thrusting his hand 
through it, tearing the flesh ; he drew the bolt of the sash and opened 
the window. Perceiving that his sword was in the way, he tore it off 
angrily, scabbard, blade, and belt, and flung it on the pavement. Then 
he raised himself by the inequalities in the wall, and, though the win- 
dow was narrow, he was able to pass through it. He entered the inn. 
Ghovicum’s bed, dimly visible in its nook, was there ; but Govicum was 
not in it. If Govicum was not in his bed, it was evident that Nicless 
could not be in his. 

The whole house was dark. He felt in that shadowy interior the 
mysterious immobility of emptiness, and that vague fear which signifies 
— “ There is no one here.” 

Gwynplaine, convulsed with anxiety, crossed the lower room, 
knocking against the tables, upsetting the earthenware, throwing down 
the benches, sweeping against the jugs, and, striding over the fumi- 
turjggpreached the door leading into the court, and broke it open with 
■iMfe blow from his knee, which sprung the lock. The door turned on 
its hinges. He looked into the couri. The Green Box was no longer 
there. 





CHAPTEE II 

THE DBEGR 


WYNPLAINE left the house, and began to explore Tarrin- 
zean Field in eveiy direction. He went to every place where, 
the day befoi'e, the tents and caravans had stood. He 
knocked at the stalls, though he knew well that they were 
uninhabited. He struck everything that looked like a door or a window. 
Not a voice arose from the dai'kuess. Something like death had been 
there. 

The ant-hill had been razed. Some measures of police had appar- 
ently l)eeu canied out. There had been what, iu our days, would be 
called a razzia. Taniuzeau Field was worse than a desert ; it had been 
scoured, and every comer of it scratched up, as it were, by pitiless 
claws. The pocket of the unfortunate fam-greeu had been turned inside 
out, and completely emptied. 

(rwynplaiiie, after having seai-ched every yard of gi-ound, left the 
gi'een, s^ck into the crooked streets abutting on the site called East 
Point, and dii’ected his steps towaixls the Thames. 

He had threaded his way thi'ough a net-work of lanes, bounded only 
by walls and hedges, when he felt the fresh breeze fi’om the water, 
heard the dull lapping of the river, and suddenly saw a parapet in front 
of him. It was the parapet of the Effroc stone. 

This parapet bounded a block of the quay, which was veiy short 
and very narrew. Under it the high wall, the Effroc stone, bmied 
itself perpendicularly in the dark water below. 

Gwynplaine stopped at the parapet, and, leaning his elbows on it, 
laid his head in his hands and set to thinking, with the water beneath 
him. 

Did he look at the water! No. At what then! At the shadow; 
not the shadow without, but within him. In the melancholy night- 
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bound landscape, which he scarcely marked, — ^in the outer depths, 
which his eyes did not pierce, were the blurred sketches of masts and 
spars. Below the Effroc stone there was nothing on the river ; but the 
quay sloped insensibly downwards till, some distance off, it met a pier, 
at which several vessels were lying, some of which had just anived, 
others which were on the point of departure. These vessels communi- 
cated with the shore by little jetties, constructed for the purpose, some 
of stone, some of wood, or by movable gangways. All of them, whether 
moored to the jetties or at anchor, were wrapt in silence. There was 
neither voice ii(*r movement on board, it being a good habit of sailors 
to sleep when they can, and awake only when wanted. If any of them 
were to sail during the night at high tide, the crews were not yet awake. 

The hulls, like large black bubbles, and the rigging, like threads 
mingled with laddei’s, Avere bai’ely visible. All was livid and confused. 
Here and there a red cresset pierced the haze. 

Gwynplaine saw nothing of all this. What he was musing on was 
destiny. 

He was in a di-eam — a vision — giddy in presence of an inexorable 
reality. 

He fancied that he heard behind him something like an earthquake. 
It was the laughter of the Lords. 

From that laughter he had just emerged. He had come out of it, 
having received a blow, and from whom f 

From his own brother ! 

Flying from the laughter, canying with him the blow, seeking 
refuge, a wounded bird, in his nest, i-ushing from hate and seeking love, 
what had he found f 

Darkness. 

No one. 

Everything gone. 

He compared that darkness to the dream he had indulged in. 

What a crumbling away ! 

Gwynplaine had just reached that sinister bound — ^the void. The 
Green Box gone, was his universe vanished. 

His soul had been closed up. 

He reflected. 

What could have happened ? Where were they f They had evi- 
dently been carried away. Destiny had given him, Gwynplaine, a blow, 
which was greatness; its reaction had struck them another, which was 
annihilation. It was clear that he would never see them again. Pre- 
cautions had been taken against that. They had scoured the fair-green, 
beginning by Nicless and Govicum, so t^t he should gain no clue 
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through them. Inexorable dispemiou! That fearful social system, 
at the same time that it had pulverized him in the House of Lords, 
had crashed them in their little cabin. They were lost; Dea was lost — 
lost to him forever. Powers of heaven ! where was she f And he had 
not been there to defend her ! 

To have to make guesses as to the absent whom we love, is to put 
one’s self to the torture. He inflicted this torture on himself. At every 
thought that he fathomed, at every supposition which he made, he felt 
within him a moan of agony. 

Through a succession of bitter reflections he remembered a man 
who was evidently fatal to him, and who had called himself Bai’kil- 
phedro. That man had inscribed on his brain a dark sentence which 
re-appeared now, he had written it in such terrible ink that eveiy letter 
had turned to fire ; and Hwynplaine saw flaming at the bottom of his 
thought the enigmatical words, the meaning of which was at length 
solved : “ Desfinif never opeits one door witlMut dosing another.^ 

All was over. The final shadows hud gathered about him. In 
every man’s fate thei'e may bo an end of the world for himself alone. 
It is called despair. The soul is full of falling stai’s. 

This, then, was what ho had come to. 

A vapor had passed. He had been mingled with it. It had lain 
heavily on his eyes, it had disordered his brain. He had been out- 
wai’dly blinded, intoxicated within. This liad lasted the time of a 
passing vapor. Then evoiything melted away, the vapor and his life. 
Awaking from the dream, he foxmd himself alone. 

All vanished, all gone, all lost. Night. Nothingness. Such was 
his horizon. 

He was alone. 

Alone has a synonyme, which is Dead. Despair is an accountant. 
It sets itself, to find its total, it adds up everything, even to the far- 
things. It reproaches Heaven with its thunder-bolts and its pin-pricks. 
It seeks to find what it has to expect from fate. It ai'gues, weighs, and 
calculates, outwaidly cool, while the burning lava is still flowing on 
within. 

Hwynplaine examined himself, and examined his fate. 

The backwaid glance of thought ; terrible recapitulation ! 

When at the top of a mountain, we look down the precipice ; when 
at the bottom, we look up at heaven. And we say, I was there. 

Gwynplaine was at the very bottom of misfortune. How sudden, 
too, had been his fall! 

Such is the hideous swiftness of misfortune, although it is so heavy 
that we might fancy it slow. But no ! It would likewise appear that 
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snow, from its coldness, ought to be the paralysis of winter, and, from 
its whiteness, the immobility of the winding-sheet Yet this is con- 
tradicted by the avalanche. 

The avalanche is snow become a furnace. It remains frozen, but 
it devours. The avalanche had enveloped Glwynplaine. He had been 
tom like a rag, uprooted like a tree, precipitated like a stone. He re- 
called all the circumstances of his fall. He put himself questions and 
returned answers. Grief is an examination. There is no judge so 
searching as conscience conducting its own trial. 

What amoimt of remorse was there in his despair? This he 
wished to find out, and dissected his conscience. Excruciating %dvisec- 
tion ! 

His absence had caused a catastrophe. Had this absence depended 
on him f In all that had happened, had he been a free agent ? No ! 
He had felt himself captive. What was that which had aiTested and 
detained him — a prison ? No. A chain ? No. "What then ? Bird- 
lime 1 He had sunk into the slough of gi'eatness. 

To whom has it not happened to be free in appearance, yet to feel 
that his wings am hampered ? 

There had been something like a snare spread for him. WTiat is at 
first temptation ends by captivity. 

Nevertheless (and his conseienco pressed him on this point) — ^liad 
he mernly submitted to what had been offered him ? No ; he had 
accepted it. 

Violence and surprise had been used with him in a certain measure, 
it was true ; but he, in a certain measure, had given in. To have allowed 
himself to be carried off was not his fault ; but to have allowed himself 
to be inebriated, was his weakness. There had been a moment — a deci- 
sive moment — when the question was proposed. This Barkilphedro 
had placed a dilemma before Gwynplaine, and had given him clear 
power to decide his fate by a word. Gwynplaine might have said 
“ No.” He had said “ Yes.” 

From that “Yes,” uttered in a moment of dizziness, eveiything had 
i^imig. Gwynplaine realized this now in the bitter after-taste o£i>that 
consent. 

Nevertheless — for he debated with himself — ^was it then so gi'eat a 
wrong to take possei^ion of his right, of his patrimony, of his heritage, 
of his house; and, as a patrician, of the rank of his ancestors; as an 
orphan of the name of his father? WThat had he accepted ? A restitu- 
tion. Made by whom? By Providence. 

Then his mind revolted. Senseless acceptance! What a bargain 
had he struck ! what a foolish exchange ! He had trafficked with Prov- 
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ideuce at a loss. How uow ! For an income of 80,000?. a year ; for 
seven or eight titles ; for ten or twelve palaces ; for houses in town, 
and castles in the country; for a hundred lackeys; for packs of 
hounds, and carriages, and armorial bearings ; to be a judge and legis- 
lator; for a coronet and purple robes, like a king; to be a baron and a 
mai'quis ; to be a peer of England, he had given the hut of Ui’sus and 
the smile of Dea. For shipwi'eck and destimction in the surging 
immensity of greatness, he had bai^teared happiness. For the ocean he 
had given the pearl. 0 madman ! O fool ! O dupe ! 

Yet, nevertheless, — and here the objection re-appeared on firmer 
gi'OTind, — in this fever of high fortune which had seized him, all had not 
been unwholesome. Perhaps there would have been selfishness in 
renuu<‘iation ; perhaps he had done his duty in the acceptance. Sud- 
denly rtansfonned into a lord, what ought he to have done f The com- 
plication of events produces pei'plexity of mind. This had happened 
to him. Duty gave conti-aiy onici’s. Duty on all sides at once, duty 
multiple and coutradictoiy ; this was the bewilderment which he had 
suffered. It was this that had paralyzed him, especially when he had 
not refused to take the jounuy from (!orleoue Lodge to the House of 
Lords. Wliat we call rising in life is leaving the safe for the danger- 
ous path. AVliich is, thenceforth, the straight line t Towanls whom is 
our first duty ? Is it towards those nearest to ourselves, or is it towards 
mankind generally ? Do we not cease to belong to om* own (urcum- 
sorihed circle, and become part of the gi’eat family of all? As we 
ascend, we feel an in<*reased pressure on our virtue. The higher we 
rise, the greater is the strain. The increase of right is an increase of 
duty. We come to many cross-ways, phantom roads perchance, and 
we imagine that we see the finger of conscience pointing each one of 
them out to us. Which shall we take ? Change our direction, remain 
where we are, advance, go back ? What are we to do ? That there 
should be ci’oss-roads in conscience is strange enough ; but responsibil- 
ity may be a labyrinth. 

And when a man contains an idea, when he is the incarnation of a 
fact, — ^when he is a symbolical man, at the same time that he is a man 
of flesh and blood,— is not the responsibility still more oppressive? 
Thence the cai’e-laden docility and the dumb anxiety of Hwynplaine ; 
thence his obedience when summoned to take his seat. A pensive 
man is often a passive man. He had heal’d what he fancied was 
the command of duty itself. Was not that entrance into a place 
where oppression could be discussed and resisted, the realization of one 
of his deepest aspirations t When he had been called upon to speak, 
he, the fearful human scantling, he, the living specimen of the despotic 
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-whims under which, for six thousand years, mankind has groaned in 
agony, — ^had he the right to refuse ? Had he the right to withdraw his 
head from under the tongue of fire descending from on high to rest 
upon hiwi T 

In the obscure and giddy debate of conscience, what had he said to 
himself f This : “ The people are a silence. I will be the mighty advo- 
cate of that silence; I will speak for the dumb ; I -vdll speak of the little 
to the great, — of the weak to the - powerful. This is the purpose of my 
fate. God wiUs what he wills, and does it. It was a wonder that 
Hardquanonn^R flask, in which was the metamorphosis of Gwynplaine 
into Lord Clancharlie, should have floated for fifteen years on the 
ocean, on the billows, in the surf, through the storms, and that all the 
raging of the sea did it no harm. But I can see the reason. There 
are destinies -vrith secret springs. I have the key of mine, and know its 
enigma. I am predestined ; I have a mission ; I will be the poor man’s 
lord ; I will speak for the speechless with despair ; I wiU translate inar- 
ticulate remonstrance ; I will translate the mntterings, the groans, the 
murmurs, the voices of the crowd, their ill-spoken complaints, their 
unintelligible words, and those animal-like ciies which ignorance and 
suffering put into men’s months. The clamor of men is as inaiticulate 
as the howling of the wind. They cry out, but they are not understood ; 
so that cries become equivalent to silence, and silence with them means 
throwing down their arms. This forced disarmament calls for help. I 
•will be their help ; I will be the Denunciation ; I will be the Word of the 
people. Thanks to me, they shall be understood. I will be the bleed- 
ing mouth from which the gag has been tom. I will tell everything. 
This will be great, indeed.” 

Yes ; it is fine to speak for the dumb ; but to speak to the deaf is 
sad. And that was his second part in the drama. 

Alas ! he had failed irremediably. 

The elevation in which he had believed, the high fortune, had 
melted away like a mirage. And what a fall ! To be drowned in a 
surge of laughter ! 

He had believed himself strong, he who, during so many years, had 
floated with observant mind on the wide sea of suffering ; he who had 
brought back out of the great shadow so touching a cry. He had 
been flung against that huge rock, the frivolity of the fortunate. He 
bdieved himself an avenger; he was but a clown. He thought that he 
widded the thunder-bolt ; he did but tickle. In place of emotion, he 
met Tirith mockery. He sobbed; they burst into gayety; and under that 
gayety, he had sunk fatally submerged. 

And what had they laughed at 1 At his laugh. 
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So^ that trace of a hateful act, of which he must keep the mark 
forever; — ^mutilation carved in everlasting gayety; the stigma of laugh- 
ter, image of the sham contentment of nations under their oppressors : 
that mdsk of joy produced by torture ; that abyss of grimace which he 
carried on his features ; the scar which signified Jussu regis, the attesta- 
tion of a Clime committed by the king towards him, and the symbol of 
crime committed by royalty towai’ds the people ; — that it was which 
had triumphed over him — ^that it was which had overwhelmed him; 
so that the accusation against the executioner turned into sentence 
upon the victim. What a prodigious denial of justice! Eoyalty, 
having had satisfaction of lus father, had had satisfaction of him! 
The evil that had been done had served as pretext and as motive for 
the evil which I'emaiued to be done. Against whom were the lords 
angered ? Against the torturer f No. Against the tortured. Here is 
the throne; there, the people. Hero, James IT.; there, Gwynjilaine. 
That confrontation, indeed, brought to light an outrage and a crime. 
What was the outrage! Complaint. What was the crime I Suffeiing. 
Let misery hide itself in sUence, otherwise it becomes treason. And 
those men who had dragged Cwynplaine on the hurdle of sai’casm, were 
they wicked 1 No ; but they, too, had their fatality : they were happy. 
They were executioners, ignorant of the fact. They were good-humored ; 
they saw no use in Gwynplaine. He opened himself to them. He tore 
out his heart to show them, and they cried, “ Gh) on with your play ! ’’ 
But, sharpest sting! he liad laughed himself. The frightful chain 
which tied down his soul hindcre<l his thoughts from rising to his face. 
His disfigurement reached even his senses; and, while his conscience 
was indignant, his face gave it the lie, and jested. Then all was over. 
He was the laughing man, the caiyatid of the weeping world. He was 
an agony petrified in hilarity, canying the weight of a universe of 
calamity, and waUed up forever "with the gayety, the ridicule, and the 
amusement of others ; of all the Oppressed, of whom he was the Incar- 
nation, he partook the hateful fate, to be a desolation not believed in ; 
they jeered at his distress ; to them he was but an extraordinary buf- 
foon lifted out of some frightful condensation of misery, escaped from 
his prison, changed to a deity, risen from the dregs of the people to the 
foot of the throne, mingling with the stars, and who, having once 
amused the damned, now amused the elect. All that was in him of 
generosity, of enthusiasm, of eloquence, of heart, of soul, of fury, of 
anger, of love, of inexpressible giief, ended in — a buret of laughter ! 
And he proved, as he had told the lords, tliat this was not the exeep- 
.tion; but that it was the noimal, ordinary, universal, unlimited, sov- 
ereign fact, so amalgamated with the routine of life, that they took no 
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account of it. The hungry pauper laughs, the beggar laughs, the felon 
laughs, the prostitute laughs, the orphan laughs to gain his bread ; the 
slave laughs, the soldier laughs, the people laugh. Society is so consti- 
tuted, that every perdition, every indigence, every catastrophe, every 
fever, every ulcer, every agony, is resolved on the surface of the abyss 
into one frightful grin of joy. Now, he was that universal grin, and 
that grin was himself. The law of heaven, the unknown power which 
governs, had willed that a specti'e visible and palpable, a spectro of 
flesh and bone, should bo the synopsis of the monstrous parody which 
we call the world ; and he was that si»ectre. 

Immutable fate I 

He had cried: “Pity for those who suffer.” In vain! He had 
striven to awako pity — ^lie had awakened horror*. Such is the law of 
apparitions. 

But while he was a spectre, he was also a man ; here was the heart- 
I’ending complication. A spectre without, a man within. A man moi-e 
than any other, perhaps, since his double fate was the synopsis of all 
humanity. And he felt that humanity was at once present in him, and 
absent from him. There was in his existence something iusminount- 
ablo. What was he f A disinherited heii* ! No ; for he was a lord. 
Was he a loi*d f No ; for he was a rebel. He was the light-beni*er ; a 
terrible spoil-sport. He was not Satan, certainly ; but he was Lucifer. 
His entrance, with his torch in his hand, was sinister. ♦ 

Sinister for whomf for the sinister. Terrible to whom? to the 
terrible. Therefore, they rejected him. Enter their order f be accepted 
by them! Never. The obstacle which he carried in his face was 
frightful ; but the obstacle which he carried in his ideas was still more 
insurmountable. His speech was to them more deformed than his face. 
He had rro possible thought in common with the world of the great and 
powerful, in which he had by a freak of fate beerr bom, and fr*om which 
another freak of fate had driven him out. There was between men aird 
his face a mask, and between society and his mind, a wall. In mixing, 
from infancy, a wandering mountebank, with that vast and tough sub- 
stance which is called the crowd, in satirrating himself with the attraction 
of the multitude, and impregnatirrg himself with the great soul of man- 
kind, he had lost, in the common sense of the whole of mankind, the 
particular sense of thtf' reigning classes. On their heights, he was im- 
possible. He had reached them wet with water from the well of Truth ; 
the odor of the abyss was on him. He was repugnant to those princes 
perfumed with lies. To those who live on Action, truth is disgusting ; 
and he who thirsts for flattery vomits the real, when he has happened 
to drink it by mistake. That which G-wynplaine brought was not fit 
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for their table. For what was it? Reason, wisdoifi, justiee ; and they 
rejected them with disgust. 

There were bishops thei*e. He brought God into their presence. 
Who was this intnider T 

The two poles repel each other. They can never amalgamate, for 
transition is wanting. Hence the result — a cry of anger — when they 
were brought together in terrible juxtaposition : all misery concentrated 
in a man, face to face with all pride concentrated in a caste. 

To accuse is useless. To state is sufficient. Gwynplaine, medi- 
tating on the limits of his destiny, proved the total uselessness of his 
eflEo]^;. He proved the deafness of high places. The privileged have 
no hearing on the side next the disinherited. Is it their fault ? Alas ! 
no. It is their law. Forgive them ! To be moved would be to abdi- 
cate. Of lords and princes expect nothing. He who is satisfied is in- 
exorable. For those that have their fill, the hungry do not exist. The 
happy ignore and isolate themselves. On the threshold of their para- 
dise, as on the threshold of hell, must be wiitten, “Leave all ho2)e 
behind.” 

Gwyuifiaine had met with the i-eceptioii of a spectre entering the 
dwelling of the gods. 

Here all that was within him rose in rebellion. No, he Avas no 
si>ectre, he was a man. He told them, he shouted to them, that he Avas 
Mail. # 

He Avas not a jAhautom. He was palpitating flesh. He had a 
brain, and he thought; he had a heart, and he loA’ed; he had a soul, 
and he hoped. Indeed, to liaA'c lio^Aed overmuch was his whole 
crime. 

Alas ! he had exaggerated hope into believing in that thing at once 
so brilUaut and so dark, which is called Society. He who was without 
had re-entei'ed it. 

It had at once, and at firet sight, made him its three offers, and 
given him its three gifts — maniage, family, and ca.ste. Marriage ? Ho 
had seen prostitution on the threshold. Family? His brother had 
struck him, and was awaiting him the next day, sword in hand. Caste ? 
It had bm’st into laughter in his face, at him, the patrician, at him, the 
wretch. It had rejected almost before it had admitted, him. So that 
his first three steps into the dense shadow of society had opened three 
gulfs beneath him. 

And it was by a treacherous transfiguration that his disaster had 
begun; and catastrophe had approached him with the aspect of apothe- 
osis! 

Ascend ! had signified Descend ! 
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His fate was the reverse of Job’s. It was through prosperity that 
adversity had reached him. 

0 tragical enigma of life ! Behold what pitfalls 1 A child, he had 
wrestled against the night, and had been stronger than it; a man, he 
had wrestled against destiny, and had overcome it. Out of disfigure- 
ment he had created success; and out of misery, happiness. Of his 
exile he had made an asylum. A vagabond, he Wl wrestled against 
space ; and, like the birds of the air, he had found his crumb of bread. 
Wild and solitary, he had wrestled against the crowd, and had made it 
his friend. An athlete, he had wrestled against that lion, the people ; 
and he had tamed it. Indigent, he had wrestled against distress, he 
had faced the dull necessity of living, and from amalgamating with 
miseiy every joy of his heart, he had at length made riches out of pov- 
erty. He had believed himself the conqueror of life. Of a sudden he 
was attacked by fresh forces, reaching him from unknown depths ; this 
time, with menaces no longer, but with smiles and caresses. Love, ser- 
pent-like and sensual, had appeared to him, who was filled with angelic 
love. The flesh had tempted him, who had lived on the ideal. He had 
heard words of voluptuousness like cries of roge ; he had felt the clasp 
of a woman’s arms, like the convolutions of a snake ; to the illumina- 
tion of truth had succeeded the fascination of falsehood; for it is not 
the flesh that is i-eal, but the souL The flesh is ashes, the soul is flame. 
For the little cii’clo allied to him by the relationship of poverty and toil, 
which was his true and natural family, had been substituted the social 
familj’ — his family in blood, but of tainted blood ; and even before he 
had euterod it, he found himself face to face with an intended fratii- 
cide. Alas ! he had allowed himself to be thrown back into that society, 
of which Brantome, whom he had not read, wrote: TJw son has a 
right to chaUmge his father ! A fatal fortune had cried to him, “ Thou 
art not of the crowd, thou art of the chosen ! ” and had opened the 
ceiling above Ins head like a trap in the sky, and had shot him up 
through this opening, causing him to appear, wild and unexpected, in 
the midst of princes and masters. 

MH^^Then suddenly he saw around him, instead of the people who 
applauded him, the lords who cursed him. Mournful metamorphosis ! 
Ignominious ennobling ! Rude spoliation of all that had been his hap- 
piness ! Pillage of hii?’ life by derision ; Gwynplaine, Clancharlie, the 
lord, the mountebank, tom out of his old lot, out of his new lot, by the 
beaks of those eagles. 

What availed it that he had commenced life by immediate 
over obstacle? Of what good had been his early triumphs ? l the 
fall must come, ere destiny be complete. 
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So, half against his will, half of it — ^because after he had done with 
the wapentake he had to do with Barkilphedro, and he had given a 
certain amount of consent to his abduction — ^lie had left the real for the 
chimerical; the true for the false; Dea for Josiana; love for pidde; lib- 



erty for power ; labor proud and poor, for oj)ulciic(‘ full of unknown 
responsibilities; the shade in which is God, for the lurid flames in which 
the devils dwell ; Paradise for Olympus ! 

He had tasted the golden fruit. He was now spitting out the ashes 
to which it turned. 

Lamentable result I Defeat, failure, fall into ruin, insolent expul" 
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sion of all his hopes, frustrated by ridicule ! Immeasurable disillusion I 
and what was there for him iu the future f If he looked forward to the 
morrow, what did he see ? A dra^ sword, the point of which was 
against his breast, and the hilt in the hand of his brother. He could 
see nothing but the hideous flash of that sword. Josiana and the House 
of Lords made up the background in a monstrous chiaroscuro full of 
tragic shadows. 

And that brother seemed so bi'ave and chivalrous ! Alas ! he had 
hardly seen the Tom-Jim-Jack,who had defended Gwynplaine, the Lord 
David, who had defended Lord Clancharlie ; but he had had time to 
receive a blow from him and to love him. 

He was crushed. 

He felt it impossible to proceed further. Eveiything had crumbled 
about him. Besides, what was the good of it f All weariness dwells 
in the depths of despair. 

The trial had been made. It could not be renewed. 

Gwynplaine was like a gamester who has played all his trumps 
away, one after the other. He had allowed himself to bo drawn to a 
fearful gambling table, without t h in kin g what he was about ; for, so 
subtle is the poison of illusion ! he had staked Dea against Josiana, and 
had gained a monster ; he had staked Ursus against a family, and had 
gained an insult ; he had played his mountebank platform against his 
seat in the Lords ; for the applause which was his, he had giiiued insult. 
His last card had fallen on that fatal green cloth, the deserted bowling- 
green. Gwjmplaine had lost. Nothing remained but to 2>ay. Pay iiiJ, 
wi'etched man ! 

The thunder-stricken lie stUl. Gwynidaine remained motionless. 
Anybody perceiving him from afar, in the shadow, stiff, and without 
movement, might have fancied that he saw an upright stone. 

HeU, the serpent, and reverie are tortuous. Gwyui)laine was de- 
scending the sepulchral spu'als of the deepest thought. 

He reflected on that world of which he had just caught a glimpse, 
with the icy contemplation of a last look. Marriage, but no love; 
family, but no brotherly affection ; riches, but no conscience ; beauty, 
but no modesty ; justice, but no equity ; order, but no equilibrium ; 
authority, but no right ; power, but no intelligence ; splendor, but no 
light. Inexorable balance-sheet I He went throughout the supreme 
vision in which his mind had been plunged. He examined successively 
destiny, situation, society, and himself. What was destiny ? A snare. 
Situation? Despair. Society? Hatred. And himself? A defeated man. 
In the depths of his soul he cried. Society is the step-mother. Nature is 
the mother. Society is the world of the body. Nature is the world of 
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the soul. The oue teuds to the coffiu, to the deal box in the grave, to 
the earth-woims, and ends there. The other tends to expanded wings, 
to transformation into the morning light, to ascent into the firmament, 
and there revives into new life. 

By degrees a paroxysm came over him, like a sweeping surge. At 
the close of events there is always a last fiash, in which all stands re- 
vealed once more. He who judges meets the accused face to face. 
Q-wynplaine reviewed all that society and all that nature had done for 
him. How kind had nature been to him ! How she, who is the soul, 
had succored him ! AU had been taken from him, even his features. 
Tlie soul had given him all back — all, oven his featuics ; because there 
was on earth a heavenly blind girl made expressly for bim, who saw not 
lus ugliness, and who saw his beauty. 

And it was from this that he had tdlowed himself to be separated ; 
from that adorable girl, fi'om his own adopted one, from her tenderness, 
from her divine blind gaze, the only gaze on earth that saw him, that 
he luid strayed ! Dea was his sister, because he felt between them the 
gi’and fraternity of above — ^the mystery which contains the whole of 
heaven. Dea, when h«‘ Avas a little child, was his virgin ; because eveiy 
child has his virgin, and at the commencement of life a mairiage of 
souls is always c()usuuimated in the plenitude of innocence. Dea was 
his wife, for theirs Avas the same nest on the highest branch of the deep- 
rooted tree of Hpnen. Dea Avas stUl more — she was Ills light, for Avith- 
out her all Avas A’oid, and nothingness; and for him her head was 
croAvned Avith rays. What Avould become of him Avithout Dea f What 
could he do Anth all that Avas himself ? Nothing in him could Ih’^e 
Avithont her. Hoaa', then, coAild he have lost sight of her for a moment ! 
Oh, imfortunate man ! He alloAA’ed distance to interA’^ene between him- 
self and his star ; and, by the unknown and terrible laws of gi'aA'itation 
in such tldngs, distance is immediate loss. 

Wliere was she, the star f Dea I Dea ! Dea ! Dea ! Alas ! he had 
lost her light. Take away the star, and Avhat is the sky f A black 
mass. But why, then, had all this befallen him 1 Oh, Avhat happiness 
had been his ! For him God had remade Eden. Too close Avas the 
I’esemblance, alas ! eA’cn to allowing the seipent to enter ; but this time 
it was the man who had been tempted. He had been drawn Avithout, 
and then, by a frightful snare, had fallen into a chaos of murky 
laughte]', Avhich was hell. Oh, giief! Oh, grief! How frightful 
seemed all that had fascinated him ! That Josiana, fearful creature ! — 
half beast, half goddess ! GAvynplaiue was now on the revei'se side of 
his elevation, and he saw the other aspect of that which had dazzled 
him. It was baleful! His peerage was defoimed; his coronet was 
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hideous ; his purple robe, a funeral garment ; those palaces, infected ; 
those trophies, those statues, those armorial bearings, sinister ; the un- 
wholesome and treacherous air poisoned those who breathed it, and 
turned them mad. How brilliant the rags of the mountebank, Grwyn- 
plaine, appeared to him now! Alas! where was the Green Box, 
poverty, joy, the sweet wandering life — wandering together, like the 
swallows f They never left each other then ; he saw her every minute, 
morning, evening. At table their knees, their elbows, touched; they 
drank from the same cup ; the sun shone through the pane, but it was 
only the sun, and Dea was Love. At night they slept not far from each 
other; and the ilream of Dea came and hovered over Gwjmplaine, and 
the dream of Gwynplaine spread itself mysteriously above the head of 
Dea. When they awoke they could be never quite sure that they had 
not exchanged kisses in the azure mists of di'eams. Dea was all inno- 
cence; Ursus, all wisdom. They wandered from town to town; and 
they had for provision and for stimulant the frank, loving gayety of the 
people. They were angel vagabonds, with enough of humanity to 
walk the earth and not enough of wings to fly away ; and now all had 
disappeared! Where was it gone? Was it i»ossiblo that it was all 
effaced t What wind from the tomb had swei>t over them f All was 
eclipsed! All was lost! Alas! iwwer, in*esistible and deaf to aiipeal, 
which weighs down the poor, flings its shadow over all, and is capable 
of anything. What had been done to them f And he had not l)een 
there to protect them, to fling himself in front of them, to defend them, 
as a lord, with his title, his peerage, and liis sword ; as a mountebank, 
with his fists and his nails ! And here arose a bitter reflection, perhaps 
the most bitter of all. Well! no ; he could not liaA^e defended them. It 
was he himself who had destroyed them; it was to save him, Loi‘<l 
Claneharlie, from them ; it was to isolate his dignity from contact with 
them, that the infamous omnipotemte of society had crushed them. Tlie 
best way in which ho could protect them would bo to disappear, and 
then the cause of their persecution would cease. He out of the way, 
they would be allowed to remain in peace. Into what icy channel was 
,^jH^s thought beginning to nm ! Oh ! why had he allowed himself to be 
sepai’ated from Dea ? Was not his first duty towards her T To serve and 
to defend the people ! But Dea was the people. Dea was an orphan. 
She was blind ; she represented humanity. Oh I what had they done 
to them f Cruel smart of regret ! His absence had left the field free 
for the catastrophe. He would have shared their fate; either they 
would have keen taken and carried away with him, or he would have 
been swallowed up with them. And, now, what would become of him 
without them f Gwynplaine without Dea. Was it possible f Without 
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Dea was to be without everything. It was all over now. The beloved 
group was forever buried in irreparable disappearance. All was spent. 
Besides, condemned and damned as Gwynplaine was, what was the 
good of further struggle f He had nothing more to expect either of 
men or of heaven. Dea ! Dea I Where is Doa f Lost ! What ! lost f 
He who has lost his soul can regain it but through one outlet — death. 

Gwynplaine, tragically distraught, placed his hand finnly on the 
parapet, as on a solution, and looked at the river. 

It was his third night without sleep. Fever had come over him. 
His thoughts, which he believed to be clear, were blmred. He felt an 
imperative need of sleep. He remained for a few instants leaning over 
the water. Its darkness offered him a bed of boundless trau<iuillity in 
the infinity of shadow. Sinister temptation ! 

He took off his coat, which he folded and placed on the j)arapet ; 
then, he unbuttoned his waistcoat. As he Avas about to take it off, his 
hand stniek against something in the pocket. It was the red book 
which had been giA’^en him by the librarian of the House of Loi*ds ; he 
drew it from the jiockct, examined it in the vague light of the night, 
and found a pencil in it, Avith Avhich he wrote on the first blank that he 
found these two lines : 

“ I depart. Let my brother DaArid take my place, and may he be 
happy ! ” 

Then he signed, “FERMAIN OLANdHARLIE, peer of England.” 



He took off his waistcoat and placed it upon the coat; then his hat, 
which he placed upon the waistcoat. In the hat he laid the red book 
open at the page on which he had written. Seeing a stone lying on the 
ground, he picked it up and placed it in the hat. 

Having done all this, he looked up into the deep shadow above 
him. Then his head sank slowly, as if drawn by au inAusible thread 
towards the abyss. 

There was a hole in the masonry near the base of the parapet ; he 
placed his foot in it, so that his knee stood higher than the top, and 
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scarcely an eflEort was necessary to spring over it. He clasped his 
hands behind his back’ and leaned over. 

“ So be it,’^ said he. 

And he fixed his eyes on the deep waters. 

Just then he felt a tongue licking his hands. 

He shuddered, and turned round. 

Homo was behind him. 




CONCLUSION 

THE :night the sea 


CHAPTER I 

A WATCH-DOG MAY BE A OUABDIAN ANGEL 

WYNPLAINE uttered a cry. 

“ Is that you, wolf f ” 

Homo wagged his taiL His eyes sparkled in 
the darkuess. He was lookiug earnestly at Owyn- 
plaiiie. 

Then he began to lick his hands again. For 
a moment Gwynplaine was like a drunken man, 
so gi’eat is the shock of Hope’s mighty retmm. 

Homo ! "What an apparition ! During the 
last forty-eight horn's he had exhausted what 
might be termed every variety of the thunder-bolt. But one was left 
to strike him— the thunder-bolt of joy. And it had just fallen upon 
him. Certainty, or at least the light which loads to it, regained ; the 
sudden intervention of some mystei'ious clemency possessed, perhaps, 
by destiny; life saying, “Behold me!” in the darkest recess of the 
grave ; the very moment in which aU expectation has ceased bringing 
back health and deliverance ; a place of safety discovered at the most 
critical instant in the midst of crumbling mins ; Homo was all this to 
Gwynplaine. The wolf appeared to him in a halo of light. 

Meanwhile, Homo had turned round. He advanced a few steps, 
and then looked back to see if Gwynplaine was following him. 
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Gwynplaine was doing so. Homo wagged his tail, and went on. 

The road taken by the wolf was the slope of the quay of the Elfroc- 
stone. This slope shelved down to the Thames; and Gwynplaine, 
guided by Homo, descended it. 

Homo turned his head now and then, to make sure that Gwyn- 
plaine was behind him. 

In some situations of supreme importance nothing approaches so 
near an omniscient inteUigeuce as the simple instinct of a faithful 
animal An animal is a lucid somuambulist. 

There are cases in which the dog feels that he s]}ould follow his 
master; others, iu which he should precede him. Then the animal 
takes the direction of sense. His imperturbable scent is a confused 
power of vision in what is twilight to us. He feels a vague obligation 
to become a guide. Does he know that there is a dangerous pass, and 
that he can help his master to surmount it ? Probably net. Perhaps 
he does. In any case, some one knows it for him. As we have alreiuly 
said, it often happens iu life, that some mighty help which we have held 
to have come fi-om below has, in reality, come from above. "Who knows 
all the mysterious forms assumed by ^d ! 

"What was this animal f Providence. 

Having reached the river, the wolf led down the narrow tongue of 
land which bordered the Thames. 

Without noise or bark he pushed forwanl on his silent way. Homo 
always followed his instinct, and did his duty ; but with th(j pensive 
reserve of an outlaw. 

Some fifty paces more, ami he stopped. A Avooden platform ap- 
peared on the right. At the bottom of this platform, which was a kind 
of wharf on piles, a black mass could be made out, Avhich was a tolci’- 
ably large vessel On the deck of the vessel, near the prow, was a 
glimmer, like the last dicker of a night-light. 

The wolf, having finally assured himself that Gwynplaine was there, 
bounded on to the wharf. It was a long platform, floored and taired, 
supported by a net-work of joists, and under which flowed the river. 
"^wiPoino and Gwynplaine shortly reached the blink. 

The ship moored to the wharf was a Dutch vessel, of the Japanese 
build, with two decks,^fore and aft, and between them an open hold, 
reached by an upright ladder, in which the cargo was laden. There 
was thus a forecastle and an after-deck, as in our old river boats, and 
a space between them ballasted by the freight. The paper boats made 
by children are of a somewhat similar shape. Under the decks were 
Ihe cabins, the doors of which opened into the hold and were lighted 
by glazed port-holes. In std^ng the cargo a passage was left between 
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the packages of which it consisted. These vessels had a mast on each 
deck. The foremast was ‘called Paul, the mainmast Peter ; the ship 
being sailed by these two masts, as the Church was guided by her two 
apostles. A gangway was thrown, like a Chinese bridge, from one deck 
to the other, over the centre of the hold. In bad weather, both flaps of 
the gangway wei'e lowered, on the right and left, on hinges, thus mak- 
ing a i-oof over the hold ; so that the shi]), in heavy seas, was hermet- 
ically closed. These sloojis, being of very massive construction, had a 
beam for a tiller, the sti-ength of the rudder being necessarily propor- 
tioned to the height of the vessel. Three men, the skipper and two 
sailors, with a cabin-boy, sufficed to navigate these ponderous sea- 
going machines. The decks, fore and aft, were, as we have already said, 
without bulwarks. The great lumbering hull of this particular vessel 
was painted black, and on it, visible even in the night, stood out, in 
white letters} the words, Voffmat, Bottenlam. 

About that time many events hsvd occuired at sea, and amongst 
others, the defeat of the Baron de Pointi’s eight ships off Cape Caniei’o, 
which Inid driven the whole French fleet into I'efuge at Gibraltar ; so 
that the (Jhauiiel was swej)t of every man-of-war, and merchant vessels 
were able to sail backwai'ds and foiwards between Loudon and Rotter- 
dam, without a convoy. 

The vessel on which was to be read the word Voffraat, and which 
Gwj’iiplaiiie was now close to, lay with her main-deck almost level with 
the Avharf. But one step to descend, and Homo in a bound, and Gwyn- 
plaine in a stride, wei’e on boai’d. 

The dock was clear, and no stir was perceptible. The passengers, 
if, as was likely, there were any, were already on board, the vessel being 
ready to sail, and the cargo stowed, as was apparent fi^om the state of 
the hold, which was full of bales and cases. But they were, doubtless, 
lying asleep in the cabins below, as the passage was to take place dur- 
ing the night. In such cases the passengei’s do not appear on deck till 
they awake the following moniiug. As for the crew, they wore prob- 
ably having their supper in the men’s cabin, whilst awaiting the hour 
fixed for sailing, which was now rapidly approaching. Hence the 
silence on the two decks connected by the gangway. 

The wolf had almost run across the wharf; once on board, he 
slackened his pace into a discreet walk. He stiU wagged his tail — no 
longer joyfully, however ; but with the sad and feeble wag of a dog 
troubled in his mind. Still preceding Gwynplaiue, he passeti along the 
after-deck, and across the gangway. 

Gwynplaine, having reached the gaug'vay, perceived a light in 
front of him. It was the same that he had!*seen from the shore. There 
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was a lantern on the deck, close to the foremast, by the gleam of which 
was sketched in black, on the dim background of the night, what 
G-wynplaine recognized to be Ursus’s old four-wheeled van. 

This poor wooded tenement, cai"t and hut combined, in which his 
childhood had rolled along, was fastened to the bottom of the mast by 
thick ropes, of which the knots were visible at the wheels. Having 
been so long out of service, it had become dreadfully rickety ; it leant 
over feebly on one side ; it had become quite paralytic from disuse; and, 
moreover, it was suffering from that incurable malady — old age. Mouldy 
and out of shape, it tottered in decay. The materials of w’hich it was 
built were all rotten. The iron was rusty, the leathei- torn, the wood- 
work worm-eaten. There were lines of cracks across the window in 
front, through which shone a ray from the lantern. The wheels were 
w'arped. The lining, the floor, and the axletrees i^med worn out with 
fatigue. Altogether, it presented an imlescribable appearance of beg- 
gary and in’ostration. Tlie shafts, stuck up, looked like two arms raised 
to heaven. The whole thing was in a statt>! of dislocation. Beneath it 
was hanging Homo’s chain. 

Does it not seem that the law and the will of nature would have 
dictated Gwymplaiue’s headlong rush to throw himself upon life, happi- 
ness, love regained? So they would, except in some cases of deep ter- 
ror such as his. But he who comes forth, shattered in nerve and un- 
certain of his way, from a series of catastrot)hes, c'ach one like a fresli 
betrayal, is prudent even in his joy; hesitates, lest he should hear the 
fatality of which lie has been the victim to those whom he loves ; feels 
that some evil contagion may still hang about him, and advances 
towards happiness with wary steps. The gates of Paradise re-oi>en ; 
but before he enters he examines his gi'ouiid. 

Gwynplaiue, staggering under the weight of his emotion, looked 
around him. 

The wolf went and lay down silently by his cdiain. 



CHAPTER II 


ISAllKILPHEDKO, HAVING AMEH AT THE EAC^LE, BKINGM DOWN THE DOVE 


HE stop of the little van was down — tli<^ dooi’ ajar — there 
w’as no one inside. The faint light wliich broke through 
the i>aiie in front, sketched the interior of the caravan 
vaguely in melancholy chiaroscuro. The insciiptions of 
Ursus, glorifjdiig the gran<leur of Lords, showed distinctly on the 
worn-out boards, which were both the wall without and the wainscot 
within. On a nail, near the door, Owynplaiue saw his leather gorget 
and his cape hung uj), as they hang up the clothes of a corpse in a dead- 
house. Just then he had neither waisttu)at nor coat on. 

Behind the van something was laid out on the deck at the foot of 
the mast, which was lighted by the lantern. It was a mattress, of which 
he could make out one corner. On this mattress some one was prob- 
ably lying, for he could see a shadow move. 

Some one was speaking. Concealed by the van, Grwynplaine 
listened. 

It was Ursus’s voice. 
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That voice, so harsh in its upper, so tender in its lower, pitch ; that 
voice, which had so often upbraided Gwynplaine, and which had taught 
him so well, had lost the life and clearness of its tone. It was vague 
and low, and melted into a sigh at the end of every sentence. It bore 
but a confused resemblance to his uatui'al and firm voice of old. It 
was the voice of one in whom happiness was dead. A voice may 
become a ghost. 

Ursus seemed to be engaged in monologue rather than in conversa- 
tion. We are ali’eady awai’e, however, that soliloquy was a habit with 
him. It was for that reason that he passed for a madman. 

Gwynplaine held his bi'eath, so as not to lose a word of what 
Ursus said, and this is what he heard ; 

“ This is a veiy dangerous kind of craft, because there are no bul- 
warks to it. If we were to slip, there is nothing to prevent our going 
overboard. If we have bad weather, we shall have to take her below, 
and that will be dreadful. An awkward step, a fright, and we shall 
have a rapture of the jineuiism. I have seen instances of it. O my 
God ! what is to become of us f Is she asleep t Yes. She is asle(‘p. 
Is she in a swoon? No. Her pulse is pretty strong. She is only 
asleeji. Sleep is a reprieve. It is the happy blindness. What cun I 
do to prevent jieople walking about here f Gentlemen, if there be any- 
body on deck, I beg of you to make no noise. Do not come near us, if 
you do not mind. You know a persrm in delicate hetdtli reciuires a 
little attention. She is feverish, you see. She is very young. Tis a 
little creature who is rather feverish. I put this mattress down h«‘re so 
that she may have a little ah'. I explain all this so that you should be 
careful. She fell down exhausted on the mattress Jis if she had faiuhvl. 
But she is asleep. I do hope that no one will awake her. I a<ldress 
myself to the ladies, if there are any present. A young girl, it is 
pitiful! We are only poor mountebanks, but I beg a little kindness, 
and if there is anything to i)ay for not making a noise, I will pay it. I 
thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Is there any one there t No. I don’t 
think there is. My talk is mere loss of bi’eath. So much the better. 
Gentlemen, I thank you, if you are thei’o ; and I tliank you still more if 
you are not. Her forehead is all in perspiration. Come, let us take 
om* places in the galleys again. Put on the chain. Misery is come 
back. We are sinkings again. A hand, the feaiful hand which we can- 
not see, but the weight of which we feel ever upon us, has suddenly 
struck us back towards the dark point of our destiny. Be it so. We 
will bear up. Only I will not have her ill. I must seem a fool to talk 
aloud like this, when I am alone ; but she must feel she has some one 
near her when she awakes. What shall I do if somebody awakes her 
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suddenly t No noise, in the name of heaven I A sudden shock which 
would awake her suddenly, would be of no use. It will be a pity if any- 
body comes by. I believe that every one on board is asleep. Thanks 
be to Providence for that mercy. Well, and Homo I Where is he, I 
wonder f In all this confusion I forgot to tie him up. I do not know 
what I am doing. It is more than an horn* since I have seen him. I 
suppose he has been to look for his supper somewhere ashore. I hope 
nothing has happened to him. Homo I Homo ! ” 

Homo struck his tail softly on the planks of the deck. 

“You are thei'e. Oh! you are there! Thank God for that. If 
Homo had been lost, it would have been too much to l)ear. She has 
moved her arm. Perhaps she is going to awake. Quiet, Homo! The 
tide is turning. We shall sail directly. I think it ■will be a fine night. 
There is no wind : the flag droops. We shall have a good passage. I 
do not know what moon it is, but there is scarcely a stir in the clouds. 
There will be no swell. It will be a fine night. Her cheek is pale ; it is 
only weakness ! No, it is flushed ; it is only the fever ! Stay ! It is 
rosy. She is well ! I cau no longer see clearly. My poor Homo, I 
no longer see distinctly. So we must begin life afresh. We must set 
to work again. There are only we two left, you see. We will work for 
her, both of us ! She is our child. Ah ! the vessel moves ! We are 
off! (lood-byo, Loudon! Good-evening! good-night! To the deWl 
with horrible London ! ” 

He was right. He hoard the dull sound of the unmooring as the 
vessel fell away from the whaif. Abaft on the poop a man, the skipper, 
n^ doubt, just come li’oiii below, was standing. He hud slipped the 
hawser and 'was working the tiller. Looking only to the nidder, as 
befitted the combined phlegm of a Dutchman and a sailor, listening to 
nothing but the Avind and the water, bending against the resistance of 
the tiller, as ho worked it to pon or starboard, ho looked, in the gloom 
of th(* after-deck, like a phantom l>eaiiug a bemn upon its shoulder. He 
Avas alone there. So long as they were in the riA’cr the other sailors 
Avere not miuirod. In a feAv minutes the vessel Aiv^as in the centre of 
the current, Arith which she drifted without rolling or j)itching. The 
Thames, little disturbed by the ebb, was calm. Cairied onwards by the 
tide, the vessel made rapid way. Behind her the black sceneiy of 
London was fading in the mist. 

Ursus went on talking. 

“NeA’er mind, I will give her digitalis. I am afraid that delirium 
will supervene. She perspires in the palms of her hands. What sin 
can we have committed in the sight of God ’ How quickly has all this 
misery come upon us ! Hideous rapidity of evil ! A stone falls. It 
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' has daws. It is the hawk swooping on the lark. It is destiny. There 
you lie, my sweet child ! One comes to Loudon. One says : What a 
fine city ! What fine buildings ! Southwark is a magnificent suburb. 
One settles there. But now they are horrid places. What would you 
have me do there ? I am going to leave. This is the 30th of April. I 
always distrusted the mouth of April. There are but two lucky days 
in April, the 5th and the 27th; and four unlucky ones — ^the 10th, the 
20th, the 29th, and the 30th. This has lieen placed beyond doubt by 
the calculations of Cardan. I wish this day were over. Departure is a 
comfort. At dawn we shall be at Gravesend, and to-moiTow evening 
at Rotterdam. Zounds ! I will begin life again in the van. We will 
draw it, won’t we, Homo f ” 

A light tapping announced the wolfs consent. 

TJrsus continued : 

“ If one could only get out of a grief, as one gets out of a city ! 
Homo, we must yet be happy. Alas ! there must always be the one 
who is no more. A shadow remains on those who survive. You know 
whom I mean. Homo. We were four, and now we are but three. Life 
is but a long loss of those whom we love. They leave behind them a 
train of soitows. Destiny amazes us by a prolixity of unl)earable 
suffering; who then can wonder that the old ai’e gaiTulousf It is 
despair that makes the dotard, old fellow ! Homo, the wind continues 
favorable. We can no longer see the dome of St. Paul’s. We shall 
pass Greenwich presently. That will Ire six good miles over. Oh ! I 
turn my back forever on those odious capitals, full of priests, of magis- 
trates, and of people. I prefer looking at the leaves rustling in the 
woods. Her forehead is still in perspiration. I don’t like those gr'eat 
violet veins in her arm. There is fever in them. Oh ! all this is killing 
me. Sleep, my child. Yes ; she sleeps.” 

Here a voice spoke ; an ineffable voice, which seemed from afar, 
and appeared to come at once from the heights and the depths — a voice 
^vinely fearful, the voice of Dea. 

* All that Gwynplaine had hither*to felt seemed nothing. His angel 
spoke. It seemed as though he heard words spoken from another World 
in a heaven-like trance. 

The voice said : 

“ He did well to -go. This world was not worthy of him. Only I 
must go with hin£ Father ! I am not ill ; I heard you speak just now. 
I am very well, quite well. I was asleep. Father, I am going to be 
happy.” . 

“My child,” said Ursus, in a voice of anguish ; “ what do you mean 
by that!” 
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The answer was : 

“ Father, do not be unhappy.” 

There was a pause, as if to take breath, and then these few words, 
pronounced slowly, reached Glwynplaine: 

Gwynplaine is no longer here. It is now that I am blind. I knew 
not what night was. Night is absence.” 

The voice stopped once more, and then continued : 

“ I always feai'ed that he would fly away. I felt that he belonged 
to Heaven. He has taken flight suddenly. It was natural that it 
should end thus. The soul flies away like a bird. But the nest of the 
soul was in the height, where dwells the Great Loadstone, who draws 
all towards Him. I know where to find Gwynplaine. I have no doubt 
about the way. Father, it is yonder. Later on you will rejoin us, and 
Homo, too.” 

Homo, hearing his name in-onoiuieod, wagged his tail softly against 
the deck. 

“ Father ! ” resumed the voice, “ you understand that once Gwyn- 
plaine is no longer here, all is over. Even if I would remain, I could 
not, because one must breathe. We must not ask for that which is im- 
possible. I was with Gwynplaine. It was quite natural, I lived. Now 
Gwynplaine is no more, I die. The two things are alike : either he 
must come, or I must go. feJiuce he cannot come back, I am going to 
him. It is good to (be. It is not at all difiicult. Father, that which is 
extinguished here, shall be rekindled elsewhere. It is a heartache to 
live in this world. It cannot bo that wo shall always be unhappy. 
When we go to what you call the stars, wo shall maiTy, we shall never 
part again, and we shall love, love, love ; and that is what is God.” 

‘‘ There, there, do not agitate yourself,” said Ureus. 

The voice continued : 

“ W’^ell, for instance ; last year. In the spring of last year wo were 
together, and we were happy. How (Afferent it is now ! I forget what 
little village we were in, but there were trees, and I heard the bunets 
singing. We (iame to London ; all was changed. This is no reproach, 
mind. When one comes to a fresh place, how is one to know anything 
about it f Father, do you reim^mber that one day there was a woman 
in the gi’eat box ; you said, ‘ It is a duchess.’ I felt sad. I think it 
might have been better had we kept to the little towns. Gwynplaine 
has done right, withal. Now my tmoi has coine. Besides, you have 
told me yourself, that ^hen I was very little, my mother died, and that 
I was lying on the ground with the snow falling upon me, and that he, 
who was also very bttle then, and alone, like myself, picked me up, and 
that it was thus that I came to be abve ; so you cannot wonder that 
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now I should feel it absolutely necessary to go and search the grave to 
see if Gwynplaine be in it. Because the only thing which exists in 
life, is the heart ; and after life, the soul. You take notice of what I 
say, father, do you not? What is moving? It seems as if we are in 
something that is moving, yet I do not hear the sound of the wheels.” 

After a pause the voice added : 

“ I cannot exactly make out the difference between yesterday and 
to-day. I do not complain. I do not know what has occurred ; but 
something must have happene<l.” 

These words, uttered with deep and inconsolable sweetness, and 
with a sigh which Gwynplaine heal’d, wound up thus : 

“ I must go, unless he should i-etum.” 

Ursus muttered gloomily : 

“ I do not believe in ghosts.” 

He went on : 

“ This is a ship. You ask why the house moves ; it is because we 
are on board a vessel. Be calm; you must not talk so much. Daugh- 
ter, if you have any love for me, do not agitate youreelf, it will make 
you feverish. I am so old, I could not beai’ it if you were to have an 
illness. Spare me! do not be ill ! ” 

Again the voice spoke : 

“ What is the use of searching the earth, when we can only find in 
Heaven ? ” 

Ursus r^^ed, with a half attempt at authority: 

“Be calm. There are times when you have no sense at all. I 
order you to rest. After all, you cannot be expected to know what it is 
to rupture a blood-vessel I should be easy if you were easy. My 
child, do something for me as well. If he picked you up, I took you in. 
You will make me ill That is wrong. You must calm yourself, and 
go to sleep. All will come right. I give you my word of honor, all 
win come right. Besides, it is very fine weather. The night might 
have been made on purpose. To-morrow we shall be at Bottei'dam, 
which is a city in Holland, at the mouth of the Meuse.” 

“ Father,” said the voice, “ look here ; when two beings have always 
been together from infancy, their state should not be disturbed, or death 
must come, and it cannot be otherwise. I love you all the same, but 1 
feel that I am no longer altogether with you, although I am as yet not 
altogether with him.” 

“ Come ! try to sleep,” repeated Ursus. 

The voice answered : 

“ I shall have sleep euon|^ soon.” 

Ursus replied, in trembling tones : 
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** I tell you that we are going to Holland, to Rotterdam, which is a 
city." 

** Father,” continued the voice, 1 am not ill ; if you are anxious 
about that, you may rest easy. I have no fever. I am rather hot ; it is 
nothing more.” 

Ursus stammered out : 

“ At the mouth of the Meuse 

“ I am quite well, father ; but look here I I feel that I am going to 
die!” 

“ Do nothing so foolish,” said Ursus. 

And he added : 

“ Above all, God forbid that she should have a shock I ” 

There was a silence. Suddenly Ursus cried out : 

“What are you doing? Why are you getting upf Lie down 
again, I iiiiidore of you.” 

Gwynplaine shivered, and stretched out his head. 



CHAPTEE III 


PAKADISE EEGAINED BELOW 


blue veins, hot and swollen with fever, were visible on her hands. She 
was shivering and iwking, rather than reeling, to and fro, like a reed. 
The lantern threw up its glancing light on her beantiful face. Her 
loosened hair floated over her shouldere. No tears fell on her cheeks. 
In her eyes there was fire, and dai'kness. She was pale, with that pale- 
ness which is like the transparency of a divine life in an earthly face. 
Her fragile and exquisite form was, as it were, blended and interfuswi 
with the folds of her robe. She wavered like the flicker of a flame, 
while, at the same time, she was dwindling into shadow. Her eyes, 
opened widoj^rore Wiiflbndent. She was as one just freed from the 
sepulc^; a soul standing in the dawn. 

TTrsus, whose back only was visible to Gwyniflaine, raised his arms 
in ten’or. 

« “ Oh ! my child ! Oh ! heavens ! she is deluious. Delirium is 
what I feared worst of aO. She must have no shock, for that might 
kill her; yet nothing but a shock can prevent her going mad. Dead or 
mad! what a situation I 0 God ! what can I do t My child, lie down 
again.” 

Meanwhile, Dea spoke. Her voice was almost indistinct, as if a 
cloud already interpos^ between her and earth. 

“ Father, yon are wrong. I am not in the least delirious. I hear 
all you say to me, distinctly. Ton tell me that there is a great crowd 
of people, that they are waiting, and that I must play to-night. I am 
quite willing. You see that I have my reason ; but I do not know what 
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|S saw Dea. She had just raised lieraelf up on the mattress. 
She had on a long white dress, carefully closed, and showing 
only the delicate fom of her neck. The sleeves covered 
her arms, the folds, her feet. The branch-like traceiy of 
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to do, since I am dead, and Gwynplaine is dead. I am coming all the 
same. I am ready to play. Hero 1 am; but Gwynplaine is no longer, 
hera” 

“ Come, my child,” said Ursos, " do as I bid you. Lie down again.” 



“ Ho is no longei* here, no longer here. Oh ! how dark it is ! ” 
“Dark,” muttered Ursus. “This is the first tune she has ever 
utterod that word ! ” 

Gwynplaine, with as little noise as he could help making as he 
crept, mounted the step of the caravan, enterod it, took from the nail 
the cape and the collar, put the collar round his neck, and redescended 
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from the van, still concealed by the projection of the cabin, the rigging, 
.and the mast. 

Dea continued murmuring. She moved her lips, and by degi'ees 
the murmur became a melody. In bi'oken pauses, and with the inter- 
rupted cadences of delirium, her voice broke into the mysterious appeal 
she had so often addressed to Gwynplaine in “ Chios Vanquished^ She 
sang, and her voice was low and uncertain as the murmur of the bee: 

Koche, qulta te de alii ! 

El alba canta” ... * 

She stopped. 

“ No, it is not time. I am not dead. What was I saying T Alas ! 
I am alive. I am alive. He is dead. I am below. He is above. He 
is gone. 1 i*emaiu. I shall hear his voice no more, nor his footstep. 
God, who had given us a little Paradise on earth, has taken it away. 
Gwjmplaine, it is over. I shall never feel you near me again. Never ! 
And his voice ! 1 shall never hear his voice again. And she sang : 

Es menester a cielos ir ~ 

Deja, quiero, 

A til negro 
Caparazon.” t 


She stretched out her hand, as if she sought something in spac*e on 
which she might rest. 

Gwynplaine, rising by the side of Ursus, wdio had suddenly become 
as though petrified, knelt down before her. 

“ Never,’’ said Dea, “never shall I hear him again.” 

She began, wandering, to sing again : 

Deja, qaiero, 

A tu negro 
Cajiarazon.’’ 

Then she heard a voice — even the beloved voice — answering: 

‘*0 ven ! ama ! 

Eras alina, 

Soy corazon.” J 


♦ “ Depart, 0 night ! sings the dawn.” 
t “ We must go to lieavon. 

Take off, I entreat thee. 

Thy black cloak.” 
t “ 0 come and love ! 

Thou art the soul, 

I am the heart.” 


% 
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And at the same instant Dea felt under her hand the head of Glwyu- 
plaule. She uttered an indescribable ciy. 

“ Gwynplaine ! ” 

A light, as of a star, shone over her pale fa<'.e, aud she tottered. 
Gwynplaine received her in his arms. 

“ Alive ! ” cried Ursus. 

Dea repeated, “ Gwynplaine.” 

And with her head bowed against Gwynplaine’s cheek, she whis- 
pered faintly: 

“ You have come down to me again ; I thank you, Gwynplaine.” 

And seated on his knee, she lifted up her head. Wrapt in his em- 
brace, she tunied her sweet face towards him, and fixed on him those 
eyes so full of light and shadow, as though she could see him. 

“ It is you,” she said. 

GwjTildaine covered her sobs with kisses. There are words which 
are at once woixls, crie.s, and sobs, in which all ecstasy and all giief are 
mingled aud burst forih together. They have no meaning, and yet 
tell aU. 

“ Yes ! it is ! It is I, Gwynplaine, of whom you arc the soul. Do 
you hoar me ? I, of whom you are the child, the wife, the star, the 
breath of life. I, to whom you are eternity. It is I. I am here. I 
hold you in my arms. I am alive. I am yours. Oh ! when I think 
that in a moment all would have been over — one minute more, but for 
Homo ! I Avill tell you everything. How near is despair to joy ! Dea, 
we live! Dea, forgive mo. Yes. Yoiu’s forever*. You are right. 
Touch my forehead. Make sure tliat it is I. If you only knew — ^Irat 
nothing can separate ns now. I rise out of hell, and ascend into heaven. 
Am I not with you ? You said that I descended. Not so ; I re-ascend. 
Once more with you ! roi*eve.r ! I tell you forever. Together ! We 
are together! "Who wouhl have believed it? Wo have found each 
other again. All oiu* troubles ai*e past. Before us now there is nothing 
but enchantment. We will renew om* happy life, and we will shut the 
door so fast that misfortune shall never enter again. I will tell you all. 
You will be astonished. The vessel has sailed. No one can prevent 
that now. We are on our voyage, and at liberty. We are going to 
Holland. We will man*y. I have no fear about gaining a livelihood. 
What can hinder it ? There is nothing to fear. I adore you ! ” 

“ Not so quick,” stammered Ursus. 

Dea, trembling, and with the rapture of an angelic touch, passed 
her hand over Gwynplaine’s pi*ofile. He overheard her say to herself : 

“ It is thus that God is made.” 

Then she touched his clothes. 



310 


THE MAN WHO LAUGHS. 


The esclavine,” she said, “ the cape. Nothing changed. All as it 
was befoi’e.” 4 

Ursus, stupefied, delighted, smiling, drowned in tears, looked at 
them, and addressed an aside to himself : 

“ I don’t understand it in the least. I am a stupid idiot — I, who 
saw him carried to the grave ! I cry, and I laugh. That is all I know. 
I am as great a fool as if I were in love myself. But that is jiist what 
I am. I am in love with them both. Old fool ! Too much emotion. 
Too much emotion. It is what I was afraid of. No, it is that I wished 
for. Gwynplaiue, be careful of hei-. Yes, let them kiss ! it is no affair 
of mine. I am but a spectatoi*. What I feel is droll. I am the parasite 
of their happiness, and I am nourished by it.” 

While Ursus was talking to liimself, Gwjmplaine exclaimed : 

“ Dea, you ai’e too lx5autifiil ! I don’t know where my wits were 
gone these last few days. Truly, there is but you on earth. I see you 
again, but as yet I can hardly believe it. In this ship ! But tell me, 
how did it all happen ? To what a state have they reduced you. But 
where is the Green Boxf Thev have robbed von. Thev have driven 

» Aft 

you away. It is infamous. Oh! I will avenge you.- I will avenge you, 
Dea. They shall answer for it. I am a iH*er of England.” 

Ursus, as if stricken by a planet full in his breast, di-ew ba<;k, and 
looked at Gwynplaiue attentively. 

“ It is clear that he is not dead ; but can he have gone mad ? ” and 
he listened to him doubtfully. 

Gwynplaiue resumed : 

“ Be easy, Dea ; I will cany my complaint to the House of Lords.” 

Ursus looked at him again, and struck his forehea<l with the tiji of 
his forefinger. Then making xxp his mind : 

“ It is all one to me,” he said. “ It will be all right, all the same. 
Be as mad as you like, my Gwynidaine. It is one of the rights of man. 
As for mo, I am happy ; but how came all this about f ” 

The vessel continued to sail smoothly and fast. The night gi-ew 
darker and darker. The mists, wliich came inland from the ocean, 
were invading the zenith, from which no wind blew them away. Only 
a few large stars were visibli| and they disappeared one after another, 
so t^j loon there wore none at all, and the whole sky was dark, 
infldfe, and soft. The river broadened until the banks on each side 
were nothing but two thin brown lines mingling with the gloom. Out 
of all this shadow rose a profound ixeace. Gwynplaine, half seated, 
held Dea in his embrace. They spoke, they cried, they babbled, they 
munnured in a mad dialogue of joy. How are we to paint thee, O joy ! 

“My life!” 
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“ My heaven ! ” 

“ My love ! ” 

“ My whole happiness I ^ 

“ Gwynplaine ! ^ 

“ Dea, I am drank. Let me kiss your feet.” 

Is it you, then, for certain ? ” 

“ I have so much to say to you now that I do not know where to 
begin.” 

“ One kiss ! ” 

“ O, my wife ! ” 

“ Grwynplaine, do not tell me that I am beautiful. It is you who 
are handsome.” 

“ I have found you again. I hold you to my heart. This is true. 
You are mine. I do not dream. Is it possible ( Yes, it is. I recover 
possession of life. If you only knew ! I have met with all sorts of 
adventures- Dea ! ” 

“ (Twynplaine, J love you ! ” 

And Ursus murmured : 

“ Mine is the jo5’^ of a grandfather.” 

Homo, luiviiig (*ome from under the van, was going from one to the 
other dis(*reetly, exacting no attention, licking them left and right — 
now Lh’siis’s thick shoes, now fl-wjuiplaino’s cape, now Dea’s dress, now 
the mattress. This was his way of giving his blessing. 

They had passed Chatham and the mouth of the Medway. They 
were approaching the sea. The shadowy serenity of the atmosphere 
was such that the passage down the Thames was being made without 
trouble : no manceuvre was needful, nor was any sailor called on deck. 
At the other end of the vessel the skipper, still alone, was steering. 
There was only this man aft. At the bow the lantern lighted up the 
happy gi'oui) of beings who, from the dei^ths of misery, had suddenly 
been raised to happiness by a meeting so unhoped-for. 



CHAPTER IV 
nay; on high! 

CDDENLY Dea, disengaging herself from G-wynplaine’s ein- 
hrace, arose. She pressed both hor hands against her heart, 
as if to still its throbbings. 

“ What is wi-ong mth me ? ” said she. “ There is some- 
thing the matter. Joy is suffocating. No, it is nothing! That is hieky. 
Tour I'e-appearance, O my G-wyuiplaine, has given me a blow — a blow 
of happiness. All this heaven of joj' which you have put into my heart 
has intoxicated me. You being absent, I felt myself dying. The tnie 
life which was leaving me you have brought back. I felt as if some- 
thing was being torn away within me. It is the slmdows that haA'e 
been tom away, and I feel life <lawn in my brain — a glowing hfe, a life 
of fever and delight. This life which you have just given me is won- 
derful. It is so heavenly, that it makes me suffer somewhtit. It seems 
as though my soul is enlarged and can scan.'ely be contained in my 
body. This life of seraphim, this plenitude, flows into my brain, and 
penetrates it. I feel like a beating of wings within my breast. I feel 
strangely, but happy. Grwynplaine, you have been my resuiTection.” 

Slue flushed, became pale, tlien flushed again, and fell. 

“ Alas ! ” said Ursus, “ you have killed her.” 

Gwynplaine stretched his ai-ms towards Dea. Extremity of anguish 
coming upon extremity of ecstasy, what a shock ! He would himself 
have fallen, had he iy>t had to support her. 

“ Dea ! ” he cried, shuddering, “ what is the matter f ” 

“ Nothing,” said she; “ I love you ! ” 

She lay in his arms, lifeless, like a piece of linen ; her hands were 
hanging down helplessly. 

Gwynplaine and Ursus placed Dea on the mattress. She said, 
feebly : 
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“ I cannot breathe lying down.” 

They lifted her up. 

Ursus said : 

“ Fetch a pillow.” 

She replied : 

“ What for? I have Q-wynplaine.” 

She laid her head on Gwynplaine’s shoulder, who was sitting be- 
hind, and supporting her, his eyes wild with grief. 

“ Oh,” said she, “ how happy I am ! ” 

Ursus took her wrist, and counted the pulsation of the artery. He 
did not shake his head. He said nothing, nor expressed his thought 
except by the rapid movement of his eyelids, which were opening and 
closing convulsively, as if to prevent a flood of tears from bursting 
out. 

What is the matter I ” asked Gwynplaine. 

Ursus jJaced his ear against Dea’s left side. 

Gwynplaine repeated his question eagerly, fearful of the answer. 

Ursus looked at Gwynplaine, then at Dea. He was hvid. He said : 

“ Wc ought to be parallel with Canterbury. The distance from 
here to Gravesend cannot be very great. We shall have fine weather 
all night. We need fear no attack at sea, because the fleets are all on 
the coast of Spain. Wo shall have a good passage.” 

Dea, bent, and growing paler and paler, clutched her robe con- 
vulsively. She heaved a sigh of inexpressible sadness, and muimured : 

“ I know what this is ; I am dying ! ” 

Gywnplaiae rose in terioi*. Ursus held Dea. 

“Die! You die! No; it shall not be! You cannot die! Die 
now! Die at once! It is impossible! God is not ferociously cruel — 
to give you and to take you back in the same moment. No ; such a 
thing cannot be. It would make one doubt in Him. Then, indeed, 
would eveiything be a snai*c — the earth, the sky, the cradles of infants, 
the human heart, love, the stars. God would be a traitor, and man a 
dupe. TheTO would be nothing in which to believe. It would be an 
insult to the ci'eation. Everything would be an abyss. You know not 
what you say, Dea. You shall live ! I command you to live ! You 
must obey me ! I am your hiisband and your master, I forbid you to 
leave me ! Oh, heavens ! Oh, wretched Man I No, it cannot be ; I to 
remain in the world after you ! Why, it is as monstrous as that there 
should be no sun ! Dea ! Dea ! recover ! It is but a moment of passing 
pain. One feels a shudder at times, and thinks no more about it. It is 
absolutely necessary that you should get well and cease to suffer. You 
die! What have I done to you ? The very thought of it drives me mad. 
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We belong to each other, and we love each other. You have no reason 
for going ! It would be unjust ! Have 1 committed crimes f Besides, 
you have forgiven me. Oh, you would not make me desperate — ^have me 
become a villain, a madman, drive me to perdition f Dea, I entreat 
yon ! I conjure you ! I supplicate you ! Do not die ! ” 

And clenching his hands in his hair, agonized with fear, stifled 
with tears, he threw himself at her feet. 

“ My Gwynplaine,” said Dea, “ it is no fault of mine.” 

There then rose to her lips a red froth, which Ursus wiped away 
with the fold of her robe, before Gwynplaine, who was prostrate at her 
feet, could see it. 

Gwynplaine took her feet in his hands, and implored her in all 
kinds of confused woi’ds. 

“ I tell you, I will not have it ! You, die f I have no strength left 
to bear it. Die ? Yes ; but both of us togethei* — ^not otherwise. You 
die, my Dea I I will never consent to it ! My divinity ! my love I Do 
you understand that I am with you ? I swear that you shall live ! Oh, 
but you cannot have thought what would become of me after you 
were gone. If you had an idea of the necessity which you are to me, 
you would see that it is absolutely impossible ! Dea ! you see I haA’e 
but you ! The most extraordinaiy things have happened to me. You 
■will hardly believe that I have just explored the vrhole of life in a few 
hours ! I have found out one thing — that there is nothing in it ! You 
exist ! if you did not, the universe would have no meaning. Stay with 
me ! Have pity on mo ! Since you love me, live on ! If I have just 
found you again, it is to keep you ! Wait a little longer; you cannot 
leave me like this, now that we have been together but a few minutes ! 
Do not be impatient ! Oh, Heaven, how I suffer ! You are not angry 
■with me, are you f You know that I could not help going when the 
wapentake came for me. You will breathe more easily presently, you 
■will see. Dea, all has been put right. We are going to be happy. Do 
not drive me to despair, Dea ! I have done nothing to you ! ” 

These words were not spoken, but sobbed out. They rose from his 
' breast — ^now iu a lament which might have attracted the dove, now in a 
roar which might have made lions recoil. 

Dea answered in a voice gro^wing weaker and weaker, and 
pausing at nearly every word. 

“ Alas ! it is of no use, my beloved ! I see that you are doing all 
you can. An hour ago I wanted to die ; now I do not. Gwynplaine — 
my adored Gwynplaine ! how happy we have been ! God placed you 
in my life, and He takes me out of yours. You see, I am going. You 
will remember the Green Box, won’t you ; and poor blind little Dea t 
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You will remember my song f Do not forget the sound of my voice, 
and tile way in which I said, ‘ I love you ! ’ I will come back and tell 
it to you again, in the night while you ai’e asleep. Yes, we found each 
other again ; but it was too much jo}'. It was to end at once. It is 



decreed that I am to go first. I love my father, Ursus, and my brother. 
Homo, very dearly. You are all so good. There is no air here. Open 
the window. My Owynplaine, I did not tell you, but I was jealous of 
a woman who came one day. You do not even know of whom I speak. 
Is it not so ? Cover my arms, I am rather cold. And Fibi and Vinos, 
where are they ? One comes to love eyerybody. One feels a friendship 
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for all those who have been mixed up in one’s happiness. We have a 
kindly feeling towards them for having been pieseht in our joys. ^Why 
has it all passed away f I have not clearly undeietood what has hapr 
pened during the ,last two days. Now I am dying. Leave me in my 
dress. When I put it on I foresaw that it would be my shroud. I wish 
to keep it on. Gwynplaine’s kisses ai*e upon it. Oh, what would I not 
have given to have lived on ! What a happy life we led in our poor 
caravan ! How we sang ! How I listened to the applause I What joy 
it was never to be sepaa'ated from each other ! It seemed to me that I 
was living in a cloud with you : I knew one day from another, although 
I was blind. 1 knew that it was morning, because I heard Gwyuplaine ; 
I felt that it was night, because I dreamed of Owynplaine. I felt that 
I was wrapped up in something, which was his soul. We adored each 
other so sweetly. It is all fading away ; and there will be no more 
songs. Alas ! that I cannot live on ! You will think of me, my be- 
loved ! ” 

Her voice was growing faintei*. The ominous waning, which was 
death, was stealing away her breath. She folded her tliumbs within 
her fingers, a sign that her last moments were approaching. It seemed 
as though the first uncertain words of an angel just created, were 
blended with the last failing accents of the dying girl. 

She murmured : 

“You will think of me, won’t you? It would bo very sad to be 
dead, and to be remembered by no one. I have been wayward at times ; 
I beg pardon of you aU. I am sure that, if God had so willed it, we 
might yet have been hap 2 )y, my Gwyiiplainc ; for we take U]) but very 
little ]’oom, and we might have earned our bread together in another 
land. But God has ■willed it othonvise. I cannot make out in the least 
why I am dying. I never complained of being blind, so that 1 camiot 
have offended any one. I should never have asked for anything, but 
always to bo blind as I was, by your side. Oh, how sad it is to have to 
part!” 

Her words were more and more inarticulate, evaporating into each 
other, as if they were being blo'wn away. She had become almost in- 
audible. 

“ Gwynplaine,” she resumed, “ you will think of me, won’t you f I 
shall crave it when I am dead.” 

And she added : 

“ Oh, keep me •with you ! ” 

Then, after a pause, she said : 

“ Come to me as soon as you can. I shall be very unhappy without 
you, even in heaven. Do not leave me long alone, my sweet Gwyu- 



THE MAN WHO LAU0H8. 317 

plfiine ! My Paradise was hare. Above there is only heaven ! Ob I I 
oani^t breathe ! , My beloved ! My beloved ! My beloved ! ” 

“ Mercy ! ” cried Gwynplaine. 

“ FaieweU ! ” murmured Dea. 

And he pressed his mouth to her beautiful icy hands. For a mo- 



ment it seemed as if she liad eeasetl to breathe. Then she raised her- 
self on her elbows, and an intense sjdendor flashed across her eyes, and 
through an ineffable smile her voice rang out clearly : 

“ Light ! ” she cried. “ I see ! ” 

And she expired. She fell back rigid and motionless on tlie 
mattress. 

“ Dead ! ” said Ursus. 

And the poor old man, as if crushed by his despair, bowed his bald 



818 


THE MAN WHO LAUGHS. 


head and buried his swollen face in the folds of the gown which covered 
Dea’s feet He lay there in a swoon. 

Then G-wynplaine became awfnl. 

He ai'ose, lifted his eyes, and gazed into the vast gloom above him . 

Seen by none on earth, but looked down upon, perhaps, as he stood 
in the darkness, by some invisible presence, he stretched his hands on 
high, and said : 

“ I come ! ” 

And he strode across the dec^ to'v^ards the side of the vessel, as if 
beckoned by a vision. 

A few paces off was the abyss. He walked slowly, never casting 
down bis eyes. A smile came upon his face, such as Dea’s had just 
worn. He advanced straight before him, as if watching something. 
In his eyes was a light like the reflection of a soul perceived from 
afar off. 



He cried out, “ Yes ! ” At eveiy step he was approaching nearer 
to the side of the vessel. 

His gait was rigid, his arras were lifted up, his head was thrown 
back, his eyelids were fixed. His movement was ghost-like. 

He advanced without haste and without hesitation, with fatal })re- 
cision, as though thei« were before him no yawning gulf and open 
grave. 

He murmured: , 

“Be easy. I follow you. I understand the sign that you are 
TTiftlriTi g me.” 

His eyes were feed upon a certain spot in the sky, where the 
shadow was deepest. Tlhe smile was still upon his face. 

The sky was perfectly black ; there was no star visible in it, and 
yet he evidently saw one. 

He crossed the deck. 

A few stiff and ominous stq>s, and he had reached the very edge. 

“ 1 come,” said he ; “ Dea, behold, I come ! ” 
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One step more, there was no bulwark ; the void was before biTn ; he 
strode into it. 

HefelL 

The night was thick and dull, the water deep. It swallowed him 
up. He disappeared calmly and silently. None saw or heard him. 
The ship sailed on, and the river flowed. 

Shortly afterwards the ship reached the sea: 

When Ursus returned to consciousness, he found that Gwynplaine 
was no longer with him, and he saw Homo by the edge of ^e deck 
bayiug in the shadow and looking down upon the water. 


On the last page of the manuscript is the following note : 

“ Finished August 23, 1868, at half -past ten o’clock iu the morning, at Brussels, No. 4 
Plac(* des Barricades.” 

This work, most of which was written in Guernsey, was begun at Brussels, July 21, 
1866, and finished at Brussels, August 23, 1868. 



THE END 









